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T H E following Book ^ 

ftarttial Worth, together p>ith fo ^'^'jfrue 
Beauties, air not to need Recoitameridatidn V 1 lhe 
Defign therefore of this Add refs fo Thee , Good 
Readep, is partly to adore thee the Work is Ge¬ 
nuine, partly id giv6:thee Jorite fight into the'gene¬ 
ral Nature’yf'sti dr 

pe& • ' •“ vv - '• v ‘ ( • ‘ ' - 

It was my Happinefi ., many Years ago\'to contraSt 
k ' very intimate ^ Acqkainthnbe g I nt/ght call it 
Friend!hip. that Great Ferfon the Author) 

‘while we lived Neighbours hi that FlourIfhing, Kel 
ligious, and Liberal City , .fc^ere Wife'" Difcokrfej 
had their Birth ,' arid became frJP Foeally Public# 
And I doubt not,’but that ib?M?m6rt&' : <f'niany 
of the' Citizens there] 'area (undent Record,* If Y 
the Confuting of whjA^.uny whofhouldfcrbple ’my " 

Tejfi- 
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To the R E A D E R. 

Teftimony, as left competent, may receive plenary 
fatisfa&ion. I being conftantly employed myfelf 
at the Honrs when this Expojhiou was delivered, 
could not be an Auditor of it. But as I then under - 
food what SubjeSl my Friend was Treating on, fo 
now reading the Tra&, I cannot but acknowledge 
the truf Spirit and Still of thjt Author. - 

All, 'I thinly that tkn bo doubted, is. Whether 
He defigned this Worl^for the Preft, and put there¬ 
to his Laft Hand. 

As to the former point x 1 1 im apt to; thinly, when 
he frfi undertook, the Argument, be defigsed No¬ 
thing more Publicly than are our ufual Sermons. 
But having ftnifht what he proposed, his Labours 
were judgeafo exceeding ZJfefid, an^had befides Jo 
highly pleafed his Audience, that he was refllefiy 
importund to mahg them more Publich. And 
though thorough Exceft of Modify he would not 
confent hereto, for that time, yet he tranicribed 
them himfelf, ' (for no one elfe could, he having 
written them at ftrft in a peculiar Short-band) 
and hazing tranjcribed them-, left them as a De- 
pofitum in the hands of one of his Parifbidners % 
with whom he had fome time fojourned, (a Per fan 
of Integrity, and well known to me, though nowde- 
ceafed) to be difpoftd of after his Death. 

From 
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To the READER. 

From fitch hit Tranleribing 1 and Entfufting 
them, as weB a? ftm fome particular Indications, 
apparent in them, and very convincing to me (who 
wasweit acquainted with hit may xf Writing bis 
Sermon-Notes , and especially from the addition ef 
divers Marginal Notes, which I am fare were put 
there both by himfelf and after his firft Trsnfcri - 
bing painty I conclude (as to the latter point of 
doubt) £* Jud the laft' Hand he intended to 

put to them. * " 

For what further Juftice remains to be done to 
the Work , being I may feem hitherto to have 
done Juftice only to the Authour , it conftfting 
in Truth of JSermons, (thoughy as all his werey 
very Elaborate Ones) fuck Truths and Duties are 
chiefly to be leafy for in tty which ire of moft ge¬ 
neral Chriftian Concernment : That is , he has 
faid here , Not all that might be faidy had a Cri¬ 
tical and JuH Comment been defigndy but what 
his Auditors , (and the greateft part of owp. People 
fill) had\ and have moH need to hear: which l 
tafy to be a very conftderable Excellency of the 
Book j and wherein he has ftjew'd ftngular Judg¬ 
ment. 

I fee nothing farther now needful to addy but to 
pray t That the Book may be Publick enough ; 1 

mean 


Digitized by ^ooQte 


H 5 ? Rf 4 

till they arcwqtn oMt.y, and fracticea ay all who. 
Re<td it : XfoenjaH fm both the Authors 
and 'j^af^r^JP^s, . ftfc. foPPty /: . P 1 ** 
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■ The Firft • 

COMMANDMENT. 

<15oo fpatee ttiete tbojos, anotaio, 3 am tbe 
jto?o tftp eon: Ctjott t&ait Katie non? 
otljcr <®oBS but me. • 


T HERE are two things in the ge** ' TUKv^ki ^ vTSkiaf 
neral which perfect a Chriftian: 

the one, is a dear and diftinft “? ? “T 

Knowledge of his Duty ; the other, a con- TyyLTfwrZZVjdl 
lcienctous Pra&ice of it, correipondent to Mart. Expof, Fidel, 
his Knowledge ; and both thefe are in an 
equal degree neceflary. For as we can have no folid; nor 
well-grounded Hopes of Eternal Salvation without Obedience, 
lb we can have no.fure nor e&iblilht Rule for our Obedience 

B ' without' . 
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without Knowledge : And therefore our Work and Office, is 
not only Exhortation but Inftru&ion ; not only to excite the 
^Me&tenSr but_tainform. the Judgment ,• and we mufl as 
well illuminate as warm. 

Knowledge indeed may be found without Practice ; and 
our Age abounds with fuch Speculative Chriftians, whole 
Religion is but like the Rickets, that makes them grow large 
in the Head, but narrow in the Breaft ,* whole Brains are re- 
plenilht with Notions, but their Hearts ftraightned towards 
Goa ; and their Lives and A&ions as black and deformed, as 
if their Light had only tann’d and dilcolour’d them. I con- 
fels, indeed, that their Knowledge may be beneficial unto o- 
thers, Hvho may-favourily feed upon that Meat which thefe 
do:only .mince and carve: yet where it is thus over-born hy 
unruly Lulls, and contradi&ed by a licentious Converfittion, 
to themlelves it is mod fatal and baneful. It is like light 
Ihut up in a Lanthorn, which may ferve to guide and direct 
others, but only loots, and at laft burns that which contain’d 
it. 

But although Knowledge may be thus without Practice, 
yet it is utterly impollible that the Practice of Godlinels fhould . 
be«Without Knowledge. 

, For if we know not the limits of Sin and Duty, what is re¬ 
quired of us, and what is forbidden, it cannot be fuppoled, 
but that in this corrupted State of our Natures, we fhall una¬ 
voidably run into many heinous Mifcarriages, unlels it were 
poflible for us to pleafe God at unawares, and lo get to Hea¬ 
ven by great chance. 

And therefore that we might be informed what we ought 
to do, and what to avoid, it hath pleafed God who is the 
great Governour, and will be the righteous Judge of all the 
World, to prefcribe us Laws for the regulating of our Actions,* 
and that we might not be ignorant what they ire, He hath 
openly promulgated them in his Word : For when we had 
milerably defaced the Law of. Nature, originally written in 

our 
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our Hearts, fo that many of the Commands of it were ho' 
longer legible, it feemed good to his infinite Wifdom and 
Mercy, to tranfcribe and copy out that Law in the (acred 
Tables of the Scriptures, and to fiiper-add many pofitive- 
Precepts and Injun&ions which were not before impofed. ' 

The Bible therefore is the Statute-Book of God’s Kingdom, 
therein is compriled the whole body of the Heavenly Law j 
the perfect Rules of an holy Life, and the lure Promifes of 
a glorious one. And the Decalogue, or ten Commandments 
is a Summary or brief Epitome of thole Law’s, written by the 
immediate Finger of God, and contracted into lo Ihort an A- 
bridgment, not only to-eafe our Memories, but to gain our 
Veneration ; for fentcntious Commands are belt befitting 
. Majefty. And indeed if w e confider the paucity of the Ex- 
preflions, and yet the copioufnefs and variety of the Matter 
contained in them, w e mult needs acknowledge not only 
their Authority to be Divine, but likewife the Skill and Art 
in reducing the w hole Duty of Man to lo brief a Compen¬ 
dium. * V 

The words are but few, called therefore the Words of the- . 
Covenant, the ten Words; but the fence and matter contain- tz. *** 
ed in them, is vaft and infinite. The reft of the Scripture is 
but a Commentary upon them ; either exhorting us to Obe¬ 
dience by Arguments, or alluring us to it by Promifes, or 
frighting us from tranfgrefling by Threatnings, or exciting 
us to the one, and reftraining us from the other,'by Examples 
recorded in the Hiftorical part of it. ^ 

. But before I come to fpeak of the Commandments them- - ‘ 
lelves, it will be neceflary to premife fbmething concerning 
the Time, the Reafon, and Manner of their Delivery: 

The Time (according to the belt Computation of Chro~* 
nology) was about two thoufand four hundred and fiyty" 

Years after the Creation of the World; two hundred and Exod .%o. 
twenty Years after IJraels defcent into /Egypt, and the r.hird i. 
Month after their departure out of /Egypt ; before the birth 

B i , ' . of 
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of Chrift almoft fifteen hundred Years, and therefore aboVe 
three thou fa nd before our Days. 

This was the firfl: time that God feledted to him (elf a Na¬ 
tional Church in the Wo/Id j and therefore it feemcd expcdi- ' 
ent to his Wifdom to prelcribe them Laws and Rules how 
they ought to order both their Demeanour, and his Worfiiip ' 
and ServLce. Before this the Law of Nature was the ftand- 
ipg Rule for Obedience j but becaufe it was bioted and raz’d 
by the firfl Tranlgreflion, it was fupplied in many particu¬ 
lars by Traditions delivered down from one to another: 
And thofe of the Patriarchs, who according to the PrefbHpts 
of this Law, endeavoured to pleale and ferve God, were a& 
cepted of him, and frequently obtained the privifcdge of e- 
fpecial Revelations either by Dreams, or Vifions, or heavenly 
Voices, concerning thole things wherein they were more 
particularly to obey his Will. In thole firft Ages'God made 
no diftin&ion of People or Nations, but as it is fince the 
Wall of Partition is broken down, and the Jewi/h Economy 
abrogated by the Deatli of Chrifl, fo was it before, that in e- 
A8i io. very Nation he that feared God, and Wrought- Righteoufnels, 
35 * was accepted of him. 

But the World totally degenerating into vile Superftitions 
and Idolatries, the Knowledge and Fear of the true God was 
fcarcely any where to be found, but only in the Family and 
Pofterity of Abraham j and even there too we ha*ve reafon 
to fufpedl a great Decay and Corruption, efpecially in their 
Jofh.14. long aboad among the Idolatrous /Egyptians ,• yea, theScri- 
>4! pture doth in feveral places exprefly charge them with it: 

2o. anc j | n probabiIity they took the Pattern of their Golden 

M * Calf from the /Egyptian Apis , being Idolaters only in a 
younger Figure, and a lefler Volume. God therefore juflly 
rejebls all the reft of the World ; but being mindful of his 
Promile to their Father, and the Father of the Faithful, appro¬ 
priates this People to himftlf as his peculiar Inheritance: And 
becaufe it was manifeft by experience, that neither the Law 
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of Nature, nor Oral Tradition, handed down along from one 
Generation to another, were of fuificient force to preferve 
alive the Knowledge and Worlhip of the true God, but not- 
withftanding thefe, the whole Earth was become wicked and 
idolatrous j that therefore this People whom God had now 
taken to himfelf, might have all po'Iible advantages to conti¬ 
nue in his Fear and Service, and that they might not dege¬ 
nerate as the reft of the World had done, he himfelf pro¬ 
claims unto them that Law by which he would Govern them 
writes it upon Tables of Stone, commits them into the hands 
of Mofes y whom he had conftituted his Lieutenant ; and com¬ 
mands them to be laid up in the Ark as a perpetual Monu¬ 
ment of his Authority, and their Duty. How wretchedly 
depraved are our Natures, when even that which is the very 
Light and Law of them is fo obliterated and defaced, that 
God would rather intruft its Prcfervation to Stones, than us • 
and thought it more fecure when engraven on fenfelefs Tables* 
than when written on our Hearts! * 

The Manner wherein this Law was delivered, is deferibed 
to be very terrible and aftonifhing: the Wifdom of God de- - 
lign’d it fo on purpofe to poffefs the People with the greater 
Reverence of it ,• and to awaken in their Souls a due Rcfpedt 
to thofe old defpifed Dictates of their Natures, when they 
fhould fee the fame Laws revived and invigorated with fb 
much Circumftance and Terror: For indeed the Decalogue 
is not fo much the ena&ing of any new Law, as a reviving 
of the old by a more fblemn Proclamation. And for the 
greater Majefty and Solemnity of the Aftion, we read, 

Fir ft. That the People were commanded to prepare them- I. 
(elves two days together by a Typical Cleanfing of them- 
(elves from all external and bodily Polutions, before they 
were to (land in the Prefence of God. So u e find it en- 
joyned, They were to be fan&ified, and to walh their emJ. 19 . 
Cloaths, and be ready againft the third Day, whereon the* 0 * 11 * 

Lord 
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Lord would come down in the fight of all the People, upon 
Mount Sinai. , 

Now this flgnifies unto us two things : 

FirH., That we ought to be ferioully prepared when we 
come to wait before God in his Ordinances, and to receive a 
Law at his mouth: Indeed the Difpenfation of the GolpeJ, 
is not luch a Miniftry of Terrour, as that of the Law was ; - 
God doth not now (peak unto us immediately by his ovin 
Voice, which they that heard it, were notable to indure ; 
he doth not pronounce his Law in Thunder, nor wrap it up 
in Flame and Smoak ; but he fpeaks unto us in a (till Voice, 
by Men like ourfelves ; and conveys the rich Treafure of his 
Will unto us in earthen Vellels, of the lame Mould and Frail¬ 
ty w ith ourfelves. He treats with us by his Meflengers and 
Ambailadors; whole Errand, though it be delivered with lefs 
Terrour, yet ought not to be received with lefs Reverence, 
for it is God himlelf that fpeaks in them, and by them,- and 
every word of Truth 'which they deliver unto you in the 
Name of the Great God, and by the Authority of that Com- 
miflion which lie hath given them, ought to be received with 
as much proflrate Veneration and Affe&ion, as though God 
himlelf had Ipoken to you immediately from Heaven. 

Think then how folicitous the Ifraelites were in fitting 
themfelves for that great and dreadful Day of hearing the 
Law ; a Day more great and dreadful than ever any fhall ’ 
be, except that of Judging Men according to the Law ; think 
how their hearts throb’d and thrill'd within them, w hen they 
heard the clang of the heavenly Trumpets mixt and blend; 
ed with loud and terrible cracks of Thunder ; and both gi- 
ving'tkem a Signal of the near Approach of God: think, if 
you can, what thoughts they had when they (aw the Moun¬ 
tain burning with Fire, and inveloped with Clouds and 
Smoak, out of which on every fide were fearful Lightnings 
Ihout among them; think how they trembled, when they 
law the Mountain tremble and totter under the Weight and 

Great- 
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Greatnefs of God defending down upon it: And bring with 
you the lame affections, it not to terrified, yet as much o- 
ver-awed, whenfever you come to wait upon his holy Or¬ 
dinances j for it is the tame God that fpeaks unto you, and 
he fpeaks the fame things to you, as then He did ; not indeed 
with fuch amazing Circumftances, yet with the very fame 
Authority and Majelty. . 

Were God now to come down among you in his terrible 
Majelty, or fhould a thick Cloud fill this place, and Light- 
-nings flalh out of it ; Ihould you hear the Thunder of his 
Voice, I am the Lord; thou jhalt have no other Gods before 
me ; certainly fuch a dreadful Glory would make your hearts 
tremble within you, and the very Earth tremble under you: 
Could you then give way to Sloath and Drowfinefs ,* could 
your hearts run gadding after Vanities and Trifles, or could 
there be any ObjeCt confiderable enough to divert your 
thoughts and affections from fo terrible a Glory > Why be¬ 
lieve it, God is as really prelent here, as when he thus mani- 
fefted himlelf to the Ifraelites; and prelent upon the very 
lame occafion too. He is now delivering his Law to you, 
pronouncing his high and lovereign Commands ; and if he 
lb far confults our weaknefs, as not to do it in fuch an afton- 
ilhing manner: Yet far be that difingenuity from us, that 
we Ihould be either the lefs careful to prepare for, or the lels 
reverent in attending on the Declarations of his high Will and 
Pleafure, though he makes it known to us by Men of the 
lame Temper, yea, or Diltempers with ourfelves. 

Secondly , If the Ifraelites were to fanCtifie and prepare them- 
felves to appear before God at Mount Sinai^ how much more 
ought we to fan&ifie Ourlelves that, we may be meet to appear 
before God in Heaven ? That Glory which God manifelted 
when he delivered the Law, is not comparable to the infinite- 
Glory which he always reveals to the Saints in Heaven : and; 
yet if .the People of the Jews were not allowed to lee God, 
though veiled with a Cloud, and thick Darknels,.without be- 
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ing firft accurately prepared for fuch a glorious Dilcovery, 
how much more ought we to prepare ourfelves, to waft 
our filthy Garments, and to cleanfe our Souls'from all De¬ 
filements both of Fleft and Spirit, that we . may be worthy 
to (land before God, and to lee him there where he darts 
forth the full rays of his Brightness, and cauleth his Glory for 
ever to appear without any check or reftraint,. without any 
cloud or veil interpofing to hide it. 

That’s the firll Circumftance obfervable in the delivery of 
the Law. 

II. Secondly , The Mount on which God appeared was to be 

fenced and rail’d in, with a ftridt Prohibition that none ftould 
prefume to pals the Bounds there let them, nor approach to 
touch the Holy Mount, under the Penalty of Death. So we 
have it Exod. 19. 1 z. which intimates unto us two things: 

1. . Firll, The due Difiance that we ought to keep from God, 

and teacheth us to oblerve all that Reverence and Relpe# 
which belongs unto Him, as being infinitely our Superiour. 
Certainly the very place where God manifefts himlelf, at 
Icalt whilft he doth fo, are venerable and awful: and therefore 
when God revealed himlelf to Jacob in a Dream, and gave 
him the Reprelentation of a Ladder reaching from Earth to 
Heaven, Angels upon every round of it, and God on the 
top,* we find with what awe he reflects upon it in his wa- 
Gcn. 18 . king thoughts, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew 
16,17. it not. And he was afraid , and faid , How dreadful is this 
place ! this is none other hut the houfe of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven. 

x Secondly , This letting Bounds and Limits to the iMount, fig- 
nified, as in a Type, the llri&nels and exa&nefs of the Law 
of God. His La w is our Boundary, which he hath on pur- 
pole let to keep us from rufiling in upon his Neck, and up¬ 
on the thick Bofies of his Buckler : And that Soul that Ihalf 
prefume 16 to do, that lhall.break thele Bounds, and com¬ 
mit 
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mit a Trelpals upon the Almighty , {hall furely die the 
Death, even that eternal Death which he hath threatned a- 
gainft all Violaters of his Law. 

That is a fecond remarkable Circumftance in the deliver 
ry of the Law. 


Thirdly , We have a Defcription of the terrible Manner HI. 
in which God appeared to pronounce his Law : Thunders, 

:and Lightnings, and Earthquakes, and Fire, and Darknels, 
were the Prologue and Introduction to it,* and were (o dread¬ 
ful as caufed not only the People to remove, and (land afar 
off, as not able to indure fuch terrible Majefty, as we find it, 
but even affrighted Mofes himfelf, who was to be Internunci- kxtd. io. 
us Dei, the Meflenger and Herald of God: this we find in- l8 * 
timated, Exod. 19. 19. When the voice of the trumpet found¬ 
ed long and waxed louder and louder , Moles fpake. What it 
was that he laid, is not there mentioned j but in all proba¬ 
bility, he then Ipake thole words which the Apoftle hath re¬ 
corded, So terrible was the fight, that Mofes fa id, I exceed* **tb . Ia * 
ingly fear and quake. 2I ' 

Now this dreadful Appearance of God in the delivering the 
Law, ferved for two Ends: 

FirH, To affedt them with a reverent Efteem of thole *• 
Commands which he Ihould impole upon them: For cer¬ 
tainly unlefs they were polfeft with molt grols and bealtial 
Stupidity, they mull needs think thole things to be of vail and 
great Concernment, which were attended with fuch a train 
of remarkable and amazing Gircumftances ; and it is natural 
for Men to be awed by Pomp and Solemnity j the Majefty 
of the Commander adding a kind of Authority to the Com¬ 
mand. 

Secondly , To put both them and us in mind, that if God z. 
were fo terrible only in delivering the Law, how mucli more 
terrible will he then be, when he fhall come to Judge us for 
Tranfgreffmg the Law! Indeed the whole Apparatus of thtf 

C Day 
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Day feems to be Typical of the lad ; but as it is the conditi¬ 
on of all Types, it lhall be far out-done and exceeded by its 
Anti-type. Here were Voices, and Fire, and Smoak, ana the 
node of a Trumpet,* and thefe flruck Terrour into the hearts 
of the People, who came only to receive the Law : but oh 
think what Confternation will feize upon, and crampthe hearts 
of Sinners, when the Lord lhall defcend from Heaven it the 
iT/ , _ laft Day with a Shout, with the Voice of the Archangle, and 
16. 4 with the Trump of God, as the Apoltle delcribes it. When 

not a Mountain only, but the whole World (hall be burning, 
Heaven and Earth all on a light flame about them ; when they 
lhall hear the terrible Voice of the Majclly on high calling to 
. them, Awake ye Dead, and come away to Judgment ; when 
. the Earth lhall be univerlally lhaken, and lhake the dead Bo¬ 
dies out of their Graves, when whole Croudes of naked Na¬ 
tions lhall throng and clutter about the great Tribunal, not to' 
receive a Law, but a Sentance, a Sentance that lhall deter¬ 
mine their final and eternal Eftate: certainly if tlje giving of 
the Law were lo full of .Terrour, much more terrible mail 
be our being judged according to that Law. 

And this is another remarkable Circumftance in the deli¬ 
very of the Law, 

IV. Fourthly , When God himlelf had with Ills Dread Voice 

fpoken to them thefe Ten Words, their affright and aftonifh- 
ment was fb great, that they intreat Mofes to be the Truch- 
Bxod. io. man ar| d Interpreter between God and them, They faid unto 
19. Mofes , Speak thou with w, and we will hear : hut let not God 

fpeak with us , left we die. Neither is this without a great 
Myftery and excellent Signification ; for it intimates that the 
Law, as it is difpenfed to us only from God, is in itfelf theMi- 
niftration of Death and Condemnation: but as it is delivered 
to us by a Mediator, by our Lord Jefiis Chrift, {of whom 
Mofes here was a Type) fb we may hear and obferve it, and 
obtain eternal Life, not for, but thorough our Obedience to 

it. 
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it. And therefore the Law is faid to be ordained by Angels, 
in the hand of a Mediator ; that is, it was folemnly dilpen-6<«£3-i9- 
fed by the Miniftry of Angels, and then delivered into the 
hand of Mofes, to be by him communicated to the People. 

Now this intimates unto us, that the Severity and Terrours 
of the Law were intended to drive us unto Chrift, as here they 
drove the Jfraelites unto Mofes t the Type of Chrift, from 
whofe mouth the Law fpake not fo dreadfully, as it did fronr 
God’s. 


Fifthly , Upon this Intercellion and Requeft of the People, V. 
Mojes is called up into the Mount, the Law depofited in his 
hands, engraven in two Tables of Stone, by the Finger and 
Impreftion of God himfelf, the moft (acred Relique that ever 
the World injoyed ; but at length loft, together with the 
Arlc that contained it in the frequent Removes and Captivi¬ 
ties of that People : Neither is this too without its Spiritual 
Myftery and Signification ; for it notes to us that our Hearts 
are naturally fo hard and ftony, that it is only the Finger of 
God that can make any impreffion of his Laws upon them, 
k is well known that the Ark was a moft famous Type and 
Reprefentation of Jefus Chrift j and the keeping of the Tables 
of the Law in the Ark, wliat doth it eHe mean, but to prefi¬ 
gure to us that the Law was to be'keptand obferved id him 
\vho fulfilled all Righteoufiiefs .■> Add when God doth again 
write his Law s upon our Hearts-, weaifo keep tllem in Chrirf 
our Ark^ whole eompleat Obediehee iurppfie^all ourtmper- 
fe&ions^nd Defe&s * : ' ' -•••* * ’ : , J ’ J ; ' 

• • ; • -) . ; •;.! s - 

Sixthly , Whereas this Law of die Tferf Commandments VL 
was twice written by God himfelf ; once'before and againa£ 
ter the Tables were in an holy Zeal broken by Mofes; this 
alio is full of Myftery, and fignifies-the twice writing of the 
Law upon the Hearts of Men : firft by the creating Finger of 
God, when he made us perfectly like himfelf ; and then again 
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by his regenerating Power, giving us a new Impreflion, and. 
as it were letting us forth in a new Edition, but yet contain- 
ing the lame for fubftance, as when we came forth at firft 
out of the Creating-hand of God ; for Regeneration, and the 
new Birtli is but a relloring-us to the Image of God, which 
we defaced by our Fall in Adam, and as it were a new (lamp¬ 
ing of thole Characters of himlelf, in Righteoulhels and Know¬ 
ledge, w hich were obliterated. 

VII. Seventhly , and laflly. It is laid that when Mofes came down 

from the Mount after his long Converle with God, his Face 
(hone with fuch a divine and heavenly Lultre, that the Ifrae- 
lites were dazeled with the Brightnels, and could not lledfall- 
Exod. 34. ly look upon him j and that therefore he was forced to put a 
9 * Veil over his Face to allay and temper thole Beams which the 
reflexion of God’s Face and Pretence had call upon him ; 
but this Veil he laid afide when he turned into the Taber¬ 
nacle to Ipeak with God. The lignificancie of which Hifto- 
» Cor 3. ^ t ^ ie Apoftle exprelly gives us, That there was a Veil up- 
13,14,16. on the Heart of the Jem, lo as they could not fee to the end 
pf the Law, which is Chrill Jelus, who is the end of the Ce¬ 
remonial Law, by puting an end unto it in its Abrogation j 
and the end of the Moral Law, becaule in him it hath attain¬ 
ed its end, for the end of it was by convincing us of our own 
Weaknels and Inability to perform it, to lead us unto Chrill, 
by whole Righteoulhels alone, and not by the Works of the 
Liw, we are to expeCt Jullification before God: Yet there 
was lo thick a Veil call over the Law, that the Jews could not 
look through it upon the Glory that Ihone in Chrill, of whom 
Mefes was Hill the Type: But when they lhall turn unto the 
Lord, this Veil lhall be taken away, ana then lhall they di- 
feern the lignificancy of all thofe Ritual Obfervances, and per¬ 
ceive Ipiritual Things after a more feblime and fpiritual man? 
ner. 

And 
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And thus I have (hewn you the Time, the Reafons, and the 
Gircumftances of the delivery of this Epitome of the Law in 
the Ten Commandments, wherein many excellent Gofpel- 
Truths are delineated and ihadowed out unto us. 

But fome one may fay, What need* all this long Difcourfe 
about the Law ? Is it not fully abrogated by the coming of 
Chrift into the World ? Shall we be again brought under that 
heavy Yoak of Bondage, which neither we, nor our Fathers 
were ever able to bear ? Doth not the Scripture frequently 
teftify, that we are not now under the Law, but under Grace 
that we are freed from the Law, that Chrift was made un¬ 
der the Law, to free thofe who were under the Law j . and 
therefore to terrify and over-aw Mens Confidences by the 
Authority of the Law, what elfe is it but a Legal Difpenfa- 
tion, unworthy of that Chriftian Liberty into which our Sa¬ 
viour hath vindicated us, having fulfilled the Law by his O- 
bedience* and by his Death abohfht it. 

To this I anfwer, Far be it from every Chriftian to in¬ 
dulge himfelf in - any Licentioufhefs from fuch a corrupt and 
rotten Notion of the Law’s Abrogation; for fb far is it from 
being.abolilht by the coming of Chrift, that lie himfelf ex¬ 
prefly tells us, He came not to dejlroy the law, but to fulfil it ; \utth. 

Trtof&mt, i. e-. either to perform, or elfe to per-17. 
fe<ft and fill up the Law. And Verfe 18. aflevers, That till 
heaven and earth pafi away, one jot or one tittle Jhall in no • 
wife pafi from the Law, until aO be fulfilled ; i. e. till the con¬ 
summation and fulfilling of all things; and then the Law 
which was our- Rule on Earth,- Shall become our Nature in 
Heaven. 

When therefore St. Paul (peaks (as frequently he doth) of 
the Abrogation, and Difanulling of the Law, we muft heed- 
frilly diftinguifh both of the Law, and likewife of the Abro¬ 
gation of it. The Law which God delivered by Mofes's Mi¬ 
nistry, was of three forts: 

The- 
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The Ceremonial, 

Judicial, and 
Moral Law. 

The diftind Confideration of each of thefe, may afford us 
(bme light in this matter. 

The Ceremonial Law was wholly taken up in injoyning 
thole Obleryances of Sacrifices, and Offering, and various 
Methods of Purifications and Cleanfiags, which were tipicd 
of Chrift, and that Sacrifice of Ids which alone was .able to 
take away Sify V •... : . •; i 

The Judicial Lavv confifted pf thole Cortftitutioos which 
God prefcribed the, Jews for their Civil Government: for 
their State wa$ a i’heocracy ; and wherea? in other Com* 
mpnwealths tlie chief Magiftrates give Law$untp tfieTeople, 
in this, the Laws for th^ir Religion, and fop theiy Civil Go* 
vernment, were both; piyipe,, and- both immediately; from 
G5d r ' :§o ^ tjhatjth^r Judiyl# tow wa . s given them to be the 
ftandingLaw of their Nation$ according to which all A&ioas 
and Suites between P#rty and Party were:to be tried and.de* 
terfoined ; as ip all. other Nations there are particular Laws 
and Statutes for the Decifion of Controversies. that may arifc 
tupoog them. 

But the, Moral Law ,Is aSyllem or Body of thole Precepts 
which carry an univerlal and natural Equity in them, being 
lb conformable to the Light of Rcafon, and the Didatfa of 
every. Mans Conscience, .that as foon ; as evey. they are declar* 
ed and uriderflood, we muft needs fubfcribeto the Juftiee.aud 
Righteoufnels of them. 

Thele are the three forts of Lay;s which commonly go 
under the name of the Law of Mofes<, all.of which had, refoafr 
either to thofe things which prefigured the, Melfias to coma, 
oy-to thole which concerned their Political and Civil Govern* 
< ' . .• ment 
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a dtftinft Nation from others ; or to thole natural 
Vertues and Duties of Piety towards God, and Righteoufnefs 
towards Men, as were common to them with all the reft of 
Mankind. 

Now a Law may be (aid to be null and void two ways, 
Privatively, or 

. Negatively: Either that it was repealed after it was 
firft given, or that its Obligation excendeth not, nor ever did 
extend to feme Peqple and Nations in the World. 

Now I defire you heedfully to attend to thefe Propofitions, 
tor they u'ill be of great ufe to clear up how far, and in what 
manner we are freed from the Obligation of th^Law. 

Fir ft then. As for the Ceremonial Law we affirm, that- 
Jo the Jtm it is properly abrogated, and the Obligation and 
Authority of it utterly taken away and repealed. And coh- 
yermng this it is that the Aportle is to be understood, when 
in his Epiftles he fo often (peaks of the Abrogation arid Difl 
anulfing-of the Law j. he (peaks it, I fay, of the Ceremonial 
Law, and Aaromcal Obfervations, which indeed were (6 ful¬ 
filled by Chnft as to be abolilht: For this Law was given to 
be only an Adumbration, and <Ttuxy^t<pU t or faint Reprefen- 
tation of Chrift: as in the -Night, while the Suri is in the 
other Hemriphcre, yet we fee its light in the Stars, which 
llwne with a borrowed and derived Brightriefs j but when the 
Sun iS rifen, and difplays its Beams abroad, it drowns and ex- 
tmguiffieth aU thofe petty Lights : fb While Chrift, the Sun 
pfWighteoufnefs, was yet in the otlier Hemifphere of Time 
hefore he was rifen with Healing under Ks Wings, the W 
^w fome glimmering of his Light in their Ceremonies and 
Obfervaocesj but now that the Day of the Gofpel is fully 
fprung, and that Light which before was but blooming, is fui 
v lpread. tiiole dimmer Lights are quite drowned and extin- 
gutfht lahis clear ftays j arid an utter end is put to all thofe 
Rites and Ceremonies which both intimated, and in a kind 

(upplied 


Digitized by 


Google 


re 3(n ejcpoQtion upon 

Applied the abfence of the Subftance. So that to maintain 
now a Neceflity of Legal Sacrifices, and Purifyings, and 
Sprinklings, is no lefs than to evacuate the Death of Chrift 
and to deny the lhedding of that Bloud, that alone can puril 
fie us from all Pollutions j which is but to-catch at the fha- 
dow, and lofe the fubftance. 


II. Secondly , In refpe& of us, who are the Pofterity and De* 

Icendants of the Gentiles , it is more proper to affirm, That 
the Ceremonial Law was never in force, then that it was tru¬ 
ly abrogated ; for the Ceremonial Law, was National to the 
Jews, and in a fort peculiar to them only. Neither did God 
intend that the Obfervation of it ffiould be impofed.upon a- 
Jiy other Pjeople,;although they ffiould be' profited, as a 
thing neceflary for their future Happinefs. And this appears 
by ftrong and cogent Reafons: 

>x . FirB, Becaufe God exprefiy commands all tfaofe who were 
to be fubjed: to the Ceremonial Law, that they ffiould ap- 
■Exod. 34. pear at Jerufalem thrice ’in the Year before the Lord. Now 
13,14-' this Command would have been impoffible to be obeyed, 
were it intended that its Obligation ffiould reach to thofe 
Countries which <wer$ far remote and diflant from Jerufalem. 
x. Secondly, Becaufe aU their Sacrifices and Oblations, in 
which confifled thechiefefl part of the Ceremonial Worfhip, 
vvere to be offer’d up only at Jerufalem , which were alike im¬ 
poffible, if this Command of Sacrificing had been intended by- 
God to be obligatory, to all the World. No Sacrifices were 
accepted by Qod,. but .what were offer’d up in the Tem ple $ 
and therefore the Jews to: this day, although they are very 
blindly zealous of the: Law, yet offer no Sacrifices unto: God, 
looking upon themfelves as difpenfed: from that Duty, becaufe 
of their Difperfion, and the impofibility of aflembling them- 
felves to Jerufalem to do it: And therefore doubtlefs that 
Command, even whilfe it was iii force, obliged none but the 
JevoiJb Nation, who living not far from their Metropolis, 
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might with conveniency enough aflemble themfelves toge- 
gcthier to that Holy Service. 

And thirdly , We find that even before Chrift’s coming, the 
Jews themfelves did not impofe the* Obfervation of the Cere¬ 
monial Rites of their Law,upon all thofe Heathens whom they 
won over to be Prolelytes to their Religion ; for their Pro- 
fely tes were of two forts, 

Such as were Profeliti Legis , who became perfedf Jews in Ger.berkh 
Religion, Jived among them, and engaged themfelves to the Profibpf* 
full Obfervance of the whole Law. cMtdai- 

And fucti as were called Profeliti Porta; that is, thofe foGmfo 
Heathens who were fo far converted, as to Acknowledge and dek^Pro- 
Worlhip the only true God, although they lived in other^* 
Nations, and obliged not themfelves to the performance or u *' 
what the Levitical Law required: thefe the Jews admitted in¬ 
to Participation of the fame common Hope and Salvation 
with themfelves, when they profefled their Faith in God the 
Creator, and their Obedience to the Law 

of Nature, together with the Seven Tradi- Precepts were, i. The 

tional Precepts of Noah. . ttSSTTSSSSS* 

dolatry. 3. Worjbipping the true God , and keeping the Sabbath. 4. Abftainipg from 
Murder, j. From Fornication. 6. From jobbery. 7 . From eating qf Blood , or ary 
Member of a Beaft taken from it alive. 

From all which it clearly appears, that the Ceremonial 
Law, to fpeak properly, is not abrogated to us Gentiles , it 
never being given with an intent to oblige us ; but it is tru¬ 
ly abrogated and difanulled to the Jews by the coming of 
Chrift, the Meftias into the World, in whom all thefe Types 
were to revive their full AccompIUhment. And concerning 
the Ablation of this Ceremonial Law, we muft underftand the 
Apoftle, when he frequently and eameftly after ts the Liberty 
of Believers, and their Freedom from the Law; that is, the 
believing Jews were pofitively freed from the necefiity of ob- 
ferving it ; and the believing Gentiles were negatively free 
from obfervkig it at all. 

D And 
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^nd for the farther clearing of this Matter, we mull know 
that in the very beginning of the Church, there arole great 
Diflention between the believing Jews, and the believing Gen¬ 
tiles , concerning the Neceffity of obferving the Levitical 
Among Law: for we find, Alls ijr. 5. That certain of the Sett of 
thefe Ce- the Pharifees which believed, affirmed, That it was needful 
rinthus t0 Circumcile the Gentiles, and to command them to keep 
Uadi™* the Law of Mofes. Which yet was greater Rigour than was 
Epipha- formerly uled to the Prolelyte Party, To determine this 
mus/*/- Quellion, the A potties and Elders meet together in a Coun- 
FhmC C1 * at J^rufalent; where after lome Debate, the whole Refult 
13. ’ feems in brief to have been this: That the believing Jews 
might ftill, without Offence, obferve the Rites and Ceremo¬ 
nies of the Law ; for though the Neceffity of them were now 
abrogated, yet the Ule ofthem might for a fealbn.be faw- 
fully continued ;• though they were mortuce, 
>;<*not mtrtifitra, dead they were,but hi- 
data foil mortem & refune-. therto not deadly: * They were expired, 
Bionem Domini revtiatn eft, a- yet fome time was thought expedient for 
mifiram tanquam vitam cffcn t i ie j r d ecen t Burial. And therefore we find 

%fo^ZVefrnomm% St - Patti himieff who foearneftty if! all his 
ficiis dedttcenda erantquodam- ‘ EpiftleS Oppofetfl the OblemtjOU of the 
modo ad Sejtuituram, necfimu- Ceremonial Law, yet he himlelf fubmits to 
late fed udigitfe; tun autem ^ u fg 0 f thole Rites, and purifieth himlelf 

corum obtreBntionibusfanquam * ifl the XcrtiplC according tO the L&W, \A$S 
canum morftbus frojijhdenda. 2,1. 2 6 . yea, he allb circumcilcth Timothy , 
troinde nunc qmfyuis cbrijiior becaule he was the Sonofa Jewefo Ms 1 6. 

'PitJTlLrlX J- by *wch he evidently dedf**, Th« 
non era fius deduHor, w thole Believers who were of that Nation, 
julm corporn, fed impiw fepuh though they were freed from the Neceffity 

HierorfmT Aug ^P- I9 ' ad> of, yet they might lawfully as yet, oblerve 
eronym * the Aaronical Conftitutions, efpeeially when 

to avoid giving of Offence, it might be expedient £b to do. 
So tender a thing is the Peace of the Church, that even a- 
brogated Rites and Ceremonies ffiould not, he violently re- 
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je&ed, to indanger a Wound and Schilm ; and therefore 
much lets ought conftituted and received Rites in things of 
lets moment than Sacrifice and Circumcifion, be fo ftifly and 
pertinacioufly oppugned to the incurable Breach and Divifi- 
on of the Church. 

But then concerning the Gentiles; although before the 
coming of Chrift, they might become perfect Profelytes to 
the whole Law of Mofes , and receive the 

Seal of Circumcifion, as * many of them * Izates King of Adiabena, 
did yet after tlw Evangelical Doftrine was 

conlummate, and die Apoftles lent into all have been „ chnjhan, yet that 
the World to preach it to every Creature, lx was circnmcijed according to 
they by the Holy Ghoft determine, in that t,3em \ nd °f j>* j} rSi injhuRer 
firft Council of the Church, That th eh Gen- m ^Zfeth. ** ^ ep ^ 
tiles Ihould by no means be burdened with 
any of thole Impofitionsbut as they were- heretofore by 
the Jews themlelves concluded tp be in a fife Condition, e- 
ven as many of them as worflfipped the true God, and ol> 
ferved the Commandments of Noah ; lo now die Apoftles 
Decree to prelerve them in the lame Liberty j and therefore 
write unto them, That they Ihould not lubjedfc themlelves 
to the dogmatizing Commands of falfe Teacher^ w ho re¬ 
quired them to be circumcifed, and to keep the Ceremonial 
Law ,* but that from as many as believed nothing more was 
required than only to abftain from Meat offered to Idols, and 
from Blood, and from Things ftranglfcd, and from Fornica- 
tiop ; i. e. ( as Judicious Mr. Hqoker very probably, intea- Eccle/Pd. 
prets it) from inceftuous Marriages within prohibited De- bb. 4. 
grees. And all thole Commands laid upon them by the A- 
poftlcs, are the very Precepts of Noah. But Circumcifion, 
and othet Obfervapces of the Ceremonialu. 3 * M ■„ _! > , ^ 
Law, they were not obliged to; * yea, they tiles 
were obliged not to oblerve them, as being rcmomal Law , even then when 
Subverfions of their' Souls y\AQs.t^ Uueving Jews mix&Uav 

A* 1 tl'iffore.'wsche;lam« Ho 
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bligdtien upon tbem.to Jo it,* ApofUe who himfelf circumcifed Timothy* 

22 » If*" 1 ? he w f s ° n °f a When 

ftrfitade them tofubmit to theft he writes to the Gent ties, he tells them ex- 
obfixvcmctt, uniefi it were an prefly, That if they be circumcifed, Chrift 

Opinion, that they were necef- p ro fi t them nothing,. Gal. <. z. 

Jarj in thtmfelves for their Ju- r ° ' 

fiification before God. Which wat indeed to evacuate the Death of Chriit, and overthrow 
the Foundation of the Gojpel. 

And thus we lee how far, and in what fence the Ceremo¬ 
nial Law is abrogated. 

IH. Thirdly , As concerning the Judicial Law,and thofe Precepts 

which were given the Jews for the Government of their Civil 
State j that Law is not at all abrogated, not to us, for it was 
never intended to oblige us. Neither indeed is it at all ne- 
ceflary, that the Laws of every Nation fhcruld be conformed 
to the Laws which the Jews lived under; for doubtieft each 
State hath its liberty to frame fuch ConftitutionS as may 
heft ferve to obtain the ends of Government: And there¬ 
fore although the Punilhment of Theft were ordained by 
, . God himfelf to be fometimes a double, (ometimes a four- 
i,*4. 11 fold, fometimes a five-fold Reftitution, yet are not our Laws 
to be condemned, which ordain the Penalty of this Tranfc 
greflion to be no left than Death ; for the Reafbn and Ne- 
ceflfity of every Nation is the beft Rule and meafure for thofe 
Laws by which they are to be governed. 

Neither is the Judicial Law abrogated to the Jews; for 
though now in their {cattered State the Laws ceafe to be 
of force, becaufe they ceafe to be a Body Politique, yet were 
their Difperfion again collected into one Republick, moft 
probably the fame National Laws would bind them now, as 
did in former times, when they , were an happy anti flourifh- 
tng Kingdom. 

IV. Fourthly , As concerning the Moral Law, of which I am 

new treating, that is partly abrogated, partly not* abroga¬ 
ted 
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ted as to (ome of its Circumftances, but not as to any thing 
of its Subftance, Authority, and Obligation. 

Fir ft, The Moral Law is abrogated to Believers as it was i. 
a Covenant of Works: For God in Mans firft Creation wrote 
this Law in his heart, and added this San&ion unto it, If 
thou doft this, thou (halt live ; if not, thou {halt die the 
Death. Now all Mankind finning in Adam, and thereby 
contracting an utter Impotency oi obeying that Law, that 
we might not all perifh according to the rigorous Sentance 
of it, God was gracioufly pleafed to enter into another Co¬ 
venant with us, promifing a Saviour to repair our loft and 
decayed Condition, and Eternal Life upon the eafier Terms 
of Faith and Evangelical Obedience. Indeed all thole who 
either never heard of Jelus Chrift, or do reject him, are ftill 
under the Law as a Covenant; and therefore their Eftate is 
moft wretched and deplorable; for being Tranlgreflbrs of 
the Law, there remaineth nothing for them, but a certain 
fearful looking for of Wrath and fiery Indignation to devour 
them as the Adverfaries of God: but thole who are true Be¬ 
lievers, are under a better Covenant, even the Covenant of 
Grace, wherein God hath promiled unto them Eternal Life 
upon the Condition of their Faith ; and they may with full 
afliirance of Hope, to their unfpeakable joy and comfort, ex- 
peCt the performance of it. And therefore, 

Secondly , To them alio the Moral Law is abrogated, as 
to its condemning Power. Though it fentenceth every Sin¬ 
ner to Death, and curfeth every one who continueth not in 
all things that are written therein, to do diem j yet through 
the Intervention of Chrift’s Satisfaction and Obedience, the 
fins of a Believer are gracioufly pardoned,' and the venome 
and malignity of the Curie is abolilht, it being difeharged 
wholly upon Chrift, and received all into his Body on the 
Crols: Gal. 3. 13 Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of 
the Law , being made a curfe for us ; and therefore we may 
triumphantly exult with the Apoftle, Rom. 8. 1 . There is 
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now no condemnation to them that are in ChriH Jefus. 

In thefe two refpe&s Believers are indeed freed from the 
Moral Law, As it hath the Obligation of a Covenant j and 
as it hath a Power of Condemnation. 

3. But thirdly , As it hath a power of obliging the Conlci- 
ence as a Handing Rule for our Obedience, fo it remains 
Hill in its full vigour and Authority,- it Hill dire&s us what 
we ought to do, binds the Conlcience to the performance of 
it, brings guilt upon die Soul if we trangrefs it, and re- 
duceth us to the necelTity either of bitter Repentance, or 
of Eternal Condemnation ; For in this fence. Heaven and 
earth JhaO fooner fafi away , than one jot or tittle Jhall pafi 
from the Law. r 

And therefore the Antinomian is to be abominated, that 
derogates from the value and validity of the Law, and con¬ 
tends, That it is to all purpofes extinefr unto Believers, e- 
ven fo much as to its preceptive and regulating Power,- and 
that no other obligation to Duty lies upon them who are in 
Chrift Jefos, but only from the Law of Gratitude: that God 
requires not Obedience from them upon fo low and forded 
an account as the tear of his Wrath and dread Severity, but 
all is to flow only from the Principle of Love, and the fweet 
Temper of a grateful and ingenious Spirit. • 

But this is a moft peftilent Do&rine which plucks down the 
Fence of the Law, and opens a Gap for all manner of Licen- 
cioufnefs and Libertinifm to rulh in upon the Chriftian World; 
for feeing that the Moral Law is no other than the Law of 
Nature written upon Man’s heart at the firft, fome Pofitives 
only being fuper-added, upon the fame account as we are 
Men, upon the fame we owe Obedience to thevDi&ates of 
it. And indeed we may find every part of this Law inforc’d 
in the Gofpel ; charg’d upon us with the fame Threatnings, 
and recommended to us by the fame Promifes ; and all in¬ 
terpreted to us by our Saviour himfelf to the greateft ad¬ 
vantage of Strictnefs and Severity. We find thedamq.Rules 
c . ’ for 
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for our Actions, the fame Duties required, the fame Sins for¬ 
bidden in the Gofpel, as in the Law; only in the Gofpel 
we have theie Mitigations, which were not in the Covenant 
of Works.* 

Fir ft) That God accepts of our Obedience if it be, Syn- 1. 
cere vote & conamine, in earneft defires and endeavours ; al¬ 
though we cannot attain that perfect Exadtnefs and fpotlefs 
Purity Which the Law requires, yet we are accepted through 
Chrift, according to what we nave, and not according to 
what we have not, if fo be we indulge not ourlelves in a 
, wilful Sloath and Contempt of the Law. 

Secondly , The Gofpel admits of Repentance after our Falls, 2;. 
and reftores us again to the Favour of God upon our true 
Humiliation: but the Law as a Covenant of Works, left no 
room for Repentance, but required perfect Obedience with¬ 
out the leaft Failure; and in cafe of Non-performance, no¬ 
thing was to be expected but the Execution of that Death it 
threatned. 

Yet withal, an higher degree of Obedience is now requir¬ 
ed from us under the Difpenfation of the Gofpel, than was 
expe&ed under the more obfcure and (hadowy Exhibiti¬ 
ons ofGofpei-Grace, by legal TypCsand Figures. Wecon- 
fefs that the Ifraelites , before the coming of Chrifl, were no 
more under a.Covenant of Works, than we are now •* but 
yet the Covenant of Grace was more darkly adminiflred un¬ 
to them: And therefore we having now received both a 
clearer Light to difcover what is our Duty, and a more plen¬ 
tiful EfFufion of the Holy Ghoft, to enable'us to perform it; 
and better Promifes, more exprefs and fignificative Teftimo- 
nies of God’a Exceptahce, and more full Aflurance of our own 
Reward; it lies upon us,having all thefeHelps and Advantages 
above them, to endeavour that our Holinefs and Obedience 
fhould be muchfuperipur to theirs; and that we fhould ferve 
Cod with more Readinefs and Alacrity, fince now by Jefus 
Chrift our Yoak is made eafy, and our Burden light. 
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So that you fee we are far from being difpenfed with for 
our Obligation to Obedience: but rather that Obligation is 
made the ftri&er by Chrilt’s coming into the World: and 
every Tranlgreflion againlt the Moral Law is inhaunced to 
an excels ot Sin and Guilt, not only by the Authority of 
God’s Injunction, which Hill continues inviolable, but like- 
wile from the Sanction of our Mediator and Redeemer, who 
hath invigorated the Precepts of the Law by his expreft 
Command, and promifed us the alfiltancc of his Spirit to ob- 
ferve and perform them. 

Now here before I can come particularly to treat of the 
Words of the Decalogue, I think it requisite to propound 
feme general Rules tor the right Understanding and Ex¬ 
pounding of the Commandments, which will be of great 
ufe to us for our right apprehending the full Latitude and 
pfid. 119.Extent of them. The Pfalmill tells us, That the Com- 
mandments of God are exceeding broad. They are exceed¬ 
ing llraight, as to any Toleration or Indulgence given to the 
unruly Lulls and Appetites of Men ; but exceeding broad, in 
the Comprehenfivenels of their Injunctions, extending their 
Authority over all the Actions of our Lives. Now that we 
may conceive lomewhat of this Breadth and Reach of the 
Law of God, obferve tliefe following Rules; 

l. JFirff, All thofe Precepts which are dilperfed in the Ho¬ 
ly Scriptures, and concern the regulating of our Lives and 
Actions, although they are not to be found exprefly menti¬ 
oned in the Decalogue, yet may they very aptly be redu¬ 
ced under one of thefe ten Commands. There is no Du¬ 
ty required, nor Sin forbidden by God, but it falls under 
one, at lead of thefe ten Words, and lometimes under more 
than one : and therefore to the right and genuine Interpre¬ 
tation of this Law, we mult take in wharfoever the Pro¬ 
phets, Apoltles, or our Lord Chrilt himfelf hath taught, 
as Comments and Expofltions upon it ; for the Decalogue 
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is a Compendium of all that they have taught concerning 
Moral Worlhip and Judice ,• yea, our Saviour doth Epito- • 
raize this very Epitome kfelf, and reduceth thofe ten Words 
into two, Love to God, which comprehendeth all the Du¬ 
ties of the firft Table; and Love to our Neighbour, which 
comprehendeth all the Duties of the fecond Table; and tells 
«s, that upon thele two hang all the Law and the Prophets, 
Matth. 2i. verle 37 to verle 41. And certainly a due Love 
. of God, and of our Neighbour, will make us careful to per¬ 
form aU the Duties of Religion to the one, and of Judice to 
the other, and keep us from attempting any Violation to 
his Honour, or Violence to their Right. And therefore the 
Apoftie tells us, That love is the fulfilling of the Law $ and Jfcw, 13 
1 Tin*, i. 4. that the end of the Commandment is Charity, IO * 
or Love the end; i. e. the Completion, or the Confumma- 
tion of the Commandment, is Love both to God, and one 
another. But concerning this I (hall have occafion to (peak 
inore largely hereafter. 


Secondly , Since mod of the Commandments are deliver 
ed in Negative or Prohibiting Terms, and only the Fourth 
and Fifth in Affirmative or Injoyning. We may oblcrve this 
Rule, That the Affirmative Commands include in them the 
Prohibition of the contrary Sin ,* ancf the : Negative Com¬ 
mands include the Injun&ion of the contrary Duty: for it 
is neeeflary that the contrary to whatr is forbidden, mud be 
commanded ; and again, the contraryto what is command¬ 
ed, mud be forbidden: As for tndance^ God in fjie $hird 
Commandment, forbids the taking ofhfc Nkme irt vain,there¬ 
fore by cbnfequence the hoHdwingarkl (atudifying his Name 
is therein commanded. The Fourth requires the fen&ify- 
ing of the Sabbath-day ,• therefore it furely followetb, that! 
theProphanatiba of it is theibby forbidden^* ThePifth com¬ 
mands us to Honor .our* Pareiifs j therefore it forbids us to be 
Difobedient or frijarioris to them. Arid (b it is eafie to‘col- 
kid of the red. E Thirdly , 
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thirdly, Obferve alfo, That every Negative Command 
binds femper and ad femper, as the Schools (peak $ i. e. al¬ 
ways, and to every moment of time: but the Affirmative 
Precepts, tho’ they bind always, yet they 
Ltcet Prtceptum affirmati- £ j Q ^ j t0 ever y moment j indeed as 

ut femper^ Mu impleatur , vel ^ th® habit of Obedience they do t bttt 

atiu de eo cogitatur, obhgat ta- not as to the Ads. To make this plai n 
men ad fimper fecundumhabi- £>y inftance : The firft Commandment, 

Thoti P 3 * 1 * have *0 other Gods before Me , 
paratus impure preceptum quo- bindeth always, and to every moment of 
ties occurrit faciendum. Du- time; lo that he is guilty of Idolatry, 
rand lib. i. dift. *». queft. 3. w hofoever ffiall at any time let »up any 
t- ; other God to worlhip, befides the. Lord 

Jehovah: But the Affirmative Precept, which is included 
in this Negative, viz. To Worlhip, to Love, to Invoke, 
to Depend upon this God, obligeth us always, for we 
muft never a & contrary hereunto ; and likewile it oblig¬ 
eth ns to every moment of time, in relped of the Ha¬ 
bits of Divine Love, and Faith, and Worlhip, yet it doth 
not oblige us to every moment, in relped of the Ads of 
thefe Habits $ for it is impoffible to be always adually pray¬ 
ing, adually praifing,. and adually worlhipping of God ; 
neither is it required that we ihould, for this would make 
one Duty Ihock and interfere with another. So likewile 
the fourth Commandment, which is Affirmative, Remember 
that thou keep holy the Sabbath-day, obligeth always j and 
wholoeverat any time prophanes the Sabbath, is guilty of 
' the Violation of this Law V but it doth not, it cannot oblige 
to every moment of time, fince this Day only makes its 
weekly returns, and every parcel of time is not a Sabbath- 
day. So likewilethe fifth Commandment is pofitive, Ho¬ 
nour thy Father and thy Mother , and binds always, Co that 
we fin if at any time we are refradory and.difobedient un¬ 
to their lawful Commands: .but, it doth npt oblige to the 
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ACts of Honour and Reverence in every moment of time, 
for that is impoflible, or were it not, it would be but mimi¬ 
cal and ridiculous. 1 

But now the Negative Precepts oblige us to every mo¬ 
ment of time } and whofoever ceafeth the Obfervation of 
them for any one moment, is thereby involved in Sin, and 
becomes guilty, and a Trangreflor before God: Such are, 

Thou Jhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 

Thou Jhalt not Kid. Thou Jhalt not Steal. Thou Jhalt not 
commit Adultery , &c. now there is no moment of time 
whatloever that can render the Non-oblervatioh of thefe 
Commands allowable $ nor are there any circumftances that 
can excufe it from Guilt: Whofoever doth prophane the 
Name of God by rafh fwearing, or trivial or impertinent, ut¬ 
tering of it; whofoever fheds innocent Blood ; whofoever 
purloyns from another what is rightly his ; whofoever is 
guilty of any Uncleannefs, let it be at what time, in what 
place, after what manner foever, let it be done paflionately 
or deliberately, whether he be tempted to it or not, yet he 
is a Tranfgreflor of the Law, and liable to that Curie and 
Death which God hath threatned to infliCt upon every Soul* 
of Man that doth Evil: whereas in the Affirmative Precepts 
there are feme times and fcafons to which we are not bound, 
lb as actually to perform the Duties injoyned us. This I 
fiippofe is clear, and without Exception. ■ 


Fourthly , Obferve this Rule alfo. That the fame Precept 
which forbids the external and outward A&s of Sin, ‘forbids, 
likewife the inward Defires and Motions of Sin; in the Heart* 
and the fame Precepts'which requires the' External A&s of 
Duty, requires likewife thofe holy Affections of the Soul, 
that are futable thereunto 9 : As for inftance, The fame Com¬ 
mand that requires, me to Worfhip God, exa&s from me 
not only the outward fervice of the Lip, or of the Knee, 
but much more the inward Reverence and Affe&ion of my 

E 2 Soul; 


Digitized by 


Google 


IV. 


3.8 


. 3(tt Citpofitiott ttprnt 

Sool; that I Ihould proftrate, not my Body odhr» btrt my 
very Heart at his Feet, fearing him as the greateft God, and 
loving him as die greateft Good, and with all the tender* 
neft and dearnefs of an amorous and ravilht Soul, clearing 
unto him, and dafping about him as my only Joy and Hap. 
pjinefs. And dierefore thofe are highly gjuky of the Vio¬ 
lation of this Command, who worlhip God only with their 
Bodies, when their Hearts are far eft ranged from him; ot¬ 
tering up only the IheU and husk of a Duty, whert the pith 
and lubftance which Ihould fill it, is given either to the 
World, or to their Lufts: Such as thefe are guilty of Ido¬ 
latry even in ferving and worwipping die true God ; for 
they fet up their Idoh in their Hearts, when they come to in- 
quire of him; as the Prophet complains, Ezek. 14. 7. 

So likewife that Poftdve Command, Htnmr thy Father 
and thy Mother , doth not only require from us the exter¬ 
nal Aos of Obedience to all the lawful Commands of our 
Parents, and Magiftrates, and thofe whom God hath, fet in 
Authority over us, but requires farther, an inward Love; 
Veneration, and Efteem for them in our Hearts. For tho’ 
Men can take no farther cognizance of us, than by our 
Overt-a&s, and if thofe be regular, they are likewife fatis- 
fa&ory to all Humane Laws; yet this is not fufficient Sads- 
fa&ion to the Law of God, who is the Difcerner and Judge 
of the Heart and Soul, and whole Law hath this (pedal Pre¬ 
rogative above all others, That it can with Authority pre- 
fcribe to our very Thoughts, Defires, and AffefHons. 

And then, as for NegativeGommands; they do not one- 
ly forbad the external Ads of Sin, but the inward Motions 
of Luft, finful Defires, and evil Concupifcence. And this 
we find it at large, Mattb, 5. where our Saviour makes it a 
great part of hts moft excellent Sermon upon the Mount,, 
to clear and vindicate the Moral Law from the corrupt' 
Gloftes and Interpretations of the Scribes and Pharifees; and 
to fhew, that the Authority-of the Law reached* not only 
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to prohibit finful Adtions, as that cortupt Generation thought, 
but finful Affedtions too ; Confute Verfe £-1. Te have heard, 
that it was (aid by them of old time, Thou fhalt not kill: and 
mbofoever pad kid, Jbatt be in danger of the Judgment. Here 
they flopt, in the very bark and rind of the Command* 
and thought it no Offence, tho’ they fuffered their Hearth 
to burn with Wrath, and Malice* arid Revenge; fo long as 
they pent it up there, and did hot fuffer it to break forth 
into bloody Murder. But what faith our Saviour Verfe 11 > 
But 1 fay unto ion. That whofoever is angry with his brother 
without a cauje, fbad be in danger of the judgement .* and 
whofoever fbaUfay unto his brother, Racha, Jhau be in danger 

3 f the connect : but whofoever fiadfay, ThoUfool, JhaS be iH 
'anger of hell-fire. You fee here, that not only the horrid 
Sin of Murder is forbidden by the Law, but all the Incentive!, 
to it, and Degrees of it, as Anger conceived inwardly in the 
Heart* or exprefl outwardly in Words. 

I cannot pals this place without giving you feme Liglit* 
for the right underflanding of it: 

Here are three Degrees of Sin, fhort of Murder, yet all 
forbidden by the fame Precept which forbids that: Caufelefs 
Anger againfl thy Brother; calling him Racha, and calling 
him, thou Fool; whereof die one itHI- exceeds the other in 
guih ; Racha fighifies a firttple witlefs Fellow, commonly u-- 
fed to upbraid luch as were' weak and ignorant: Ma>$, of 
thou Fool, fignifies one 5 that is not only igriorant, but wick¬ 
ed and ungodly; as the Scripture frequently ufeth the word 
in that fence, which is a far greater Reproach, than meerly 
to call him weak or filly. Now according to tliefe three 
degrees of Sins, our Saviour proportions three degrees of 
Punifhment to be infli&ed'on thole that are guilty of them, 
each feverer than other; caufelefs Anger fhail bring them 
in danger of the Judgment ; Racha, in danger of the Coun- 
cel ; and thou Fool, in danger of Hell-fire ; that is, theyfhall 
make them liable to the PUnifhments inffidtedby tliefe. 1 

But; 


Digitized by 


Google 


*9 


3° erpoGtfon npott 

But now to underftand the foil fcope and meaning of our 
Saviour in thefe Allufions, we mutt have recourle to the 
Hiftory of the JewiJh Commonwealth: and there we find 
that they had two Courts of Judicature ettablifot among 
them, the letter and the greater Sanhedrim; the Idler coi> 
fitted of twenty three Perfbns, and was ere&ed not only in 
Jerufalem , but in every confiderable City among the Jews. 
where there were fixfcore Houlholders ; thefe had Authori¬ 
ty to inflid Capital Punifoments upon Malefa&ors: but yet 
as the higheft Crimes fell not under their Cognizance, fo 
neither their (evereft Punifoments under their Award. And 
this Confiftory our Saviour calls here the Judgment ; and 
tells, That whofoever is angry with his Brother without a 
caufe, foall be liable to a Punifoment correspondent to that 
which this Sanhedrim was impower’d to inflid :; ftill apply¬ 
ing Temporals to Spirituals, that is, he foall be liable to E- 
ternal Death, though not fo feverely executed, as it would 
be for Crimes of a more heinous nature. 

Their greater Sanhedrim was their Supreme Court of Ju- 
"^dicature, and confifted of feventy Elders, befides their chief 
jJJJr Speaker or Moderator. You will find their firft Inttitution 
dub. 139. to have been by Divine Authority, Numb. 11.16. They fat 
only in Jerufalem ; their Sentence was decifive and determin¬ 
ing, from which there lay no Appeal: they were to Judge " 
of all harder matters, which could not be determin’d by o- 
ther Courts, as Caufes concerning a whole Tribe, or the 
whole Nation,* Caufes of War and Peace ,* Caufes concern¬ 
ing the High-Prieft, and the Million and Authority of Pro¬ 
phets that lpake unto them in the Name of the Lord: And 
this may be the occafion of that Speech of our Saviour, ft 
Luke 13. cannot be that a Prophet perijh out of Jerufalem; becaufe in 
Jerufalem alone was this Sanhedrim conftituted, which was to 
Judge of the Prophets, whether they were true or falfe : 
this Sanhedrim our Saviour here calls the Councel. And 
they had Pow er r.ot only of Life and Death, (as the other 
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bad) but likewife of inditing Death in a more fevere and 
tormenting manner than the other. And therefore our Sa¬ 
viour faith, Whofoever fliall call his Brother Racha , a vain 
witlels Fellow, (hall be in danger of the Councel ; wherein 
he ft ill brings the degrees of Puniihments among the Jews, 
to allude to the Punilhment of Sins in Hell; and fb the mean¬ 
ing is, that as he who ftiall caufelefly be angry with his Bro¬ 
ther, expofeth himfelf to the danger of eternal Death; fb he 
that IhaU fuffer his anger to break forth into any reproach¬ 
ful or reviling Language, although his Taunts be not very 
bitter nor biting, only to call him a weak filly Perfbn; yet 
hereby he incurs the danger of a feverer Sentence, and execu¬ 
tion of it upon him for ever. 

But now the fevereft Sentence which this Sanhedrim could 
pronounce againft the greateft Malefa&ors, was that they 
fhould be burnt alive with Fire. This Execution was always 
performed in the VaHy of Hinnom, joyning to Jerufalem, 
which being a place wherein were frequent Fires made, both in 
Idolatrous times forthe facrifidng of their Children to Moloch^ 
and in their Purer times.for continuing the Filth of their Ci¬ 
ty, and that which was as bad, their Mailefa&ors; it is not un¬ 
frequent in tbe Scripture to denote Hell by this Tophefi, this 
Vally of Hinnom ; which for its continual Fires, was a live¬ 
ly Type and Reprefentation of it; yea, the very Scripture- 
name for Hell, r tin*, feems to be derived from the Vally 
of Hinnom. 

Now as Burning of Malefactors in Gebemh, or the Vally 
of Hinnom, was among the Jews one of their higheft and fe¬ 
vereft Puniihments, atid never inflicted but where the Crime 
was very grofs and flagitious; fb faith our Saviour, He that 
faith to his Brother, M Thou Fool, fhall be in' danger of 
GebennX, of Hell-fire, i.«. of a feverer Punifhment in the true 
Hell, than thole who were either caufelefly angry, or ex- 
prefled their anger in more tolerable Reproaches, although 
. even they alfo mall (without Repentance) be eternally pu* 
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jiiflit. So that the fence of our Saviour in all this Allgfion 
Jfeenis to be this; That whereas the; Scribes and Pfearifees had 
reftraind that Command, Thou /halt not kill, only to a&ual 
Murder, as if nothing elfe were forbidden befjdes open Vio¬ 
lence and Bloud; our Saviour contrarywife teapheth, That 
not only tliat furious and barbarous Sin of Murder, but alio 
raih and caufelefs Anger, though k only cftuate and boyl in 
the Heart, much more if it call forth its foam at the Mouth 
ip reviling Speeches , foil underdiat Prohibition, Thou /halt 
not kill. All theft Degrees deferve to be punifht with eter¬ 
nal Death ; but, as among the Jews, fome were puniiht with 
lighter, others with more grievous Penalties, Co Ihall it be at 
the great Judgment: Anger in our Hearts ihall bp condemn¬ 
ed with eternal Puniihments; but if it break forth into re¬ 
viling £xpreilions, the Condemnation (hall be more intole¬ 
rable, and by fo much more, by how much die Reproaches 
are more bitter and ftrcaftical. 

This, in brief, I take to be the true meaning of this dif¬ 
ficult Speech of our Saviour, the whole feope whereof (hews, 
Tljat not only the grols Ads of Sin, but alfb the inward 
Qifpofitions, and corrupt Afte&ions unto Sin, and every de¬ 
gree and tendency towards k, are forbidden and threatned 
by the holy Law of God. ’• 

So likewife, Verfe 17 of this 5th Chapter, Te have heard 
that it was /aid 'if them of old time , Thon)halt not commit 
adultery. But I Jay unto you , That whofoever /hall look upon 
a woman to lul) after her, bath committed adultery already 
with her in his heart. Here our Savfour brings inward Cen- 
cupiftence to the Bar, and makes thd Heart and Eye plead 
guilty,although poflibly fhameor fear plight reilrain the grof- 
ier ads of Filthihefe. 

Thus, by theft few Inflances, although many more might 
be added, 1 have fhewn, that the fome Precept which forbids 
the outward ads of Sin, forbids likewife the inward deftres. 
and nqdtions of Sin in the Heart. , • 

And 
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And indeed there is a great deal of realbn for it: For God 
who is our Law-giver, is a Spirit ; he leeth and converfeth 
with our Spirits. There is not the leaft thought that flits in 
thy Soul, not the leaft fhadovv of an imagination caft upon 
thy Fancy, not the ftiileft breathing of a defire in the Heart, 
but God is privy to it ; he lees to the very bottom of that 
deep fpring and fburce of Thoughts that is in thy Heart ; he 
beholds them in their caules and occafions ; and knows our 
thoughts, as the Plalmill (peaks, afar off: he beholds our 
Souls more clearly and diftin&ly than we can behold one a- 
nothers Faces ; and therefore it is but fit and rational that 
his Laws ihould reach as far as his Knowledge; and that he 
ihould prelcribe Rules to that, whofe irregularity he can ob- 
ferve and punifii. - Hence it is that the Apoftle, confidering 
what an Energy the Law had upon that part of Man which 
leemed mod tree and uncontroled, his Mind and Spirit, calls 
it a Spiritual Law, We know, faith he, that the law is fpiri-upm.-. 
tual f and that becaule the fetching and convincing power > 4 * 
of it enters into our Spirits, cites our thoughts, accufeth our 
defires, condemns our affe&ions, which no other Law in the 
World, befides this, can do: For how juftly ridiculous would 
thole be, that ihould command us not to think dilhonour- 
aWy of them, not to defire any thing to their detriment and 
prejudice,* and ihould threaten us with Puniffiments in cafe 
of Diiobedience: but the Law of God comes into our Con- 
feiences with Authority, and in the Name of the great God, 
requires his Peace to be kept among dor tumultuous and Se¬ 
ditious Affedlons, beats down their carnal Weapons, and 
gives Confeience a power either to lupprefi all rebellious Iri- 
lurreCtions againft die Majefty of Heaveh, or e!|e to indite, 
accufe, and torment Men for them. And therefore die 
Word of God is by the Apoftle fed to be quick and power- ^ 4 
fid, and /harper than any two-edged [word, piercing even to the 
dividing a funder offoul andfpirit, and of the joints and mar- . 
row , and is a difeerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart ? 
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That is therefore a fourth Rule for the right underftand- 
ing of the Extent and Latitude of the Commands. 

V. Fifthly , Another general Rule is this, That the Command 

doth not only forbid the Sin that is exprefly mentioned, but 
all Occafions and Inducements leading unto that Sin.; and 
therefore we may olferve, that there are many Sins that are 
not exprefly forbidden in any one Commandment, but yet 
are redu&ively forbidden in every one, tow ards the Violati¬ 
on of which they may prove Occafions. And as lome one 
Sin may be an occaflon to all others, fb it may be well (aid 
to be forbidden in every Piecept of the Decalogue; I lhall 
inftance only in two of this kind, and they are, Familiarity 
with evil Perforis, or keeping of evil Company; and that 
reigning Sin of Drunkennels. 

For the firlt of thefo it is evident, that though it be not 
exprefly and in terminis forbidden in any one Command¬ 
ment, yet as it is a ftrong Temptation and Inducement to 
the Violation of each of them, lb it is a Sin againfl: them 
ail. There are no (uch fure Fa&ors for the Devil* as wick¬ 
ed Company, who will ftrive to rub,their Vices upon as 
many as they can infe&: and therefore thou who deiighteft 
in the company either of Atheifts, or Idolaters, or Swearers, 
or Sabbath-breakers, or Difobedient Rebels, or Murderers, or 
Whore-mongers, or Thieves, or Peijured Perfons, or Cove¬ 
tous Muck worms, thou art guilty of the breach of each of 
thefo Commandments; for tnou runneft thyfelf into the very 
Snare of the Devil, and takeft the lame courfo to make thy 
felf lb, which made them fuch. . And therefore we are all 
forbidden to keep Company with fuch prophane and profli-. 
gate Wretches, by the very lame Commandment which for¬ 
bids their Impieties, whatloever they be. 

And as for the focond Sin I mentioned, Drunkennels, it is 
now-a-days grown to liich an height of Impudence, that it 
confronts the Sun: And whereas in .the Apolties days, even 
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among the Heathens themfelves, fliame fo far prevailed up* 
on Vice and Debauchery, that it left Sobriety the Day, and 
took only the Night to itlelf, for they that would be drunk 
were drunk in tne Night; yet now among us Chriftians, 
Wickednels is grown (6 profligate, that we meet the Drun¬ 
kard reeling and ftaggring even at Noon-day, and ready to 
difcharge his Vomit in our Faces or our Bofbms. Poliibly 
lomc, who are belotted with this loathlome Vice, may think 
it no great Wickednels, becaufe it is not exprefly forbidden in 
this Summary of the Law j and lb they cry, Peace, peace, to 
themfelves, altho’ they go onto add Drunkennels toThirft. 

But of this common Sin I lay, that it is not againft any 
one particular Commandment of die Law, but againft all • 
for fince the Moral Law is the Law and Rule of right Rea- 
fon, the whole of it mull needs be broken, when Realon itlelf’ 
is perverted by Riot and Intemperance; the Man turned out 
of Doors, and the Beall taken in. So that indeed Drunken¬ 
nels is not lo much any one Sin, as it is all ,• never were all" 
the Commandments' more lurely broken, when Mofes call 
the two Tables out of his hands, than they are, in another 
fence, broken by the Drunkard. * For he hath put off the 
Man and hath put on the Swine ; and into fuch Swine it is 
that the Devil enters, as lurely as ever he entered into the 
Herd of the Gadarcucs; and drives them furioufly down the 
Precipices of all manner of Sins and Vices, till at length he 
plungeth and drowns them in the Lake of Fire and Brifti- 
ilone, and there let them drink their fill. 

And therefore whatsoever is commanded, or whatsoe¬ 
ver is forbidden, Drunkennels is forbidden, as being the 
greateft Advantage that the Devil hath to prompt Men to 
thole Abominations, that were they in their right fences, 
they would abhor and deteft. Is he, think you, fit to* 
worlhipGod, and to take him for his own God, who is 
not himfclf his own Man* Is not he guilty of Idolatry, 
who makes Bacchus his Deity, giving him the Libations 
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- of his Vomits, and failing proftrate before him ? Can he 
forbear taking the Name of God in vain, who hath taken 
the Creatures of God to his bane ; whole Tongue is fet afloat 
with his exceflive Cups, and whole Mouth the Devil Taps 
to let his Blalphemies, and Oaths, and Curies, and fearful Ex¬ 
ecrations run out the more fluently ? Can he keep holy the 
Sabbath-day, whole laft Night’s Drunkennels and Excels y 
rocks him afleep either in his own Houle, or in the Houle 
of God ? Is he fit to honour his Parents, who dilhonoureth 
his ow'n Body ? Can he abflain from Murder, who firft. takes 
the ready w ; ay to deftroy his own Body, and damn his own 
Soul ; and then, through the rage of Wine, is ready upon 
every flight provocation to mingle his Vomit with the Blood 
of others? Can he keep himtelf from filthy Uncleannefe, 
whole riotous Table doth but prepare him for a polluted 
Bed ? Shall not he aflevere that which is falfe, whole Rea- 
lon is lo blinded by the fumes of his Intemperance, that he 
knows no longer the difference between Truth and Fallhood? 
And finally, what bounds can he let to his Concupilcence, 
who by thus blinding the eyes of his Reafon, hath only left 
him Fancy and Appetite, both which the Devil rules and go¬ 
verns ? 

Thus you fee there are fome Sins, which though they 
are not exprefly forbidden in the Decalogue , yet are vir¬ 
tually and redu&ively forbidden, as being the foams and 
the occafions of othersj and among thefe, Drunkennefs e- 
ipecially, which ftrikes at every Law that God hath injoyn- 
ed us, the Guilt whereof is Univerfal, as well as the Sin E- 
pidemical. 

VI. Sixthly , Another Rule for the underftanding of the De¬ 

calogue is this, That the Commands of the firft Table are 
not to be kept for the lake of the Second; tytt the Com¬ 
mands of the Second are to bp kept for the fake of the Firft. 
The firft Table commands us thole Duties which inlmediate- 
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Iy relpedfc the, Service and Worlhip of God; the leCond 
thole which refped our Demeanour towards Men : Now 
the Worfhip and Service of God is not to be performed 
out of refpetft to Men; but our Duty towards- Men is to 
be oblerved out of refpeft to God. For he that worfhips 
God that he might thereby recommend himfelf to Men, 
is but an Hypocrite and Formalift j and'he that performs 
his Duty towards Men, without r.efpe<fting God in it, is 
but a meer civil Moraldl. Tile firft Table commands us 
not to worlhip Idols; not to {wear ; not to prophane the 
Sabbath. The Laws of the Magiftrate commands the ve¬ 
ry lame ,• and thole who are guilty of the breach of them, 
are liable to Humane Punhhiinents * but if wetherrfot-e 
abftain from thefe Sins, becaufe they' will expofe us to 
fhame, or fullering among Men;, if therefore only we 
worlhip God, that Men may relpedt and venerate us, 
all the-pomp and oftentation of our Religion is but! Hy* 
pocrily; and as fuch lhall have’its''Reward: foF Godr©* 
quireth to be fcrved not for Man’s lake, but for His 

own. ' " ‘' . 

The fecond Table prelcribes the right ordering of our 
Converlation towards Men; that we lhould be dutiful artel 
obedient to’our Superiours; loving and kind td our Equals; 
charitable and beneficial to our Irtferiours ; ; and juft and 
righteous towards all. Thele Duties are aortO be done on¬ 
ly for Man’s lake, but for God’s ; and thole who perform 
them without refpe&ing Him in them, lole both their 
Acceptance and Reward. And tlierefore our Saviour con- 
denis that lovo and 'beneficence Which proceeds meerly 
upon Humane and Prudential Accounts, Matth. y. 46. If 
yon love them only which love you , what reward have- you ? 
do not even the publicans the fame-* And Luke 6. 35, 34. 
If yon do good to them which do good to you , what thanks 
have you-? for finuets aifb do the- fame. And if you lend 
to them of whom you - hope to receive , nbat thanks have 
• you * 
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you t for, Jiwters lend to ptmers y to receive as much again. 

But we ought not therefore to ferve God for Mans fake • 
but we ought to love Man for God’s fake ; and to perforin 
the Duties of the fecond Table out of coDfcience and re- 
fped: to God ; and that Refpedt is threefold: . 

X * j F c r ^ 0bedience to his Authority j for then what we 
do for Men is an acceptable work and fervice, when we 
do it out of a fmcere principle of obeying the Will and 
Command of God. 

x * Secondly, Conformity unto his Example. And this our 
Saviour urgeth, Matth. 5. 45-. That ye may he the chil. 
dren of your Father which is in heaven , for he maketh his 
pm to rife on the evil and on the good; and fendeth ruin 
on the juft and the unjufl. 

3. .Thirdly * A comfortable Hope and Expedition of his E- 

ternal Reward: Luke 6 . 35. Loveyour enemies , and. do. good* 
and your-reward Jhall be great. 6 


This is 'the way to exalt Morality to be truly Divine ; 
and to make Mhatfoever w e do towards Men, to be an 
acceptable Service unto God. JBy this means we rate- 
reft Him in all the Adfe of our Charity, our Jufticc, and 
' Temperance; and we may be allured, that what we thus 
do for His fakefhall in the end be rewarded by his 
Bounty. 


VII. - Seventhly , Another Rule is tins., That the Commands 

of the firlt Table, fo far forth as . they are purely Mo¬ 
ral, luperfede our Obedience to the Commands of the 
fecond Table, when they are not both confident. As for 
inflance, We are in the fecond Table required to obey our 
Parents, and to maintain and preferve otfr own Lives: 
"" yet if we are brought into fuch circumftances as that we 
muft nccellarijy dilobey either God or them, either pro- 
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fiitute our Souls to Guilt, or our Lives to Execution, in 
fuch a cafe our Saviour hath inftru&edus, Lake 14. z 6 . 

Tf any man come unto me , and bate not his father , and mo¬ 
ther , and wife , and children, yea and hit own life alfo , 
cannot le my difiiple. Indeed a pofitive hatred , of thefe 
is unnatural and impious ; but the hatred which our Sa¬ 
viour here intends, is comparative, i. e. a loving them lets 
than Chrift, than Religion and Piety. And it the com¬ 
mands of the one, or, the concerns of the other are at a- 
ny time to be violated, or negle&ed, it muft only be 
when we are fore that they are incompatible with a good 
Confidence, and true Godlinefs. 

Again in the eighth place. Whereas in the firft Table VIII. 
there is one Command partly Moral and Natural, partly 
pofitive and infiituted, and that is our Obfervation of the 
Sabbath: we may obferve that our Obligation tor the Du¬ 
ties of the fecond Table, doth oftentimes foperfede our 
Obedience unto that Command of the firft Table. It fre¬ 
quently happens, that Works of Neceflity, and Mercy, 
will not permit us to be imployed jn Works of Piety, 
nor to fan&ifie the; Sabbath after fech a manner, as elfe 
we ought:. For the Lord requireth Mercy rather ; than 
Sacrifice, Hofea 6 . 6 . Apd this oor. Saviour alledgeth, 

Matth. 9. ij. In which fence it holds true. That the 
fablath was made 1 for man , not man for the fahbath, Mark 
x. xj. Whatsoever therefore is a Work of Neceflity, or a 
Work of Charity and Mercy, and that not only towards 
Man, but even towards brute Beads tbemfelves, may 
lawfully be, done, on the Sabbath-day, without bringing 
upon us the guilt of Prophanation; for that which i& 
purely Moral in the'fecond Table, doth in a fort de¬ 
rogate from, whet is hut pofitive, and infiituted .in the 
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IX. A nineth Rule is this, Whatloever is forbidden in any 

Command, both all the figns and lymptoms of it, and 
likewife ail the effaJb and conlequents of it, are forbid¬ 
den in the lame. Thus under the Prohibition of Idola¬ 
try fells the Prohibition of the feafting in the Idol-Temples, 
and eating Meats fecrificed to them, as being too evident 
a fign and teflera of our Communion with them. So in 
the feme Command wherein Pride is forbidden, (which 
is chiefly the firlt and (econd, for a proud Man lets up 
himfelf lor his God, is his own Idol, and is his own Ido¬ 
later,) in the feme are forbidden all the figns and effects 
of Pride, as a lofty Look, and a mincing Gate, an affedf- 
ed Behaviour, and vain fentaftique Apparel; againft which 
the Prophet largely declaims, If at. 3. the 16 to the end; 
becaule although Pride doth not formally confift in thele 
things, yet they are figns and effedfs of Pride, and con¬ 
trary unto that Modefty and Decency which God re¬ 
quires. : ■ "J 

X. The tenth and 1 laft Rule is this , The Connexion be¬ 
tween the Commands is fo dole and intimate, and they 
are lo linkt together, that wholoever breaketh one of 
them is guilty of all: Now that Bond which runs thorough 
them, and knits them thus together, is the Authority and 
Sovereignty of God injoyning their Gblervance; lb that 
wholoever fails in his due Obedience to any one, doth 
virtually and interpretatively trangrefe them - ail. Thus 
we find it exprefly affirm’d, James x. 10J Whofiever fha/l 
keep the ibholt and yet ojfenrf' in one point, it ptilty 
of all Not as though the Violation of one Precept Were 
actually the 'Violation bf another, ^ lor maiiy may Steal, 
and yet not a&ually Murder; many- a gam 7 may Murder, 
and yet not actually commit Adultery.) But this place 
of the Apoflle mult be underltood of violating tliat Au¬ 
thority 
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thority which palleth thorough them all, and by which all 
the Commandments have their jSan&ion: For lince the 
Authority of die great God is. one and the lame in all 
thele Laws, he diat (hall lo far difrefpe# this Authority, 
as wilfully to break one of them, evidently declares, that 
he owns it not in any: And although other confiderati- 
ons may reftrain luch an one from thole Crimes which 
are forbidden by lome Commandments, yet his Obler- 
vance of them is no part of Obedience ; nor can it be 
interpreted to be performed out of Conlcience and Re- 
lpe<ft towards God, for were it lo, the lame Authority 
which with-held him from Murder, or Theft, or Adul¬ 
tery, would likewile reftrain him from Lying, or taking 
the Name of God in vain: and he that is guilty of thele 
Offences, is likewile guilty of all, becaule the lame Au¬ 
thority is ftampt upon them all alike, and is alike viola¬ 
ted in the tranlgreflion of each ; and this very realbn the 
Apoftle lubjoyns to his allertion, Verfe n .He that faid , 
Do not commit adultery; faid alfo , Do not kid. Now if 
thou commit no Adultery, yet if thou Kill, thou art be¬ 
come a TranlgrelTor of the Law; yea, of the whole Law, 
as breaking that Fence which God had let about his Law, 
even his loveraign and abfolute Authority. 

Thele are the Rules which may dire# your Under- 
Handings to a right Knowledge of the Latitude and Com- 
prehenfivenels of the Law. As for the Application of 
them to particular Cafes, I mull leave that to the Judge¬ 
ment -of Chriftian Prudence ; only in the enliiing Trea¬ 
dle you will meet with fundry Examples of it. 


It will be now requilite that I Ipeak fomething (arid 
that chiefly becaule others have Ipoken.fo much) con¬ 
cerning the Order of thele Commands ,• the Number of' 
them is no way queftioned, for God himlelf hath deter¬ 
mined them to be Ten Commandments, Exod. 34. 28.^ 
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but the Method and Difpofition of them is much contro¬ 
verted ; and I think with more Heat and Contention tlian 
the Caufe deferves ; for. if all that God hath Ipoken be in- 
tirely delivered to us, what great concern is it, whether 
this or that Command be reckoned the fecond, third, or 
fourth This certainly tends but little to Piety ,• and we 
had need rather to imploy our Care how to keep them 
than how to reckon them. ’ 

And therefore, waving all other Differences, (as that of 
Thom, a- Hefychius, making the tu ff Command to be this, I am the 
I'.q^’oo. Lor ^ \" hich " c vv ^ t ' 1 g 00 ^ realon affirm to be 

Arc. 4. ' only a part of the Preface; and leaving out the fourth 
concerning the Sanctification of the Sabbath ; and that of 
the feventh, placing, Thou fhalt not Kill , after, Thou Jhalt 
not commit Adultery; Thou Jhalt not Steal ; whereas w’e ac¬ 
cording to the Hebrew Verity place it before;) all that I 
fhall remarke is, the Difference between the Papifts and 
us in the Enumeration of the Ten Commandments: They 
generally hold, that there are but three Commands in the 
firff Table ; and therefore make (even in the fecond: and 
to compleat this number, as they joyn the firft and the 
fecond into one, fo they divide the tenth into two. Con¬ 
cerning this Divifion, or Union, we would not be much 
contentious with them, were there not a Sacrilegious and 
Idolatrous Defign coucht under it; for finding the fecond 
Commandment to ftrike fo direCtly at their Jmage-Wor- 
fhip, they thought it expedient to deny it to be any di- 
ftinCT Precept of itfelf, but only an Appendix or.Expofi- 
tion of the,former, Thou Jhalt have no other Gods before 
Me; that fo they might with the better colour omit it, as 
generally they have done in all their Books of Devotion, 
and for Inftru&ion of the People. So that of thole few 
among them that can rehearfe the Decalogue, you {hall 
find none that will repeat, Thou Jhalt not make unto thee 
any graven Image , thou Jhalt not bow down thy felf unto 

them , 


Digitized by 


Google 


43 


tj)t jfirtt Commantmient. 

them, nor ferve them; as not knowing that any fuch thing 
is forbidden them by God. And yet that they may make 
up the full number of the Commandments, they divide the 
tenth into two ; one forbidding the coveting of our Neigh¬ 
bour’s Wife; and the other, the coveting of any other of 
his Pofleflions. 

, The only Authority they produce, from Antiquity, for 
this Order of the Decalogue, is that of 
St. Aujline; and it is very true, that he- Aig-Ep- *°9- aijanuar. 
doth in many places of his Works fo con- Stmumitf. d* tempore. Lib. 

joyn and divide them: but far from any Traft.^tn johM. Mamci ‘ 
defign of promoting Idolatry, or keeping 
the People in Ignorance, that the worlhipping of Images 
was forbidden : Yet in this particular he went contrary 
to the current of all former Antiquity • yea, contrary to 
the very order of the Scripture, for whereas they lay that 
the ninth Commandment is, Thou Jhalt not covet thy Neigh¬ 
bour s Wife; and the tenth, Thou Jhalt not covet thy Neigh¬ 
bour s Houfe , nor his Servant , &c. If we confuit Exod. 
zo. 17. we fhall find thkt the Command runs thus: Thou 
Jhalt not covet thy neighbours houfe, thou Jhalt not covet 
thy neighbours wife > &c. from which it certainly follows,' 
that they cannot make two Precepts, but appertain to 
one. 

But enough of this, which I had not mentioned, had it 
not been concealed out of fuch an impious Defign. 

And now I think my way is clear to the Words them- 
felves. 

In them we have the Preface, and the Precepts, 

The Preface in tliefo words : I am the Lord thy God, 
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt , out of the 
houfe of bondage . 

The Precepts are ten ; whereof the firft and chief is, 

Thou Jhalt have no other gods before me. 

G z The 
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The Preface carries an equal Refped and Reverence to 
all the Commandments, ana contains a ftrong Argument 
in it to enforce the Obedience of them. 

And as Kings and Princes do ufually prefix their Names 
and Titles before thole Laws and Edufts which are let 
forth by them, to gain the more Attention, and the great¬ 
er Veneration to what they publilh j 16 here the great 
God, who is the King of Kings, being to proclaim a Law 
to his People of Ifrael y that he might affedt them with the 
deeper Reverence of his Authority, and make them the 
more afraid to tranlgrels thole Laws that were ena&ed by 
lo mighty a Potentate, and fo glorious a Majjeftv, He dil- 
plays and blazons his Name and his Stile before them, I am 
the Lord thy God , which brought thee out of the land of E- 
gypt, and out of the houfe of bondage $ that they might learn 
to fear his glorious and fearful Name, The Lord thy God ; 
as we find it, Pent. i8. 58. 

Now as all Arguments that are prevalent and cogent, are 
adapted to work upon one of thele two Paflions by wliich 
we are fwayed in all the a&ions of our Lives, either our 
Fear or our Love, fo here likewile God hath accommoda- 
ted himlelf to our Temper, and proclaims, 

Firfl, His Authority to beget Fear, / am the Lord thy 
God. 

Secondly , His Benefits and Mercies to ingage Love, The ^ 
Lord thy God y that brought thee out of the land of E- 
gypt, out of the houfe of bondage. 

And both thele, that having fo ftrong an Obligation up¬ 
on our very Natures, as the Motives of Love and Fear, he 
might the more readily work us unto Obedience. For 
what Motives can be urged more enforcing than thele, 
which are drawn both from Power and Gooanefs ; the one 
obliging us to Subje&ion, the other to Gratitude ? 

Eirfly 
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Fir ft, He is the Lord God, the great Creator, the one- 1. 
ly Proprietor, the abfolute Governour and Dilpoler of all 
things: and therefore upon this account we owe an aw¬ 
ful Obfervance to all his Laws and Injun&ions. It is but 
fit and juft that we fhould be fubjed unto Him that crea¬ 
ted us, and who hath infinite Power for our Contuma¬ 
cies and Rebellions eternally to deftroy us. He is the 
Lord God, the great and glorious One whole Kingdom 
is from Everlafting to Everlafting, and whole Dominion 
hath no Bounds, either of Time or Place: Behold ’ faith 
the Prophet, the nations are but at a drop of the locket, 
and are accounted but as the fmall daft of t he ballame t bi- 
hold, he tabeth up the ijles as a very little thing. All na¬ 
tions before him are at nothing, and they are accounted un¬ 
to him left than nothing and vanity, Uai. 40. ij , 17. His 
Voice fhakes the Heavens, and removes the Earth out of 
its place ; his Way is in the Whirlwind $ Storms and Tem¬ 
pers are his Harbingers ; and the Clouds are the Duft 
railed by his Feet; the Mountains quake at his Pretence ; 
at his Difpleafure the Hills melt away ; the World and all 
the Inhabitants of it are diflolved: His Fury is poured out 
like Fire, and the Rocks are thrown down by him : His 
Hand fpans the Heavens, and he holds all the Waters of the 
Sea in the hollow of it Heaven is the Throne of his Glo¬ 
ry, and the Earth his Foot ftool; his Pavilion round about 
him, dark Waters and thick Clouds of the Skiej ten thou- 
fand times ten thouland glorious Spirits itand alway mi- 
niftring before him; they flie on his Errands, and are rea¬ 
dy prell to execute his Sovereign Will and Plealure: Who 
is like unto thee O Lord, glorious in Holinels, fearful in 
thy Praites, doing Wonders, and therefore who would not 
fear thee O King of Nations, and tremble and be aftonilht 
when once thou art angry ? Wilt thou then, O vile and 
wretched Sinner, defpite the Authority and Majefty of 

the 
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the great God, before whom all the Pow ers of Heaven 
and Earth lye proftrate ? Dareft thou infringe his Laws, 
and violate his Commands, who is fo great and terrible a 
God, that he can deftroy thee by the very breath of his 
Noftrils } By the breath of his noftrils they are confumed , 
-j fob 4. 9. Yea, he can look thee to death : They perilh at 
the rebuke of thy countenance, Pfal. 80. 16. Art thou 
able to contend with this God ; art thou a fit match for 
the Almighty ? Can thy heart endure, or thy hands be 
ftrong, in the day when the Lord lhall deal with thee, and 
come to recompence Vengeance upon thee for all thy 
Ttanfgrelfions ? Who among you can dwell with the de¬ 
vouring Fire? who among you can dwell with everlafting 
Burnings? 

Certainly, did we but frequently thus over-awe our hearts 
with the ferious confideration of the dread Majefty and lu- 
preme Authority of the great God, we fliould not dare fo 
prefumptuoufly to provoke him, as we do. Fear is a moft 
excellent Prelervative from Sin ; and a ftrong Fence that 
God hath let about his Law, to keep us from breaking 
thole Bounds which he hath prelcribed us. And therefore 
.the wile Man gives us this Advice, Ecclef. 12. Fear 
God and keep his commandments. And the Plalmift, Pfal. 
4. 4. Stand in awe and fin not. 

Secondly , As the Authority of God is let forth to move 
us to Obedience by working upon our Fear; lo his Bene¬ 
fits and Mercies are declared to win us to it from a Prin¬ 
ciple of Love and gratitude: The Lord thy God ’ who hath 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt , out of the houfe of bond¬ 
age. And indeed this, though it be a foft, yet is a moft 
powc-rful and effedual Argument: Hath God furrounded 
thee with Blellings, and loaded thee every day with his 
Benefits ; haft thou received thy Life, thy Being from him, 
and 16 many Comforts in which thou takeft delight, and 

he 
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he allows thee lo to do ; haft thou been delivered by his 
watchful Providence from many Deaths and Dangers, re- 
ftored from Sicknefs, or preferved in Health ; doth he feed 
thee at his Table, and cloath thee out of his Wardrobe; 
nay, what is infinitely more, hath he given thee his one- 
ly Son, and his Son given thee his Life and molt precious 
Blood; hath he fent thee hisGofpel, and in it the exceeding 
great and precious Promifes of eternal Glory, a Glory 
w hich Hope durft not behold enough to exfpedf, nor is I- 
magination large enough to conceive ; hath he lent thee 
his Spirit to feal and ratifie all thefe Promifes to thee; hath 
he crown’d thy. head with many rich Bleflitigs liere, and 
will lie crown it with Joy and Blefledneis hereafter, and 
canft thou, O Soul, be fo unkind and difingenuous as tode-i 
ny any thing to that God, who hath denied nothing to 
thee ? Canft thou refufe him the only thing he requires of 
thee, the only Teftimony which thou canft give, that thou 
haft any fence of his Favour ? and efpecially confidering he 
requires it only that he may reward it with farther Blef- 
fings. Canft thou wrong that God who hath been fo kind 
and gracious unto thee, and is continually doing thee 
good ? Canft thou defpife his Precepts, who hath regard¬ 
ed thy Prayers? Wilt not thou hear him (peaking unto 
thee, who hath often heard thee when thou haft cryed 
unto him, and hath helped and faved thee? Certainly the 
Ingenuity of Humane Nature forbids it,, the Love of God 
conftraineth otherwifc, efpecially fince he hath required 
Obedience from us as the evidence and expreffion of our : 
Love to him; Job, 14 . 11 . He that hath my commandment s t 
and keepeth them y he it is that loveth me. And in the Se¬ 
cond Epiftle of St. John , v. 6 , This is love , that.we walk af¬ 
ter his commandments. And that wliich is a moft. cogent 
Motive, thine own Intereft and eternal Concernments en¬ 
gage thee to it: For what doth the Lord thy God require- 
of thee y hut to fear the Lord thy God, and to love him , and 

to 
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to hep his commandments , which I command thee this day 
for thy goody Deut. io. ix, 13. God might have requir¬ 
ed from us the very fame Obedience which now he doth, - 
without promifing us any Reward for it j for we owe him 
all that we can poflibly ao, as he is the Author of our Be¬ 
ings ; and every power and faculty of our .Souls ought to 
be imployed for him who gave them unto us. But when 
the great God hath been lo far pleafed to condelcend from 
his Prerogative, as to command us nothing but what hath 
already brought us very great advantages, and w ill for the 
future bring us far greater, when His hands Ihall be as full 
of Bleflings, as His mouth is ot Commands; w hen he en- 
joyns us a Work that in itfelf is Wages, and yet promifeth 
us Wages for doing of that Work ; when the Mercies he 
hath already given us do oblige us, and the Mercies he 
hath promifed yet to give us do allure us ; certainly we 
mull needs be the mod difingenuous of all Creatures, and 
the greateft Enemies to our own Happinds, if thele Con- 
fiderations do not win us to yield him that Obedience w hich 
redounds not at all to his profit and advantage, but our 
own. 

Thus you lee how God hath inforced the Obfervation of 
his Law upon us, both by his Authority and by his Mer¬ 
cy j the one to work upon our Fear, the other upon our 
Love, and both to engage us to Obedience. 

Now here it is oblervable, that in the rehearfal of thole 
Mercies which lhould oblige unto Duty, mention is made 
only of thofe which feem to concern th tlfraelites, and no 
other People, J am the Lord thy God, which brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage: From 
which fome would infer, that the Decalogue only relpe&s 
them j and that the Commands then given, do not at all 
appertain unto us, no more than the Benefits commemo' 
rated. 

But 
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But the Anfvver is eafie: For this Mercy here mentioned 
of Deliverance from Egypt, and the Houle of Bondage, is 
to be underftood either Literally or Typically. 

If we under Hand it Literally, (o indeed it refers only to 
the People of Ifrael, whom God brought out of Egypt with 
a mighty Hand, and with a ftretched out Arm; and fiich a 
feries of Miracles, that they were almoft as ordinary as the 
common effe&s of God’s Providence. 

But if we underftand this Typically and Miftically, fo it 
is true, that God. hath brought us allb out of Egypt, and 
out of the Houle of Bondage: and therefore the inforce* 
merit of the Commandments upon this account and confi- 
deration, belongs to us Cbriftiaqs, as well as it did belong 
to the Church of the Jews; for fhould we run up the Al¬ 
legory to the Spiritual fence of it, we (ball find a wonder¬ 
ful Agreement betwixt them, and a near Reprefentation of 
our state in' the State of the ifraelftes; let it fufiice to 
compare therif together only in a few remarkable Inftan- 
ces: As they were kept in Bondage under the rigorous 
Tyranny of Paraob, who fought both by Policy and Pow¬ 
er to deftroy them ; fo were we kept in Bondage under 
the Tyranny Of the DeviJ, of whom Paraob was a black 
Type and Shadow \ and as God delivered them from his 
liana by a Temporal Salvation, fb hath he delivered us from 
the power of the Devil by a Spiritual Salvation, redeeming 
us from the flavifh Imployment of lading ourfelves with 
thick Clay , ahd leading US thrbugfi the Red Sea of his 
Son’s Blood, in which all our Spiritual Enemies are cfeftroy- 
ed ,* and conducing us thorough the Wildemefi of this 
World, unto the promifed Canaan, that Land that floweth 
with Milk and Hony, the Seat of Reft, and Eternal Joy. and 
Felicity, even Heaven itfelf: and therefore if theconfide- 
rationof a Temporal Deliverance were fo pow erful a Mo¬ 
tive to ingage the Ifraelites unto Obedience ; how much 
more efie&ually Ihould we be obliged unto it, whofe De- 
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Iiverance is far greater than theirs was; for God hath deli¬ 
vered us from the Power of Darknefs, and hath traftflated 
us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, Colojf. i. 13. jj e 
. hath delivered us from the Wrath to come, 1 Thef. r. 1 o. 
tie hath abolifhed Death for us, and brought Life and Im¬ 
mortality to light through the Golpel, 2 Tim. j, IO , And 
therefore as opr Deliverance is Spiritual, fb ought* our O* 
bedience to be; that being delivered from, the Juftice of 
God, the condemning Power of the Law. the reigning 
Power of Sin, the . Sting of an accufmg Conlcience. the 
Rege and Malice of the, Devil, and the intolerable Tor* 
merits of Hell, we might with all . £qve && jTJisrikfiAiefi 
cnearflilly lerve tJiat Gpd,.,whofe Mprcy t liatli t*epn extend¬ 
ed towards us in thole tilings which are of fughefl and moft 
precious concernment..• ... ; ..... , r .... , .* 

. And tfiqs you fee,jlje\ reaion of this, Preface, lam the 
Lord%Go£. ivhicffrwgJst ike-out,^ihe 'kndof Bgypi ? 
and how-' it i§ jboi^^l^l^ncP obligatory Jx> vsCiirC 
fhans, as woT} 45, to.tlie Jews ; containing a Declaration of 
God’s Authority,ito if^bree, and; Ojf ; his Mercy, tQs oblige us 
to the. Qlpediepce f of .tnole.jLaw^.vvhich he delivers. 

. t <?bp^ ; nbw. tp^the ^cepts-themfelve^; whereof the- 
flrtf: 'and.cjneiefti is., Tfio'p fait.'(jape.#9 other gods before 
me .• Wliicll Jbec^ufp it ijj Negative,- and all Negatives de¬ 
pend uppV aA^.h 1 # bem^aiuj-ed by the T^uth’of their 
contrary, Ajffirm^ive, t^ei^iouf I lbajl firfl: confider what 
Duties^ cQirihiandet^ lp.Vjthi^ Precept j ^nd then,; what. 
Sinsaropr.pliibitecb.o |-Vi . -r •- , - . .r- V,, • ,< : 

Four Tilings are here required :. r • ; r j > 

, , • ' .. ■ • • r 

I. Firfi, That we muft Jiav’e a God;- Againll Atheilm. 

II. .* Secondly, That w<? muff haveithpiord Jefovahifbr our« 

God: Which forbids Idolatry.. 7 .. •. v , .. . 

Thirdly y 
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Thirdly, That we muft have the only true God the Lord III. 
Jehovah alone for our God : And this forbids Politheifm, 
or the worfhipping of many Gods ; and Samaritanifm, of 
the worfhipping ot ialfe Gods together with the True, like 
thofe Samaritans Ipoken of, x Kings 17. 33. who feared 
the Lord; and yet ferved their own Gods ; making a 
ft range Medly in Religion, and blending thofe tilings to¬ 
gether that were utterly irreconcilable: as if they intended 
Pot only to be Partakers themleives w'ith Devils, but to 
make God fo too: which is the greateft Gratification that 
efln be given to that proud and wicked Spirit, whole Am- 
btrioh it is-to Emulate and Rival God in Worflfp. The 
Apbftle hath told us, That thofe things which the Gentiles 
facrifice , they facrifice to devils, and not to God, 1 Cor. 1 o. 

id. • ‘ ■' ; 

... - . hi. ' . /. •: : . - -u •. -• ■ ... - • - 

, Now thus ttt joyh arty odier thing ti ith God, .asi' tTic 
Objedbof our VVorfhip; js infinitely’to'Rebate' ari’d'defpais 
age him j fince it intimates,' diat’ fbmethirig befides God is 
excellent, and perfedt as Hinifelf. And therefore Zephan. 
t. f. God (cverely threatens to ctft off, and to. deft toy 
thofe chaF'worftiii} anddwear byThetbrcl, "and* that fwear 
by Malcham. - . ,K ’ v ’ 1 ' 1 “ d' ‘j * " ^ 

' * • c # * , 

Fourthly ,. It requires that all thefe Services and A&s. o£ IV. 
Worfiirp w hich we tender unto the true arid only God*, Le 
performed with fincerity and trite Devotion-V Tfiis/is im- - 
plied ill that expretfion befor$ me,’ thou Jhalt have no 'other 
gods before me, or in my fight:' And this forbids both Pro- 
plianenels on the one hand, and Hypocrifie on the other, 

For becaufe die moft lecret and retired Apartments of the 
Heart, are all naked and bare in the fight of God, and our 
very Spirits are as it were clifle&ed, and lo expofed to his 
view and obfervation ; therefore to have no other God be- 

H i fore 
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fore him, denotes that our ferving and worfhipping of him 
ought to be fincere and affedionate. It is not enough to 
have no other God before Men, not to fail down proftrate 
before any vifible Idol let up in a Temple ; but the Law is 
Spiritual, and foarcheth the very thoughts and inward 
parts of the Soul, and if there be any Idol let up in the 
Heart, although it be in the darkeft corner of it, any le- 
cret Lull, or hidden Sin, which is the Soul’s Idol, and keeps 
it from being chall and true to its God ; any crooked ends 
and liniller refpeds in the Worlhip of God, this is to have 
another God in the fight of Jehovah, and before him: Inn 
deed we are very apt to reft contented if we can but apn 
prove ourfelves before Men, and carry a fair Ihew of Re¬ 
ligion and Godlinels. But confider how weak andfooldh 
this is: For firft, we cozen them with our Appearances*; 
and then we cozen ourfelves with their Opinions of us. 
It is not only before Men (whole fight is terminated in the 
bark and outfide of tilings) that we oiler up our Services, 
but before that God who is the Searcher of the Heart, and 
the Tryer of the Reins, who looks quite through us, and 
judgeth not according to outward appearance, but judgeth 
righteous Judgment: For us to regard Men, and leek to 
commend ourfelves to them in the Service of God, is as 
great a Folly and Irreverence, as it would be for one who 
is to treat with a mighty Prince, to regard and reverence 
only the Images in the Tapftry and Hanging*: Alas, Men 
are but as fo many blind Images, in refpedt of God, they 
cannot foe the heart, nor the afledions; and thole out¬ 
ward Ads of Worlhip which they do foe and commend 
without the heart, are delpifod by God; he requireth truth 
in the inward Parts, and is not delighted with the oftenta- 
tion of Performance, but with the liocerity of Intention: 
for every one is delighted with that which doth moll of all 
declare Come lingular excellency that is in him. But now 
it is God’s Excellency and Prerogative, to contemplate the 

Heart, 
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Hearty to weigh and confider the Spirits of' Men ; and 
therefore he is chiefly delighted in the unfeigned defires 
and breathings of the Heart after him* becaufe by theft 
we own him to be an all-knowing God: But when we 
perform Duties,of Religion only to be feen and applaud¬ 
ed of Men; we. make God ooly our Pretence, but Men our 
Idolsand fet up as many Gods before him, as we have 
Spectators and Obfervers. 

And thus we have feen what pofitivo Duties are requir¬ 
ed of us in this PreceptThat we (hould Worlhip a God, 
and him the true God; and the true God only, and that 
in Truth and Sincerity, as doing all our Services before 
Him. So, that you, fee this firlt Command rcfpeCU Wor¬ 
ship. 

It would be too long; and indeed alrnoft endlels, to in¬ 
fill particularly on all the Duties that are included in the. 
true and finoere Worlhip of the true and only God: I lhall 
therefore (peak , only of the three, chief and mod remark¬ 
able. ones,, 

&rfi; The Love of God. I; 

Secondly, The Fear of God.. * 11 / 

thirdly > Invocation of> and rendring PraiftuntoHim. IH.. 

In theft three, dpccially doth.coalift. the having the: 

Lord for our God.. 

Firfl t In this Command is required of us the mod (if- ift.. 
pream and indeared Love of God ; yea, indeed, the Love 
of God is not only the Sum of this, but of all the Com¬ 
mands of the firftTable : And therefore (as I lately told 
you) when our Saviour would give an Abridgement of 

the. 
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the, I*aw, he compri&th all the ten under two great Com¬ 
mands , Matth. 2,z. 3 7, 38, 39 ’ Thou fhalt love the Lori 
thy God with all thy hearty and tilth all thy foul, and with 
all thy mind.. This is the firli and great commandment. 

-And the fecond is like unto it , Thou Jhalt love thy neigh¬ 
bour .as thy felf. From whence the Apoftie deduceth that 
great Gondufion, Tom. 13. to. That Love is. the fulfilling 
of the Law. It is fo, if not formally, yet vertually and ef- 
fedively ; for it will powerfully and fweetly (way us to 
yeild a re.ady Submiffion and Obedience to what is re¬ 
quired us ; and that not only as it is tlie -Dictate of 
Divine and Sovereign Authority, but from/the free <pod- 
tan eous Tendency of. the Soul itfelf, which when it is 
once toucht with this celeflial and ferene Flame, muft re¬ 
bel againfl its own Inclinations, as well as againfl Gods 
Commands, if it be not carried out towards that Objed: 
in which alone it cam find, full acqulefcence and' 1 atisladi^- 
ion.: / • : > . ' ■ 

' Now this Love of God hatli in it three Ads or Degrees, 
Defire, Joy, and Zeal : 

. t i,< Fir if t An earnefl and panting Defire after God, Pfal ., 
41. i,z. As the hartpanteth after the water-brooks, fopant- 
eth my foul after thee 0 God. My foul thirfleth for God, for 
the living God: oh when fl>all 1 come and appear before 
God? As the poor imbofs’d Deer that is'dofey 'purfu- 
ed, faints and melts with the heat of the Chace, and hafl- 
eth to tlie known River where it was wont to/quench its 
thirfl, to find both lafety and ref relhment there* fo-doth 
the holy amorous Soul reach and breathe after God ,* he 
thirfleth after the Water-books, the fireams of his Or¬ 
dinances, wherein God. doth pour out his Grace and his 
Spirit to refrefh the longing defires of this holy Impa¬ 
tience: But not being fatisfied with this, he flill makes 
up to the Fountain, and ne#er*fqfls contented, till he hath 
' ingulpht. 
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ingulpht and plung’d himfelf into God, and is (wallowed 
up in Beatitude. 

9 - 

, . H ’ * 

Secondly, From the fruition of the beloved Object fpring- 
eth Joy : for Joy is nothing el(e but the reft and acquies¬ 
cence of Defjre. And therefore according to. the meafures 
of God’s communicating himfelf to our Souls; fiich prefc 
portionably. wiU be the mcreafes of out'Joy .> • Sorneohihg 
we enjoy of God in this life, whiKl we are abferit from 
him in the Body ; he is plealed to give us tranfient Gian* 
ces of lrimfelf when he fills his Ordinances,. and,our Du* 
ties with his Spirit: and yet tliefe refereed :Goran?umcatfr 
qos are lo ravtlhing, that the diftended Sbui is often for¬ 
ced, by the Agony of Sweetnefs, to cry out with dioly Si* 
tneon. Now Lord let thy fervant depart in peace, for mine- 
eyes have feen thy falvation. How over-flowing then will 
our Joy |be, when we: come• to Heaven, where our fruiti¬ 
on of God lhall be intire and eternal ; where we lhall fee 
him as he is,, and Wow-him as.we are known by him ; 
wheye the unve'ded Glories of the Deity lhall beat full up¬ 
on us, and we for ever Sun our (elves in the Smiles of God. 
Certajnly the-Joy of jfuch .a State would be intolerable, 
but , only ; that GOd-who fills us, will then likcwile enlarge , 
and fopport us. ; ‘ 


. Thirdly , If our fruition of God ber hindred and obftnnft-' 
ed, our love to him wiU then exprels itlelf in an holy 
Zeal: Zeal is the Indignation of the Saul, 1 and’a ; Revenge ^ 
that it takes upon Whtatfdever ir an impediihenttb; the ojbA 
taining its defireS.; The-earneft defire'xfr ateuei Saint} is the 
Enjoy ment of God^andthe: Glory; of God;, and I of both- > 
thefo Sin is the only let and hindrance. Andi therefore, a - 
Soul chat is r paffionate for God, hathlnotfo/greatah Indig- - 
natfon^ agaifrft any thing: as againftSin : Can-he endurejto 
fee that God wham’he fovteqeatbr .tfaaaii hishfo^ r dai!ypm- \ 
j.i voked'' 
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voked and injured j to hear his Name blafphemed, to fee 
his Ordinances defpifed, his Worfhip negle&ed, his Ser¬ 
vants abufed, and the moft (acred Truths of Religion de¬ 
nied, and the facred Myfteries of it derided > He is the 
■moft meek and patient Man on Earth in his own con¬ 
cerns; unwilling to obferve the Wrongs that are done him, 
and much more to revenge them: but when God is injur¬ 
ed, the dear Objedt of his Love and Joy, he can no longer 
refrain, but whatfbever befels him, rifeth up to vindicate 
his Honour, and thrufts himfelf between to receive thole 
ftrokes which were aimed at God; and what he cannot 
prevent, or reform, that he bitterly bewails. 

This is true Zeal ,• and he that faith he loves God, and 
yet is not thus zealous for him, is a Lyar. 


Now trie your Love to God by thefe things: Are your 
defires fervent and affedionate after him ? Do you find an 
holy Impatience in your Spirit till you enjoy him ? Will 
nothing elfe content you but God ? Can you fay, That 
there is none in Heaven nor in Earth that you defire in 
comparifon with him; and if the whole World were thrown 
' into your bofoms for your Portion, you would pluck it 
.thence, and caff it at your feet, refblving that you will not 
*be put off with fuch Trifles? Do you find a joy fpring- 
ing and differing itfelf through your hearts when you are 
engaged in Communion with him ? a fweet and potent De¬ 
light, to which all the Pleafures of Sin are but flat and in- 
ftppid- Are you jealous for the Lord of Hoffs i Are your 
Anger and Grief never fo much kindled for any Wrongs 
that are done unto you, as they are for the Provocations 
that are daily committed againft the great Majefty of Hea¬ 
ven ? Canft thou mourn and weep tor thefe in lecret, and 
if-thou haft power and authority to do it, punifh and a- 
venge them openly ?: thou maift for thy comfort conclude, 
tliatcertainly God hath kindled this heavenly flame of 

Love 
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Love in thy breaft; a flame that afpires Heaven-ward, and 
will at lad carry up thy Soul with it, and lodge it there 
where the Defire of Love Ihall be latisfied, the Joy of Love 
perfe&ed, and the Zeal of Love eternally rewarded. 

So much for the firft principal Duty required in this firft 
Precept, The Love of God. 

Secondly , In this Command is required of us the Fear of aly. 
God ; for certainly we cannot have the Lord for our God, 
unlefs we fupreamly Fear and Reverence him, yea, as Love; 
fo the Fear of God is made the Sum of all the Command¬ 
ments, and indeed the Subftance of all Religion: For al¬ 
though it be but one particular Branch and Member of that 
Worlhip and Service which we owe unto God, yet it is 
fuch a remarkable one, and hath fuch a mighty influence 
upon all the reft, that often-times in Scripture it is put for 
the whole ; and generally the Chara&er of a true Wor- 
fhipper and obedient Servant of God, is given by this Pe- 
riphrafis, That he is a Man fearing God. 


Now the Fear of Gpd is either lervile or Filial; and 
both are a ftrong Bond to Duty and Obedience. Thole 
who are a<fted only by a flavifii Fear, will beware how they 
flir up the dread Wrath and levere Juftice of God againft 
themfelves, by any wilful Neglects or known Tranlgreffi- 
ons. And Iiow much more thole who are a died by a Prin¬ 
ciple of filial and reverential Fear of God, who fear as 
much to offend, as to fuffer for it; and to whom Mercy 
and Goodnefs proves as powerful motives of Fear, as 
Wrath and Fury: yea, there is no Attribute nor Perfe&i- 
on in God, but is very juftly the Objetft .. „ ... 

of our Fear; for where this Grace is true tio abaititudme Dei ad v,ta - 
apd genuine, it works in us rather a ledate **m fropriam par Aitifiod 1. 
Awe and ReFpedF of God, a profound Re- IO - Tr '* 3 - s * 
verence and Refilition of the Soul, than any turbulent and 

I tempeftuous 
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tempeflnous Pafiions of a Fright arid Horrou'r. 5 Irid cer¬ 
tainly, if \ve acknowledge that there is a God 1 , it is b’rit 
reafon that We Ihould thlis Fear him according to. his ef 
fential Greatnefs and Glory: For take away the fear of 
a Deity, and a lupream Power, which is able to reward 
and punilh the Actions of Men, arid you open a Floud- 
gate for ail Villany and Wickedneft to rufli out and over¬ 
flow the whole World. And where tilts reftralht of Fear 
is taken off frorri the Spirits of Men, all Laws given to 
curb their L icerttioulhefs, are of no more force, than Fet¬ 
ters of Air to chain up Mad-men: and therefore Very fitly 
doth God injoyn the Fear of Himlelf In this firfl: Corri- 
marid, as that which will feafon and dilpole the Heart to 
obey Him in all the reft. 

Thirdly, Another principal Part of Worlhip required hr 
this firlt Precept, is, The Invocation of the Name of God 
in our‘Prayers arid Fraifos. The two former, viz. Love 
and Fear, relpe& the inward Worlhip of God in our Hearts, 
but this appertains to his outward Worlhip, and by it wc 
give exprcfs Teftimonies we both Love and Fear him : 
for Prayer and Prailes are the Tribute and Homage of Re¬ 
ligion; by the one we acknowledge our dependance up¬ 
on him ; by the other we own all our bleffing and com¬ 
forts to be from him; and to one of thefo two, all of ex¬ 
ternal Worlhip- may be referred. Certainly luch as nei ¬ 
ther pray unto God, nor praifes him, cannot be laid to 
have a God ; for they acknowledge none, but are Gods 
unto themlelves. For wherefore do we a/firm, that there 
is a God, if we make no Addreftes unto him ? if we have 
recourle only to our own Power or Policy to accomplilh 
our Defigns; and when they fucceed, alcribe the fuccels 
of them only to our own WifHom and Condud, we make 
thele our Idols, and give them the Honour which is due 
unto God only. And therefore the Prophet Habak. 1.1 6. 

Ipeak* 
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(peaks of thefe who lacrifice to ^heir Net, and burn Jg- 
cen(e to their Drag, becaule by them their Portion 4$ fet, 
and their Meat plenteous. 

Now as the Love and Fear of Gocj are often ufed in Scri¬ 
pture for his whole Worfhip and Service, fo likewife is this 
Invocation of his Name. So we find it Gen. 4. z6. Then 
began men to call upon the name of the Lord. That is, (as 
many learned Expofitors underhand it, although fbme take 
another way) then began Men Iblemnly and pubjickly to 
worfbip God in their Aflemblies. And Jer. 10.15*. Pour 
out thy fury upon f h( heathen (htft kno w thee not , and upon the 
families that call not on thy name: i. e. thole who do not 
worlhip nor (erve thee. And the like we may obferve in 
very many other places. 

There is but one thing more that I (hall remark to you, 
and that is, That as this firft Command requires in die ge¬ 
neral, that the true God fhould be truely worlbipped ; fo 
the three next following Commands prefcribe the means 
and branches of his Worfbip, and the Way and manner 
how he would have it performed. For the (ccond Com¬ 
mandment requires us to worlhip God who is a Spirit, 
.without any vifible Image or Reprelentation of the Dei¬ 
ty: for as it is unpoflible that there Ihould be any true 
wRefemblance made of a Spirit; fo it is molt impious to 
give any part of Divine Honour and Reverence uqto dumb 
Idols ; which as to their Materials, are but the Creatures 
.of God, as they are Statues are but the Creature^ of Art, 
and as they are Images, are but tlieCreatures of Fancy and 
.Superftition. The third Commandment requires that! we 
ifliould never mention the Name of the great God Right¬ 
ly and impertinently j but whenloever we have occafion 
to utter it, we ihould do it with all prollrate Veneration, 
and lerious Affe&ion. The Fourth, prelcribes us the time 
which God hath fet apart and fan&ified for his (blemn 
Worlhip. So that you fee each Command of the firft 
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Table is concerned in giving Rules for Divine Worfhip• but 
the firft, which injoyns it in the general, is the ground 
and foundation of the other three. 

And thus much (hall ftffice concerning the Duties re- 

2 uired in this firft Command, Thou Jbalt have no other gods 
efore me. 

In the next place let us fee what is forbidden in it. 

It forbids us four Things: 

I Firft, Atheilm, or the belief and acknowledgement 
of no God. 



* 


i •• 





II. Secondly, Ignorance of the true God. 

' - ' 

HI, Thirdly, Prophanenels, or the wretched Negledt of 
the Worftiip and Service of God. 

IV. Fourthly , Idolatry, or the letting up and worfhipping 

of Me Gods. 

ift. Firft, Atheifm, or the acknowledging of no God, is 
forbidden and condemned by this Command: And well 
may this be reckoned the firft Sin forbidden, for certain¬ 
ly Religion and Worlhip will be found to be one of the 
moft foppilh Vanities that ever was impoled upon the cre¬ 
dulous World, if either there be no God, to whom we 
might diredt our Devotions, or only a God of Epicurus 
and Lucretius s ftamp, that fits unconcern’d in Heaven, 
and loaths the Fatigue of Bufinels, taking no thought nor 
care of Humane Affairs. For if there be no God, or one- 
ly fitch an one, what difference is there whether we Pray 
or Blafpheme ; whether we lead holy and pious Lives, or 
let loole the Reins to all manner of Lewdnefs and Riot, and 
wallow in all the impure Delights that Vice and Senluality 

can 
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can recommend to our corrupted Appetites ? For if there be 
no God, there can be no future Cognizance taken of ei¬ 
ther, no Rewards nor Punilhments proportioned to ei¬ 
ther. And therefore it will be here necellary to lhew the 
Folly and Unreafonablenefs of Atheifin, and to convince 
Men that there is a God, without which all Religion and 
Worfhip is but Folly and Madnefs. 

Some perhaps may judge it altogether needlefs to infill: 
upon fiich a Subje<ft as this, among thole who all acknow¬ 
ledge and worfhip the only true God, and Jelus Chrift 
whom he hath lent. I heartily wifh it were both unnecef- 
fary and impertinent; but truly if we confider that ufual- 
ly the Pra&ices of Men are guided and influenced by- their 
Principles, we fhall find reafon enough to fufped: tliat 
there are fome Notions of Speculative Atheifm that lies 
at the bottom of all that Practical Atheifm- which we may 
^>bferve fo generally to prevail in the World: For any coh- 
fiderate Perfon would think it impolfible that Men Ihould 
(o daringly rufh into all tliofe Prodigious Crimes and Vil¬ 
lages, that every-where rage and reign, were it not that 
they entertain loofe and wavering Apprehenfions of the 
Exillance of a Deity, and incourage themfelves in their 
Vices by fbme unfonn’d and callow Thoughts, that per- 
. chance ail that Religion teacheth concerning God and a fu¬ 
ture State, are only politick Devices and Fi&ions. 

, > Nay, indeed our Age hath too many, who, not only 

with the Fool, fay in their hearts, but are arrived to that 
height of defperate impudence, as to avow it in exprefs 
words, yea, to difpute and argue it, that there is no God; 

I fhall therefore confirm tins great and primary Truth,, 
upon which depends all our Religion, and all our Hopes, 
by fbme convincing and demonflrative Arguments, which 
I intend to make as plain and obvious as the matter will 
permit. . . - ... i 
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i. Fir ft then, The univerfel Confent of all Nations ftrong- 
• ly proves the Being of a Deity: For that which all agree 

jin, muft needs be accounted a Didate of Nature ; and 
what is fuch muft needs be acknowledged to be a Maxim 
of Truth. Next to the Report of our Senfes, we may cre¬ 
dit the Reports that Nature and all Mankind give concern¬ 
ing the Truth and Exiftance of Things. Now if we 
ihould Impannel all the Nations of the World upon this 
Tryal, not only the more civilized, where Cuftom, or the 
Authority of Laws might be fufpe&ed to introduce tliis 
Belief, but thole that are the moft Rude and Savage, they 
would all with one Content return this Verdi#, That there 
is a God. Nay, although one part of Mankind hath lb 
ftrangely diflented from another, about all other things, 
as concerning their Laws, Government, and Cuftoms, yea| 
and Manner of Worlhip; yet thefe that differ in all things 
elfe, feem only to agree in thefe two, Humane Nature, and 
XT - „ ' the Belief of a Deity. Never was there 

manjiuta, nee tom feru, qua e- a ^y Nation lo wild and barbarous tliat 
tiamfiigtwretvekm habere De- acknowledged no God • but their great 
an deceat , tamen habendum fault and Folly was, that they acknow- 
fetat. Cicero. ledged too many. And it is ftrange to 

think, that the whole Race of Mankind in lo many Gene¬ 
rations as have lucceflively followed one another fince the 
beginning of the World, (yea and if there w ere no God 
from all Eternity) Ihould not they have grown wife e- 
nough to free themfelves from fo troublefome an Opinion 
as that of the Exiftance of a God; an Opinion tliat crofc 
feth their worldly Interefts, contradicts their fenlual De- 
lires, damps their Joys, torments their natural Confeiences, 
and which, thofe who are w'icked, would give whatfoever 
. is deareft to them, to have it utterly rooted out of their 
minds : It is ftrange (I lay) that they ihould not all this 
- while be able to deliver themfelves from the Tyranny and 

Fetters 
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Fetters bf this Fancy, were it only fcnpofed upon diem 
by falle Reports and Surmiles. 

How could the World be (o eaftly drawn into Rich le- „ 
veral Shapes and Forms of Religion (which among the 
Heathen were almoft infinite $ and among others* too va¬ 
rious and different,) were there not a natural Inclination 
in the Souls of Men to imbrace fome Religion or other, 
and an indelible Character of a Deity imprinted on their 
Minds ? Inlbmuch, that in the Times of Darknefs, when 
the Truth was not clearly revealed to the World, becaufe 
they knew neither the true Objedfc, nor the right Way 
for Worlhip, this reftlels Notion of a Deity, put them-up¬ 
on inventing divers vile, uncouth, and ridiculous Superfti- 
tions. But yet this is (b far from invalidating, that it 
ftfongly confirms to us their Belief of a Deity, in that 
they iubmitted themlelves to Oblervan- 

ces not onely unreafonable, but many Pornm& cafe tufa via- 

ttoes barbarous and inhumane if they 

thought them acceptable to the Gods ,» & rt * Nmnim. Juven. 

they worlhipt j yea, rather than they 

Would be without a Deity, they would dig them Gods out 

Of their Gardens j or conftcrate Dogs, and Serpents^ and 

any Virmin that firft met them in the morning, and had 

the good luck thereby to creep into Honour^ 

What then, is it likely that the World'received this No¬ 
tion firft by Tradition, whereas before Men generally be* 

KeVed there was no God ? This cannot be: for would they’ 
in realon quit their former Perfvvafion, to receiver this new 
falle one, elpecially when it is the only thing that fills them 
with Fears and Torments, and a thousand Afrigfits and Hop- 
rours ; yea, thole who would fain wear off this Notion of 
a God, and perlwade themlelves to be Atheifts if they 
could, what violence have they offered to themlelves to do¬ 
it? And when they thought they had prevailed, yet this 
Impreflion hath ftill returned, when they have been ftartled 

with 
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with Thunder, or Earthquakes, or Sicknels, and the dread- 
fill Apprehenfions of approaching Death. 

Polfibly Tome few may have been found in the World, 
who have diflented from the reft of Mankind in this Be¬ 
lief of a Deity ; yet their Diflent is not fulficient ground 
for us to conclude that therefore it is not a Didate of Na¬ 
ture. For how many are there that violate the Laws of 
Nature, and do thofe things which the innate Light and 
Realbn of a Man abhor and abominate ? Yet none will 
from thence infer, that there are no fuch things as Natural 
Laws ; 1o neither, though Come might have utterly razed 
out of their minds the Notion and Belief of a God, yet it 
will not hence follow, that this Belief of a Supream Being 
is not an Imprefifion of Nature. 

But fuppofe the number of Atheifts had been never, fo 
great, is it not far more probable that it Ihould rather be 
a Didate of Nature, that there is a God, than that there is 
not; fince the disbelief of his Being would open a wide 
Gap to all manner of Lewdntfs and Licencioufnels, yea, 
and to the bold commiflion even of thole Sins which are 
agaihft Nature itfelf ? Shall luch Men be thought to Ipeak 
the fence of Nature, whole Opinion lb diredly tends to 
bring in Sins contrary, to the Light and Laws of Nature ? 
For take away the Belief of a Deity, and it is as much to 
be doubted, whether the refined Difcourfes of Realon, and 
the consideration of Decency, and the intrinfical Rewards 
•of Vertue, will be of force fufficient to reftrain Men from 
the moft enormous and unnatural Vices. That therefore 
mull needs be a Didate of Nature, which is almoft the one- 
Jy thing which gives Authority to the Law of Nature; and 
fuch is the Belief of a God. 


4 / 

Secondly , Another convincing Dcmonftration of the Ex- 
iftance of a Deity, is taken from the ferious confideration 
and review of the Frame and Order of the Univerfe j in 
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which there are as many Wonders, as there are Creatures: 
and certainly he muft needs be very blind and ftupid, that 
reads not God in every one of them. Call but your eyes 
upwards, and contemplate the vaft Expanfion of the Hea¬ 
vens, which are the Canopy of the World, the Roof of 
this great Houle the Univerle, the Lid or Cover that is put 
over all the Works of Nature. Behold how glorioufly this 
Canopy is ftudded; how many glittering lights are hung 
up in this Roof to illuminate our inferior World, and to 
dilcover to our eyes all vlfible ObjeXs, andtto our mind 
the Invifible God, who hath guilded the Rays of the Sun, 
or filver’d the Face of the Moon? Who hath marlhalfd 
the huge Hoft of Heaven, and let the Stars in luch array, 
that not one of them hath broken its Rank, nor ftraid out 
of its Courle and Order ? Whole Hand is it that turns the 
-great Wheels of Heaven, and makes them fpin out Days, 
and Months, and Years, and Time, and Life unto us? 
Who hath ordered the Viciffitudes of Day and Night, Sum¬ 
mer and?Winter, that thefe run not into one another, and 
. blend themlelves and the whole World in Confulion ; but 
with a perpetual Variety obferve their juft lealbns and in¬ 
terchanges? Do not all thele wonderful Works proclaim 
aloud, that certainly there is a great and glorious God, who 
-fits inthron’d on High, and who hath thus paved the bot¬ 
tom of Heaven with Stars, and adorned the inner parts of 
it with Glories, yet to us unknown ? Upon which very Re¬ 
flexion the Flalmift tells us, the heavens declare the glory 
of-God; land the firmament fheweth his handy-works , Plalm 

ip. i. . . 

But not to carry the Atheift up to Heaven, let us de- 
Icend lower, through the vaft Ocean of liquid Air, and 
there oblerve how the groller Vapours are bound toge¬ 
ther in Clouds, which, when the drowth and thirft of the 
Earth calls for refrelhment, diflolve themlelves into Imall. 
drops, and are as if it were fifted into Rain: How comes 
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;it to pals, and whole Wifdom and Providence hath lo or¬ 
dered it, that there Ihould not fall whole Clouds and Ca- 
tarads, but Drops and Showers? that they ihould not 
tumble upon us, butdiftil! AnEffed fo wonderful, that 
there is fcarce any other Work of Nature that the Scri¬ 
pture doth more frequently aicribe unto God as a demon- 
ftration of his Power and Government, than that he fend- 
«eth Rain upon the Earth. 

Yea, and thefc Clouds, how often are they charged with 
Thunder and Lightnings.; as though it were fo ordered of 
purpofe, that if their Contexture cannot convince, yet 
• their Terrour might affright the Atheift t Who can give 
•any fatisfadory account, how that Artillery came there 
^planted ? or how thole Terr ours of Mankind are there ge¬ 
nerated? Let the Atheift tell me how it comes to pals, 
that fuch contraries meet together in one, and that the 
fame Cloud Ihould be both a Fountain of Water, and yet 
,, a Furnace of Fire. And therefore the Prophet afbribes 
this particularly to God’s Aim ighty Providence, Jer. i o. 13. 
He maketh lightnings with the rain: and accounteth it fuch 
a remarkable tnftance of the Divine Operation, tint he re* 
ipeateth it again, Chap. yi. 16. 

If we defcend into the loweft ftory of this great Build¬ 
ing, the Earth; what a Shop of Wonders lhall we find 
there! That the whole Mafs and Globe of it fhotild hang 
pendulous in the Air without any thing to fupport it; and 
whereas fmail Bodies of little weight fall through the Air, 
yet that this great and ponderous Body Ihould be fixed 
for ever in its place, having no foundation, no fupport, 
but that Air which every Mote and Flie doth eafily cut 
thorough; that this round Ball of Earth ihould be inhabi¬ 
ted on every part; that the feet of other Men ihould be 
oppofite to ours, and yet they walk as ered, and be as 
much upon the face of the Earth as we are; that the 
middle point of the Earth ihould be the loweft part of it, 

and 
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and of the Univerfe, and whatsoever is beyond tliat is up* 
wards : Thefe and many others are Such unaccountable' 
MySteries to our Comprehenfion; and yet are found So in* 
fallibly certain by Experience, and manifold Proofs, that 
he muft be an Atheift out of meer fpight, who Shall feri- 
oufly confider them, and not be induced by that considera¬ 
tion to adore the Infinite Power and Wifdom of the Author 
of them. 

It would be too long to instance in the various forts of 
Creatures that we behold; how artificially they are framed; 
what an excellent Configuration there may be oLferved irr 
their Several parts; what Subfervienoy of one to another • 
how they are Suited to the Offices of Nature; what-Secret 1 
channels'and conveyances'for Life and Spirits; whatfprings 
of various motions are included in thefmall body of a File, 
er of a Mite. Certainly there is not the leaft thing.: that 
an AtheiSV can call his eye upon, but it confutes him; but 
especially, if’ he Shall forioully consider the wondetftil Stru- 
&ure of an Humane Body, the excellent contrivance and 
ufo of alf the parts* he cannot chule but after he hath ad* 
mired the Artifice of the Work, admire alSo the Infinite 
Wifdoro of' tie Mf&er, and cry out-with holy Dcevid, * l* pju. 
am fearfully and wonderfully made, and curfokfiy wrought-in 1 ^ 1 ^' 
tfje ■ IvweH' parts of the earth. Yea, not only a DirVid, but 
Galen an Heathen; (one who it is thought} was not over 
credulous in Matters of Religidnj) yet when- he bad 1 mi¬ 
nutely infpoded the many Wonders and’Mrades thatwerd 
contained in the Frame r of our Body* hecould not forbeaf 
oompofifig) an < Hyntn > to the' praifo of our AlPwife Crea< Bacon*/ 
tCt. : * •EJfof 

And ■ therefore asithd Lord Vcrtdam obShryes( God neved^*”^"' 
wrouglitia; Miracle td convince an Afheift, betiefe hi* 01* 
dinary. Wbrfo mayf: convince hjm ;- and' uhJdfe 'Mert 0 will 
be wilfully and Stubbornly blind, they mi&P defed* fub-' 

Sbribei to that of .St. Paul, God hath not left htmfelf with- JR* «4* 
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out witnefl, in that he doth good, and gives us rain from 
heaven, and fruitful feafons , Jiding our hearts with food and 
gladnefl. And Rom, i, 20. The invifihle things of Godare 
clearly feen from the creation of the world, being underflood 
by the things that are made, even his eternal power and God • 
head; fo that they are without excufe. When we lee Foot- 
Heps evidently imprinted on the Earth, (hall we not ealily 
colled that certainly Ibme one hath pall that way i When 
we lee a llately Fabrick built according to all the Rules of 
Art, and adorned with all the riches and beauty that Mag¬ 
nificence can expend about it; mud; we not prelently con¬ 
clude, that certainly there was fome skilful Archited that 
built it ? Truly every Creature is quoddam veftigium Dei • 
we may obferve his Footfteps in it, and lee how his Attri¬ 
butes, hisWildom, hisGoodnels, and his Power have pall 
along that way. And the whole World, it is a llately Fa- 
brick, an Houle that God hath ereded for himlelf ; the 
magnificence and fplendor of it is fuitable to the Rate, of 
the Great King; it is his Palace built for the Houle of his 
Kingdom, and the Honour of his Majcfty. And we may 
eafily conclude, that lo excellent a Strudure, mull needs 
have an excellent Archited; and that the Builder and Ma¬ 
ker of it is God. 

Now that which makes fome proud Spirits backward to 
acknowledge God in the Works of Nature, is, that they 
think they can by their Reafon alone give a plaufible ac¬ 
count of thole Efleds and Phenomena which we lee in 
the World, by deducing them from Second and Natural 
Caules. And therefore many of thole who are of an in- 
quifitive and learching Genius, when they find luch El- 
feds depend upon, and flow from luch and luch Natural 
Caules, applaud themfelves in the dilcovery, and look no 
further nor higher, but negled the firll ana chief Caule of 
all, even God. , . ' ' ' 

Hence 
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Hence fome liave thought that Reafon and Philofophy 
are great Enemies to Religion, and Patrons of. Atheifin ; 
but in truth it is far otherwile ; and the Atheift hath not 
a more (mart and keen Adverfery (fince he will not fiib- 
mit his Caufe to be tryed by Scripture,) than true Reafon 
and profound Philofophy. But if any Who feem to be 
knowing and learned Men, are left inclined to the Belief 
of a Deity, it is not their Learning but their Ignorance 
that makes them lo. The lame Lord Ferulam hath well 
oblerved, That a little Philofophy inclines a Man’s mind to 
Atheilm, but depth in Philofophy brings it about again to 
Religion; And 1 dare challenge the naoft learned Men in 
the World, to give a latisfedtory account of the moll vul¬ 
gar and common Appearances in Nature, without refolving 
them at laft into the will and difpolal of the God of Na¬ 
ture ; if I Ihould ask them, What makes the Graft green, 
or a Stone to fell downwards, or the Fire to afpire up¬ 
wards, or the Sun to inlighten and warm the World? 

What anlwer can they give, but! that it is the 'property; of 
their Natures ; or what is altogether as infignificant and 
unintelligible ? But if I Ihould queftion ferther, How came 
theirNatures to be^diftinguilht with foch properties ? thpy „ 
muft either! here be fdentv or confeft a firftCaufe ‘ V( . :i 

indowed ‘their Natures with fitch properties and anions: a . ' 
for although a Man may for fome few fuccelfions of Cau- 
fes and Effe&s, find one to depend upon another, yet they 
mull aJlat laR,' be refolvedimo, arid terihinate in Gck1 m , v 
:: And this' is the fecund Demoofiaifeon o£ the Being-and 
Exiftance of a Deity. .1 1 ; ■■■: : ' • 

thirdly,, Unleft the Being of. a God hiei prefuppoled, t 
there can no-tolerable accpunt be given of .the Being of a “exifuSt 

fieri potuiffi, non intefigo c«r non idem putet, Ji inmmurdbite* mHtsQS tiginti liter*- 
ttm femur aliquo conjiciantur, pojfe ex hn interram exctffit, atmales Eunii, ut dein* 
etpt Jiri fiffiht, iffici: 'duoi nefiio an tie in mo btfident vM$i' poffit tmtum valtre forme 
nk tvfi de Nat^Oeofi lib.Hu : • ^ 
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any thing: We fee.innumerahle Beings in the World, dif¬ 
ferent from each other both inkindand particular. Now 
what rational account can the Atheift give, how thefe 
things come to have a being i There are but two ways i- 
maginable: Either that the World was formed by Chance; 
or die, that it had its being from all Eternity. And ac¬ 
cordingly (as.if it were itill. fatal for them to encounter 
with the lame Inconvemencies, for which they dilavow Re¬ 
ligion) Atheifb are divided into two Sedh. 

x. Fir ft, There is the Epicurean , Atlicift, who affirms* thaft- 

the World indeed had once a beginning, but it .was meerly 
by Chance: for there haying been from alkfiternity infi¬ 
nite Particles of. Matter, moving too and fro in an infinite 
Space, at laft meeting ca£ually,.they linked one in ano-* 
ther^ and fb by mcer chance formed this World which-we 
now fee. , A, Fancy.lb grofly ridiculous, than were in not 
now agaimtaken ufii byrfbme who pretend to be great 
Lights imReafbn aadiRfnlnfopliy,. I would not condelcend 
f© madi as to mention it. 

* But as Cicere, faith,. both judicioufly and ingenioufly^ 
As. foon fhall they perfivade me that ari 
aJtJrt&Z&SZ’ innum erable company of loofe.nd.dift** 
krit, bane sjnMi nufdr f*ni» acred Letter, being often ftlaken toge- 
liaris nofter effjech Pofutmmt, ther, and- afterwards thrown out upon 
euhtt finguU cmverfanes idem tli© ground, ihoukhfall into: fbch i exqui- 

6 in quinque fil® errant#*,- * It'OBdar.aSntAvfrgBW a; tDOffc lageoaMIS 
quod ejficitttr m r cteh Jbtgtfa > end heroadoBoecn,. as that c Attorns ft'ray- 
diebut & noBibus, quk in il- j n g too and fro at. randdm, Ihouid.evet 

l Lb^aZ te iJkaTra£ n Hi c^Uy. meet together to make a World 
luen/dMtLt dimundo, ex confifting of •'Heaven; and- ofAir; and 'Sea, 
quo oriumur & foam omnia, and EArth, and^ many forts ahd fpeeies 
cajpni iffi fis-effeSus , au(ne~ t ^ , v ' 

cejfiiate aliqui^an ration^ an mntcJivin*: (3 Ardumcdem arUtramur plus fydutjjfc-dp 
tmisandnJphanre smverfiontiniSy quim natwram in tjftciendis * prajertim cimmpkksp&tir 
bus Jins iii perfc8a y qubn bde Jimulaia folertiks. Cicero de Nauffen* 1, 1, ; 
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of Jiving Creatures, in the frame and compofure of which 
we fee iuch wondertul and inimitable Skill Had Archime - 
e/es, or * Pofidoniuss Sphere, in which w ere imitated -all 
the motions and converfions of the Sun, 

Moon, and Planets, been prefented to the fi ****** 

,moft ignorant or illiterate Nations under Z- 

, Heaven, they could not be (o grofly (lu- mm .. cur. urban mm poteft , 
pid .as to think fuch a Piece, a Work of i«*fw ****$*&&mut- 
meer Chance, but of accurate Art and ClG “ de 

Study., And Jball any doubt when he 
lees .the great Machine of the :World, the fameand many 
other Converfions. made, in* a more perfeft manner, than 
tbey oanhe reprefented in anyifuch Type, whether tit: be 
A Work of unceitain Chance, or elfe the Product of a moll 
periedl Mind, and comprchenfive Underftanding t For cer- 
.tainly if a ftroug and mattering Realbn be required only to 
imitate the Works of Nature* much more then to/preduce 
theau ■ ■ 

And why had not thcfe Atoms that could thus fortui* 

, toufly frame a World, iwhy had they not built Houles too, 
and, Cities, and woven u* Garments, that lb by very good 
Chance we might .haw©, found thcle-hkcefEmes ready pro¬ 
vided (to our hands; and laved the trouble and labour Of 
•making .them ? DicLefver any Atoms fall into fuch exa<ft 
order, andknitlb artificially together, as to frame a Clock 
or<a Watch, or any other piece of. ingenious Mechanifm ? 

-And. will the Atheift then be id filly as- to believe that 
thele little dulls of . Beings, fhould by meer hazard meet 
and joyn together to frame the whole World, and bellow 
fuch various forms and motions upon Creatures, as we dai¬ 
ly lee and admire i Look but upon the moll contemptable 
Worm that crawls, we lhall find it a far more excellent 
piece of Machanifin, a far more curious Ingine, than any 
that ever the Art or Wit of Man could frame. And lhall 
Chance make thele! yea, Creatures of a more wonderful 

com- 
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compolure, which yet could never make a Watch or a 
Clock, or any of thofe Ingines which we have contrived 
for the ufe and fervice of life .•* And what will they lay to 
the accurate Operations ©f Senfe and Reafon ? Is it pot 
lible that one fmall Dull fhould lee or feel another ? and if 
not one, then not ten thouland put together. Shall their 
Configuration give them this Faculty, which their Being 
and Subftance doth not ? Which ! {hall then believe, when 
I lhall be convinced that a Statue carved the moll: exqui- 
fidy that Art can perform, can any more fee, or tafte, or 
feel, than it could whilft it jwas rude and unformed W-ood. 

- But luppofe that fence could be caus’d by iheer matter put 
in motion; yet [ what Ihall we: lay to the refindd Specula¬ 
tions, and profound Difcourfes of Reafixi t 1st it likely, er 
indeed pofiible, that little Corpufeles Ihould relied, and ar¬ 
gue, that Adorns Ihould m$ke Syllagifins^or draw up Par¬ 
ties between Pro and Con ?. Or will the Atheill grant, that 
there is no other difference between hitnfelf and a meer 
fencelels. Block, but only configuration Df-Parts i and that 
when he dilputes molt fubtilly tor his Caufe, all his Realbns 
and Arguments are but a little Dull that flies up and down 
in his Brains ? But that the agitation of material Particles, 
ihould produce any fprightly ads of Wit and Difcourfe, is 
fo monftroully abhorrent to true Realon, that I doubt I 
ihall never be perfwaded to believe it, until feme cunning 
Man convince me, that the High-way too is in a deep (Spe¬ 
culation, and teeming with feme notable Difcourfe, whenlo- 
ever the Duftis ftirred and flies about it. * . 

And yet, forlboth. Men mull now-a-days be Atheifb, 
that they may be rational; and think it .an. high demon* 
Rration of their Parts and Ingenuity, to doubt of a Deity, 
and call all Religion-into queflion. Whereas, were any 
thing in the. Belief of a God, and the moft miilerious 
Points of our Religion, half lo ablurd and ridiculous, as 
there is in Atheifm, I Ihould moll readily explode it, and 

count 
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count it altogether unworthy to be entertained by any Man 
that is ingenious and rational. 

Secondly , Therefore, others being preft with the huge 
and monftrous Ablurdities of this way of giving an ac¬ 
count of the Appearances of Nature, they hold, That the 
Work! is from Eternity, and never had any beginning at 
all. And thefe are tfye Atifiotelian Atheifls. 

But jfrft. It is altogether unreafonable to deny a God, 
and yet grant that very thing for which alone they deny 
him. The only realon that tempts Atheifts to deny a Dei- 
ty, is becaule they cannot conceive a Being infinite and e- 
ternal; and therefore when they yield the World to be lo, 
what do they elle but run info the lame Inconveniency 
which they would avoid ; and that they may not grant 
one Eternal Being, grarit innumerable ? So fetal it is for Er- 
rour to be inconfiftent with itfelf, and to trip up its own 

Principles. 

% 

Secondly , If the World be Eternal, there muft of necefc 
fity have been paft an infinite fueceflion of Ages. Now, 
our.underftanding is as much non-pluft to conceive this, 
as an infinite Being that fliould create the World: for if the 
World had no beginning, then an infinite number of Days, 
and Years, yea, of millions of Years and Generations of 
Men, are already a&ually paft' and gone. And if they are : 
part, then tliey are come to an end : and lb we fhall have 
both a number that is ad i ally infinite, and likewife fome- 
what infinite and eternal that is come to an end. A very 
proper Corrfequence for one that avoids the Belief of a 
Deity, becaule he would be Rational, and cannot con-- 
coive a Being that is'Infinite.' , } 

hh.1T L Again, 
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Again, thirdly , If there have already been infinite £uc- 
ceflions of Generations in the World, certainly thole which, 
are yet to come, will make them more; and lo we lhall 
find a Number greater than that which is allowed to be 
actually Infinite. Or if to avoid this Contradiction, the 
Athcift Ihould* affirm. That the Generations to Abraham 
and the Generations to David were both equal, becaule 
both infinite; he will thereby fall into two other grols 
Contradictions: the one, That a Number added to a Num¬ 
ber Ihould make no addition; the other, That fince the 
Generations to Abraham were but a part of the Generations 
to David, the part Ihould be equal to. the whole. 


4 * Fourthly , There is no one moment in lucceffion which 

... , was not once prelent: and conlequently imagine 

*” a Duration “ long « you pkafe, yet ii it o?ne, 
ceffity there mult be tome one moment, which 
when it was prelent, all the reft were future; and if all the 
reft were future, this moment was then the be ginnin g, So 
that it is impoffible there Ihould be a (ucceluve Duration 
without a beginning, and therefore impoffible it Ihould be 
from Eternity. 


5 • Again, fifthly, In all the Revolutions of Generation and 

■ Corruption that can be imagined, yet the Life 

of Animals muft neceiforily be befiwe tbdr death. 

Adamiante Ujfiim. For none can tiU he hath lived ; and none 
can live, but he muft pals (ometime before he 
dies. There was therefore a time before any Animal died ; 
conlequently their corruption and death was not from 
ternity : neither before their death, had they lived an infi¬ 
nite Time, but only fome few Days or Years; and there¬ 
fore their generation and life was not from Eternity. 

Theft: 
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Theft things I do but curfarily mention, to give you 
a tafte of the Folly and Unrealbnableneft of Atheilm,* 
nor perhaps would it be proper to infift on them at large. 

But by theft few Arguments you may fte how unrealiz¬ 
able it is for an Atheift to boggle at the Belief of a Dei¬ 
ty ; whereas let him lay down whatloever Principles he 
will, he (hall find his reafon more puzled and intangled 
by theft Abfurdities that will neceflarily follow upgn them, 
than he fliall by any Difficulties that are conftquent upon 
the Belief of a Goa. 

Which Belief unlefi we entertain, we can give no to. 
lerable account at all of the various Beings that are in the 
World ,• for neither are they eternal, neither have they 
hapned by chance, as I have demonftrated to you. It is 
therefore abfolutely neceflary that there be fbme firft Caufo 
of all Things which we behold, which is not it felf cau- 
fed, nor produced by any other: for if every thing were 
caufed by fbme Pre-exiftent Being, then there never was 
a Being before which there was not another ,* and fo this 
grofs Abfurdity will follow, that before there was a Be* 
ing, there was a Being. A fit Conftquence for Atheifts, 
who pretend only to rational Speculations, to fwallow. 
Therefore we mufl neceflarily reft in fbme firft Cauft 
from which all other things have their origine, and is it 
felf caufed by none ; and that is the great God whom we 
Adore, the great Creator and bothGovemour of Heaven 
and Earth, and of all things vifible and invifible. 

This is therefore a third Demonftration of a Dei- 
ty. 

Fourthly, Perhaps it would fhrewdly puzzle the Me- 4. 
taphyficks of an Atheift, to anfwer the Argu- „ , , , _ 

ment of Bradwardine. It is poflible that there f A Dei 7 l 1. c.VeC 
fhould be fitch a Being as fhould exift necefla* ii.e. 14. 

L a rily ; 
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rily ,* fince it is no more a Contradiction to exift necet 
farily, tlian to exift contingently, and a far higher and 
more abfolute Perfection : But if it be poftible that there 
might be fuch a Being, then it is certain that there is * 
becaule neceflity of Exiftance is included in the very e^ 
fential conception of it; or elfe this Condradidion would 
follow, That it is poflible for that not to be, which, 
yet is neceflary to be. This Being therefore mull needs, 
jbe Etefnal, Independant, and Sdf-fufficient ; and that is, 
the God whom we adore. 

But to leave thefe more Abftrufe and Scholaftick N6- 
y. tions, in the fifth place. If there be no God, then nei¬ 
ther have there been any Miracles performed in the 
World ; nor any Prophefies or Predidions of future Com* 
tingencies. 

« f 1 ' 

i. Firft, There can be no Miracles performed without 
Divine and Infinite Power; for certainly if there be no 
Being above Nature, there can be no Effeds either a- 
bove, or contrary to the courle of Nature : for Nature 
when it is left to itfelf, cannot ,ad contrary to its own 
Laws. Now that there have been miraculous Works per¬ 
formed, the Atheift cannot deny, unlefs he will deny the 
truth of all Records, and think itreafonable to make all 
Faith and . Credit among Mankind a Sacrifice to his Qpi- 
niativenefs. Aft fleathen Authors, as well as the Scri- 
tures, give abundant Tgftimony to this: and although 
they deny the Dodrine of the Scripture, yet there is no 
reafbn they fhould disbelieve it, when it only relates mat¬ 
ter of Fad. In this behalf we defire they would give it 
as much credit, as they give to the Hiflories of Livy, or 
: Tacitus, or any other Author of approved Hoaeflty: and 
certainly it is but reafqnable to credit the confonant De- 

pofitions 
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pofitions of leveral plain Men, who aU profels themlelves 
to have teen Eye-wicnefles 6f 1 thole things they writer 
Yea, the Jews and Heathens who lived in thole very 
times, and were moft inveterate and cankar’d Enemies 
againft the Name of Chrift, would have given whatlbe- 
ver was deareft to them in- 1 the World, could they have 
proved any Forgery in thole Miracles, or Deceit in the 
Relaters of them: But the Evidence was lo dear, that 
they were forced to confefs even in Ipight of their own 
Malice, that Inch ft range Works were done and really 
effe&ed. But yet their fpleen againft the Truth was 
fhch, that they imputed them only to the'Power of Ma- 
gick, and the Operation of evil Spirits. But will our 
Atheift do lb too i If (©, lie mull needs acknowledge a 
God, by acknowledging a Devil ,• if not, he hath as lit¬ 
tle reaton to believe any thing in the World vVliich 'he 
himfelf hath not leen, as to believe the truth of thole 
Reports, which we have received From undoubted hands, 
delivered to us by the unqueftionable Teftimonies of 
thole who have known and leen what they have report¬ 
ed. 

Therefore if ever there have been any fuch extraordi¬ 
nary Efteds, as reftoring fight to-the Blind, and . feet to 
the Lame, and life it left to-the Dead, and that by no 
other application than only * word's Ipeakihg, there mult 
certainty bea God. ^ For thefe things are not within the 
power of fecortd Cables/ being lo contrary to die cbujde 
of Nature f arid therefore mult be afcribtd to aSuprcainv 
Deity, an infinite Power, Who is the Author, and great 
Controller of Nature. 

- Secondly,- As there could lave been noMirades per-' 
formed, lo neither could there 1 beany 'Prbpheifcs or Pre- 
di&icos made of contingent Events, nnfei we acknow¬ 
ledge 
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ledge a God, who in his infinite Wifdom and Counfel 
forefees whatfoever (hall come to pats, and revealeth his 
7.fecret unto his Servants the Prophets. We have many 
Prophefies recorded which have already had their un¬ 
doubted Effects : not to mftance in all, I lhall pnly men- 
,tionrwo ; the one is that Prophefy of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift concerning the final Deftruction of Jerufalem, 
Matth. 14. x. which received its full accomphfhment a-, 
bout forty Years after they liad crucified the Lord of 
Life and Glory. And the other, that Prediction con¬ 
cerning Cirus, that he lhould Re-edifie Jerufalem after it 
had been deftroyed by the Babylonians, Ifai. 44.18., and 
to make this Prophety the more remarkable, it is (aid, 
Chap. 45’. 4. That for Ifrael's fake God had called him 
by his name. This was a famous and very particular 
Prophefy of a Perfbn named near two hundred Years be¬ 
fore he was born, and thofe things punctually foretold 
of him which he lhould afterwards perform. The like 
we have the 1 Kings 13. x. where the Prophet declaims 
againft the Idolatrous Alter and Worfhip of Bethel y and 
foretels that JoJiah lhould deftroy it; calling him by his 
very name three hundred and forty Years before he was 
born, 0 alter, alter, thus faith the Lord, Behold, a child 
Jhall be born unto the houje of David, Jofiab by name, and 
upon thee jhall he offer the priejls of the high placet that 
burn incenje upon thee, and mens bones Jhall be burned up¬ 
on thee; which we read was exactly fulfilled by the fame 
~ Jofiah, x Kings zy. 20. For he flew all the priejls of the 
high places which were there, upon the altars, and burnt 
mens bones upon them. Now let any Atheift give a rati¬ 
onal account how thefe future Contingents could be thus 
j 8.certainly and circumftantially fore-known and. predict¬ 
ed, were there not a God in . Heaven that revedetb Se¬ 
crets. They could not certainly fee, fuch free and con¬ 
tingent 
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tingenc events in the Sars, efpecially fo long before they 
were to be produced; or if they might, yet certainly 
they could not read Names there, nor fpell the Conftel- 
Iations into Words and Syllables. There is therefore a 
God who giveth knowledge, and decJareth things to 
come according as it pleafeth him to illuminate the minds 
of his Servants the Prophets, to whom, and by whom he 
fpake. 

And tills is a fifth Deraonftration of the being of a 
Deity. 

The fixth and lad is this, There is a Conlcience in 6 * 
Man; therefore there is a God in Heaven. Conlcience 
could have no power at all over us, unlels It were gi¬ 
ven it from above. How. comes it to pals that wicked 
Wretches are dill haunted with pale Fears and ghaftly 
Horrours, that they are lometimes a terrour to them¬ 
lelves, and to all that are about them; they , would,, if it 
were poffible, abandon themlelves, and run away from 
their own Being, but only that they have a Witnefi and a 
Judjge within them of all their Crimes and Impieties, and 
feel fuch fecret dings, and unfeen whips lalhing their 
Souls, that the tortures thy indure, and infiud on them- 
felves, make them fometimes weary of their lives, and 
put them upon that defperate Curie of Choaking both 
themlelves and their Confidences too with an Halter f 
whence I (ay, Ihould this proceed, were there not a God, 
a Jud and Holy Deity whom Conlcience reveres ? Thefe 
Torments and Regrets do not always proceed from fear 
of Shame, or Punilhment from Men. No: but Con¬ 
fcience hath a power to put them upon the rack for their 
mod fecret Sins, which no eye ever law, no heart ever 
knew but their own; yea, and it forceth them fi>me- 
times themlelves to confels and divulge their own In¬ 
famy, 
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famy, ■ and 'voluntarily to render therrrfelves to Humane 
Juftice : Whence is this, but only frotttthat! lecjret influ¬ 
ence of a Supream Being, that hath an* awe and authori-; 
ty over Confciencc, and makes it redrew the' fins of a 
Man’s life with horrour, fcecaule it fcnow$ the Juft and 
' Holy God will at laft review them with Vengeance. 

And therefore we find that thole Whoirf their profpe- 
rity have lived moft regardlefs of a. Deity, yet when 
their Confidence hath been awakened by 1 ‘Dangers,' or 
Sicknefs, or any furprizing Accident, the apprehensions 
of a God have then ftrongly returned, upon them, and 
* Nam filled them with'Amazement and Cohfirfion. * Thus 
qui Decs the Hiftorian reports of that ffrad wicked' Em’perdur .Ca- 
*conttm- hguta, 'Who made art open' mbck and fcorn of Religion, 
met, ad yet when it thtmdred : would creep under his Bed to hide 
minima himfelf from the Vengeance of that Jttpiterj u r hom at 
other times lie Would not fjparc to deride ,anrd * threaten. 
racmni- And therefore ceftaihfy if there be any fiich thing as na- 
vere, car tarai Cdnfcienci In all Men, it Will nedeflarrfy follow that 
futobvoi- there muft be' a God; for were there no God,' there 
4</ would be no Confcience. • ■ • 

vero mar ' t 

jora, proripere fe c ftrato Jub le&umque conderc folcbat. Suet, in Cal. cap. 51. 

* Cum ^ovrCOpitolinS fitTcfo ffibulabatur—^ net fine jurgri^ nam vox comminan - 
*is audita eft £4 y/fcav c.11. • • 

And thus ! have giveri youthele fix rational Demon- 
ftrations, that there isfuch a Supream and Infinite Being 
as a Deity. Many others might be added; but thefe I 
account fufficient to convince any Atheift, who will in¬ 
deed be fwayed by that Reafon Wliigh hefo much deifies 
and adores, that there - i£ another G O D bolides and a- 
frove it. ' •. ' r ' 

- Well then, what remains, but- that - as wp have evin¬ 
ced the Folly anch Unrealonablencfs of’ Speculative Athe- 

: : „ ilm, 
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ifin, fo we cdndemn the Impiety of Pra&ical Atheifin; 
the Prophanenels and Irreligon of thole, that as the A* 
poftle {peaks, live as without God in the World; that 
live as though there were no God, nor Devil, nor Hea¬ 
ven, nor Hell, nor future State, nor any diftribution of 
Rewards in it: Indeed every wicked Man is in this fence 
an Atheift, and fiich the A poftle hath condemned, Tit. 

1.1 6. They profefi that they knew God; but in works they 
deny him t being abominable , and difobedient , and to every 
good work reprobate. Did they really and cordially be¬ 
lieve, that there is a Juft and Holy God thdt cakes notice 
of all their A&ions, a Great and terrible Majefty, who 
will call them to a ftrkft account for all their Cogitati- 
ons, all their Difcourfes, and all their Works; an Al¬ 
mighty God who hath prepared Wrath and Vengeance fo 
influft on all thofe who delpile his Authority, and tranG 
grels his Law ? would they dare to prophane his glori¬ 
ous and reverend Name by impertinent ufing of it in 
their trivial talk > would they,.dare to rend and tare it by 
their Oaths and Blafphemies, and hellifh Execrations and . 
Curies? Did they believe, that he hath prepared Tophet 
of old, that the pile thereof is Fire and much Wood, apd 
that all the Wicked of the World {hall be.caft into it, 
and there be made an cverlafting Rurnt-fecrifice to the 
incfenfed Wrath of the great God: Did Men believe the 
horrours and torments of the Fire and Sulphur, the ftench 
and darknefs, the burning chains dnd fiery whips, the woes 
and anguilh of the Damned in Hell, which are as far from 
being utterable, as they are from being tolerable; did 
they but as certainly believe thefe things, as it is certain 
that if they believe them not, they mall eternally feel 
them, would they dare ftill venture on to treafure up to 
themlelves Wrath againft the Day of Wrath ? would 
Swearing, and Lying, and Stealing, and Drunkennels, 

M and 
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and Uncleanoels To generally reign among us as they do? 
Indeed we perfwade oui^ves thafi wo QO believe thde 
things, we profels that there is a God, god that God in¬ 
finitely Holy ?< and infinitely Juft; and that he will re¬ 
corn pence Tribulation, Anguift, and Wrath; upon every 
Spyjl of Mag thajt doth evil, hot alas, thin is only a Ver- 
b^l Belief ccntra<ji<fted and born <Jqwn by A Praj&ical A- 
theilm. The lhd e tpSuencp that ohe Belief of an Holy 
arid jvift Gpd ha&nppn t*s, to regulate our a<ftions, and- 
to cable ps t;q walk ip an holy awe and (head ofi his Di¬ 
vine’ ,tylajefl$,'. clearly evwftfc : d»fi we ua»y. poffibty far*- 
cyfftele. tilings, bpt .do-pot believe, them: fpr .if thou, 
dicift lejiouljy and' heartily believe that there is a Great 
and a Jealous' God, whp hath laid. Vengeance u m*e t amt 
/ mjl repay it yy ?hat is there in the World that could 
perftvade.thee tq oSepd Ifim? : 

' Poffibly, though thpy believed, that there « aGod, 
yet thou, ‘act not fill}# ; p^rlwaded that he is lb Holy , no* 
to Juft as his Word declares him to be ,• not lo, lioly in ha* 
ting thy of fins, nor fo juft in punilhing them. . But if 
tlpu rpIieft v oQ ) thiacpnfidence, 1 knQW, ■ ,y 

: # 1 ’ : t r* ' j , ■ f . * * . 

* Fir Hi That this is only to hope in his Mercy in 
Ipight of his Truth! He hath fworn that he will take 
Vengeance on all impenitent* Wretches, and wound the 
hairy Scalp of fupli an one as goeth on ftift in his fins. 
And God will be true to his- Threatnings, as well as to 
his Prorailes,. ajthpugh chqp,, and ten thqufand others like 
thyfelf, eternally perilh, 

Nay, feconetly. If tl)ou believed there is a God, and 
yet thinkeft that this God will Ipare thee, though thou 
go on in the.prelumption of thy heart, to add Iniquity 
unto Sin, tlipu art far worle than an Atheift: for it is 

better 
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better td have no Opinion. of God at all, thin to haVfe 
filch air Opinion as is unworthy of liirh ,* for the brig is 
btft Mfidelity, the other is Contiithely. 

•* Iwert Plutarch, an Heathen, could lay, 

‘That it were fat lets injurious to Him, if' 
any Ihoiild deny that there is firch a 
Man In the World as Plutarch, than if 

• he fHduld graht, th|t fifth ail One in- £%- 

• deedrtKetd is, btlh that He is fkitHltfs, w «. w * 

Ihebhfikrit, Cthdl, or Revengeful: So '&« 
it is not fo heinous an .Affront kgairift 


'* W E y&y *v &p'i9iKoi(u 
Kov ap 9ferjnif Kiy&v 

pMTt ytyvivcu 7 v no^jrajt 
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sGfod,- Bftt ! fcrn& God i^ dOt' either inifiriifilV 1 holy in(. tiir 
<lfl^ iiiy-Sihi/.ht infihiteQr tttn? tb hfe llireatriings, or 
infinitely jiiil itt;phriifhin£,hlen$ triipeilitericy arid Dw-. 
feediericd This is i degree, of Impiety worfe than /If 
theffih j' ; ahd jrttr jtfiis, ard'all tirlgomy Sirihers 
b£- !--:A *J-t - •» l - 1 ‘- ' J ",‘ ' 


Know theh, .C SfoHgf,, and'ttbrtible,'that therb* Is a 
God whb fie$ and bWetvOs all thy A&iorifc, Who wriHS 
them down in the Bdbk Of his Rgfoehibrahce, arid will 
call thee to a ftri& account for 4 them ^ God will then . 
jtfdgb thee biii} Of thiHe own fnbtitli, 1 thou wicked Se£ * 
VSfif. ThoiJ bdlifeve'ft that thefe i§ a God, why aou 
rflbu hot theh fdaf arid fefvdHlfti [f Trtibu bejievelt tKaf 
there is-Jin fksv6ti, r ahd iify ati<$ kh Eternity to 
COSfte, why thed doff ttiou ndt ; fire' ahfWerably to this 
Itelief ? Either bibt it out of ybdr'Gregd', arid avow that 
ybu do not believe in Godthd Fat net Almighty, or elite 
live as thole fliould do^ who odd! fb dr^at arid Terrible, 
fo Pufe arid Holy a God. For i Speculative Atheift to 
be prophahe ana wicked, is hut eorifonant to his Priri- 

M z ciples: 
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ciples: For wherefore (hould not he gratifie all his lulls 
and fenfual defires, whole only hope is in this Life, and 
who doth not look upon himfelf as accountable for any 
thing hereafter ? But for thee who acknowledged: a Dei¬ 
ty, to live as without God in the World, to break his 
Laws,, to flight his Promifes, to delpife his Threatnings, 
is the greateft and moft defperate Madnels in the World: 
Thou Iheweft thyfelf hereby to be worle not only than 
an Atheifl, but worfe.then a Devil,* for the very Devils 
believe and tremble, and yet thou who profeflelt thylelf 
to believe, dolt not tremble. 

If therefore we would not bp inexcufable, fince we 
know God, let us glorifie him as God, . yeilding all holy 
Obedience to his Laws, and humble Submiflion to ms 
Will ; conforming ourfelves to his Purity, depending uj> 
on his Power and Providence, and trufting in his infi¬ 
nite Mercy and Goodnels, till we at fall arrive un.to that 
Rate of perfe# Blifs and Felicity, where we Hull fully 
know the ineffable Myllery of the Deity, fee Him that 
is now invifible, and Uve there as much by Sence and 
Sight, as here we do by Faith and Expectation. 

And thus much for ijhe fitft Sin forbidden in this firft 
Commandment, which is Atheilm. 

The fecond Sin that it forbids, is, Ignorance of the 
true God. For this Precept which requires us to have 
the Lord Jehovah for our God, as well includes the ha* 
ving of him in our uoderftandings, by knowing him a- 
Fight, as in our wills and affections, by loviog, fearing* 
and worfhipping him ; the right WorfHip. of God mud 
of neceffity prefiippofe the knowledge of the ObjeCfc to 
which we direCt that Worlhip, or otherwife we do but 
ereCt an Alter to the unknown God,, apd all our Adora¬ 
tion is but Superffition ; yea, and we ourfelves are but 
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Idolaters, although we worihip the true Deity: for all 
that Service which is not direded to the Supream E£ 
fence, whom we conceive to be the infinitely and eter¬ 
nally Holy, Juft, Merciful,, and Glorious, beyond what 
we can conceive, is not tendered to the true God, but 
to an Idol of our own making, ihaped out in the Igno¬ 
rance and Blindnefs of our Minds. And therefore our 
Saviour Chrift lays this as a black Brand upon the Sa¬ 
maritan Worfhip, John 4. zz. Te worjhip ye know not 
what; and that becaufe with other Gods they worfhip- 
ped the true God, under a confuted Notion of the God 
of the Land, as you may read z Kings 17. z6. without 
any difUnd knowledge of his Nature, Will, and Attri¬ 
butes. 

It hath been a Proverbial Speech, That Ignorance is 
the Mother of Devotion; but certainly fuch a blind Mo¬ 
ther muft needs bring forth a blind and deformed Daugh¬ 
ter; a ‘Devotion more rightly called Superftition than 
Devotion; a Devotion Ihaped only by the Fancy, and 
impofed by irrational Fear or Humor. 

Now becaufe the Being and Exiftance of a Deity, is 
a Notion fo common and natural to Mankind, as I have 
already demonftrated; and that we are ftrongly inclin¬ 
ed to the worfhip of a God, it will be neceflary right¬ 
ly to know that God, to whom this Homage of our. 
Souls, and all our Affedion and Veneration is due. For 
while we remain ignorant of this, it is impofiible but 
that we fhould be Idolaters, giving that which is proper 
to God alone, to fome vain created Fid ion of our own 
deluded Underftandings. 

Idolatry therefore is a Sin more common among us 
then we imagine.. For as many ignorant Perfons as there 
are, fb mtmy Idolaters there are, who though they faH 
not d/Qwn before Spocks and Stones, yet form fuch un- 
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couch Idea’s and ftrange Images of God in theft minds, 
that no more reprefcnt his infinite Perfections and Ex¬ 
cellencies, than thole dumb Idols that the Heathens Wof- 
fhip. 

In profecution of this General, I (hall ky down thfefe 
' following Propofitions: 

Fir Hi That it is a vety hard and difficult matter to 
have right artd genuine Conceptions of the Divine 'ftk- 
jefty, when we addrtls ourfelves unto him to worlhip 
him. I think I may here appeal to the common Expe¬ 
rience of Chriftians* whether their moil difficult part of 
their Duties br not tightly to apprehend the Obje<9t of 
them. Our Fancy is bold and bufie, and ftill readytb 
make too tnu£h ufe Of its. Pencil, ahd to delineate a God 
in fame fhape or other, before Whom we prefent out 
Services * fb that When we fhould be wholly intent Ups¬ 
on our Adoration, we mull neceflarily be ingaged infte'- 
formation,* to pull doWhJ attd break in pieces thole falle 
Images that we had fet up ; : And yet as fbort as We have 
done this, our imagination Ms to work again, makes new 
Pictures of a God, and lets them full before our eyes; 
as lb many Idols for us to worfhip. And although both 
Reafon and Religion endeavour to corre& thde ( bofd 
attempts of Fancy, yet it is a mighty diftfa&iOh iri oUr 
Duty, to be then difputing the Obje<ft, when we Ihould 
be adoring it. * I fhall only inftance in one Duty, and 
that is Prayer: How few ate there that do not falhiori 
God in feme bodily (hape, when they come to pray un¬ 
to him ! We are too apt to Figure out his Limbs, and 
to conceive him a Mart like ourfelves. All the propor¬ 
tions that Fancy hath'to draw with are Corporeal; and 
whenloever we frame a Notion of Angels, of God, pr a- 
ny fpirkual Subftance, we do it by fonlibfe R6fembkn- 
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era. Now this is_ infinitely derogatory, to God who is a 
Spmt j and therefore cannot be reprefented in any Form 
without a vaft incongruity: and he is the Father of So™ 
nts, infinitely more lpmtuai than Spirits themfelves, in 
conapanfon^witll whoni' Angela and the Souls of Men 
«e hit droflfe and feculent Beings, and therefore cannot 
be worflupped under any Form without Idolatry for 
that is not a God which we can (hape and mould in our 
Imaginations. 

aJZ ’?*’ F?™ 9°* “ ^ «y Hefemblance 
flwuld be made of him, Drat + ,£ u! Take the W 

W raw ymrJUvn (fir ye fat nt mama, of fimUlule 

Z. ie ?J!hL'* £'[£>*'■'» Hotel, «t of 

k *r c " n Kj«*fihet, animate 
yen a grentf* image, the jwrthtuJe of any four* AnA 

cemmto i£ the ere&mg of a vifible Image of God be 

1C “ n ? than a mental and fpiritual U 
dolatnr td frame art invifible'Image of God in our Fan- 
cy and Conceptions. - 1 

And. thereto*- although the Scripture frequently 
fcnbes m God tho members 'and fineamerits of a Mad as’ 
eyds, and mohth, and ears,- artd hands; and feet, & c ”VS 
wt^ muft not be fo ftupidly ignorant as to believe* that 
thefe are pfoperly'appertaining to the Divine. Eflence 
(whieh..wasithe old^oded H6tefy of the Aiithrop^ 
morphitae) but thefe d ^criptiofls are given us onIy P in 
t£> r°T W f* kndIes ^d Infirmities, and 

though they are fpoken aft€r the ^ « 

of Men, yet they muft be underload Bbipn#, after Cmch 
a rmnner as becomes the Majefty of the Wne Nature: 
And by fuch expreffions the Scripture only means, that 
all thofe powers and facufries which are in us, areli^ 
wife to be found, although in an infinite and tranfeen^ 
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dent eraincncy in the Being of God. He hears and fees, 
and is able to efFedt .whatloever he pleafeth; and that 
Without any configuration of Parts, or Organs, which 
are utterly repugnant to the Simplicity and Spirituality 
of his Eflence. And therefore to ru fhape, and fafhion out 
fiich a God in our thoughts, when we pray unto him, is 
but to make and worihip an Idol: And unlefs Faith and 
Religion demolifh fuch Images which we let up in our 
Fancy, the Worfliip which we diredf unto them, is hard¬ 
ly to be efteemed the Worfhip of the true God, but the 
worfhipping the Work of our own making, and a Crea¬ 
ture of our own imagination. . 

And yet unleft we do reprefent God to ourfelves, 

‘ when we worfhip him, it is very hard, if not altogether 
impoflible, to keep up the intention of our Spirit , and 
to hinder our Mind from ftrayingand gadding, There¬ 
fore, . . 

Secondly, The right way to attain unto a true Noti¬ 
on, and a found Underftanaing of the Divine Nature, is 
by a ferious confideration pf his Attributes. For thefe 
are his very Nature; and when we know them, we 
know as much of God as can be known by m in this 
out weak and imperfedf Efiate. Thefe Attributes of the 
Divine Nature are manifold, and commonly are diftin- 
guifhed info Negative, Relative, and PofitiveI fhallone- 
ly .enumerate the chief of them, Simplicity, Eternity, 
Unchangeableneft, Immenfity, Dominion, All-fufficiency, 
Holineft, Truth, Omnipotence, Omnifeience, Juflice, and 
Mercy : Of which the principal, and that moft refped: 
us, are Mercy and Juflice; all the other are declared to 
us in order to the Illuflration of thefe. For the glory 
of thefe hath God created the World, and all things in 
it; efpecially thofe two capital kinds of Creatures, An¬ 
gels 
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gels and Men: for theft hath he permitted Sin, which ts 
. id odious and deteftable to his infinite Purity: for theft 
hath he lent his Son into the World to talk of Death for 
every Creature: for thefe hath lie proclaimed his Law, 
and declared his Gofpel, the Thrcatnings of the one, and 
the Promifes of the other: for theft hath he appointed a 
Day, and will ere& a Tribunal of Judgment, that he may 
make the Glory of his Mercy, and of his Juftice confpi- 
cuous ; his Juftice in the eternal Damnation of impeni¬ 
tent Wretches, who are Veflels of Wrath fitted by their 
own fins for deftru&ion • his Mercy in the Salvation of 
penitent and believing Souls, who are Vefiels of Mercy 
fitted by his Grace tor eternal Glory. All other Attri¬ 
butes, 1 fay, ferve to iiluftrate theft two; and as we 
Conjoyn them either to Mercy or Juftice, 16 they are 
tnoft inforcing Motives either of Hope or Fear: it is k 
mighty fcpport to our ^fope, when we reflect upon the 
Mercy of God accompanied wkh the Attributes of Eter¬ 
nity, Immutability, Truth, and Omnipotence. And a- 
gain, it will aftetft us with a profound Fear and Dread of 
this Great and Glorious God, to confider that the fame 
Attributes attend on his Juftice ; (b that both are Almigh¬ 
ty ; the one to lave, the other to deftroy. 

Now if we would conceive aright of God, when we 
Come to worfhip him, let us not frame any Idea of him 
in pur Imaginations, (for all fuch Reprefentations are falfe 
and fbotiflj,) but labour to pofiefs our hearts with an 
awful dfteern of his. Attributes; arid when we have with 
all poflible reverence coUe&ed our thoughts, and fixt 
them upon the Contemplation of infinite Juftice, infinite 
Mercy, infinite Truth, infinite Power, and the reft, let 
us then fa'll proftrate, and adore it, for this is Pur God : 
And therefore the Apoftle tells us, i John q. $. God u 
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love} not only loving, but Love itlelf in the abftradh 
And i John 1. y. Goa is light. 

Thirdly, All the knowledge that we have, or can have 
of God here, is colle&ed from what he hath been plea- 
led to dilcover of himlelf, either in his Works, or in his 
Word. 

We have but two Books to inftru& us ; the Book of 
the Creatures, and the Book of the Scriptures. From 
the Works of Creation and Providence, we may come 
to know much of God, even his eternal Being and God¬ 
head ; and the Le&urcs which are read out of this Book, 
?re lb convincing and demonftrative of many of the glo¬ 
rious Attributes of God, that the Apoflle tells us, the ve¬ 
ry Heathens themfelves were left w ithout Excule, becaule 
they did not worfliip him as God, when by the things 
which they law, they knew him to be God, Rom. 1. 

XI. 

But to us God hath vouchlafed more clear and lively 
Difcoveries of himlelf; declaring to us thole Attributes 
by his Word, the knowledge ol which we could never 
have attained by his Works alone. And therefore the 
Scriptures are called the lively Oracles of God, Alls 7. 
38. And they are the Glals wherein with open face we 
behold the Glory of the Lord, x Corinth. 3. 18. 

Fourthly, When we have improved our underftand- 
ings to the highelt advantage, and ilretcht them to the 
largelt and moll comprehenfive lize, yet Hill we lhall 
be left in the dork, and it will be utterly impoflible 
to know God as he is in himlelf: He dwelleth in that 
Light to which no mortal Eye can approach ; he hides 
and veils himlelf with Light and Glory: it is his alone 
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Priviledge and Prerogative, as to love, fo to know him- 
felf, for nothing better can be loved, nothing greater can 
be known. God is incomprehenfible to all his Crea¬ 
tures, but is comprehended by himfelf,* and that Ever 
Blefied Eflence which is Infinite to all others, is yet Fi¬ 
nite to its own view and meafiire. All the Difeovc- 
ries we receive of God, are not fo much to fatisfie an 
inquifitive Curiofity, as to excite pious Affections and 
Devotion. For Rendon, which is the eye of the intel¬ 
lectual Soul, glimmers and is dazled when it attempts 
to look ftedfaftly on Him who is the Father of Lights; 
and its weaknefs is fuch, that that Light which makes 
it foe, doth alio ftrike it blind. Yea, our Faith which 
is a ftronger Eye than that of-Reafon, and given us that 
we might foe Him who is invifible, yet here in this life 
it hath fo much dull and alhes in it, that it difoerns but 
imperfectly, and receives the Difcoveries of a Deity re- 
fradfed through the Glafs of the Scriptures, fo allay¬ 
ed and attemper’d, that though they are not moil ex- 
preflive of his Glory, yet they are fitted for our Ca¬ 
pacity. The full manifedation of his Brightnefs, is re- 
lerved for Heaven : This beatifical Vifion is the Happi- 
neis and Perfection of Saints and Angels, on whom the 
Godhead difplays itfelf in its cleared Rays. There we 
ihall foe him as he is, and know him as we are known 
by him. Here we could not fubfift, if God ihould let 
out upon us the full Beams of his excefiive Light and 
Glory. And therefore we read in Scripture what dread¬ 
ful apprehenfions the bed of God’s Saints have been pot 
fed withal, after fome extraordinary Difeoveries that 
God had made of himfelf unto them. Thus Ifaiah cries 
out, Ifai, 6. y. Wo is me, for I am undone , becaufe I am 
a man of unclean lips, and mine eyes have feen the king,, 
the Lord of ho/ls. - And when our Saviour Chrid put 
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forth his Divine Power but in the working of a Miracle, 
the Glory of it was fo terrible and infepportable, even 
to Holy Peter, that he crys out, Luke 6 . 8. Depart from 
me, for lama fitful man, 0 Lard. Though God be the 
very life of our Souls, and the manifeftations of his Lore 
and Favour better than Life itfelf ; yet (ueb is our K- 
imtted Eftate here in this World, that we cannot fee 
God and live. Frail Nature is too weak to contain its 
own Happinels, until Heaven and eternal Glory inhrge; 
and then it lhall fee thofe inconceivable Myfterics of the 
Trinity in Unity, the Hypoftatical Union of the Hu- 
mane Nature wkh the Divine; then it (hall view and 
furround the incomprchenfible God, and be able to bear 
die unchecked Rays of the Deity beating full upon 
it. In the mean time we mull humbly content our 
felves with tlmfe imperfedt Difeoveries that God is plea- 
fed to allow us, dill breathing after that Eftate where 
we lhall enjoy perieCf Vifion, and in it an iotire Satis¬ 
faction and Happinels. 

Let us then moft earneftly covet the knowledge of 
God, and endeavour to make ourfelves here as like to 
what we hope to be hereafter, as the frailty of Humane 
Condition will permit. This is the chief glory of a 
Man, one of the higheft Ornaments and Perfections of 
a rational Soul; that which doth in feme iort repair the 
Decays of our fallen Eftate, and renews thofe Primitive 
Characters which Ignorance and Errour have oblitera¬ 
ted in our Souls. And indeed without the knowledge 
of God, we can never be brought to love him, to trull 
and confide in him, nor to ferve him as we ought: And 
although there may be a great deal of Zeal in ignorant 
Perfons, yet Zeal without Knowledge, is but a religious 
Frenzy ; it is Religion frighted out of its wits. A Man 
that knows not the bounds of Sin and Duty, is a lit 
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Subbed for the Devil to work upon, who will be lure 
fo to manage him, that he lhall do a great deal of mil- 
chief very honeftly, and with very good intentions. 

Thirdly , A third heinous Violation of this firft Com* 
mand, is by Prophanenefs. Now Prophanenefs may be 
taken either in a more large and general, or in a more 
pfoper and retrained fence ; if we take it properly, le 
it fignifies only the negleft, or defpifingf of Spiritual 
Things: for in a Arid acceptation he is a prophane 
Perfon, who either flights the Duties of God's Service, 
or the Priviledges of God’s Servants. But in the larger 
and more common fence of the word, every ungodly 
Sinner who gives up himfelf to work Wickednels, and 
lives in a courfe of infamous and flagitious Crimes, is 
called and reputed a prophane Pierlon. And indeed fuch 
an one is prophane in the higheft degree, that not only 
ncgleds the more fpiritual Duties of Religion, but the 
natural Duties of Moral Honefty, Temperance, and So¬ 
briety : For as there are but two things in Pradicak, 
which make an excellent and accompli (ht Chriftian, Reli¬ 
gion and Vertue $ the ooedireding our Worlhip towards 
God, the other our Converfation towards Men: lo on the 
contrary, the defpifing of Religion, and negled of Ver- 
tue, make up that confummate and accomplilht Pro¬ 
phanenels which we fee fo common and prevalent in the 
World 

But concerning the Wickednefles which, ufually meet 
together, and are concerned in this fort of prophane 
Perfons, I fhall not now fpeak, referving them to be 
treated of in their proper place, when I come to infift 
on thofe Commands which each of their Sinstranlgre£ 
feth. * . 

At prefent I fhall. only take notice of that which i» 
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properly called Prophanenels, and fpeak of it as a diflin# 
$in, didin&ly prohibited in this Precept. And here I 
fhall firftgive you feme account of the Name, and then 
of the Thing. 

• Prefa- * Prophane hath its Notion or Etymology , Quafi 
porro , or procul a fattof which fignifies far from the 

ZJE- Tem P |e - 

unt ideffe quod extra fatuuieam caufiem Jit, quafi pom i fane, & a religion* Jeeretum. 

Macrob. SacunuL lib. 3. cap. 3. 

Now becaule their Temples were the ufual places 
wherein they folemnly wormipped, therefore the word 
Prophane is transferred to denote thole who negledt and 
put far from them the Worlhip of God : and Co accord¬ 
ing to this propriety offignification, many others befides 
lewd and debaucht Wretches, will be found to be Profane : 
For not only thole who let loofe the rains to all manner 
of Villanies, but even thole whole Morality is unblame- 
able, and perhaps exemplary $ who lead a lober and ra¬ 
tional life, and Icorn a vitious A&ion, as a bafends be¬ 
low the Nature, and unworthy the Spirit of a Man; yet 
fuch grave, prudent, and honed Perfons do, too many of 
them, elpecially in thele our days, deferve the Cenliirc 
and black Brand of being Prophane. And therefore 
that we may the better Judge who are the Prophane, 
and on whom that Imputation judly lies, let us conlider 
fird, What the Sin of Prophanenels is; andlecondly, What 
are the true and proper Chara&ers of a prophane Perfon. 

Firtfy Wliat Prophanenels is ? I anfwer in the gene- 
f. ral, Prophanenels is the flighting and negle&ing of 
Things holy and lacred ; an undervaluing and con¬ 
temning of thole Things that are fpiritual and excel¬ 
lent. And wholoevcr is guilty of this, let his outward 
Demeanour in the World be as fair and plaufible as Mo¬ 
rality 
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rality or Hypocrify can adorn it, yet he is a prophaoe 
Perfon ; and heinoufly violates this firft Command which 
injoyns us to worlhip, reverence, and honour the mod 
hi gh God, whom we profefs to own. 

Now the fpiritual and (acred Things are, 

Firft, God himfelf in his Nature and Efience, whom i. 
we prophane, whenfoever we entertain any blafphemous 
or unworthy thoughts of him, derogatory to his infinite 
Perfections. 

Secondly, Godin his Name; which we prophane when i. 
in our trivial and impertinent Difcourles we rafhly boult 
out that great and terrible Name, at which all the Pow¬ 
ers of Heaven and Hell tremble: And how much more 
do we prophane it by Oaths and Execrations ; which are 
now grown the familliar Dialed of every Mouth, and 
lookt on only as a Grace and Ornament of (peaking! 
Scarce can we hear any Difcourfe, but thefe Flowers are 
(prinkled among it; and the Name of God muft be 
brought in either as an Expletive, or an Oath: And 
what doth (adly fore-bode the growing Prophanenefs of 
the next Age, Children are taught or (ufFered to call up¬ 
on God in their Play, before they are taught to call up¬ 
on him in their Prayers. 

Thirdly , God in his Attributes; which we then pro- 3. 
phane, when our affections or actions are oppofite or un- 
liiitable unto them. We prophane his Holinefs by our 
impurity; his Omnipotence by our difpondency; his 
Omnifcience by our hypocrifie; his Mercy by our de- 
(pair; his Juft ice by our preemption; his Wifdom by bur 
finful policy; his Truth by our fecurity, nOtwithftanding 
hisThreatnings; and our (loathfulnefs notwithftanding Ius 
Promifes. And in this fence every fin that we commit 
is a kind of •Prophanenefs, as it raanifefts a contempt of 
the infinite Perfections and Excellencies of the Deity: 
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for there is no Man whole heart is poflefled with a reve¬ 
rential and due Efteem of die great God, that can be indu¬ 
ced by any Temptations to fin againft him, and provoke 
him. Every fin is a flighting of God, either a flighting 
of his Juftice, or Mercy, or Holineis, or Power, or ail of 
them: For what doll thou elle when thou finneft but pre¬ 
fer (ome bale Pleafure, or fome fordid Advantage, before 
the Great God of Heaven > The Devil represents the 
Delights of Sin, or the Profits of the World unto thee 
to intice thee ; but thy Conlcienee reprelents unto thee 
the everlafting Wrath of the great God if thou confont- 
efk { hh Juftice ready to fentence thee to everlafting Tor¬ 
ments, and his Power ann’d to inflict them. Now if 
thou yeildeft, what doft thou but vilifie and delpile the 
Almighty God, as if his dread Power and (evere Juftice 
were not (b confidefabk as to out-weigh either the im¬ 
pure pJeafures of a vile Lull, or the fordid gain and ad¬ 
vantage of a little tranfitory Pelf ? Nay, couidft thou by 
one a<St of Sin make all the Treafures and Delights of 
the whole World tributary to thee ; Ihould the Devil take 
thee when he tempts, as he took Chrift, and lhew thee 
all the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory of them, 
and promile to inftate it all upon thee j yet to prefer the 
whole World before the Authority of God , who hath 
ftri&ly forbidden thee to think any dung in it worth the 
venturing upon his Difpleafure, and the hazarding his 
Wrath and Vengeance, is a molt notorious flighting and 
contemning the great God, and argues a prophane Spi¬ 
rit : How much more then when we fin againft God for 
nothing, and defie his Wrath and Juftice, without being 
provoked to it by any Temptation i We find how hei- 
noufly God takes it, and (peaks of it as a mighty Af¬ 
front and Indignity, that our Lord Chrift fliould be fo 
undervalued as to be fold for thirty Pieces of Silver; for 

it 
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it argued not only Treafon but Contempt j Zecb. x i. i j. 
A goodly price that I was prized at by them. And yet 
truly Judas was a.very thrifty Sinner in companion with 
many among us, who not only betray Chrift to the 
mocks and injuries of others, but crucifie him daily, and 
put him to an open (hame for far Ie(s. Yea, there arc 
many that would not fuffer fo much as an hair of their 
heads to be twicht off for that for which they will not 
' Hick to lie, and {wear, and blafpheme. ' What Ihould 
tempt the impious Buffoon to deride Religion, traveft the 
Holy Scriptures, and turn whatfoevcr is Sacred and Vene¬ 
rable, into Burlefque and Drollery; but only that he may 
gain a little grimning and fnearing Applaufe to his Wit, 
irom a company of njad Fools like himftlf ? Or what 
Ihould tempt the cheap Swearer to open his black Throat 
as wide as Hell, and to belch out his Blalphemies againlT 
Heaven, and the God of Heaven, but only that he fancies 
that a well-mouth’d Oath will make his Speech the more 
(lately and gentile ? And are theft Matters of fuch confe- 
quence, as to be called or accounted Temptations ? Cer¬ 
tainly there can be nothing elft in theft fins befides a 
meer mad humour of finning ; which declares a mod 
wretched Contempt of God, when we do that for no¬ 
thing which his Soul hates, and his Law forbids• and a 
mod prophane Spirit, in making that common and trivi¬ 
al, which is infinitely holy and (acred. 

Thus you fte how God isprophaned in his Nature, in 
his Name, and in his Attributes. 

Fourthly y The Time which God hath fet apart and cori- 
ftcrated for his own Worftiip and Servioe, is (acred and 
holy ,• which we prophane whdn we imploy arty part of 
it in die unneceflary Affairs of this Life, but much more 
. in the fervice of Sin. This is a facrilegious robbing God 
of what is dedicated intirely to him; and that either 
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by his immediate appointment, a$ the Sabbath j or by the 
appointment of thole whom God hath let over us, and 
intrufted not only to prelerve our Rights and Properties, 
but alio his Worlhip inviolate, as fpecial Days of Joy or 
Mourning, 'J'hankfgiving or Humiliation. 

Fifthly , The Ordinances of Jelus Chrift are holy and 
lacred; which we prophane when either we negleCt 
them, or are remils and carelefs in our attendance on 
them. But of this I lhall fpeak more anon. 

Thus I have Ihewn you what Prophanenels is j it is a 
flighting and delpifing of Ipiritual and (acred Things, 
(uch as are holy originally, as God, his Name and Attri¬ 
butes j and fuch as are holy by Inftitution, as his Sab¬ 
baths and Ordinances. 

By what we have thus fpoken concerning Prophane¬ 
nels, we may the eafier difpatch the fecond General pro¬ 
pounded, which was, To give you fome particular Cha¬ 
racters of a prophane Perfon; that we may be the better 
able to look into our own hearts and lives, and both ob- * 
ferve and correct that Prophanenels which refides there. 

Firffy Therefore, he is a prophane Perfon that thinks 
and Ipeaks but flightly of Religion. Religion is the high- 
eft Perfection of Humane.Nature ; by it he differs more 
from brute Beafts, than he doth by his Realba; for brute 
Creatures have fome notable relemblances and hints of 
Realbn, but none at all of Religion. They Glorify God 
as all th» Works of the Greation do, by (hewing forth 
his infinite Attributes in their framfe and production'; but 
they:cannot Adore n6r Worffliip him: This is a Pre-emi¬ 
nence peculiar to the moft perfect Pieces of the Creati¬ 
on, Men and Angels. For as it is a Perfection of the 
Deity, to be the ObJeCt of Worlhip, to whom all Adora¬ 
tion both in Heaved and! Earth Ought to be directed, fo it 
is the Perfection of rational Creatures to : aferibe Honour, 
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and Glory, and Praife, and Worlhip to Him who fitteth 
upon the Throne, and the Lamb for ever and ever. And 
therefore they who defpife Religion, defpife that which 
is their own chiefeft Excellency, and prophane that which 
is the very Crown of their Natures and Beings. 

But alas, have we not many fuch prophane Perlons a- 
mong us, who deride Piety, and make a feoff* of Religion, 
that Took upon it only as a Politick Invention to keep the 
rude and ignorant Vulgar in awe. 

Yea, and thofe who take up their Religion, not by 
choice, but meerly* by chance, either as a Patrimony left 
them by their Fathers, or as a received Cuflom of the 
Country ^herein they were born, never troubling them- 
felves to.examine the reafonablenefe and certainty of it; 
thefe likewife are propliane fpirited Men, who do not be¬ 
lieve Religion to be a matter of that concernment as to 
require their exa&eft ftudy and induftry in feardiing in¬ 
to its Grounds , and Principles, but think that any may 
fu/Hce, wlbatfoeverit be. 

Again, thofe. who do fecrctly defpife the holinefs and 
ftridinefs of others, and think they are too prccife, and 
make more adoe;tq .get} to Heaven tliao needs. But in¬ 
deed they are pot: too precise, but thefe are toQ propliane, 
who thus jcontecpn Religion as unneceflary and fuperflu- 
ous. . •. ' 

Secondly , -He- is a; prophane Perfbn who negle&s the x. 
publick Worlhip aqd Sprvfee of Gjod, when he hath op¬ 
portunity and ability to frequentT it. And.alas, how ma¬ 
ny fech are there, who yet thiflk it/ foul (corn to have 
this black Name fixt upon them ? yea, and. are the readi¬ 
ed in the World to brand others with it, that are not of 
their Way and fentiments. But, let them be who they 
will that defpife aqd forfake the folemn Affemblies, they 
do interpretativcly defpife and forfeke God, whofe efpe- 
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rial Prefence is only in two places, Heaven and the Church, 
in the one by his Glory, in the other by his Prelence. 

Now thele are of two forts ; feme that abfent tliem- 
felves out of a wretched Sloath, and Contempt of the 
Word and Ordinances of Jefus Chrift j others that with¬ 
draw themfelves out of a pretended DifTatisfa&ion and 
Scruple of Confidence. Both are Prophane ; but the one 
fort ftrangely mingles Prophanenefs and Hypocrifie toge- 
gether ; and the other is Prophane out of Ignorance or A- 
theifm. 

i. Fir ft, Some are negligently Prophane, and abfent them¬ 

felves from the Ordinances of Jelus Chrift, and the fo- 
lemn Worlhip of God, upon meer Sloath and Reach let 
nefs. And how many fuch carelcfly prophane are in thde 
Parts, the Thinnefs of our Congregations doth too evi¬ 
dently declare. If we' ihould now go from Houle to 
Houle, Ihould we not find the far greater part of the In¬ 
habitants idly lolling at Home ? who after they had fhort- 
ed out the Forenoon in their. Beds, and thereby perhaps 
digefted their laft Nights Drunkennefs, fpend the After- 
iloon in their Chappel, the Chimny, either with vain 
Cliat, or intemperate Cups, and facrifice to their God,' 
their Belly, while they Ihould be worlhipping the great 
God of Heaven: Poflibly a fair Day, or want of other 
Diverfion, maylbmetimes bring thele Droans to Church, 
yet this is lo feldom, that we may well lufpedt they come, 
not indeed for Cuftom lake, but rather out of Novelty, 
than Devotion: But if it prove a wet or louring Day, 
thele tedder People, whom neither Rain nor Cold can pre¬ 
judice at a Fair or Marker^ dare not ftir out of their 
Doors, nor ftep over their own Threlbold into God’s, 
left they Ihould hazard their Health, inftead of gaining 
their Salvation. What lhall I lay to fitch Brutes and Hea¬ 
thens as thele are, who not only deny the Power, but 
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tlie very Form of Godlinels, (Tome few of them may per¬ 
haps be now prefent to hear me, and may my Word, nay, 
not mine, but the Word of the Living God ftrike them 
God will pour out his wrath upon the heathen , and upon the ' 
families that call not on his name. 

Secondly, Some again are humourlbmely Prophane, a. 
who withdraw themlelves from the publick Worfhip of 
God, meerly upon pretended Scruple and DilTatisfadti- 
on. I think it is no Uncharitableneft to (ay, That where 
Scruple at the Adminiflration of Ordinances, is only pre¬ 
tended to colour Contempt of the Ordinances, their Reli¬ 
gion is only made a Mafque ahd Vizer for Hypocrilie: for 
he that (hall foruple to pray by a fet Form, and yet not 
fcruple to (wear Extempore,* he that lhall foruple to eat 
and drink at the Lora’s Table kneeling, and yet not 
foruple to drink at his own Table, or at an Ale-bench, till 
he cannot (land ; he that lhall fcruple the Crols in Bap- 
tifm, and yet not foruple the breaking his Baptifmal 
Vow; he that lhall fotuple Obedience to Mans Laws, 
and yet not foruple Difobedience to God s, but lhall lie, 
and defraud, and peijure, and oppreft, and look upon it as 
the priviledge of his Perverlneft and Contradiction, to 
do fo; I lhall make no foruple to call (uch a fcrupulous 
Swearer, or Drunkard,. or Cheat, a grols and prophane 
Hypocrite. 

I do not, I dare not lay, that all thole that fcperate ", 
from our Communion, are of this Note, no more than 
that all who joyn with us, are free from thefo Crimes: 
no, I believe, and know the contrary ,* and that very 
many -Who have in the llmplicity of their hearts follow¬ 
ed Abfolom in a Rebellion, do now likewife follow Corah lSm u5 * 
in a Schilm. Towards foch I would take up words of 11 * 
Meekneft, and in the bowels of Love expoftulate with 
them } but alas, they do not, they wiH npt hear me : 
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I would befeech them to account of us as Minifters of 
. thrift, and Stewards of the Myfteries of God, as well as 
others: And if they cannot deny that we are fb, will 
they deny us Audiente when we come as Ambafladours 
from the great King of Heaven, to deliver his Meflage 
to them in his Name ? Do we not preach die lame Truths, 
and exhort you as far as we are, able, to the pra&ice of 
the fame Holinels? Do we not Adminifter the fame Sa¬ 
craments wherein are reprelented and foaled to all belie¬ 
ving Partakers the Benefits of the Death of our Lord Je- 
lus Chrift ? What is it then? are we therefore reje&ed 
becaufo as. we have our Commiflion from Gad, lb we 
have our lyhflion by Law and Authority from Men? If 
it be lb, this is not Zeal, but Contumacy and Perverfhels; 
or are they our own perfonal faults ana Mifcarriages, the 
neglecft of our Miniftry, or the (candal of our Lives, diat 
makes. Men to abhor the Offerings of the Lord, and for- 
lake his Tabernacle ? Indeed I had much rather deplore 
than ex'cufe then! Yet linqe this Imputation cannot with¬ 
out great Wrong and Injuftice be laic) upon all, why is the 
Defe&ion from all ? why are godly,. laborious, and con- 
foiencious Minifters forfaken and defpifed as well as. the, 
reft? But fuppofo they werealla? black as Afpexfions and 
Calumnies ;u ouJd render then* * yet certainly they can¬ 
not be thought worfo than the Scribes and Pharifoes, who 
were not only viefous in their Lives, but corrupt in ma¬ 
ny principal parts of theirDo&rine; yet fuch was the 
Authority and Reverence of Mofes's Chair* that our Lord 
Chrift himielf, who wajs the great Teacher of t)ie World, 
fends his ow n Scholar? to. learn of them; only becaufe 
i they were the allowed and authorized Ioftrucfters of the 
People; Matth . zy z. The Scribes and the Pharifecs fit 
in Mofes feat. AU therefore whatfoever, they bid you ob- 
fe.rve, that obferve and do ; but do not ye after their 
■ works: 
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works: for they fay , and do not. Or finally, is it that 
that die Ordinances of Jefus Chrift are (as they fay) 
burdened with (bine Observances which they cannot fb 
well digeft and comply with ? Not now to defend tliefe 
Things m particular, let me only fay, That they nothing 
hinder the Energy of the Gofpel, where it is attended on 
with an humble fubmifs'Soul, and tradable and docil Af¬ 
fections: And what ’ flight Opinions fbever the over¬ 
weaning Fancies-of die Men of this Generation may liave 
taken up concerning our Way of Worlhip, yet I am Cure 
that many thoufand of Souls havie been converted and la¬ 
ved fince our happy and blfefled Reformation from Po¬ 
pery, by the Ordinances of Jefus Chrift, adminiftred with 
all thelanta Obfervances which are now fb much villi- 
fied and condemned. And I pray God Profanenefs be 
not laid to the charge pf a great many who not only neg- 
leCt, but deride and defpife that Worfftip which God 
hath -accepted and rewarded ; and that Way Of Admini- 
ftration which he hath fan&ified in the Converfion, and 

- fealed in the Salvation of many blefTed and glorious Saints 

now in Heaven. , ... 

•• '■ Yet J do not think all thole whd <fo n as ^et refrain 
‘froth Our publick Aflembliei’mperT^but of J the ; i^id^tis- 
fadtipn of their 1 Cotlfcience^ -w^ib db defifC arid endea¬ 
vour to be fatisfied, and would willingly clofe with their 
Duty as foon as it is difcpvered to theth, without ffick- 

- ing a^ C!ie Examples of bthefs; - crfheii* own fprrper cpn- 

ifrary PraCtifce jT, ; d^fe n<A, l Jfily,, think them guilty Of 
Prophanenefs 1 • although for r tne'pre{ent they dray be* ve¬ 
ry muchmifgUided. ‘ ^ ‘ \ ! ’.V 1 - t?.-'. \ 

But for others, ! that ‘either abfent thehjfelves,out of 
• raeet G*refeteCfs{ r an^ a WtetdiedT^gl'e& i 'or tftd Con?- 

- nkftStft Of 1 dhtift,’ of. 1 brtiy cttf 'Huihout; J arid lFfo¥ar<l- 

Tided 'of another 'my, ihere- 
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therefore they will ftiffly and pertinacioufly maintain it * 
and caft ail the Odium they can devife, and all the Dirt 
they can rake together, though it be with Lyes and Slan¬ 
ders, upon us; fiich as fearch for all manner of Argu¬ 
ments, not fo much to fatisfie their Confidences, as meer- 
ly to cavil againft our Worlhip; and when they can nei¬ 
ther condemn it by Scripture nor Realon, do it by bitter 
Inve&ives, odious Reflexions, and a fcoffing Contempt, on 
purpofe to make it both hateful and ridiculous to the Peo¬ 
ple; Rich I {hall be bold in the Lord to pronounce Pro¬ 
phane and Irreligious Wretches. .And, whereas they cry- 
out upon the Prophanenefs of otliers, and make that a 
Pretence why they feparate, and rend the Body of Chrift 
• into Schifms, they themlelves are moil propliane, defpi- 
fing the' Holy Ordinances of Jelus Chrift, and thereby 
making themfelves unworthy to be admitted to luch Holy 
Myfteries, and worthy to be excluded, and not only by 
their own voluntary Obftinacy, ’ but by a judicial .Cen- 
fiire. 

So much for the fecond Chara&er of a propliane Per- 
(on. 

Thirty^ He is ^Ko a prophane Perfon who negleds the 
performance of religious Duties in private. Every Houle 
ought to be a Temple dedicated to God, and every Ma¬ 
iler a Prieft, who mould offer unto God the daily Sacri¬ 
fices of Prayers and Praites. But alas, how many pro¬ 
phane Perfons have we, and how many prophane Fami¬ 
lies, who fcarce ever make mention of God but in an Oath, 
nor never call upon liis Name but when.they impricate 
fome Curfe upon others ? How many who wholly negle# 
the Duty of Prayer, and think they diffidently difeharge 
their Truft, if-they provide for tiie Temporal Subfiflance of 
their Families^ Though,,they,utterly .negleiX.the Care of 
their Soulsi, and their Spiritual Concernments ? Such pro 

phane 


Digitized by c.ooQle 


tDt jfird Comawntmwnt. i 

phane Families as thele, God ranks with Infidels and Hea- ?tr 
thens, and devotes themto thefame common Deftru&ion. **• 

Nor ought our Family Duties to be feldomer performed 
by us than Morning ana Evening. In the Morning Pray¬ 
er is the Key that opens unto us the Trealury ot Gods 
Mercies and Bleflings: in the Evening it is the Key that 
{huts ns up under his Protection and Safe-guard. God is 
the great Lord of the whole Family both in Heaven and 
Earth ; other Matters are but under him entrufted to fee 
that thofe who belong to their Charge, perform their Dir¬ 
ties both to him and them. One of the greateft Services 
that we can do for God, is to pray uhto him, and praife 
him: And how unjuft and tyrannical is it for a Matter of 
a Family to exaCt Service to himfelf, when he takes no caw 
to do Service to his great Lord and Matter, to whom it is 
infinitely more due ? 

Neither is there any Excule that can prevail to take off 
your Obligation from this Duty. 

Not that thou art ignorant, and knoweft not how to 
pray; far many are the Helps that God hath afforded thee: 

Do but bring Breath and holy Affe&ions, others have al¬ 
ready brought to thy hands Words and Expreffrons proper 
enough for the Concern* of raoft Families: and befides, 
ule and common practice will facilitate this Duty, and by 
an ineefiant conlciencious performance of it, thou wifc 
thorough thepromiled afiiftance of the Holy Ghoft, be loon 
able to luite thy Affections with pertinent Expreffions, and 
to prelent both in a becoming manner unto the Throne of 
Grace. 

Not the multiplicity and incumbrance of thine Affairs: 
For the more, and the-weightier they are, the more need 
haft thou to ask counl 0 : abd direction of God, and to beg 
his Welling upon thee in them j 'without which thou wilt 
but labour in the fire, and weary thylelf for very vanity. 
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Not thy Balhfulnels and Modedy: For will it not be a 
far greater lhame to thee, that thole whom thou governed, 
and perhaps over-awed even by thy ralh and unrealizable 
Pallions, lhould be able to over-awe thee from lo excellent 
and neceflary a Duty. Be alhamed to fin before them ; 
be alhamed to talk loolly, to prophane the Name of God, 
to be intemperate, or ynjud beiore them, to defile thy 
mouth and their ears with unclean and Icurrilous Dilcourfes ; 
be alhamed to negled: thy Duty ; but be not alhamed to 
pray ; for our Saviour hath told us., Mark 8 . 38 . That 
whofoever /ball be afhamed of him in this adulterous and fin- 
ful generation , of him alfo fhad the Son of man be ajhamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father , with his holy an¬ 
gels. And therefore fince there is no jud Reafon why thou 
lhouldd refrain Prayer from the Almighty, whofoever thou 
art that doed fo, be thy Converfation in all other refpe&s 
never fo blamelefs, (which yet is not very probable that 
it lhould be, when thou begged not Grace from . God to 
direct it) thou art a prophane Perfon, and declared thylelf 
to be lb by thy negletd of the mod Holy and Spiritual of 
all thole Duties wherein we are to draw nigh unto God. 
a Fourthly, He is a prophane Perlbn,. that performs holy 
Duties llightly and fuperficially * AH our Duties ought to 
*be warmed with Zeal, wing’d with Affection, and {hot up 
to Heaven from the whole bent of the Soul. Our whole 
hearts mud go into them ; and the drength and vigour of 
our fpirits mud diffufe themfelves into every part of them, 
to animate and quicken them : And therefore the Apodle 
commands us, Rom. 12. 11. To be fervent in fpirit , fer - 
ving the Lord. Sacrifices (which under the Jewifh Oece- 
nomy w r ere the greated part of God’s lolernn Worlhip) 
were commanded to be offered up with Fire ; and no o- 
ther fire could landtifie them, but that which miraculous 
Lw 9 a4 ly {hot itfelf down from Heaven, or from the prelencc of 
Lev. 6 . *4. God in the San&uary, which was ever alter kept burning 
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for diat very U fe: So truly all our Chriftian Sacrifices both: 
of Praife and of Prayer, muft be offer’d up unto God with 
fire; and that fire which alone can fandifie them, muft be 
darted down from Heaven; the celeftial flame of Zeal and 
Love, which comes down from Heaven, and hath a natural 
tendency to afcend thither again, and to carry up our Hearts 
and Souls upon its wings with it. 

But indeed commonly our Duties are either, fir Si of¬ 
fered up with ftrange unhallow’d fire ; they are fired bv 
fome unruly paflion of hatred, or felf-Iove, or pride and 
vain glory. Like thole cholerick Dilciples that prefentlyi^ o 
would command fire to comedown from Heaven to con-H 
iume -thofe who had affronted them by refufing to eive 
them entertainment; only that God by fuch a levereMi 
racle might vindicate their Reputation, and revenge the 
Contumely that was done them. But this is a fire kindled* ' 
from beneath, and fmells ftrong of Brimftone; and there¬ 
fore olir Saviour himfelf fliarply checks their furious Zeal 
Teknmo not what manner of fpirit ye are of And certain- luh 9 
ly whenfoever we pray thus in the bitternefs of our Spi-fs. 
nts, devoting our Enemies to deftrudion, and that becaufe 
they are ouri, rather than God’s, when we pour out a great' 
deal of Gall mingled with our Petitions, fuch a Prayer can- * 

not be from the Dove-like Spirit of God, which is meek and T 

gentle; and makes thole lb who are lead and infpired bv 
him. Every party and perfwafion of Men is very ready 
boldly to prelcnbe unto God thofe Ways and Methods bv 
which he ought to be glorified ; and if any fhall but que- 
ftion their Principles, or oppole their ralh and unwarrant- 
ab e Proceedings, their touchy Zeal is ftraight kindled, and 
nothing lefs than lolemn Prayers muft be made, to devote 
fuch an one to mine and deftrudion, as an Enemy to God 
and to Religion. Here’s fire indeed! but it is Wild-fire kind- - 
led from beneath, theFewel of it isFadioh, Popularity 
Pride, Contention, and vain Glory.; and it fends forth i 
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great deal of fmoah front corrupt and inordinate Papons. 
i. Or fccondly, If there be none of die former Incentives 
to heat them, then our Duties are commonly very cold 
and heartlefs ; our Prayers are dull and yawning, and drop 
over our Lips without any Ipirit or life in them: How of- 
ten do we beg God to hear us, when we fearce hear our 
felves ; and to grant us an anfwer, when we fearce know 
what it is that we have askt ? We make our Requefts fe 
coldly and indifferently, as if we only begg’d a Denial. 
So likewife in our hearing of die Word, we bring with us 
'very flight and prophane Spirits to thofe holy and lively 
Oracles: what eife means the vagrancy and wanderings of 
our Thoughts, our lazy and unbeseeming Poflures, which 
would be counted rude and unmannerly to be ufed in the 
prefence of feme of thofe that are here with us, were 
they any where elfe but in the Church ? What means our 
wearinefs, our watching every Sand that runs, our defpi- 
flng die Simplicity of the Gofpel, our prizing the found 
of Words more than the weight of Things, but efpeciaily 
our indulged Sloath and Drowzinefs ? a Sin that I have ob- 
ferved too common in this place. What, cannot you watch 
with God one hour ) Do we (peak Poppy and Opium to 
you i Or do you expe& that God will now reveal himfelf 
to you in Dreams? Have ye not Houfes^ have ye not Beds 
to fleep in j or do you defpife the Church of Chrift > Cer- 
tainly God requires our mod: wakeful and vigilent Atten- 
' tion when he delivers to us the mod important things of 
his Law, and of our Salvation. Thefe and many other 
- things which to particularize, would perhaps be to defeend 
below the Majefty of this Work, do too evidently declare, 
that the precious Truths of the Gofpel are grown vile a* 
mong us, that we have taken a Surfeit of this heavenly 
Manna, this Bread of Life, and now begin to loath it. Be¬ 
ware lead this Surfeit bring not a Famine after it. 

It plainly argues much Pfophanenefs in our Spirits, when 

we 
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we bring only our outward Man, our dull and heavy Car- 
caffes to attend upon God, while our Hearts and Minds are 
ftraying and wandering from him : This is a fign that we 
defpife God, and account any thing good enough, the Lame 
and the Blind to be offer’d up Unto him. Againft lucft 
God hath thundered out a moll dreadful Curie, Cur fed be Mala. 1 
the deceiver, which hath in his flock a mate, and voweth and I4 * 
fluriflceth to the Lord acorrupt thing; for I am a great king, 
faith the Lord of hefts, and tny name is dreadful. Thou 
who (uflerefl thy Thoughts or thine Eyes, which are the 
Index of them, to rove in Prayer, or to be foal’d up with 
fleep in hearing, thou delpifell the great God before whom 
thou appeared, and thinkeft it enough if thou afforded / 
him thy bodilyprefonce, althouglithy heart be with the 
eyes of the Fools in the ends of the Earth: for liich a Ser- v 
vice is but Mockery ; and it is lels irrifion to tender God 1 
no Service, than to perform it ffightly and peifon&arily ,* 
the one is Dilbbedience, but die other is Contempt. 

This is a fourth Chara&er of a prophane Perlon. 

Fifthly , He is a prophane Perfon that performs holy Du- 5. 

ties for worldly Ends and Advantages: For what greater 
contempt of God can there be, than to make his Service 
truckle under the bale and low defigns of this prelent Life i 
This is to make Religion tributary to Jntereft, and God 
himfelf an Homage to Mammon. And this all Hypocrites 
are guilty of; though they malque their Defigqs with Ipe- 
cious Pretences, and draw die Veil of Religion over their for¬ 
ded and wicked Contrivances: yet they cry out with Jehu, 

Come fee my zeal for the Lord of hefts; when he drove on lo 
furiouffy only for theKingdom. 

Indeed an Hypocrite (though he be not commonly fo 
efteemed) is the moll prophane Wretch that lives,* the 
grofs profligate Sinner offers not half fo much Indignity , 
to Religion as he doth ; For, 
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:. . F/r fti The Hypocrite calls in God to be a Complice and 

Partaker witli him in his Crimes, and intitles his Majefty, 
who is infinitely pure and holy, to the Wickednefs he com- 
* mits, as if they were done for his lake, and meerly upon his 
account; and lo makes God to be the Patron of Sin, who 
will be the Judge and Condemner of Sinners. All his In- 
: juftice, Rapine, and Rebellion, are coloured' over with the 
fair pretences of the Glory of God, the Intereft of the King¬ 
dom of Chrift, the Advancement of the Power of Godli- 
nels, Reformation of Idolatry and Superftition, &c. and 
there is no adf of Fraud or Violence, Fadfiop or Sedition,: 
, but he thinks it jultified and hollowed by theleglorious. 
? * Names; which is nothing elle but to rob Men, and make; 
s'. God the Receiver, who is the Detefter, and will be the 
. Punifher of fuch Crimes. Now the open and flagitious 
Wretch, although he hates God as much as the Hypocrite,; 
yet he doth not lo much deride him; his Wickedness are 
plain and avowed; and every one may lee from whence; 
they proceed, and whither they tend, that they come from 
Hell, and diredrly tend thither: Religion is not at all con¬ 
cerned to colour, but only to condemn them. And judge 
: ye, which doth moil delpile God and Godlinels, either he 
who profelleth it not at all, or he who profefleth it only 
that he may abule and abale it, and make it liiblervient to 
fuch vile and fordid ends as are infinitely unworthy of it.- 
Secondly , The wound that Religion receives from Hypo¬ 
crites is far more dangerous and incurable, than that which 
the open and fcandalous Sinner infli&s upon it. For Reli¬ 
gion is never brought into quellion by the ennormous. 
Vices of ah infamous Perfon : all lee, and all abhor his 
Lewdnels. But when a Man fhall have his mouth foil of 
Piety, and hands foil of Wickednels, when he fhall Ipeak 
Scripture, and live Devilifm, Profels ftri&ly and Walk 
loofly; this lays a grievous Stumbling-block in the way of 
others, and tempts them to think that all Religion is but Moc¬ 
kery, 
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kery, and that the Profeflours of it are but Hypocrites*' 
and fo imbitters their hearts againft it, as a (olemn Cheat 
put upon the credulous World. Certainly luch Men are 
the caules of all that Contempt which is caft upon the 
Ways and Ordinances of God ; and their lecret Prophane- 
nefs hath given occafion to the grols and open Prophane- 
nefs that now abounds in the World ; and the Hypocrify 
of former Years, hath too fatally introduced the Atheifin 
of thele. 

Nay, an Hypocrite muft needs be an Atheift, and in his 
heart deny many of God’s glorious Attributes, but efj>eci- 
ally his Omoilcience, and lay within himfelf as thole, Pf. 

/ 73. 11. Tujh y God jhall not know; and is 'their knowledge in 
the moH High > For did they but believe that God looks 
through all their Dilguiles, and that his Eye, which is Light 
unto itfelf, pierceth into their very Souls ; did they but leri- 
oully confider that all things are naked and before him ; that 
he knows our thoughts afar off, and is privy to our cloleft 
defigns, they would not certainly be either lo daringly 
wicked, or fo childilhly foolilh, as to plot upon God, and 
leek to cozen and delude Omnifcience. 

Now this Prophanenefs of the Hypocrite in leeking Tem¬ 
poral Things by Spiritual Pretences, is much more abomi¬ 
nable than the Prophanenefs of others who leek them by 
unjuft and unlawful means ; for the one only makes Impie¬ 
ty, but the other Piety itfelf an Inftrument of his vile and 
lorded Profit, than which, there cannot be a greater Icorn 
. and contempt put upon Religion. 

Sixthly , He is a prophane Perlon who makes what God 6 . 
hath landified common and unhollowed: And have we not 
many luch prophane Perlons among us ? Many that abule 
the holy and . reverend Name of God, which ought to be 
had in the .higheft efteem ad veneration, about light and 
frjvilous matters,* who only make mention of him in their 
idle Chat, but are mute and dumb when any thing Ihould 

be 
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be fpoken to bis praifc ; many that prophane hisSahbaths, 
and although God hath liberally allowed them fix Days for 
the Affairs of Earth, yet will not fpare the feventh for the 
Affairs of Heaven, but impiouffy invade what he hath let 
apart and confecrated for himfelf, and his own immediate 
Worfhip and Service. Many that never (peak Scripture, 
but when they abufo it, making the Bible their Jell-book, 
and proftituting thole Phrafes and Expreflions, which God 
hath fan&ified to convey unto us the knowledge of him* 
lelf, and eternal Life, to the Laughter and Mirth of tlieir 
loole Companions: So that thole very words which the 
Holy Gboft iofpired into the Pen-men of the facred Scrip¬ 
tures, for the Edification of the Church, the Devil infpires 
into thefe Wretches lor their own Damnation,and the Dam¬ 
nation of thofe that have plea&re in fuch horrid Prophane- 
nefi. 

Seventhly^ He is a prophane Perfbn who defpHttli Spi¬ 
ritual Priviledees and Enjoyments: Upon this very account 
the Scripture fees that black and indelible Brand upon EJau, 
Htb. ii. Lett there he any prophane perfons among yon, as Efau, who 
i $• for one morfel of meat fold his Urth-right. And why is E- 
fan ftigmatized as prophane for telling his Birth-right, but 
becaule in thofe firft Ages of the World, the Firft-born or 
Eldeft of the Family was a Prieft, and that (acred Function 
by right of Primogeniture belonged unto him. And there¬ 
fore we read that the Tribe of Levi were taken by God 
to be his Priefts and Minifters,-in exchange for the Firft- 
born: Now to flight and undervalue an Office lo holy and 
(acred, a Priviledge lo eminent, a Dignity lo fublime and 
fpiritual, to part with it only for the fatisfying of his Hun¬ 
ger, was a fign of a prophane Spirit, in preferring the God 
his Belly, before die God of Heaven, and for ever renoun¬ 
cing his Right of Sacrificing to the true God f only that he 
might Sacrifice one pleafant Morfel to his impatient Ap¬ 
petite. 
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And certainly if it were lb prophane in Efau to flight and 
contemn the Prieftood in himfelf, they are allb prophane 
who vilifie it in others , and make thole the Objedts of 
their loweft Scorn and Contempt, whole Oflice it is to 
Stand and Minilter before God and Chrilt. Certainly if 
a Dilhonour done to an Ambafladour, reflects upon the 
Prince that lent him, will not Chrilt account it as an Af¬ 
front and Injury done unto him, when you affront and in¬ 
jure thole his Meflengers and Ambafladours whom he hath 
lent to treat with you in his Name, and about the Con¬ 
cernments of his Kingdom. . 

But not to fpeak more of this, leaft we fhould be thought 
to plead for ourfelves: Are not thole prophane who delpife 
and contemn the high' Prjviledges and Dignity of the Chil¬ 
dren of God; who delpife thole whom God 16 highly ho¬ 
nours as to adopt them into his own Family, admit them 
into near Communion and Indearments with himfelf, to 
- make them his own Sons, and give them the Priviledge of 
Heirs of eternal Glory ? Doubtlels he who delpifeth him 
that is begotten, defpifeth him likewifethat begetteth ; and 
the common DifrefpeCt which is Ihewn to the Servants 
and Children of God, argues a fecret Contempt of him who 
is their Mailer and their Father. 

Now lay thefe things to your own Hearts, and bring 
them home to your own Confciences, and fee whether you 
are in none of thefe particulars guilty of Prophanenels: 

Do none of you think flightly of Religion, accounting it 
either a Politick Defign, or a Needlels Precifenels? Are 
none of you negligent in the publick Worfhip and Service 
of God ; nor yet in Private and Family Duties; or if you 
perform them, is it not very carelefly and perfunctorily j 
or if you leem zealous in them, is it not your Zeal excited 
by feme Temporal Advantages, and low bafe Worldly Ends 
and Defigns ? Do you not make that Common and unhol- 
lowed, which God hath made holy, either by abuflng his 
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Name, polluting his Sabbaths, or vilifying his Word in your 
ordinary Rallery ; and laftly, do none of you decile Spi¬ 
ritual Priviledges and Enjoyments, and thole likewile who 
are invefted with them ? If lb, how fair and fpecious foever 
your Lives and Actions may be, akho’ you may think the 
rude debaucht Sinner at a vaft diltance from yourfelves, and 
account him the only prophane Perlon, yet certainly this ' , 
black Stile belongs as properly to you, and you are pro¬ 
phane Violaters of this firft Command which requires you 
to take the Lord for your God, and accordingly to honour 
and reverence him, and whadoever appertains unto him. 

And thus much for the third notable Tranlgreffion of this 
Command, Prophanenels. 

^ly. The fourth and laft breach of this Command is by Ido¬ 
latry, Thou fhalt have no other gods hefides me j which they 
tranlgrefs who let up any other God beftdes the Lord Je¬ 
hovah. Idolatry according to its Etymology and ule, fig- 
nifies a lerving of Images, or Idols; now, an Idol, though it 
properly lignifies an artificial Effigies or Relemblance made 
to reprelent any thing or perlon, yet in Divinity it ftgnifies 
any thing beftdes the true God, unto which we afcribe Di¬ 
vine Honour and Worlhip. 

And as an Idol is twofold, one internal in the fi&ion and 
imagination of the Mind ; another external and vifibie, ei¬ 
ther the Work of Mens hands, as Statues and Images, or 
elfe the Work of God’s hands, as the Sun, Moon and Stars, 
or any other Creature j lb there is a twofold Idolatry, the t 
one Internal, when in our Minds and Affe&ions we honour 
and venerate that as God which indeed is not lb, but is ei¬ 
ther a Creature of the true God, or a Fi&ion of a deluded 
Fancy : the other External, which we are then guilty of 
when we exprels the inward Veneration of our Souls, by 
outward Ads of Adoration. As for inftance: Wholoever 
ffiall believe the confecrated Bread in the Sacrament to be 

tran- 
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mn&bftantiated and changed into the true and proper Body 
.of Jefes Chrift, and upon this belief, (hall in his mind revere 
and honour it as his God (as the Papifts do) he is guilty 
of internal Idolatry: but if to this internal Veneration, he 
add any external Rites of Worfhip, as Proftration, Invoca¬ 
tion, &c. he is then Ijikewife guilty of internal Idolatry. 

It is the former of thefe two kinds of Idolatry, which is 
here proh&ited in this firft Commandmeat, Thou jhalt have 
no other gods before me; that is, thou fhalt not give unto 
any thing either in Heaven or Earth, that inward Heart- 
worfbip of Affiance, Love, Fear, Veneration, and Depen- 
dance, which is due only to the true God, the Lord Jeho¬ 
vah: The imperate Afts, or outward Expreflians of this 
inward Worfhip, is that which we call external Idolatry, 
which is fpecially forbidden in the fecond Commandment, 
of which I fhall treat in its place and order. 

Now concerning this Internal Idolatry, obferve thefe fol¬ 
lowing Propofitions: 

Fir ft, Whofoever acknowledgeth, and in his heart wor- { , 
fbippeth another God different from that God who hath re¬ 
vealed himfelf unto us in his holy Scriptures, he is guilty of" 
this Internal Idolatry, and the breach of this firft Command¬ 
ment. And therefore not only thofe raiferable Creatures 
who worfhip the Devil, or thofe that have recourfe to Di¬ 
abolical Arts and Charms, or thofe who worfhip Men whole 
Vices were their ^0^014, and their Crimes their Confe- 
cration, as Bacchus , and Venus ^ and others of the Heachen- 
ifh Gods j nor thofe who worlhipt Men famous for their 
Vertues, as the Heathens did their Hero’s, and the Papifts 
do their Saints; or thofe who worfhip any of the Creatures 
. of God, as the Hoft of Heaven, Fire as the Ter fans, or Wa¬ 
ter as the /Egyptians, or the Creatures of Art, as Statues Aug. de 
and Images, as if -poffeft and animated by their Deities ; in j 7 '®- Dei - 
which refpedt Trifmegiftus called Images the Bodies of the 1 ’ c z? 
Gods : And with the fame Madnefe are the Papifts pofleft, . 
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who are perfwaded that'God and Chrift, and the Saints 
dwell in certain Images made to reprefent them, and by 
thofe Images give anfwers to their Votaries, and perform 
many wonderful and miraculous Works: whereas if there 
be any Spirit that poffefleth them (as perhaps there may) 
we have reafori to believe that fince their Worfhip of them 
is the very fame with the Heathens, thofe Spirits are like- 
wife the feme, viz. not God, nor Saints, but Devils and 
damned Spirits. But 1 fey, not only thefe are Idolatersand 
Tranfgreflors ©f this fir ft Command, but thofe alfb who 
compound a God partly out of the figment of their own 
erroneous Minds, and partly out of his own Infinite Attri¬ 
butes: And thus are all Arians, Socinians , and Antitrinita- 
rians guilty of Idol at r 3'; for they acknowledge one Infi¬ 
nite and Eternal Being, but denying -rhe Perfons of the Son 
and the Holy Ghoft, they worfhip an Idol, and not the true 
God, for the only true God, is both Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft. 

Secondly , Whofoever acknowledgeth, and in his heart 
worfhippeth more Gods than the only Lord Jehovah, is 
guilty of Idolatry, and the Violation of this firft Com¬ 
mandment. Thus was the Idolatry of thofe Nations which 
the King- of Affyria planted in Lfrael after he had carried 
away the ten Tribes into Captivity,* for it is feid, z Kings 
17. 33. That they feared the Lord , and ferved their own 
gods. And upon this account alfb are all Arians and Soci>- 
mans, who deny the Natural Divinity of Jefus Chrift, juft- 
Iy charged with Idolatry j for fince they fey that Chrift is 
God, and do worlhip him as God, yet deny that he is of 
the feme Nature and Subftance with the Lord Jehova, they 
mud of neceflity make more Gods than one, and thofe of 
a divers Effence and Being; and therefore are not only guil¬ 
ty of Blafphemy, but Idolatry ; of Blafphemy in robbing 
Chrift of his Eternal Sonlhip and the Divine Nature ; of I- 
dolatry in attributing Divine Honor and Worlhip unto him 

whom- 
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whom they believe to be but a Creature, and not God by 
Nature. 

Thirdly, Whofbever doth afcribe or render to any Crea- 3. 
ture, that which is proper and due only unto God, he is 
an Idolater, and guilty of the Tranfgreflion of this firft 
Commandment. Now this Attribution of the Divine Pro¬ 
perties to the Creatures, is either Explicite or Implicite, Ex- 
plicite when we do avow the Attributes of the Divine Na¬ 
ture to be in thofe things which are not capable of them,* 
as .thofe who hold the Body of Chrift to be Omniprefent. 
Implicite when we render unto any Creature that inward 
Worlhip, Efteem, and Affection which is due only unto the 
infinite Perfections of the Deity. And although our Re¬ 
formed Religion be very well purged front the former Ido¬ 
latry, yet certainly the Profeflours of it are not well purg¬ 
ed from this latter Idolatry ; for even among Proteftants 
themfelves we fhall find very many that are in this fence 
Idolaters: For, 

Fir ft, Whofbever chiefly and fupreamly loves any Crea- r - 
ture, is an Idolater; becaufe our chiefeft love is due only 
unto God. Hence the covetous Perfon is exprefly called 
an Idolater, and Covetoufnefs Idolatry, Col. 3. 5-. Mortify' 
your earthly members, uncleanneJS, evil concupiscence, and co »- 
vetoufnefi, which is idolatry. And the fenfual Epicure is 
likewife an Idolater, Phil. 3. 19. His Belly* faith the A- 
poftle, is his God: The proud Perfon is an Idolater, for he 
loves hknfelf fupreamly, lets up himfelf for his own Idol, 
and falls proftrate before that Image which he hath pour- 
tray ed of his own Perfections in his own Fancy and Imagi¬ 
nation. And generally all fuch who love and admire any 
thing above God, or efteem any thing fb dear that they 
would not willingly part with it for his fake, they have let: 
up another God before him, to which they give that Ser¬ 
vice and RefpeCfc which is due only to the great God of 
Heaven. 

Secondly , 
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Secondly r Whofoever puts his truft and confidence in any 
Creature more than in God, is guilty of this inward Heart- 
Idolatry ; as when we depend upon Intereft, or Power, or 
Policy for our fafe-guard and fuccefs, more than on that 
God, w ho is able both with and without created helps and 
means to relieve us: And that we do lo appears, when we 
are fecure and confident in the enjoyment of fuch created 
Comforts and Supports ; but altogether diffident and de- 
je&ed when w e are deprived of them: For fince God is al¬ 
ways the fame, we fhould likewife have the fame courage 
and fpirit, did we place our whole affiance in him. 

Thirdly , He is an Idolater, and a very grofs one, who fets 
up any Creature in his heart, whether Saint or Angel, to 
pray unto it, and to betake himfelf unto that vain Refuge in 
our ftraights and necefikies: for Invocation properly be¬ 
longs to God alone, as an Ad: of Worfhip which lie hath 
challenged to himfelf, and the higfieft Glory that we can 
give to his Divine Majcfly: Ana therefore he hath com¬ 
manded us, Pfal.50. 1 j\ Call upon me, not upon any Saint 
or Angel, in the time of trouble , and /will deliver thee. 
And therefore tlie Papifts are moft grofs and ftupid Idola¬ 
ters, who dired their Petitions not unto God, but unto 
Saints and Angels; which is nothing elfe but to advance 
them in his Throne, and to aferibe unto them his infinite 
Perfe&ions j for Prayer and Adoration fuppofeth the Objed 
of it to be Omniprefent and Omnipotent ; Omniprefent to 
hear, and Omnipotent to lave, or elfe they are in vain. 

Thus much for the Fir§i Commandment . 


The 
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' The Second 

COMMANDMENT. 

%t\on (bait not matte unto tljee aup gra= 
ten (mage, o? an? Uttcnefsof anp tiling, 
ttljicb is in beadcn adobe, oj tliat is in 
m eat tl) deneatb, o? tfiatisin tilt tta= 
ter turner t|>e eartb. IDtjou fljait not 
dott dottn t|jp lelf to them, no; lerbe 
them: foj 3 ttie Hoid tbp <ffod am a 
(ealons0od, dieting tbeiniquitp of tbe 
fathers upon tbe children unto tbe tljirtt 
and fourth generation of them that bate 
me: and (betting merep unto tbonfands 
of them that (ode me, and beep tup com* 
mandments. 


I Dolatry is twofold ; either .Spiritual and Internal, red¬ 
ding in the Affe&ions and Difpofition of the Soul; 
which we are guilty of when we devote our fupream Love, 
Fear, and Dependance unto any created Being, which are 
due only unto the true and only God. And this Idola¬ 
try is forbidden in the firft Commandment, as we have al¬ 
ready leen 

Or elfe it is moreGrofs and External, confiding in a 
vifible Adoration of any thing befides God; who as he 
challenged the Affe&ions of the Soul, fo requires alfo the 

'■ Homage 
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Homage and Reverence of our Bodies,in thofe Services which 
we perform unto him. And this Idolatry is particularly 
forbidden in this fecond Commandment, which I have now 
read unto you. 

In which we have thele three Parts: 

I, Fir ft, The Precept itfelf, which runs negatively, and is 
branched forth into two feveral Prohibitions ; but both 
tending to the fame end and effect: The one forbidding 
Images to be made, Thou Jhalt not make to thee any graven 
image, or any likenefi of any thing ; the other forbidding 

- them to be wor(hipped, Thou Jhalt not how down thy felf 
hefore them , nor ferve them. 

II. Secondly , Here is added a (evere Comination againft. 
thole that (hall prefume to violate this Command, / the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God , vifiting the fins of the fa¬ 
thers upon the children , unto the third and fourth generati¬ 
on. 

Ilf. Thirdly , Here is like wile for the incouragement of Obe¬ 

dience, the addition of a gracious Promile of, Shewing mer¬ 
cy unto thoufands that love God , and keep his command¬ 
ments. 

i. I (hall begin with the Command, or Prohibition, which, 
is twofold: Thou (halt not make Images; Thou (halt not 
worlhip them. Not that the Carvers or Painters Art, but 
only the Peoples Idolatry ; not the Ingenuity in making, 
but the Stupidity in worlhipping thofe dumb Reprcfcntati- 
ons, is here forbidden. The brazen Serpent in the Wil- 
dernels, the Cherubims, and other Relcmblances in the 
Temple, are a (ufficient proof and evidence of this. 

This Prohibition therefore mud be interpreted accord¬ 
ing to the (iibjeid matter which is here fpoken of ; and 
that being only Divine Worlhip, it is plain that it is not un¬ 
lawful to reprefent to the eye any viiible thing by an arti¬ 
ficial 
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ficial Image of it: but only when God faith. Thou fh'alc 
not make; and,- Thou flialt not worihip; the meaning is, 
thou {halt not make any thing with an intention of Wor- 
fhip ,• and thou {halt not worihip any thing which tliou, 
or others have made. But concerning the Prohibition ‘of 
this Command, I lhall fpeak more hereafter. 

. Nowfor the more Full and clear underftanding of this 
Precept, I muft defire you to recal to mind one of thofe 
feveral general Rules which I formerly gave you, as help¬ 
ful td inftru<ft you in the due Extent and Latitude of the 
Commandments ; and that was, That tile Negative Com¬ 
mands do all of them include the Injunction of the contra¬ 
ry pofitive Duties ; as when God forbids the taking of his 
•Name in vain, by confequence he commands the hallow¬ 
ing and lanftifying of his Name; where he forbids Mur¬ 
der, he commands all lawful care and endeavour to pre- 
ferve our own, and the life of others; where in the firft 
Precept he forbids the owning and cleaving unto any other 
God befides . himfelf, he injoy ns us to acknowledge him as 
our God, to love, fear, and hope in him only: So here in 
this fecond Command, where he forbids the worfhipping 
of Images, by confequence he requires to worihip him 
according to the Rules which he hath preferibed us. And 
therefore as under the firft Command is comprehended 
whatfoever appertains to the Internal Worihip of God; fo 
under this fecond is comprehended whatfoever^appertains 
to the External and Vifible Worihip of God - 

■ Now here Tftiall firft fpeak concerning the External 
W orfliip of God ; and then of thofe Sins whicli are con¬ 
trary unto it, and condemned in this Commandment. 

Concerning the Worihip of God I {hall lay down the fol¬ 
lowing Propolitions: - ? 

. Firft, The true and fpiritual Worihip of God in the ge* i. 
neral,' is an Addon of a pious Soul, wrought and excited 
in us by/the Holy Ghoft, whereby with godly Love and 
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Fear we ferve God acceptably according to his Will reveal¬ 
ed in his Word; by Faith embracing his Promifes, and in 
Obedience performing his Commands, to his Glory, the 
Edification of others, and our own eternal Salvation, This 
is the true fpiritual Worfliip of the true God, who is a Spi¬ 
rit ; and it comprehends in it both the inward Worfhip of 
our Hearts and Souls, and likewife the outward Worship of 
holy and religious Performances j of which I am now par¬ 
ticularly to treat. 

x. Secondly , Therefore this external Worfliip of God is a 

{acred Adtion of a pious Soul, wrought and excited by the 
Holy Ghoft, whereby with all reverence we ferve God 
both in Words and Deeds according to his revealed Will, 
in partaking of his Sacraments, attending on his Ordinan¬ 
ces, and performing thofe holy Duties which he hath re¬ 
quired from us, to his Glory, the Edification of others, and 
our own eternal Salvation. This Worfliip of God altho’ it 
be external, is neverthelefs fpiritual; for it proceeds from 
the Spirit of God exciting our Spirits to the performance 
of it, and is directed by a fpiritual Rule, unto a fpiritual 
End, the Glory of God, and our own Salvation. 

Thirdly , The parts oif this external Worfliip are divers 
and manifold; whereof -the mo£t principal and eflential 
are the Celibration of the Sacraments, Solemn Prayer, and 
Solemn Praife and Thankfgiving: But befides thefe, there 
be many other things which belong to the Service of God, 
yea, as many as there are Duties of .Religion and Piety; 
fuch area free,open, and undaunted profedion of theTnfth, 
a religious Vowing unto God things that are lawful, and in 
our own power, an Invoking of the Teflimony of God to 
the Truth of what we aflert, or to the faithful Difeharge 
of what we promife, when we are duly called to do it by 
lawful Authority ; a diligent reading of the Word of God, 
and a conflant and reverent Attendance on it when it is 
read and,preached; and divers other Duties too long to be 
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here particularly enumerated ; fome of which belong to the 
proper Worlhip of God, immediately as parts of it, others 
mediately, as means and helps to it. 

Fourthly , Although God doth efpecially delight in the 
ads of our internal Worlhip, and principally regards the e- 
fteem and veneration that we have for his great and glo¬ 
rious Majefty in our Heartsyet this alone fufficeth not, 
without the performance of thole parts of external Worlhip 
and vifible ads of Piety and Religion, which may to the 
Glory of God exprefs the devout difpofitions of our Souls. 
The inward ads of Piety are thole of Faith in believing, of 
Hope in expeding our Reward, of Charity in loving both 
God and our Neighbour, of Fear in reverencing him, of 
Patience in a contented bearing whatloever burdens it lhall 
pleafe the All-wile Providence of God to lay upon us, and 
of a chearful Willingnefs to perform all the Duties of Obe¬ 
dience which he injoyns us. Thefe belong to the internal 
Worlhip and Service of God, and are elpecially pleating 
and acceptable unto him. And indeed without thele all o- 
ther ads of Worlhip are both dead and unfavoury: for as 
the Spirit of a Man is his Life, lo the internal and fpiritual 
Piety of the Heart, our Love,Tear, and Reverence of God is 
tiie Life of all our Duties, without which they arc but as 
a dead Carcals, lb far from being afweet-fmelling favour, 
that they are noilom and offenfive to that God to whom we 
offer them. 

But of this internal Worlhip I have already (poken. 


That which we are now to *confider, is the external 
Worlhip bf God, which lie hath ablolutely required from 
us, -when we have ability,and opportunity to perform it. 

For although there need no overt-adions to make the 
fincerity of our. affedions and intentions known unto God, 
yet it is neceflary for his 1 Glory, and the good Example of 
•others,\to declare that to the World by vifible Signs and 
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Expreffions, which was before known unto him in the (e- 
cret Purpofes and Thoughts of our Hearts. 

i. For firli, God hath no lefs ftridtly. injoyned his exter¬ 
nal Worfhip, than he hath his internalWhat can be more 
external than the Ceremonial part of the Evangelical haw 
the Participation of Baptifm and the Lords Supper? Both 
of which are yet moll exprcfly commanded, Matth. 28. 
1 9. Go teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of f he 
Father , and of the Son , and of the Holy GhoH. Alls the 
2. 38. Repent , and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jefus ChriH. And for the Communion, of the Body 
and Bloud of Chrift, fee Luke 12. 19. Do this in remem¬ 
brance of me. Which Command they do heinoufly vio¬ 
late, and retufe to give the moft evident Sign and Te/Iera 
that they ^are Chriftians, who either totally ncgled, or elfc 
very feldom attend this moft Holy and Spiritual Ordi¬ 
nance., 

x. Secondly , We find that. God doth feverely both threaten 
and punilh fuch as give external Worlhip unto any other 
but himfelf: How often are the Ifraelites reproved for 
bowing the Knee to Baal , for baking Cakes to the Queen 
of Heaven? Yea, and very ufually Idolatry is let forth in 
, Scripture by foine of thole vifible Actions which Come of 
thefe falfe Worlhippers ufed to exprefs their Devotion to¬ 
wards their f'alfe Deities, as bowing the Body unto them-* 
JeJh. 23. 16. Served other gods, and bowed four felves unto 
them. Judges 1. 12, 17, &c. Kiffing the hand unto them in 
token of reverence. Job 31. 2 6, 27. If I beheld the fun when 
it Jhined , or the moon walking in brightnefi; and my heart 
hath been fecretly inticed, or my mouth hath kiffed my hand: 
This alfo were an iniquity to be punifhed by the judge • for 
I fhould have denied the God that is above. So likewife 
bowing the Knee to any Idol, and kiffing it j Hof 13. z . 
Let the men that facriftce , kifi the calves. ' And fo when 
Elijah complained of the total defection of the Ifraelites. 
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from the Service of the .true-God, unto Idolatry ; God.tp 
comfort and encourage him, tells him. That he.alone was 
not fingular, but that there were feven thoufand in Ifrael , 
all the knees that had net bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which had not kijffed him, i Kings 19. 18. And therefore 
certainly fince he makes lo punctual a Computation of 
thole who had not alienated their Bodily Worfhip to the 
Service of an Idol, he doth rcfpebt and accept thole whp 
in Faith and Sincerity tender it to Iiimfelf. 

Thirdly, God hath created the whole Man, both Soul 3 * 
and Body for himfelf, and he fuflains both in their being; 
and therefore he experts Homage and Service from both: 
from the Soul as the chief Hat of Worfhip, from the Bo¬ 
dy as die beft Teftimony of it. 

Fourthly, Not only pur Souls, but our Bodies too are 4. 
redeemed by Chrift; and therefore both fhould be im- 
. ployed in his Worfhip.and Service:- The whole Man is 
bought with a Price, the whole■ i$ juflified, the w hole is 
fanbtified ; yea, our very Bodies are laid to be the Temples 
of the Holy Ghoft, 1 Cor. 6. 19. . And where fhould God 
be. worfhipped, or that Worfhip appear, but in his Temple? 

And therefore upon ,the account, of that Purchafe w hich 
Chrift hath made of us to himfelf, die Apoftle draws this 
Inference, in the aforementioned place, Ye are not your own, 

1 for ye are bought with a price; wherefore glorifie God in your 
bodies, and-in your fpirits, which are God s. 

Fifthly, The Body is. likewife to,partake of; the Bledings f- 
. of Obedience, and therefore it is but reafbnable it fhould 
partake of the Service of -Obedience; Many Bleflings are 
promifed to our outward Man here in this life, and here* 
after it is to be made a glorious and incorruptible Body, 
like unto the Body of our Lord Jefus Chrift: it is to be 
cloathed with Light, and crown’d with Rays; never more 
to fuffer Injuries without, or Difeafes within: and there¬ 
fore certainly Duty belongs to it, fince fo many great and 
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uhfpeakable Privileges belong vlnto ft. 

Tfiui you lee how reaforiably God requites from us the 
Service not only of the inward,. bUtof the outward Min : 

Arid therefore we are not to flight that butwdrd Reverence 
which is necellary to teftifie a due ftrtcebf his glorious Pte- 
fence when We come before him: neither muft we rob him 
of any part either of his Service, or Of hi$ Servant, but fe- 
crificeourtelves intirely unto him ; our Bodies upon the Al¬ 
tar of our Souls, Hearts and Affedions, and both Soul and 
Body upon that Altar which alone can make both accept¬ 
able, Oven the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

• This is a fourth Pofition. 

5-. Fifthly, All that outward Reverence which we (hew to¬ 
wards God in his Worlhip and Service, muft be meafured 
and eftimated according to the Cuftoms and Ulage of Places. 
and Countries ; fo that what. they ufe as a fign and expreC 
fion of Honour to their Superiours, they oughtmuch more 
to ufe it in the prefence of the great God, the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords. And therefore uncovering of 
the Head, bowing of the Body, an humble fiibmifs and 
fetled compofure of the w hole Man, which imong us are 
but fitting figns of Refped and ReVerence, when We appear 
in the prefence of thofe w'ho are much our Superiours, 
ought likewise to be ufed by us in the pretence of God, Who 
is infinitely fuch, not indeed that they are effential parts 6f 
Worlhip, but Signs and Teftimonies of it. 

6 . Sixthly , The laft Pofition is this: We ought not to Wor- 

fhip God with' any other External Worlhip, than what hfm- 
•felf lrith commanded d’nd appointed us in his holy Word. 

The Scripture hath ftt us our Bounds for Worlhip, to which 
wemuft not add, and from which we ought hot todimiriifh; 
for whofbever doth either the 6ne or the other, muft needs 
“aCCUfe the Rule either of Defeat in things rtecefTary, or of 
'‘Superfluity in things' unneceffary: wHidi'is an high Affrofit i 

to 
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to the Wifeloin ©f God, who as he is the Qbje&, fo he is 
the Prefcriber of all that Worfliip which he will, accept and 
reward. 

I well know that this Rule hath given (I cannot fay 
prcfe, but) Occafion to many hot Dilputes about Ecclefi- 
aftical Rites and£©nftitutions; feme condemning whatfb- 
ever is preforibed or ufed in the Service of God, befides 
thing? exprefly commanded in Scripture, for Incroa,ch- 
raents upon the Authority of God, and Additions unto his 
Worfliip, which he requires to be performed according to 
the Pattern in the'Meufit, and the Model he hath dehnia- 
ted for it i Others agairf maintaining the Privifedge and 
Authority of the Church in ordaining fome things for the 
more decent and reverend performing of the Service of 
God, which are not particularly required in the holy Scri¬ 
ptures. 

I fliall oot plunge tnyfejf into this angry and quarrelfom 
ContrOVCrfy: only give me leave to fay, and fidiy to la¬ 
ment, That the Seamlefs-Coat of Chrift is rent in pieces a- 
mong them, whilft fome think it more decent to few on 
Loops and Fringes to it, and others will have none. And 
truly T think our Differences are of no greater importance 
in Jthemfelves, though too woful in-their Confequents, than 
this arrtounts unto. I fhall dearly exprefs my fence of 
this Matter in a few words, without any Refle&ion or Bit- 
teriiefs, and fo leave it to the Judgment of every ordinary 
pifcretion. ' 

Things which belong to the Worfliip of God, may be 
conftdered either as Parts of that Worfliip, or.only asCir- 
cumftances and Modifications of it. 

First therefore, Whatfoever is impofed on us as a fob- i. 
ftantial part of the Worfliip of pod, if it be not exprefly 
required of us in the holy Scriptures,; is 1 fo be not.o ply re¬ 
futed, but abominated: For this is a pjairi Adcfttfen tp’whai; 

God hath commanded, and by it we lay an Imputation up¬ 
on 
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on him, as though he wanted Wifdom to ordain wht.r is 
neceflary for liis own. Service. 

Then, and then only is'any Conflitution of Man impo¬ 
sed for a part of Divine Worfhip, when Obedience unto it 
is urged upon us, not only from the Authority enjoyning 
. it, but alfo from the,Necefiity of tiie thing considered fimt 
ply and nakedly in its; own Nature: For as it is wifh God’s 
Laws, Some thing^ are. commanded becaufe they are good, 
and fonie things are good only becaufe they are command¬ 
ed ,* fb is it w ith Law s and Impofitions of Men about Mat¬ 
ters of Religion and VVorfhip, fome.tilings they command 
us. to ob&pyjbeqaufe they are in.themfelves .neceffary am 
tecedyhtly to ; their Command,-, asj jenjoyned; us before , by 
God ; and therefore this is no Ordinance or Dodrine of 
Man, but of G9d ; uqto which the Magiflrate, wfio is the 
Guardian of both Tables, doth well to add the Sandion of 
Secular Rewards and Puniflhments: t Other things are fce- 
cqfTary. for our Obferyance,' only becaufe they are com¬ 
manded by their Authority, to whom we owe confciencr- 
ous Obedience in things lawful and indifferent. But we 
utterly deny that the impofition of any Rich filings makes 
them any parts of Worfhip, of which .they are, only •Gir- 
cumflances; or that thefe Obfervances are neceflary to ; us, 
or acceptable to God antecedently to the commancfpf Au¬ 
thority ; or that the Worfhip of God were imperfed, defer 
dive, unacceptable, and invalid to the ends Jfor which it is 
appointed, were not thefe Obfervances commanded, . and 
performed: If-'indeed we thought,otherwife, the bittereft 
of all their Invedives, and the loudeft of all their Exclama¬ 
tions in calling our Worfhip, Supcrfrition, Will-Worfhip, 
and Idolatry,, w'ould not ffiew fo much Paffion, as a juft 
and rational Zeal. But God for ever forbid that any fuc.Ii 
Ordinances,p£ JVfan.fhould be introduced into our Church; 
V T e ; yft joyu fn this Vote; and do utterly renounce• any 
fucli j 4 ufhority, and deny.;any fitch Pradice. . We ufurp 

not 
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not upon the Confcierices of arty, nbr indcavoUr to per- 
fwade them that that is in it (elf neceflary, which is not ftp 
by God’s Commands, or the Law of Nature; or that that 
is unlawful which is not condemned by either. We indea- 
vour to keep ourfelves and you as much from a Pofitive, 
as a Negative Sup-erftition: we indeavdur to put due- 
bounds between things (imply neceflary, either by the 
Command of God, or their own natural Reafon and Good- 
nets, and (uch - as are in themfelves indifferent. We (ay, 
that nothing is a part of Worlhip, but what belongs to 
the former ; but (bme things that belong to the latter may 
be u(ed in Worlhip as fit and decent Circumftartces: And 
when fuch things are impofed, they become neceflary; 
not indeed in themfelves f for no Humane Authority can 
alter the nature of things) but to bur Pradice, and our 1 
Gonfciences are obliged to them: But how .•> not indeed 
(imply and abfolutely, (o thai it (hall never be lawful to o- 
mit them ; but only in two Cafes, in cafe of Scandal, and 
Contempt. We ought not to omit them, if we judge any 
Offence will be taken by others at our Negled: we ought 
not to omit them at any: time but of a Contempt and Dili 
refbed towards them. And thus-you fee w e put a vaft 
difference between that which is a part of Worlhip, and 
that which is but a Circumftance of Worlhip: If any thing 
be: commanded us by Men, as a part of Worlhip, which is 
not commanded us by God, we ought not to (iibmit unto 
it*> iBut, " . . .. !. 

Secondly , If any thing be impofed on us not as a part of 
Worlhip, but as a Circumftance and Modification of Wor¬ 
ship) we may and we ought to (iibmit unto it. 

the things’ fo impofed be in themfelves law¬ 
ful and honeft ; which they are, if not condemned by the 
Scripture. - 

" S Secondly , 
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Secondly , If they tend to Order Add Decency jp the 
Church. Of which certainly they are bs fit to fee Judges 
who have Authority both in Church and State, as every 
private, and perhaps lefs-knowingChriftian, 

Thirdly , If they are impofed by the Costtnasd of a lav* 
fiul Power, to whom we ought to fubmit in .all things that 
are lawful < . 

Fourthly , If they are fueh as neither for their levity nor 
number eat out or difltra# the Seriou (hefs and Devotion of 
our Spiritual Worfliip: Which I think cannot jpftly he im¬ 
puted to the Oblervances of our Church, being very, few 
tor Number, and very grave and modeft for Ule. 


.. If fuch things as thefe be bapofed upon us, the Worfhip 
of Cod is not thereby either Changed or adulterated, .nei¬ 
ther is there any addition made unto jt; but the Sufaftance 
of that Worftnp is ftiJU in Conformity (to God’s i^ws, 

S ' yet the outward and indifferent manner of it is on 
arraky to Man’s. Certainly it is no addition (to Bap*, 
tifra, to give a Name to the baptized, though we (find .no 
exprefscotamand for it. Aadl much Wioncbr among our 
carpingiBrcthren, lpme or other .had not tcrupkd this, as 
tvdl as another Qbfervanae., It is no additionto the Ordi- 
nances.of jefus Chrift, to Appoint at what hour they ifeatt 
be celebrated, or .in whftt Gacmeot, or, in what decent Po¬ 
sture } for aU thefe things are ectttinfical to the Worfhip «f 
God, and fall under the Cognizance and Dire&iqn of our 
Superiours. 

Certainly did we Jbut-r-ightly weigh .what is required as a 
part of Worfliip, and whftt only as a Grcumftaoce of Wor- 
fhip, a great deal of Heat, and Contention, and unchari¬ 
table Prejudice would ibe removed and prevented, k is 
true our Saviour, .Matth, 15. 9. condemns the Scribes and 
Pharilees, that taught for Do< 2 xines the Commandments 
of ,Meq : that is, they taught thofe things which wore 

but 
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but die Traditions and Ordinances of their Eiders, to be 
in themSelves- absolutely neceflary to the Serving and wor¬ 
shipping of God. But certainly this Reproof ialls not up* 
on theSe, who though they do injoyn what they judge 
fit for Order, yet do not teach them for Doctrines ; and 
are fo far from thinking their Commandments an aflentiai 
part of WorAipi that they would iAbhcwr and Anathema* 
tize all choSS that do Cv. 'NecefRry- they are to be Submit* 
ted unto, and pra&ifed, J bCcauSe injoyned by that Autho* 
rity to which God hath committed the Care of the firft 
Table, as well-as the S&corid ,♦ but not heeeHary in therm 
Selves as any part of the WorShip and Service of God, With* 
out which, although they Were not impdSed by Men, it 
Would be unacceptable to him: And wlioSbever thinks Sbj 
let him be accurSed. 

And now that I have delivered my Judgment without 
BitterneSs, give me leave to make Some few Lamentation^ 
in the Grief and BitterneSs of my Soul: Is it not to be bit¬ 
terly lamented, that in a Reformed and Orthodox Church 
there Should be Such Schifms, Rents, and Divifions; Altar 
againSl Altar, Pulpit again SI Pulpit, and one Congregation 
againft another ? And what is ail this Contention and Sepa¬ 
ration for? Oh, they will tell you, it is for the Purity of 
Religion, for the true and Sincere Worlhip of God; that 
they may Serve him purely without Humane Additions or 
Inventions. Thus goes the Cry j and a company of poor 
ignorant well-meaning Souls, becaufe it e very demurely 
and gravely fpofcett, take if Upl and jpyn with it, never 
examining the' grounds and bottom dffcbut conclude, 
that these muffi needs be in the right, Who complain of 
Corruptions; arid pretend to a* happy and glorious’ Refor* 
rtiation. 3 Ales,-my Brethren, Was thereever any Schtfttf 
^thei'W^Ad>th«r didWplead'tfte'finie ? -EWdriOc 5 OtFfcH 
upott thfej fttfeei PWtenoes SeparatofirOm their sforrimahibni 
upon Whieh-they now foparaee from oursf’ And'rrtaytocrt 
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the fame Argument ferve to crumble them into'infinite 
Fra&ions and Sub-divifions ? tiU s ac Jaft w£ come; to have 
almoft as many Churches as Men, and (carce- a Mart com 
ftant and coherent to himlelf. 

But what is it in our Worfoip which theydiflikc? The 
Subftantials, of it are all the lame with th?ir own W,e ut¬ 
terly ddavow that wcsmfke that any part of Wor,(hip, which 
the Scripture hath pd|: - and I think,'that Man .very much- 
lorfaken of Realon and. cofrimon Undcrftanding, who lhall 
iadeavour to perfwade us,, .that, we intend. Worlhip, when 
we oprfelves moft earneftly and lerioiu(ly, ) p(tofels the con- 
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, Is it then that we, differ abput meet Accidents apd Cir* 
cumftances ? I confels we do: but affert withal,- tiiat thefe 


* Alii jajunant S abba to i or 
Hi vero non : alii quotidic com - 
municant cOrpori (3 fanguini 
Dominical; alii certis diebm ac- 
cipiunt: allibi nuSus dies intdr - 
mittitur qiio non ojferatur > ali¬ 
bi fabbato tttntum & Dcminico. 
Aug. Ep. bd Januarium Ep: 
118. 


things are not a juft Oaule of Separation' 
from us. * If we look back upon the 
Primitive Times, we (hail find that, air 
moft every Church had,fts .different Rites 
and Obfervances ; and yet under-that Di* 
verfity maintained Unity and Communi¬ 
on; Yea, and at this day, the reformed 
Churches obferve different Cuftoms one 


4. from another, and -yet they inviolably 

hold Communion together, and we with them. t The Gal- 
lican- , Belgick, Helvetian ,: and German Churches reje<ft us 
not, nor we them, although we differ in Rites and Difci- 
pline, and thole .things whfoh are left to the; prudence of 
every Church to conffitute^ tjrey IhaU judge moftneCeP; 
larv for., Order and' EffifWatjopi : No\v certainly iffhefe 
different Rites and Obfervances be no ground for one Na¬ 
tional Church t» feparate from the Communion of ano¬ 
ther, they can be Jio groupd for,private Perfons to .fepac 
;ate, from the Commrunfon of j that (Qhurqh to yvfiwh they; 
belonged I^ay, although they .migfft-w^ididjflike 
many U faces either, as trivilousop incongruous, yet it be? 
\ ■ -r ■ comes. 
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comes the temper and modelty of a pious Chriftian, in 
things meerly .cireumftantiaj, to liibmit his 1'iadtice to 
the Judgment of ,th^. < Author ity, unde* which he lives, and 
not to leparate-frOm the Communion of the Church, to 
forlake its Aflemblies, to d.ifowu its Adminiftrations, only 
becaufe he thinkslbme things might be more conveniently 
ordered, aecordfog to the Model of his own, or other Mens 
apprehenfions-; Which in the Folly and lad Confcqucn- 
ces of it, would be to adl, like him who took up a Beetle, 
and hruck .with all his force, to kill a Flie tliat he law 00 
his Friend’s forehead, Wh^t elle were this but to rend the 
Body of Chrift by an angry contending about the Falhion 
of its. Garments jiiand. to 1 tear away its Limbs by a viqlenr 
flriving to (trip off thole Gloaths which they think inde¬ 
cent ? For my part I freely profefs, Tliat were my Lot call 
among any of the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, I 
w ould presently joyn in their Communion, and not at all 
fcruple to conform mylelf to their received CuRoms, al¬ 
though perhaps in my own private Perfwafion I may judge 
lome of them to be lels ferious, and lefs reverent than tliole 


of the Church of England, wliich are now fo paflionately 
decried and condemned. * I have ever venerated tliat O- * Nec 
.racular Advice of St. Amlrofe to St. Aufiin: ‘ If thou wilt difiiplin* 
‘ neither, give Offence, nor take Offence, conform thylelf "^ eftin 
* to all the lawful Cultoms of the Churches wliere thou ,m mel !° r 
‘ corned. . ■ • „ . 5 £$r 

Chrift inno* qqamut eo modoagat* am agere viderit Ecclefiam adquam cunqrn forth deve* 
her it." Quodjtnim neque contra fidem , neque contra bonos mores injungitur , indifferenttri 
eft bubebdum, 4 # fro corttm Hnter qubs vivitur ficic'tate fervandum eft. me* 

Mtdiolamsnk me confiatta* invenit Ecclefiam Sabbdtotkm jejmantems cepefio perturb** 
ri 9 fiuRuart quid agent* c*m ego talia non carabam , fed propter ipfam confului de bac 
re beatiffim<t memori 4 virum Ambrofium b rejpondit fi nihil docere me pojje nifi qmdipfi 
faceret, quia fi melius noflet* idoetius obfirvaret. Cumque ego ptstqffim* nnMi reditH rar 
poane>. mttpmaufifi fu&> * votufffi adtnonere no Sabbato* jejwrttrenii 4 ; fibfiHitut 
aipmihi y Cuntni figrriq ytnia jejuno Sabbato-cknkbic pan mnjojupo. Sic etiam tu, ad 
qttqpb forte Ecclefiam veneris , ejm morem firva* fi cuifuam nonvif ejjcfiandalo , net quest*- 

quam tibi. -—-Ego vein de baefintehtfi etiam atque etiam cogitate, ita fimperbahU - 

quam'eam emitter abatefitfeeperim. Aug. ad Jan. fig. 11S. 
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But I will not farther inlarge on this cholorick and tou¬ 
chy Controverly; only I pray, that our wanton Diflenti- 
ons about thefe lefs important Mattes, may not provoke 
God to deprive us of the Subftance and Eflentials of our 
Religion j and reduce us to luch a condition wherein we 
fhould be heartily glad, could we enjoy the Liberty of the 
Gofpel, and the Ordinances of our Lordjelus Chrift, urr- 
der any of thole Fdrms of Adftiiniftration, which are now 
(o furioufly debated amongft tis. It wefe juft with God 
to extinguilh the Light of his Golpel, when we ufe it 
not to work by, but all our ftudy and ftrife is how to (huff 

it., ' \ ; ; : ri -. ■ v- : * 

And thus much in the general, touching the External 
Worlhip of God required in this Commandment. 

The Sins forbidden by k are two: ! 

Contempt of the Worlhip of God; and 
Superftition m performing it. 

Concerning the former, I have already Ipoketr largely, 
in giving you the Chara&ers of a Prophiane Perlbn. 

I fhalJ therefore at prelent Ipeak onely ef Superftiti- 
on. 

Concerning the Etymology of the Word, both Tutty 
and Laftantius are agreed, that it is derived from Superfti- 
ciw »4 tes, Survivers; but about the realdn of the Notion they 
*** D *? r ‘ much differ;; TuBy lakh, Qyr tetos dies precabanfur fif in£ 

. ■'** mlobant, ut fibijui libeirifuperjlites effentyfitperjlitiefifnnt, 

appeGati : i. e. They who immoderately prayedand <&. 
erificed, that their Children might futvive them. BntLa- 
ttant'tus is ttot content wkhthis realon* and therefore gives 
lyetmt. another: SuperJlitiofi. autemvoamlm^ non, qm foies fuos fm 
4 tfta.Uk p$rfl!ites optant (emues enhn optamus, Jed ant' tiefut fupet* 
4 * 628 . flitem ntemoriam difunttorum coliint ; aut ^uiparentibus JuH 
Juperftites celebrant,)\ imagines, eerum domi, tanyyam JMe^ 

Pena- 
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penatps: t c. Men were called lyperftitious not from de- 
Spring to theif Children might furyive them, but becaulc 
they celebrated the lurviving mempryof the ]W . v 
becaufe that furviving their Parents they worfliipt ieir 
Image? as toy Hpufliold Gods* * 

JByt whatfoever be the Etymology of the Word, we may 
to#<*t ,Dp{cription of it, That it j s a heedless and 
erroneous JFcar in Matters of Religion ; and this is twofold, 
either Negative or Ppfitjve. 

Negative Superftition is, when Men do fearfully abftain 
fco/n, and abhor thole things as wicked and abominable, 
which God hath not forbidden, and therefore are in tljern- 
lelves lawful and harmlefs. And thofe who are biggoted 
with this Superftition, will be fure to cry out agamlt all 
.to do .obierve fuel; tb%> as they condemn, tor mifer- 
flbly fedyced and fuperftttious Souls. Which i? the m# 
humour of the Men.pfxnir Days, who ,(as,0%*w is'fajd 
to have trampled uppn P/tfps Pride with lar greater pride) 
fb thele exclaim againft Superftitjoa with &r greater Su- 
jperftitioy. For Superftition is not either the ohferving, qr 
_ppt obferviqg of lych things, but the doing of ei^ierwich 
W prronepys fear leyft God Ihoujd be dilpleaftd and prp- 
voked if we did other wile: He is therefore negatively Su- 
perUitious who makes tbe,npt doing of to which is law- 
pul and ftarmleis, a matter of Qonfciepce, and of Religi- 

pn. : " .. 

. .Pofitive Superftition^, when Men $0 fearfully obferye 
and perform thole things: which either are forbidden, or at 
;Jeaft no where commanded by God: Or if you will, it is 
y teftlels fear of the Mind,; putting Men upon Axfts pf Reli¬ 
gion which are not. djue, or not eonvenient. 

Now this Pofnive Superfthioa exprefteth )t felf two 
ways: For lometimes it,gives Divine Honours to that 
Which is,not God: And lometimes it performs needkls and 
fuperfluous Services tp the true God. Both thele are, the 
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effe&s of Superftitfon ; but are commonly known by their 
proper names, the one being Idolatry, and the otlier Will- 
Worlhip. And both theie arc forbidden in this Command¬ 
ment : • 

*• > Firfty Idolatry is a part and fpecies of Super ft ition ,• 16 
We find it exprefly Alls 17.16. compared with Verle zi. 
In the 16 it is laid, That Pauls fpirit was fiirred in him , 
•when he faw the city of Athens wholly given to idolatry. 
And in the 22 it is laid, That Paul reproved them as be¬ 
ing too fuperflitious. And therefore though all Superlti- 
tion be not Idolatry, yet all Idolatry is Supcrftition, yea, 
and the blackelt kind of it. 

Now Idolatry is nothing elle but the giving of religious 
Worlhijp unto an Idol: and an Idol is not only an artificial 
’"Image‘'.of Reprelentation of any thing,; whether r,eal or fi- 
dHtioi&J let up io be worlhipped, but' any Creature of 
< 5 od, ^whether Angels or Men, Sun, or, Moon, or Stars, 
£tc. to which we give any religious Honour and Service. 
The vvorlhipping or any Creature, whether in Heaven a- 
bove, or in the Earth beneath, or in the Water under the 
Earth, is Idolatry; which is particularly and by'name for¬ 
bidden in this Commandment. And indeed this is a Sin 
fo abfurdand flupid, that it is a wonder it ihould ever be 
(o bewitching as to inveigle the far greater part of the 
World. The Prophet Ifaiah doth very frequently deride 
the folly and madnefs of Idolaters, efpecially Chap. 44. 16. 
He burneth part of his wooden God in tile fire; he roll- 
eth liis meat with it, and is latisfied ; he Wartneth himlelf; 
and the refidue thereof he maketh a God, 'lie falleth down 
unto it and worfhippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and faith, 
Deliver me, .for thou art my God. A molt grols and bea- 
ltial Stupidity; as if there were more Divinity in one end 
of a Stick than the other: and yet a Sin moll ftrangely be¬ 
witching, after which all the Heathen World ran a Who¬ 
ring ; and from which all the Remonllrances and Threat- 
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nings which. God makes to his own fPedpfe’ of Ifrdel; ' cjouid • 
not reftrain diem : yea, and fo ftrangdy beiotting is it; 
that a very great part even of thole who profeft the Name 
and Dodfrine of Jefus Chrift, are nloft foully guilty of it ♦ 

I mean, the Papifts; who to hide their fharrie in this parti¬ 
cular from the notice of the People, have covered it with 
a greater, and thought fit rather to Expunge this fecond’ 
Commandment, than to leave their Image- Worfh ip to be 
cenfured and condemned by it i For in all their Cate- 
chifms and Books of Demotion* which they havd ptiblifht 
for the ule of the Vulgar,-they have facrilegioufly omitted 1 
this fecond Commandment, as fearing that the Evidence 
of it would convidh and.condemn them of Idolatry in the 
Conferences of the moft ignorant and illiterate that fliouid 
but ; hear it rehearfed. ; - v c /. a - a :, r : - ■ !. n ; > j 

r , Let' us ? how proceeds ta confider who 'may jiiiily hi 
condemned of .Idolatryand! the! Violation of this Pre- 
cept • ■ ■ ■; ; ; 

- FirH, He is an Idolater that, prays unto any Saint of r 
Apgd i /or he ; afcriJbes that .unto the Creature Which’ is an 
Honour due only unto God the Creator. Our Faith and 
war Invocation ought to be 'terminated in the fame Objedt. . 1 

Rom. * 0 . im . HowJhaU Iheycaltdn Bit# i* whom they haul 
not believed. And therefore if we cannot without Bla¬ 
sphemy fay, that we believe in fuch a Saint, or Angel* nei¬ 
ther can we without Idolatry pray unco that Saint or Ari* 
gpl. ; ; ■* v . ;* ; ./ . 

•: Secondly, .The mofl ^execrable Idolatry that is'^is that of r . z. 
entering into League, and Correfpondence with the Devil • 
to;COnluIt and invoke: him,’ and by any Wicked Arts im¬ 
plore, or make ufe of liis .help and affiftaned. ' Arid of this 
arcithofe guilty in, the hlgheft^degteei uih^ enter ihto any 
expreis. Compadt: with Hie. Devll^ whieh is always ritifred 
With fome Homage of Worfhip,giVdft*cb him: And ini 
fecondary and more low degree, thole who apply theni- 
•T felves 
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(fives tofeek help from (uch forlarn Wrctbhes, (uchaS pfe 
'traditionary Charms and Incantations, or any vain Ob- 
drvances, to free diem from Pains and Difeafes, or otlier 
troubles tliat moled diem. For all thpfe things which 
have not a natural Efficiency to produce that Eff&St for* 
which they are ufed, m^y very rekonabJy be Jiifpe&ed to 
Hav,e been agreed on formerly between the Devil and dime 
of his eipecial Servants, and that oil the Veitue they re¬ 
tain is only from that Compatd ; which as it Was Explicits 
in thole that made it, (o it is Implicite in thole that ufe 
diem; for they dill a<d in the power of that firft Stipula¬ 
tion and Agreement. • . : 

3. , Thirdly * Whofbever bows. down, his Body in- religious 

Adoration of any (mage, or other Creature, is guilty of I- 
dolatry ; and doth mod exprefly tranfgrefr the' very Let¬ 
ter of this Command, Thou {halt tiot ion down before them , 
nor worjbip them. It is buthere a. vain Refuge unto which 
the Papids betake themfelves, when they excud them J 
(elves from being guilty of Idolatry, becaufe although they 
worfhip Images, yet they worfhip the True GOD, by 
them.’ • • 1 " * 

x . For, //•/?, they worfhip the Images of very many Crea¬ 
tures, both Men and Atfgfds. For me how to examine! 
their Evafion concerning harrp i, }u?U and , 

would perhaps be as improper in this Auditory, as the Di- 
din&ion idelf is vain and frivolous. , i 

z. • i Secondly, Whereas they pretend to worfhip the true 

God by an Image, we reply, That it is mod impious to 
attempt to reprefent God by any viflbie Refemblance, and 
therefore much more to worfhip him, could he be fore* 
prefented. For God who is infinite, cannot he circumfcri- 
bed by Lines and Lineaments; and being invifible cannot be 
refembled: And therefore God. doth again and again incul¬ 
cate it upon the Jfraelites, that when he delivered the Law 
unto than, he appeared not in any fhape, that they might 

not 
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not audacioufly attempt to deliniate him, and fo be indeed 
to Idolatry: Thus Deut. 4. iz. Te heard the voiceof words, 
but faw no fimilitude. only ye beard a voice . And Vcrieiy, - 
Take ye therefore good heed unto yonrfelves, (for ye faw m 
manner of fimilitudein the day that the Lord Jpake -unto you 
in Horeb, out of the mid ft of the fire); left ye corrupt your 
felvesy and make you a graven image, the fimilitude of any 
figured When therefore they plead . That they worihip 
the bnely 1 ’true'God by. Images 1 ,this is po better than 
to exeufe'drib'horrid Sin * by thd bdmmiffiori j of ahoi 
thferi* jVi: • - : ‘ 

Thirdly, To worship the true and onelv God by ah f- 
ntagp, iS'grols HtriatrVryThfrt/je P^ptfts deny ,•aijd $ade 
Idolatry in Wbflhipptng of jWi^^%Wr&>retent ialfife 
and 'fictitious Gtoas $' or eHe ih;'ivbrjhippinh them with a 
belief that theylthemielves are Gods. But, r 

Fir ft. Upon the fame account the Ifrdelites were riot 1. 
Idolaters in* worfluoriins! the' Goltfem Calf: for thntr < 


j 7 — —' vuvj uibvuwwu ifV/ vviiJiu Lliy 

true God rinder that Reprefehtatiori; See Exod. ii. 4 , f 
TJtefie letbygeds, 0 IJfoel, which brought thee out of the land 
Egypt. * irbey codd riot be fi? ftupidasto think that 
that Very Gdf-VMdh'they themfelves had mad?, “ had d6, 
t^Wkm-Egy'pl j buttherworftik the tmdGfof 
who had given theiri that great Delhfetaricel under this 

HlCViAfflOnhinlp jMoiv«n4 fe iO&n’ikUri^a 
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rofe up to play A&s 7. 41. They made a calf in thofe day $, 

and offered Jacrifice to the idol. - : . . 

•' Agair }i fec<mdly t y; Micab and his Mother were certainly 
guilty of Idoktry in niaking.arid worlhipping their Images: 
and yet. that' they were made to be Symbolical Reprden- 
tations of the true God., and ere&ed to this-very purpofe, 
that he might be .worlhipt J?y theng,- appear* clearly from 
the riiftory i; as:we have it recorded .fyfees the 1.7. / 

pad, whotfy dpd[ic/ft^jjhi^x fhpj tty [typer , unt o tty jtyd y 
g^m'^Xfor.^Jpn. ip make aygrpventyd a moultom 
image: which when he had done he hired a Levite to he, his 
priefc. And in am Spence of .the .Reward offo much Pie- 

febo* 

ifi.vwd ta-cfea* 


PQ better than f v anfr Idolatry, , 4 

3- Mfi&Bik* W. 

rm^gps: be, # ; Jdr|te Mn : fitter ’protyapt who 
riiade tfrael tp Ve^ng .up,^ Ctlv&M 

Dan and tyttyl., /^For r .\yho^bever, ration^llyfcoafiders the 
occafioq and. Poetical .grqimd? this, Innovation. * *tnuft 
needs conclude intended yiot,^ introduce a 

now- Qpd/i^fiioh/wp^ld -naade;the Pepple to fall: fa- 
'fflSyfe t/y ra « , i , }fi? I, d 0^elTio>3 i did4om ^ 

beam), pty onbfr. to. (et 'up. fome. vifibje 'Signs, antjb Jiepre- 

p^l^ea'dBv.^theiP-oopte 
that <[ thpy.n^d p$ go Xo. Jerufalem to. feeh ^ Pisefence^ 
3<fipb. ana tp pHe^^euf Oifjjsjand,Sacrifice^ .fqr .thq&nM God 
■**»f was as muclt, prelent, rwith' ;them in; F^urqsj as -hq 
|!x * was at the .Tempfelof '^exnftym between, tte-GfacjrubiiBfc 
And therefore we, find that the Idolatry qf J krohoam j$ 
ftinguifhed from the Idolatry qf thpfe who worshipped final 
and otherJ^.(jody:-^ ^Y^^ a i^w, .w^fe God 

r X oiift 




Digitized by OQle < 



tl>e ^etotiD Commanomcnt. 


141 


him to walk in the fins of Jeroboam the Son of Nebat, he 
went and lerved Baa{ t ,ind worihipped him. ' 

Nay, fourthly, although tome among the Heathens might 
be fo grofiy llupid as to fuppofe the Images themfel ves to 
be Gods, and fo to worlbip them, yet their wife and learn¬ 
ed Philolbphers were far enough trom fuch a fenceleft Er- 
rour; yea, they were forced to 14(e as many Diftinriions 
apd fubtil Evafions concerning tbeifworlhipping of Images* 

-ft& q.ow the Papiftsdpand tjulymofeof them are the 
very fame, and leejn but borrowed out of tlie Schools of 
the.Heathens-. But imperially they infill on this, That 
they venerated not their Statues, not as they were made of 
fuch: or ludi Materials,; but) oplyas ,tliey, 
wejre the Houles and Bodies God,i 
wh^re.his Pretence refined, and by which 
his Powejr was manifested-: That they 
\yorlliipped not. the vifible Sign, but the 
fqvifihfe Deity by it. And what doth 
th/e Papife lay more ( thcn this ?, i/iz. That 
they worfhip the lmages of God, opt as 
if they wiere themtelves God, but only 
as they are the vifible Signs and Symbols of the Divine 
Prefence* and i? all, their Wdrlbipds directed unto Gjpd 
thorough them. So that in matters of Idolatry, I profelsi 
can find no difference, pf all; between Heathens and Papifts: ( a^~ 0r 
for as the more learned- Papifes do profels that they wor-^^j 
Ihip the true God by the Image ;"lo likewife did the more Jefrim* 

** ..learned Heqthenp. r . And for the \ignorant-and vulgar Pa- 
pills, I am very apt to fufperi that they do, ; as the ignorant”" * 
Heathen, terminate and limit their Worfliip in the very * 

&(jui warn 

9 &n& 'ThS't « rbt Ottis £&& Mr &y<t8n/u*7* $ 'dtyak/Acm, Cejjtyt bnjj. Ctmt.Ctff 

Where be lilocwife prfrtfesjthatit & lawful to ttUfce Images of'God, becaufe 
according rt>th& chem@!ve« Godmadc Man according to 1» 

own linage ; Die very ^yjpent utgcd iy.tb^ $^!iftv<aq* B»de\ufe of rf* fir 

Cairo‘ofJtoW. ^ 

.v.. *\‘ 


. Non hoc vifibiU colo , fed wt~ 
hten quod in iUk invifibiBier 
habitat. Etqui videbanturjh 
hi Jpurgatiori cjfercligionis, di- 
ctbam ; nee Jhnulachrum^ nec 
dxmonium qolo^fed per effigiem 
corporalem , * ejus rei jignum itt- 
fueor ifuam eokre mbm 
Upb. Iib.:6. c.. 
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knagesbefore which they fall proftrate, efteeming them to 
have Divine Power and Vertue of their own. For they 
are moft grofly blinded and infatuated in this their Image- 
Worfhip, and may as well take a Stone or a Block to be 
. a God,, as the great Dragon to be a Saint ,* as the poor 
Jpol.pour Woman did, who offered one Candle to St. Michael, and 
Herojote. another to his Dragon, that is, the Devil. . And therefore 
certainly if the Hcatheii World were ever guilty of Idola- 
try, (o is now the PopKh Ghurchj 'their Worfhip, and aft 
the Reafons of it being lb exadly parallel. 

And thus much concerning the firft Branch of Superfti- 
tion, which is Idolatry^ ' ^ 

x. The fecond is WUhworfhip i Concerning this jflialMfcak 

but very little?, having already prevented myfelfo Now 
„ Wilkworlbip is nothing elfe but the inventing and afcH- 
- • •: Mng any? other Worlhip unto God, beffdes what he hath 
been pleafed to command and inftitute j God will not. be 
worfhipped according to our fancies, but. his .own *pjk>iht-i 
Blent: For as we muff have no other God betides die true, 
fo that God muff: have no other Service performed unto 
liim, befides what himfelf hath required and prefaced: 
for this were to impute folly and weaknefs unto him, as if 
indeed he would have Servants, but knew not what forvice 
* 7 to injoyn them. ' : 

And thus we have fiftilht the Prohibition, Thou /halt 
.» not makeunto thee any graven image, &c. 7 

' \ • 1 "Let us now contider the San&ton of this Precept * an<f 
s that is twofold : ' i / . . 4 

1 , J 4 J j : ‘ • [ >> 1 1 1 <. . . ' j -.. '• * • • - *■* - .i * 11 * - - f - 1 ,I 

s, 

• T. j /? K&* $y denouncing a fevere andfeirfid Threatning a-, 
gainft ail’thofo whofootud prefume/tO;vfotete thisiBrecept;; 
: ,j ford the- Lord thy &odam ajealousXjod^odfitinothe iniqui- 
- :tf^ u fh& fdt he r tdfok 

fgyyyation of them that hate me. 1 

” Secondly , 
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Secondly By naflhiflg.it gracious Promifc of Mercy to 
the careful and coafciencious Obfervers of this Precept : 
Shewing mercy untoihoufauds of them that hove our, and keep 
my commandments. 

; la the Thrcatnirtg we bavethefe things confiderabfe : 

Firii. Who it is that deaounceth it: I the Lord thy 
Qod. 

i Secondly, What it is that he denounceth and threatens : 
to vifit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 
thirdly , The Perfons againft whom this Threatnihg is 
drafted: Thofe that hate him. And by the Context 
they are fuch as contemning the only true God, pro- 
ftitiite themftlves unto Idols. 

, Fourthly y The Duration and Continuance of that Ven¬ 
geance which he wili.take upon them Itjhalt he to 
the third and fourth generation. His wrath'lhaU ex¬ 
tend to their Children, and their Childrens Chit 
—* . i dren. . i .•' ^ i . j i . t .. 1 . 

‘ . ' ' . i , *. . 

. .. » j >. , . i ‘ / • - . . , ■ • ' 

- First, Let us jcanfider who it is that denounceth this 
Tjhreatning • I the Lord thyGodama jealous God : So moft 
read the words as our Englijb Tranflation renders them. 
But others no lefs rightly read them thus .* ; For I the Lord 
thy God am Jlrong and jealous, .- For the Word El, which 
ifl here uled, figmfies the -mighty Cod. ; And accor ding to 
this Acoepdon, the words contain in diem a Description 
of God; ’ 

Firtt, By his relation to n&,i Thy God; a God who hath 
ieparated thee from all Peopfc®f the Earth, to be his pe¬ 
culiar Treafure $ who; bath. brought thee hear unto him- 
felf, ’even into the Boridof; theXovenaot ; who hath be* 
trothed thee in Righteoufnefs, and is not only thy Makef^ 
but thy Husband, as the Prophet (peaks, Ifai. 54. 5. This 

God 
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God it is who commands thee faithfully toperform the 
Marriage-vow that is between thee and him $ and not to 
go -a Whoring after the Vanities of the Gentiles, nor to ex- 
pole thy lhame and nakednefs before any Falfe or Idol- 
God. For Idolatry is Spiritual Adultery, and moft fre¬ 
quently let forth under that Name an^Notion in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

x. Secondly, Thy God is delcribed bythemightinelsof 
his Power: He is El kana , a ftrong and jealous God j able 
to revenge any dilhonour that is done him by thy unchaft 
lewdnefs. 

y Thirdly, He is delcribed by that violent Paflion which 
in Men is called Jealouly: I the Lord thy God am ftrong 
and jealous. Now Jealouly is an affe&ion or paflion of the 
Mind, by which we are. ftirred up and provoked againft 
wharloever hinders the enjoyment of that which we love 
aqd defire :\The Gaufe and Original of it is Love,* and 
the Effect of it is Revenge. Now God to deter the Ifrae- 
lites from Idolatry^ lets forth himlelf as a ftrong and jea¬ 
lous God, that they might be allured not to efcape Punilh- 
ment ; for he is ftrong, and therefore can infliCfc it, and he 
is jealous, and therefore will infli<ft ut, if tliey lhall flare tA a- 
bufe and injure that love which he hath'placed upon then). ' 

. Now this Jealouly is nbt to-be afcribed unto God,; as if 
there Were properly any lucb.weak and difturbing paflion 
in him, but only by jway of accommodation and fimilitdde,« 
ipeaking after the manner of; MenSo tha^th^ire is not'i-i 
dent affetttii, but idem effeUm ; not the. lame inward affe¬ 
ction, but the lame outward effeCh And lo likewile is'it to 

'. fe t underfthod whemGod'iS laid to be angry, to be grieved, 
torcy) ent, §DV.,; thatis, Ihlsiadions towards us are like 1 the 
Choosy one that is angry, of grieved, or repents, although 
the jnfinite’Serenxty of the Divine Eflence is not liable to be 
dilcompoled or ruffled by the tempefts of any liich like pal- 
fions as are in cident to us mutable Creatures. . .. 

' / Now 
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Now the region why G od calls himfelf here a jealous God, 
you \vili fif^d in thele following Particulars : 

Firff, Jealoufy is jcdiftruftful and fufpiciou.s: it dares not 
rely upon the truth and fidelity of the Perlon of whom 
we are jealous, but is. full of milgiving doubts and fears;. 
And fqGod (althoughin propriety of Speech he can doubt 
nothing, nor tear any thing, yet) is pleated to exprels his 
Jealoufy by fuch Ipeeches as' intimate -diltrulb and diffi¬ 
dence. And therefore when the TJ'raelites made that 16- 
lemn Promile to the Lord, Deut. y. z 7. All that the Lord 
our God fhall fpeak unto us , we will hear it and do it. God 
returns antwer, as one that mi (doubted the real perform¬ 
ance of (6 fair a Promite, Verte the. x8 and 29. I have 
heard the voice of the words of this people ; they have well 
fpoken all that they have fpoken : 0 that there were fuch an 
heart in them , that they would fear me , and keep all my 
commandments always , that it might le well with them y and 
with their children for ever. 

Secondly , Jealoufy is tearching and inquifitive: It is an 
hard matter to efcape the difcovery of a jealous Eye, which 
is ftill prying and feeking after that which it would be 
loth to find. So the Eye of the all-teeing and all-knowing 
God is continually upon us ; he critically obterves every 
look, and every kind of glance that we caft upon ourfeives: 
Not the leaft motion of our hearts, not the lead twinkling 
of our thoughts can elcape his notice and cenlure. And of 
all fins, there is none that God doth more jealoufly obterve 
than that of Idolatry; for this is the violation of that Mar¬ 
riage-Faith which we have plighted to him. And there¬ 
fore we find that the idolatrous Ifraelites % as though they 
were confcious of the great Abule they offered to their 
Maker, their Husband, (as the Prophet diles God, Ifai. 5-4. 
5.) fought out dark and oblcurc Groves to a<d their Wick- 
ednels in; that although th,ey were not chad,, yet they 
might teem to be cautious. But in vain - is it to draw the 
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Curtains of a thin Shade about them ; a few Leaves could 
not cover their Shame, nor their Nakednefs from him*' 
who is all Eye every-where, and whole Eye is every¬ 
where light to itlelf: God is light, and in him there is no 
darknefi at all, i John i. 5. It is not poflible to conceal 
from him the proftitution of an uncliaft and impudent I- 
dolatry. And therefore faith the Pfaflmift, Pfal. 44. io, 
ax. If toe have forgotten the name of our'God, or firetched 
.forth our hands to a fatje Gods fhall not God Jearch out this ? 
for he knoweth the Jecrets of the heart. * 

3. Thirdly, Jealouly as it is iearchirtgand Inquifitive. fb it 

is an angry and revengeful paflion: And therefore Solomon 
* r>ov. 6. o ils it, The rage of a man *; therefore he mil not fpare in 
34- the day of vengeance. And Cant. 8 . 6. Jealoufy is cruel as 
the grave ; the coals thereof are as coals of firi, which hive 
a mott vehement flame. For as Love is the molt foft and 
tenderell afle<Stion of Humane Nature, fb Jealouly, which 
is tiie fowring of Love, and turning it into Vinegar, ‘is th6 
moil w ild and furious. 

Now God is pleafed to (tile himfelf a Jealous God, to ex- 
prefs the heat of his Wrath and Indignation againft Sinners. 
£0 Dent. 19. io. The Lord will not fpare him , but the an¬ 
ger of the Lord , and his jealoufy fhall Jmoke againH that man., 
and all the curfes'that are written in this book fhdll lie upon 
him , and the Lord fhall blot out his name from under heaven. 
See what dreadful effe&s this fmoking Jealouly hath, when 
it breaks forth into a flame: Z.eph 1. 18. Neither their 
filver nor their gold fhall be able to deliver them in the day 
of the Lord s wrath, but the whole land fhall be devoured 
by the fire of his jealoufy; for he fhall make a Jpeedy riddance 
even of all that dwell in the land. And what (ignal revenge 
this devouring Jealoufy of the Almighty God hath taken 
upon Sinners, the w hole World is foil of lad Inftances: 
This Fire hath kindled the eternal and unquenchable Flames 
of Hell. Wfien the proud arid rebellious Angels afpired io 
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' be Gods, God turned them into Devils, and thele Devib 
into Hell j for his Jealouly could aot indure to have Ri¬ 
vals in his Glory. All the Ruines and Calamities that have 
ever hapned to Perfons or Nations, are but the effe&s of 
God’s Jealouly againft 5 in. And of ail other Sins, his Jea- 
louly takes moft remarkable Vengeance againft Idolatry; 
for this is Ipiritual Whoredom, a provocation which the jea¬ 
lous God can teaft indure, fee Deut. 32. 16,17,19. They 
provoked him to jealoufie with ft range gods ; they facrificed 
to devils , not to God j to gods whom they knew ngt, to new 
gods that came newly np: And when the Lord few it y he air 
horred them , iecaufe of the provoking of his fens, and of his 
daughters . And Verfe 21. They have moved mete jealoufie 
with that which is not god, they have provoked me to anger 
with their vanities : A fire is kindled in mine anger , and 
fhall burn to the lowcfl hell, and Jball ctmfume the earth with 
her increafe, and fet on fire the foundations of the mountains. 
And lo in the following Verfes God exaggerates thole fore 
and heavy Judgments which he would bring upon them in 
the fury of his Jealoufie, becaule of this heinous Sin of U 
dolatry. 

, And thus we have feen in wliat refpe&sGod is (aid to be 
a Jealous God, 

What remains now, but that Expoltulation of the Apoftle, 
1 Cor. 10. %%. Qo we provoke the Lord to. jealoufie t are we 
ftronger than he ? We who are but as dull before the Whirl¬ 
wind, and as. dry (bubble before the confuming Fire, IhaM 
we c|arp by our fins to affront and challenge that God who 
hath (aid, Vengeance is mine, and I< will repay if t And yet 
fuch is the tnadnels of every delpgrate Sinner, that herufli- 
eth upon God’s neck, and upon the thick bodes qf.his Buck¬ 
ler,, and daily provokes him who is infinitely able to' de¬ 
stroy both Body and Soul in Hell-fire: Indeed Jealoufie of 
itfelf, without power to ,\Vreak Revenge, is hut a weak and 
coiitemptable pafiion ; but when it is armed with Almigh- 
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ty Strength, it isjuftly terrible i Now the Lord thy God 
is K 3 p *?«. a ftrong and jealous God. Every fin thou com¬ 
mitted is an horrid wrong done unto him, and a violation 
of that Faith which thou owed him: He hath woed thy 
affc&ions, fought thy content $ and this thou had vowed un¬ 
to him in thyBaptdm ; and yet thou perfidioufly followed 
other Lovers, and gived thy heart unto the World and the 
Devil, which are God’s greated Corrivals. The highed 
indignity that can be done againd Love, is to contemn 
and diglit it, and to imbrace thofe who are far more bafo 
and fordid: And how notorioudy then dod thou affront 
God, when thou defpifeft his Love, and thy own Faith, to 
cad thyfelf into the imbraces of every vile Lud, which now 
pollutes thy SouJ, and will hereafter damn it? O foolifh 
and unkind that thou art, to negledb the love of the Great 
King of Heaven and Earth, and to make choice of the Devil, 
w ho is but the Slave of God, and folicites thee only to make 
thee his Slave ! Yet were it fo me what if thou couided de¬ 
fend thyfelf, and maintain thy choice againd the jealoufie 
and wrath of the great God w hom thou thus defpifed and 
provoked. But allure thyfelf, his wrath and his jealoufie 
will fmoke againd thee; yea, kindle upon thee, till it hath 
burnt thee dow r n to the lowed Hell: and that day is com¬ 
ing wherein lie will expofe thy naked nefs and thy fliame 
before Men and Angels, and upbraid thee with the folly, as 
well as wickednels of thy Choice; and then condemn 
ifhce to be an eternal Confort with thofe Devils whom thou 
liad preferred before himfelf* Believe it, it is a fad and 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God, for 
hie is a Jealous God, and a Confutning Fire, as Mofes fpeaks, 
Dent. 4.14. 

And thus much for the fird Obfervable in this Commina- 
tion, viz. Who it is that denounceth it, I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous Cod; or, J the Lord thy God am ft rong and jea¬ 
lous. 

Secondly , 
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Secondly , The next thing confiderable is, what Judgment 1. 
this ftrong and jealous God threatens to influft $ and that is, 

To vifit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children. 

Now vifiting is a figurative expreftion: And in the ge¬ 
neral God is laid to vifit when after a long (pace of time, in 
which he leemed to have forgotten, or taken no notice of 
Men, he declares by his Providence that he hath ftill obler- 
ved their ways and doings. And this word of vifiting may 
be taken either in a good, or in an evil part; in a good part, ExoJ 
when God beftows great Mercies and Salvation upon his 16 . 
People, he is laid to vifit them ,* and thus it is frequently-M? r - 
ufed in the Scripture. In an evil part, -God is laid to vifit £?• 28, 
when he rewards thofe finssat which he feemed to connive, c ' 
with deferved. punilhments ; So Vfal. 89. 3 2. 1 will vifit 
their tranfgrejfion with the rod, and their iniquity with ftripes. 

And Jer. 5. 9. Shall I not vifit for thefe things t faith the 
Lord; and Jhall not my foul be avenged on fitch a nation as > 
this } And in.this fence is the word to be taken here, Vi- 
fifing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children ,• that is, 
.punching the Fathers iniquity in their Children and Pofte- 
fterity: And thus we have it interpreted Jer. 31.18. Thou 
recompenfett the iniquity of the fathers into the lofom of their 
children after them. 

Now here arile two important Queries to be relolvedt 

fir By Whether it be juft with God, and confiftant with x.- 
the Divine Veracity to punifli the fins of the Fathers upon 
the Children? 

Secondly , Whether God doth always obferve this method 
of revenging the Fathers crimes .upon their Pofterity and 
OlF-lpring? 

Firff, For the former Query: There leems lome diffi- 1. 
culty; in reconciling Scripture to kfelf in this particular, 
and in reconciling tuch a proceedingtq Jufticeand Equity; 
for lometimes the Scriptures do .exprefly, mention the pun- 
iihment of Parents fins to be infli<fted upon their Children, 

Exod. 
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Exod. 314, 7. Jer. yx. 18, &c. And when God commands 
Paul utterly to dcftroy Aonalek , he gives this reafon of his 
Injundfion, 1 Sam. 15. x. Remember that which Amalek did 
unto Ifrael, how he laid, wait for him in the way when he came 
*p from Egypt. And yet almoft four hundred Years were 
paft between the Journey of the Israelites from Egypt, and 
the ifluing forth of this Command: and therefore it is not 
probable, that any of thofe Amalekites who oppofed them 
in their way, w ere then alive to bear the punffhment of 
that Offence. Yea, and our Saviour threatens the Jews of 
his time, Mattkx 3. yq- That upon them fhould come all the 
righteous lloud fhed upon the earth , from the bloud of righ¬ 
teous Abel, unto the blond of Zacbariah Jon of Barachias , 

. . whom they flew between the temple and the altar: That is, 
the fins of their Progenitors from the beginning of the 
World, unto that very Age when they murthered Zacha- 
* Vide ry the * Father of John the Baptitf, in the Court of the 
Barm. Temple, (hall be punilhed in this Generation. 

And yet again we read as exprefly, Ezek. 18. zo. The 
Se 8 . 52 , foul thatfimeth, it Jhall die: the fon flaall not bear the in't- 
&c. quity of the father , neither Jhall the father bear the iniquity 
of the fon; the righteoufnefi of the righteous Jhall be upon 
him, and the iniquity of the wicked Jhall beuponhim. And 
again, Jer. 31. x$, 30. In thofe days they Jhall fay no more , 
The fathers have eaten fowre grapes , and the childrens teeth 
are Jet on edge : But every one Jhall die for his own iniqui¬ 
ty- 

. And indeed this leems moft agreeable to the Rules of Ju- 
11 ice, that the Innocent fhould not be punilhed lor the fins 
of the Nocent and Guilty. 

Now to lolve this Difficulty, and reconcile this (earning 
jContradi&ion, I (ball premife lome Diftindfions, and then 
.draw from them feme Concluflons (atisia&ory to the Que* 
frion propounded. - 

! i - ; Punilh- 
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: Puflifhments are either Temporal, fuch as befalin this 
prefent life; or <elfe Eternal, fiich as are referved to be in- 
Aided upon all impenitent and difobedient Sinners in the 
World to come. 

Again, Children may be confidered either as imitating 
the Crimes and Tranfgreflions of their Parents, or repent¬ 
ing of them, and reforming from them, and lo not walking 
in their Fathers fteps, but in the ways of God’s Command¬ 
ments. 

Now, Jfrft, Certain it is that God never vifits the iniqui¬ 
ty of the Fathers “upon repenting and reformed Children 
with eternal punifhments. And in this fence it is everlaft- 
inglytrue, That the fon jhall not hear the iniquity of his fa¬ 
ther ; but the foul that finneth , it Jhall die j and every man 
Jhall hear his own burden. 

I But fome may lay, Are we not made liable even to eter¬ 
nal Death, only by the fin of another? Hath not the fin of 
our firft Father brought'condemnation upon all his Pofteri- 
ty ? And therefore how is it true, that the Son lhall not in 
this refped bear the iniquity of his Father ? 

To this I anlwer, It is not his fin confidered perlonalty as 
his, that hath made us obnoxious unto eternal Death j but it 
was our fin as well as his: for in him we all finned and feU. 
Adam was our federal Head and common Reprelentative, 
and his Sin was legally ours, even as his Obedience would 
have been, had lie perlevered in it. But now the Cafe of 
Adam is fingular, and much different from that of interme¬ 
diate Parents; they indeed are our natural Heads, but not 
our federal Heads as Adam was ; their a&ions are onely 
their own, and not ours, and have no influence at all upon 
the determining of our eternal Hate and condition: and 
therefore we fhall not be accountable to God at the lad 
Day for wliat they have done, but only for what we our 
(elves have done in the Body, whether it be good or evil. 
Yet, 

Secondly , 
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Secondly, If the Children imitate the wickedneft and" 
crimes of their Fathers, it is but juft and righteous with 
God to punilh them with eternal Death and Damnation for 
them : It is but fit that they fhould inherit their Fathers 
Damnation, who inherit their Fathers Tranfgreflions. But 
In this, calc it muft be obferved, that God punilheth them 
notbecaufe they are their Fathers fins, but becaufe they are 
their own. 

Thirdly, God may, and often doth vifit the Iniquity of 
the Fathers upon the Children with Temporal Pun'ilhments, 
whether the Children imitate the Offences of the Fathers, or 
elfe reform .from them. And thele Temporal Punifliments 
are many times wery fore and heavy ; Ianguilhing Difeales, 
racking and tormenting Pains, lofs of Eftate, fometimes ra- 
vifht from them by violence, fometimes melting away in- 
ienfibly: The Father poffibly by his unjuft Oppreflion and 
Extortion, intails a Curie upon Ills Eftate, which like a Can- 
Jker, eats it out and confumes it in his Son’s days ; fo that 
nothing is left in his hands but Shame and Poverty, altho’ 
perhaps he might never know the fins for which God blafls 
.him: Yea, we find that God doth inflidT Temporal Death 
on the Child for the Offence of the Parent; thus, z Sam. 
iz. 14. m Nathans Mellage to David , Becaufe by this deed 
thou haft given great occafion to the enemies of the Lord to 
llafpheme , the child alfo that is born unto thee , Jhall furely 
die. • . 

Thus God doth very frequently infliift Temporal Pun¬ 
ifliments upon the Children tor the Fathers Tranfgreffions: 
Nor is it at all hard to reconcile this with the mealures of 
• Juftice and Equity, becaule of that near relation which they 
bear unto their Parents ; for certainly it is juft with God 
to punilh a Sinner in all that is related unto him: now 
Children arc-parts of their Parents, yea, their Parents 
live and furvive in them j and therefore certainly God in 
punilhing them, may juftly ftrike what part ol them he 

pleafeth. 
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pteafeth. And this even Plutarch , an Heathen, could ob- Piutar. de 
ferve, {peaking how God did often inflid: grievous Judged® ? uni ' 
ments on the Pofterity of lewd and wicked Men, he tells 
US, otfflp aitnny £y fowoev tx Ikswcop, it is nothing 

ftrange and abford for tilde who are theirs to fuffer what 
belongs to them. 

And thus we have briefly vindicated the Juftice of God, 
in vifiting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon their Children. 

But then, ft sendly, another Queftron is, Whether God x. 
doth always obfervc this Method of revenging the Offer* 
ces of Fathers upon their Children in Temporal Punift* 
meats ? " ' " 

To which I anfwer, No, he doth not: neither doth this 
Threstning in the Commandment oblige him to do it, but 
only {hews What their fins do deferve, and what he might: 
jaftly do if. tat plealed to ufe his Power and Prerogative. 

And therefore wo read of the Children of wicked Parents, 
who yet were both pidus and profperous ; fuch were &ezc* 
kiah; and Jofiah, the one the Son of Ahaz, the other of A- 
mmt. But moft commonly we may obferve it io the courfe 
of Divine Providence, that the Pofterity of wicked Parents 
pay off their Fathers {boars to Divine Juftiee, in the Tem. 
poral Evils and Calamities that are brought upon them: 

But yet if they themfelves be pious and holy, this may be 
for their comfort/ that whatfoever Afflidfons they lie to* 
der, fltalfbe for their benefit arid advantage ; and they are 
not Pufliftimertfs-to them, but oneiy fatherly Corre<ftfons 
and Chaftifements: for the very things which 1 they fliflfef 
may be intended by God as a punifliment to their Ance- 
ftros, but a latherly correction to themfelves$ and what to 
the one is threatned is aCuHe, to the other may proved 
Bleffirtg-and ah -Advantage, ! as it gives them occafion of 
cx#rcgin^moj^ Gra«, -and fe of receiving,the gre&ef Gta 
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Suffer me to dole up this with one or two Practical Me¬ 
ditations. 

Fir Si, If it be the ufual method of Divine Providence 
to vifit the iniquity of the . Father upon the Children, fee 
then what great realbn Parents have to beware they do not 
lay up a (lock of Plagues and Curfes for their Pofterity,.nor 
dog the Eflate they leave them, with fo.many Debts to be 
paid to the juftice of God, as wih eertaintyundo them : 
Thou who by Fraud and Cozenage'heapeft together ill 
gotten Wealth, thinkeft perhaps of leaving lb many hun¬ 
dreds, or ( tfioufands, ,tp thy Chddren, r but eonfidereff not 
withal, how many Curies thou putteli into the Bag, Cur-; 
fcafhat :in ; tipae wiff rofand cflt.ovt the very:bottpm of it: 
thou wljp by this, or by any other way ofWiekednels ei¬ 
ther Swearing, or Drunkennels,. or Uncleannefi,. provokeft 
mef_Holy ai)d die Jealous Gpd, doth it nothing grieve thee 
to,think jhat thy fms Jhahlbr ppnilhc nppn. thv pqor Chib 
Hrens backs* ,Pof 3 ib|y thou art lb fondly tender oh them, 
that thou art loth to chaftife them when they really de» 
lerve it for their, own faults.; yet art thou lb cruel to them, 
as to abandon them over to, the Juftice of God, to be le- 
ye^ely fcourged forr faults.which are not their .own, but 
tlijuje., Whofe .heart wpuRnot yearn, , and whole .bowels 
would not be turned within him, to go into an Holpkal, 
and thei^e. view. over, ah thole; Scenes,of Humane jViifery and 
Wretc^edpefs which are prefentedtq us; the ; Blind, the 
!Lajx|b, t^e Deaf, tlw Punih, the Maimed, theDilJradted, die 
ulcerated, anfi icathfbHie Leaper, and thofe leveral Maps of 
Mans Wii^'gn^ljrorraents <that4tfe there exhibited ? Think 
then with thylelfv this is the Inheritance, this is the Portion 
bequeathed them by their accurled Parents. And as thou 
wouldeft have thine own Children to be made-the lame 

f d £pe£acles,of Divine Wrath and Vengeance^ fo go and 
n them into the lame condition. Certainly Wolves and 
Trgfsrs are more merciful to their Off-lpring, than wretch-’ 
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ed Man! It is thou thy (elf, O cruel Man! Who haft crip- 
led, and maimed, and tormented, and beggered, and undone 
thine own Children ,• and perhaps every lin thou commic- 
teft either murders, or tortures a poor helplefs Infant, one 
whole greateft milery it is, that ever he w as born of’ thee. 
I beleech youChriftians think lerioufly of this thing,* and 
as ever you would wilh well to thole dear Pledges w hich 
are as your own bowels, fo beware how ever you provoke 
the holy and jealous God, by any known and wilful fin, who 
will be lure to. repay it home, either in your own Perfons 
by his immediate Judgments upon yourlelves, or that which 
will go as near the heart, of every tender and compafhonate 
Parent, by his lore Judgments on the poor Cliildren and 
Pofterity. 

Secondly , See here what great realon thou haft to render 
Thanks ^nd Praife unto. God, that tjiou art bom of holy 
and pious Parents ; fuch -as treasure not up Wrath fbr theb, 
but Prayfers ; Poffiblj they werej but poor and low in the 
World ; but yet they have bequeathed thee a rich Patrimo¬ 
ny, arid made God-Executor, who will faithfully, difehaege 
hjs. Truft, if thou difeharge tjhy Duty, and give thee a.Bleb 
ling poflfol^ in this ljfe,, but certainly in the ijfqlto come; 
Let others boaft their Blppd,_and tljeir Parentage; ;aiid .reck¬ 
on up a long row of Monuments and Aflceftors, if they have 
been wicked, lewd, and ungodly, but thine vertuous, and 
the lincere Servants of God, they poflibly may be the laft 
of their Family, and thou the firft ofthjne: Ho wlbever, know 
that it is far more Noble to be born of tfrofe that have been 
born of God, than to be the Grand-children of the Devil; 
Thou haft better Blood running in, thy Veins, even the 
Blood of them whom Chrift hath judged worthy to be re¬ 
deemed, aqd walhed with his own Blood, whoft Names 
are writteri in Heaven in the Lamb’s Book of Life p a great* 
er Honour and Dignity, thanif they were , written in the 
Worm-eaten Pages of idle Heraldry.: And if thou followeft 
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their good Examples, thy Relations, aSfd Pdttibri fob atfc 
greater and richer, for thou haft God fof thy Father, Chtijft; 
tor thy Brother, #id the whole fete&vefi of Start for d&fe 
Inheritance. 

And thus much for the fecond General, what is heft 
threatned in the Commandment, vbb. Tftb Qifiting tht of i- 
niquity of the fathers upon the childftH 1 foall be mote brief 
hi the two remaining. Therefore, 

Thirdly , Let us confider the Pertohs Whom this 
Threatning is denounced , FifitUg the iniquity # the fa¬ 
thers upon the children of thbfi that hate tot ? And Who 
thofe are, is explained in the Arttitlfefis fobfoyaed, Ifoepbm 
toercy for thOuftmds if thife YhdtlWi the, and-kdp toy'etto- 
mandments. If then thofe that keep God’s Commandments 
are Lovers Of God, (which our SaviOut efcprefly affiffns. 
John 14. it. He that hath toy MtotoehtdMbits, andkmeflj 
thetoy he it is that leiieth tot}) by dirOd confedaeffee it 
follows, that thofe who traft%rtfi thfe Commandments of 
God, are Hauers of God. And Wfflft WOrfe 'dan be 6id of 
the very Devil himfelf, fet them ptefoad ifeVe* fo fair, and 
fpeak words foil of refried and reveftnee, yet bringtbem to 
tins Tryal, do they obferve and keep rife Cdmtmmdment's 
of God or no? If not, they lire Hatfeisof Gbd'artd Good- 
neft. And indeed it is itttpdfflble, that thofe Who aft di£ 
Obedient and rebellious fooold love God ; forcart they love 
him who hath required fr om them Whitt they do foextreafn- 
ly loath ? Can they love him Whofti-fhey tttuft weeds appre¬ 
hend armed with Wrath ihd Vfeftge&nfce to puhifli ana tor¬ 
ment them everkftirigly for their lifts ? Caiftfhey fovfe him, 
who if they have any oonfetefltes in them, they nfitift needs 
know hates them with a ipe?fe& hatred, and wfll be ayenged 
on them in their eterftaflttftne anddeftrutafon * Certainly 
if we love God, beOaUfe he'fottlOVifd'tls, tfoefe banttot but 
hate him, to whom their own corifeiences wwft needs at* 
Uefe, that God hafts both^hem ^nd tlieir ways. 

Fourthlyy 
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Fourthly , Confider the Duration and Continuance of that 
Vengeance which God will take upon thole who thus hate 
him. On their own perfons he will revenge himlelf eter¬ 
nally, and be ever latisfying his wronged Juftice in their 
infufferable Torments: But on their Pollerity he will be 
avenged unto the third and fourth Generation. And yet 
even in this very Threatning there is Mercy contained; 
Mercy it is that luch a wicked and accurfed Race, are not 
cut off, and call out of his light and grace for ever ; and 
that where once the wrath of God hath leized on any Fa¬ 
mily, it doth not burn down and conlume the whole be¬ 
fore it: But he gracioufly (tops its courle, and gives not 
way to all his fury ; and in this Mercy glorifies itlelf a- 
gainlt Judgment, in that he fheweth Mercy unto Thou- 
lands, but vifiteth Iniquity only unto the third and fourth 
Generation. 
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The Third 


COMMANDMENT. 

%\)<m Qiait not tafte tlje name of ttje JLoitt 
tt>p <potrtn bain: foz tlje fto;D tbtil not 
Ijolo Dim sntltlejEO tftat tahctlj Dio name 
. in bain. > v. . -i 

• 1 *. - . J oft 

J T is a known'Rule; that all the Precepts of the Law 
refpetd'either thole Duties which we owe immediate*- 
unto God, or thole which we owe immediately unto 
Man, the former eonftitute the fir ft, die latter the lecond 
Table. The Commands of the firft Table are prelcribed 
.us, for deregulating our Divine Worlhip ; which is either 
internal and more Ipiritual, or external and more vifibla 
The,internal Worlhip of God, with the humbled venerati¬ 
on of 6ur SQuls, and mod fincere affedfions of our hearty 
is required of us in the'fird Commandment, as l have al¬ 
ready declared.- The external Worlhip of God confids of 
three parts, Pcodration of the Body ; Profeflion of the 
Mouth } and the Obligation of prefixed Time. And eacli 
of the£ehath a particular Command,toinjoyn themv 
The.fird,Qf theft, viz. Prodration of the Body, ^re¬ 
quired in the lecond Commandment; of which I have Ipo* 
ken. 

. . The lecond, viz. Profeffiohof the Mouth, comes next 
to be confidered. . And to guide and rCgulate this, we have 
,our Rule preforibed in the third Precept of this Table: ’ v 
:: Thou Jhalt not take tht. name of the Lord thy God in vain y 
&c. In which words we have: 

Firffy, 
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|. . Firli, A P rohib ition, Thou Jhalt ooot taie,&ie. 

U. Secondly, A Commutation or v Threatning, For the Lori 
will not hold him guiltleft that, &c. 

r 

In the Prohibition three things are to be inquired into: 

v * 

k. First , What is meant by the Name of God i 

x, Secondly , What it is to take the Name of God t 

3. Thirdly, What it is to take God’s Name In vaift? 

l . Fir It, What is meant by the Name of God k • 

1 anfwer, The Name of God hath (undry Acceptations 
in the Scripture: 

1. , Fir Ft, Sometimes it is takes for the Nature and Being 

of the Deity itieif. Nor is it an unufual Figure to put 
Name for tJtat Thing or Perfon that is exprefled by it; as 
/level. 3. 4. Thou halt a few names in Saadis, that, have ooot 
defiled their garments; and they /hall wall with me in white: 
that is, tbou haft a few Perfons in Sardis. Solikewifo we 
may oWerve it to be frequently u(ed when the Scripture 
(peaks of God, and Chrift, Pfal.xo. 1. The name of the God 
of Jacob defend thee; that is, let the God of faced himfei£ 
who.isthe only True and Almighty Potentate, be thy Shield 
and thy Defence. Pfal. 135.3. Sing praifes onto his name; 
that is, offer your returns of Thanks and Praiies unto that 
God from whom you have received your Mercies and&fck 
vation. So Pfdl. 115. 1. Hot mote us, 0 Lord, mt unto <03 
but to thy name give glory ; tiiat is, (et the glory which is 
due unto thee be intnely afcrifced unto thy felt ; And (b 
concerning Chrift, Luke 13. 47. Repentance and remiffian of 
fins are to be preached to all nations in his name i that is, 
through him. And John 1. it. Me gave.power tn become 
the fans of God, to at many as believed in his name jthaitis, 
tfras many as b&»tted inhim. Ahd ihusdt i&ufed fci in¬ 
numerable places. . 

.... Secondly , 
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Secondly , Sometimes the Name of God is taken for the z. 
whole Syftem of Divine and Heavenly Dodrine revealed 
to us in the Scriptures: Thus the Plalmift, / will declare PM- ** 
thy name unto my brethren: Which the Apoftle cites as Ipo- i2, 
ken in the perlon of Chrid, Hel. z. iz. and the meaning 
is i That Chrift ihould declare and make known to the 1 
World, a true fpiritual Dodrine, and way of Worihip; and ' 
teach-them a Religion which ihould both perfed their Rea* 
fon, and lave their Souls. And as a Tedimony of the ac- 
complilhment of this Propheiie, our Saviour himfelf tells 
us, John 17.6. I have manifejled thy name unto the men whom 
thou gave ft me* And v.a 6 * I have declared unto them thy name, 
and will declare it; that is^ I have intruded them in the 
true Religion, and right Worihip of the great God. And 
fo it is taken likewifo Micah 4. y. All people will walk every 
one in the name of his God\ and we will walk in the name of 
the Lord onr God for ever and ever: That is, we will walk 
in that way of Worihip and Religion which is appointed and 
approved by the Lord our God. 

Thirdly , The Name of God is taken for that whereby 3. 
God is called, and by which his Nature and Perfedions are 
made known unto the Children of Men: For Names are 
itnpofod to this very intent, that they might declare what 
the thing is to which the Name doth belong. Thus when 
God had created Adam^ and made him the Lord of this, 
vifible World, he caufed the Beads of the Field, and the 
Fowls of the Air to pais before him, both to do Homage 
to their new Soveraign, and likewifo to receive Names’ 
from him, which according to the perfedion of his know¬ 
ledge, did then aptly forve to expreis their feveral natures, 
and were not only Names, but Definitions too: And fo 
when we read of . the Names of God in Scripture, they all 
iignifie fome expreflions of his Infinite Eflence, in which he 
is pleafod to (pell out himfelf unto us, fometimes by one Per¬ 
fedion, and fometimes by another. 

Y Now 
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Now thefeName^of God, are either, his Titles or his At¬ 
tributes. Concerning which I - have formerly treated at 
large in expounding to you the firft Petition of the Lord’s : 
Prayer, Hallowed be thy name ; and therefore lhall here one* 
ly mention them, and k) proceed, : 

• i Fir fly His Titles are his .Name):; And they are fome of 

them Ablblu^e; and fych are diofe,-glorious Titles of JahJ 
Jebovqb, God, / Am, l Aw hath]fent thee, daith God toiAfiw T 
Jes. ‘ And tlicfe are Names altogether iricomprehenfible and 1 
ftupendious ; others arc, Relative, reipefting us. So his 
Name of Creator* depots J?ow«r .in. giving Be^ 

injg to ha Dominion i 

and Authority .in diijjofing apd governing, alltliat he hath- 
^ njadeFather fignifies his Care• andGoodnets in providing 1 
for us his pffTpripg,; Redeemer,., his Mercy, in delivering* 
us from Tempopd J*.yils. aDd Calamities, hut Specially from • 
Eternal Death and, Deftru<£ipnY ..Theft, and odier fach-like> 
Titles God do'th aiTume unto himftU> toexprefs in fomC' 
meafore, as we are able to bear, what he is inhimfolf .: , 
2. Secondly, His Attributes alfo are his Namt: , Some of 
which are incommunicable, as his Eternity, Immerifity, Im¬ 
mutability, Simplicity, &c. which ure fo proper to the Di¬ 
vine Nature, that they belong to no created Being; others 
are communicable, and fo Mercy, and Goodneft, apd Holi- 
nels, and Truth, &c. are the Attributes of! God: Commu¬ 
nicable they are, becauft fome Rays of them may be found 
in the Creatures,* but yet in that infinite.-degree-and excel¬ 
lency which they have in God, fo they are incommunica¬ 
ble, and proper only to the Deity.r And therefore tho-’ An¬ 
gels or Men may be (aid to be holy, or juft, or good, yet 
none of them are fo originally; none are fo infinitely arid 
unchangeably, none are fo fimply, and in-the abftra#, but 
only God himfelf. 

Theft then are the Names of God 

And 
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And here in the Text, Thou Jhah not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain; we mull underfland it concerning 
the Name of -God in this laft exception., that is, for any 
Name of his whereby he is pieafed to reveal himfelf unto 
us; whether it appertain to his Titles, or to his Attributes ; 
neither of th£fe muft be taken in vain. 

Secondly , Let us confider what it is to take the Name of z. 
God. I anfver briefly : To take the Name of God is no o- 
ther than to make life of it, either as the Objed of our 
Thoughts, or the Subjed of our Difcourfes: And fo we 
find this Phrafe ufed, Pfal. 16.4. / void not take up their 
names into my lips. And Pfal. 50. 16. What haft thou to 
do, that thou jhouldft take my covenant in thy mouth ? That 
is, that thou fhouldft fpeak, or make mention of it. So 
that to take God’s Name is to (peak, or mention it. 

Thirdly, Let us confider what it is to take God’s Name 3. 
in vain. To this I anfwer: God’s Name is then taken in 
vain, - v ; t >' •’ , 

Firft, When it is ufetf Without propounding to ourfelves 1. 
a due end. • ■ : - -- — - - 

Secondly, When it is ufed. without due Copfideration and z. 
reverence/ ' • A ■ ' : f’""‘f '"v :; 1 

Thirdly \ When It is; ufed in £n undue arid unlawful, adj- 3. 

-on:- ■< ‘ • ’’ - ; y '• 1 

Fir ft. When it is ufed without propounding toourfelves 1. 
a due end: The end fpecifies the adion: if the end be vain 
the ad:ion muft' be fo too. Now there are but two ends 
that can juftifie and warrant the ufe of any of God’s Names, 
either his Titles or his Attributes; and they are, 

Fir ft, The Glory of God. And, 1. 

Secondly, The Edification of ourfelves and others. What- z. 
foever is befides thefe, is light and frivolous, and can be no 
good ground to us to make any mention of his great and 
terrible Name, which is fo full of Glory and Maiefty, that 
it fhould never be uttered, but where the fubjed of cur 

Y z Dif- 
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. Difoourfe is ftrious and weighty. I will not now (peak of 
thole who vend the holy and reverend Name of God with 
Oaths and Blalphemies j a fin by fo much the more heinous 
and abominable, by how much left temptation there is to it 
either of pleafure or profit ; this is an Iniquity to be punilht 
by the Judge: And would to God Laws were put in (everc 
execution, to cramp the black Tongues of all fuch prophane 
Wretches, whole number lo abounds and (warms, that we V 
can no where walk the Streets, without being aflaulted with 
whole vollies of Oaths and Curies. But for others who 
are of more blameleft Conversion, may it not be obfer- 
ved how their Difcourles and familliar Tattle are filled up 
with the Name of God and Lord: I befeech you confider 
what end do you, propound to yourftlves in thus ufing the 
great and terrible Name: Are all your Difcourles fo fori- 
ous. as to bear the burden of that great Name ? Are they aH 
immediately,directed-to. the advancement of his Glory? 
Or do they all promote the benefit and welfare of thofo 
who hear them ? If fo, than indeed the Name of God can 
never be more ftalbnably uled : But if you make the high- 
eft Lord, lerve only to expreft fome (mall Wonderment, or 
the great God only an expletive to fill up a gap in your 
Speeches • certainly theft; are fuch fow and mean ends, that 
God will not hold thee guiltlefs. He accounts himfelf con¬ 
temned when you mention his Name to foch idle purpofos 
and will revenge the diflionour that you do him by it. * 
z. Secondly , The Name of God is taken in vain, when it is 

ufod without due confideration and reverence: Whenfoever 
we make mention of him, we ought (erioufly to ponder his 
infinite Great neft and Glory, and to bow our hearts in the 
deeped proftration before that Name, to which all the Pow¬ 
ers in Heaven and Earth bow down with mod humble V©. 
neration. But is it poflible for thofe who (peak of God 
promifcuoufly and at random, is it pofiible that they (hould 
utter his Name with Reverence, when all the reft of the 

Dif- 
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Dilcourfe is nothing but Froth and Levity ? Nay, if they 
be reproved tor it, will they not alledge that for their Ex- 
cufe that which is tln.it very Sin, That they did not confi- 
der it? And what! .will you dare to bolt out the great 
Name of the great God without confidering it ? Is that a 
Name to be (ported with, and to be toft too and fro upon 
every light and vain Tongue ? The tongue of Man is cal¬ 
led his glory. P/a/. 57 8. Avtake up my glory. And (hall 
the glory of Man, be the di(honour of God ? (hall that 
which was created to be a principal Inftrument of magni¬ 
fying and exalting Gods Name, run it over without affecti¬ 
on or reverence ? Thole things which we molt of all con¬ 
temn and defpile, we u(e as by-words and Jay no great ftre(s 
nor fence upon them. And truly when we fpeak of God, 
without confidering how great, how glorious and excellent 
a Being he is, how holy, juft, and powerful, we do but make 
him a by-word, which is the higheft contempt and indig¬ 
nity that can be caft upon him. And therefore the beft 
means that can be u(ed to (ecure us from that Habit and 
wicked Cuftom,' that many of us have inured ourlelves un¬ 
to, of taking God's Name in vain, is ferioufly to confider 
whole Name it is, even the Name of the great God who is 
prelent with thee, and hears thee pronounce it: That God 
to whom the greateft and moft glorious Things compared, 
are bafe and vile Nothings: That God who is jealous of his 
Honour, and will dreadfully revenge himfelf upon the Con¬ 
temners of it. And if thou haft but wrought thele Confi- 
derations into thine heart, and habituated them to thy 
thoughts, thou wilt for ever be afraid to fpeak of his Ma- 
jefty vainly and irreverently. 

Thirdly y The Name of God is taken in vain when it is 3 * 
uled to an undue and unlawful a<ftion, efpecially when it is 
brought to confirm a Fallhood either in Perjury or Herefie, 
which is a moft horrid Impiety: And tlierefore it is obler- * 
ved, that the (ame word w r hich is here rendered Vain, fig- 

nifies 
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nifies alfo Falfe or Deceitful: So that this Precept, Thou 
fhalt not take the name of the Lard thy God in vain, may 
be rendered alfo, Thou Jhalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in faljhood. Not that this is the only unlawful u- 
iing of it, but that this is the chief and moft notorious a- 
buling of it: And indeed what greater fin can there be, than 
to bring God to be a Witnefs to Our Lye ? to make him. 
who is Truth itfelf atteft that which is falfliood and De-' 
ceit. And therefore Proverbs 30. 9. Agur prays againft 
pinching Poverty, as well as fuperfluous Riches, Left, faith 
he, He poor , andfteal , and take the name: of my God in vain. 
That is, left Poverty compel me to Real, and fear of Shame 
or Punifhment tempt me to Swear-by the Name of the 
great God, that I have not done it. This indeed is to take 
God’s Name in vain in the Worft and liigheft fence. 

Suffer 'me now to dofe uj> this with fome Pra&ical Ap¬ 
plication of it to your Conferences: =; 

1. Fir ft. Let this convince you of thegreatnefs and lief 

noufnefs of this Sin, and deeply humble you that have been 
guilty of it. I well know, that the commonnefs, whether 
of God's Mercies towards us, or of our Sins againft him, 
takes off much from our Obfervatiorr, and abates them 
both in our Eftimate: And becaufe this is fo common a Sin 
almoft in the mouths of all Perfons, our ears are fb beaten 
to it, that we now little regard it. Poffibly fhould we hear 
a Devil incarnate belch out fome direful Gath, we fhould 
ftart and tremble at it: but when we hear the Name of the 
great God, and our only Lord, flip along in fome trifling 
and impertinent Difcourfe, this we take no notice of; and 
the commonnefs of the Sin hath almoft ftifled all Reproofs : 
I befeech you Chriftians confider, 

1. Fir ft, That we are not to weigh Sins by the Opinion of 

Men, but by the Cenfure and Sentence of God: He hath 
no more allowed you to take his Name in vain, than he 
hath to blafpheme it: The irreverent ufing of it is as ex¬ 
prefly 
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4 prefly forbidden, as the abjuring and curflng of it: And when 
the Law of God hath not dilpenfed with us, it is moll in¬ 
tolerable prefumption tliat we lhould dare to dilpenfe with 
ourlelves. 

Again confider, thou that Iporteft avVay the Name of x. 
God. in tby ordinary Prattle, what wilt thou have to relie 
Upon in thy .greateft dillreflcs: The wile Man tells us, Prov. 

18.10. The name of the Lord is a ft rung tower; the righte¬ 
ous runneth unto it and it faved. But alas, what comforp 
canlt; thou find in the Name of God in thy greateft necet 
flties* fince it isvthe £ame Name thou haft uled and worn 
out b efore in the. meaneft and moft trivial concerns: Thdu 
haft already taUct-away the: ftrength and vertue of it, and 
wife.fondly find: knoare luppdrt from it in thy Tribulation 
than thoh gaveft reverence unto it in thy Converfation! 

Let us then; :be more cautious than to Ipend lo excellent a 
Remedy againft allFears, and Sorrows, and Afflictions’, vain¬ 
ly and unphJfitahlyj Thy name , faith the Spoule, » an ohtt- Cant a. 3. 
ment paned forthj But'certainly if upon every flight oc- 
Qafion we bleak the Box,, and expofe the Name of God to 
cotamch Air* it will in time, lole its Icent and vertue, and 
when we.hstven moll heed of it, lhafl find no refrelhment, 
nOiComfortiaif. Befides, ; ; . . * 

ir Th(rrdly, This common and irreverent ufing of the Name J* 

pLGod, will-infenfihly over-lpread as with a Spirit of Pro- 
phanenels^ -we (hallby degrees arrive so a plain contempt 
of God, whoin we thtis>houdy and unnfeceflarily take into 
our mouths: For what .die is this bit to make ourfelVei 
rud&and famiBiar with fhat' infinfo Majefty, towards whom 
the proftmndeft teftimonies of relpeCl and reverence muft 
fall infinitely Ihort of exprefling our due diftance ? But by 
tifulg his Name vulgartyvand ptoniiftmotifly, what do we 
ej&jqbut/make it our fport, awd’bbw it bp and down with 
eYBryiitflbbr^th, a^Ghikiren dot>ubblds>inthe Air i . > 
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4. Again, canft thou in Duty eafily compofe thylelf to re¬ 
verence the holy and dreadful Name or God, when thou 
haft thus accuftomed thyfelf to name him without any ve¬ 
neration or relpecft in thy common Dilcourfes ? Certainly 
it is the hardeft thing imaginable to make the heart fall 
down proftrate before that God whom thou invokeft in' 
Prayer, when once thou art ufed to invoke him (lightly in 
- thy ordinary Converfe. 

Let me therefore befeech you, O Chriftians, as you ten¬ 
der his Glory, of which he is jealous, whenloever you (peak 
of God, or but mention his Name, you would do it with 
an holy Awe and Dread of his Divine Majefty • that you- 
would lerioufly confider, that that Name to which every 
Knee bows, both of things in Heaven, and things on Earth, 
and things under the Earth, whether they be Angels or De¬ 
vils, requires from you more refped and honour than to be 
idly blurted out with every rafh and foolilh expreflion. • ’• 
And you who are Mailers of Families, and have Chih 
dren and Servants committed to your Care, beware that' 
you flop this growing Sin in them betimes. It is the fin 
and lhame of Parents, that they faffer little Ones to lifp the 
Name of God, and to learn the firft fyllables and rudiments 
of Oaths and Curies before they can well (peak, whereby 
they lay a deep foundation for their future Impiety,..and 
thereby bring the guilt of the next Generation upon us, 
who by indulging them in thele young fins, do but intro¬ 
duce thole habits-of Wickednels into them, which perhaps 
cm never afterwards be rooted our. ■ 
x. There is alfo another kind of taking the Name of God 
in vain ,* and that is in our Duties and holy Performances. 
And this is done two ways: 

1. , Fir Si t When in out Prayers we ask thole things, of jGod 

which are unlawful^ or unwarrantable \ as. when wepray. 
on the behalf of our Lulls* to,obtain provifion to fiilfil thetn/ 
Jam. 4. 3. Teak arnifi, that ye mayconjumt it ufonyour tufts. 

When 
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When we pray out of Envy, Malice, and Revenge, that God 
would make him (elf a Party in our unreafonable and an¬ 
gry Quarrels. Such Prayers as theft are vain,* for what 
we thus defire either (hall not be granted unto us, or if it be 
ihall be granted unto us in w rath. 

Secondly , When we perform holy Duties (lightly, and a. 
without affedtion, we then likewife take the Name of God 
in vain: and therefore all Hypocritical Services, all Batto- 
logies, and heartlefs Ingeminnations, are vain, and God’s 
Name is not fandtified, but abufed in them. For what(oe- 
ver we do in fuch a manner as we may be certain God will 
not accept, is done in vain: Now God will accept of no Per¬ 
formance which is not accompanied with the Heart, and fil¬ 
led with mod devout Affedtions; and therefore they are 
performed in vain, and to no other effedt, but to increale 
our guilt and our condemnation. Such Invocations are but 
Scodings of God ; and all the motions of our Lips, without 
the correfpondent miotion of our Hearts, is no better than 
making Mouths at God. 

Thirdly , There is al(o another kind of prophaning the 3. 
Name of God, and taking it in vain, w hich is of a far high¬ 
er and more heinous nature, and that is by unlawful Oaths 
•and Execrations. 

Now an Oath in the general is a Confirmation of our 
Speeches, by calling in God to witnefs and atteft the truth 
of them. Galled therefore by Tully a Religious Affirmati- De offic. 
on;' And it is of two kinds , l. 3. 

Affertory* and ; * 

Promifiory. 

The former, when w'c affert that fuch a thing either hath 
-been, or is ; or die latter, w-hen we ingage that for the fu¬ 
ture it (hall be, and be performed by us: which Oath we , 
do fufltciently, and with a good confidence keep, if we ufe 
our utmofl indeavours to accomplilh what we havd thus 
Iworn, although the effedt may be impeded by many invrn- 

Z cible 
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cible Obftacles intervening. 

Now becaufe a Spirit of Errour and Giddinefs hath fei- 
zed on fome Perfons, who think that every Oath is unlaw¬ 
ful, and the taking of the holy and reverend Name oP God 
in vain, and fo a violation of this Commandment j I fhali 
therefore briefly date that much-controverted Quedion, 
Whether at any time, or in any circumftances it be lawful 
for a Chridian to aflume the Name of God in an Oath ? 
and then I fhali proceed to fhew you what Oaths are unlaw¬ 
ful, and execrable Sins. 

For the fird, I aflert, That an Oath is fo far from being 
always flnful; that it is fometimes a Duty, yea,an Adi of Re¬ 
ligion, and part of the Service and Worfhip of God ; and 
therefore not oncly lawful but neceflary. This we find 
Dent. 6. 1 3 . Thou Jhalt fear the Lord thy God , and ftrve 
him , and jhalt fwear by his name. Yea, the Pfalmid men¬ 
tions it as a matter of Exultation, as it' fome notable Service 
p/at. 63. were done by it unco God, Every one that fweareth by him 
ii- Jfballglory. And if we confiilt the approved Examples of 
holy Men in Scripture, we fhali frequently find them ei¬ 
ther exacting Oaths from others, or cite themfelves invo¬ 
king the Teltimony of the mod high God, to confirm the 
Truth of what they fpeak; the \ laces are too numerous to 
be cited, and too well known to need it: But becaufe the 
great Cavil againd thele, is that they are only Authorities 
produced out of the Old Tedament, and we are now o- 
bliged by the Precepts of a Superiour Law-giver, the Lord 
Jefiis Chrift ; therefore, I fay, in anfwer, That the Objecti¬ 
on argues too great a vilifying and contempt of thofe Sa¬ 
cred Oracles, which Were given to the Chur^i, by the 
hand of Mofes ; and that things of a Moral nature, as an 
Oath is, cannot in one Age of the World be a Duty, and in 
another a Sin, when it is attended with the fame Circum¬ 
ftances. And yet further, for their fatisfaCtion, let us fee 
what is fpoken concerning Oaths in the New Teftament, or 

in 
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in the Old relating to it: In the Old we have a Prophefy of 
what Ihould be hereafter in the times of' the Gofpel ; Ifai. 
4J. 23. I have fworn by myfelf , the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteouJheJS, and Jhall not return , that unto me eve¬ 
ry knee JhaU, bow , and every tongue Jhall /wear. And again, 
Jer. iz. 1 6. And it Jhall come to pafl, if they will diligently 
learn the ways of my people , to fwear by my name , then Jhall 
they be built in the mid ft of my people. But yet if neither 
of thefe will fuffice, let us fee iomc more immediate con¬ 
firmation of this out of the New Teftament itfelf: We find 
St. Paul himfelf more than once attefling the truth of thole 
grave and weighty Matters which he delivers in his E- 
piftles, by calling God to witnefs, which is the very form 
and nature of an Oath: So z Cor. i. 23. I call God for a 
record upon my foul, that to fpareyou I came not as yet to Co¬ 
rinth. And fo again Phil. 1. 0. God is my record , how 
greatly I long after you all. And what other than a kind of 
Oath is that vehement Afleveration of the fame Apoftle, 
1 Cor. jf. 3 1. J protett by your rejoycing which I have in 
Chrift-Jefus , I die daily. And again Rom. 9. 1. / fay the 
truth in Chrift, I lie not. And if you would yet have an 
‘ Example fomewhat more perfe#, we may fee it in the pra- 
< 5 tice of an holy Angel, Revel. 10. 6 . The angel Jlood upon 
the fea , and upon the earth , and lifted up his hand to heaven , 
and fware by him that liveth for ever and ever , who created 
heaven , and earth , and the things in them, that there Jhould 
be time no , longer. So that you do abundantly fee by all 
thefe Infiances, that it is not fimply and univerfally unlaw¬ 
ful to afiume the holy Name of God in an Oath, and to call 
him in to be a Witnefs to the Truth of what we affirm. 

The grand Obje&ion that lies againft this, is taken from 
two places of Scripture; the one is that of our Saviour, 
Matth. 5. 34, 35'. But I Jay up to you , Swear not at all; nei¬ 
ther by heaven, for it is God's throne .* nor by the earth , for 
it is his footjlool ■: neither by Jerufalem, for it is the city of 
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the great King. Neither Jkalt thou /wear by thy head, be- 
caufe thou cantf not make one hair white or llacK. But let 
your commnication be. Tea,yea; Nay , nay: for whatfoever 
is more then this , cometh of evil. Can any thing be more 
exprefs agamlt all manner of Oaths than this, where we 
have a cautious Enumeration of many of them which were 
mod vulgar and common ? The other place is that of St. 
James , Chap f. ir. But above all things, my brethren,fivear 
not , neither hy heaven, neither hy the earth, neither by any &- 
ther oath; but let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay ; faff 
you fall into condemnation. Can any thing be more exprels, 
or more commanding than this. Above all things, my bre¬ 
thren; and, Lett you fall into condemnation ? 

But for Anfwer to this, we muffc know. That our Sa¬ 
viour, and his Apoflle, do not here limply and abfolutely 
condemn all Oaths," but onely that common and profufe 
(wearing which the Scribes and Pharifees taught chrruptly 
to be no fin: For in this point of Oaths they had divulged 
among the People three falfe Traditions ; the one was, ; Tiiat 
it was lawful for them to fivear commonly, and without re- 
ftraint, by any Creature. . The other was, That that was 
no binding Oath, wherein the Name of God was not expreC 
ly ufed ; and therefore though they fhould fivear by Crea¬ 
tures, yet were they not perjured, although they fhould 
rtot perform what they thus uttered ; except feme few Ca¬ 
fes wherein Intereft made them cqnfdencious. This we 
have Matth. 13. 16,17,18. fVo unto you , ye Mind guides , 
which fay , Whofoever fhallfweat by the temple, it is nothing: 
and whofoever Jhall Jwear by the altar, it is nothing. That 
is, they taught that fuch an Oath was not obligatory, be- 
caufe it was only by Creatures. And yet even here they 
excepted fuch Oaths as were conceived and uttered by the 
Gold of the Temple, or the Gifts on tile Altar, out of a po¬ 
litick Covetoufnefs ; that by To great a reverence fhewn to 
the Gifts that were offer’d, die People might'be induced to 
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offer more freely, and by that means their fhare of them 
might.be the larger. 

A third falfe Do&rine that they tauglit, was, That com¬ 
mon fwearing was no fin, although it were by the great 
God, if what they fware were true. And by this they give 
(cope and liberty to confirm all that they laid with an Oath, 
if they only took care to utter nothing that was falfe. 

Now only againll thefe three corrupt Traditions, are our 
Saviours, and theApoftle’s words directed : 

11 For it is Perjury to violate an Oath conceived by 
Creatures, and that becaufe of the near relation that all 
Creatures have unto God the great Creator. This reafon 
our Saviour mentions in the fore-named place, Swear not 
by heaven , for it is God's throne; nor by the earth , for it is 
hrs footftool; nor by Jerufalem , for it is the city of the great 
King. And more exprefly Matth. zy zz. He that jhall 
/wear by heaven, fweareth by the throne of God, and him that 
jitteth thereon't even ,as he who fhall jwear by the temple, 
fweareth by it, and by him tloat dwelleth tJjerejn. And fo 
by the fame proportion of reafon, whofoever fhall fwear 
by any Creature, doth alfo virtually fwear by the Almigh¬ 
ty Creator of it: And therefore it is as much Perjury to 
faffify an Oath made by any of the Creatures, as though it 
were made by the great God himfelf ,* becaufe the Crea¬ 
tures are all of, and from God. And, 

z. Although it Be Perjury to falfify an Oath taken by a 
ny Creature, yet it is a fin li.kewife, and utterly unlawlul 
to make any fuch Oath, intbmuch-as it is an idolatrous' 
aferibing a Religious Worftnp unto theCreature which Ls 
due to God only. And in this fence efpccially, I under- 
ftand thefe words of our Saviour, Swear not at all • i. e. 
by any Creature; -And this tiie following Enumeration of 
Heaven,-and Earth,^and -jerufalem, and their Head, which 
were the ufual forms of titeif Oaths, and by w hich our Sa¬ 
viour forbids them to fwear, doth clearly prove to be his 
true meaning. Thef e 
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3. 3. Thefe places teach that it is a fin to fwear at any time, 

or by any thing, although the great God himfelf, uqnecef- 
farily and arbitrarily : And therefore fwear not at all, un- 
lefs feme juft reafon, and cogent neceiiity conftrain you 
to call in (o great a Teftimony to confirm the truth of 
what you (peak: For common and quotidian fwearing is 
an high contempt and irreverence (hewn to the Majefty of 
that God whom we bring in to atteft to every trifle and 
frivolous thing we utter. And this 1 take to be the true 
fence and meaning of thefe places of Scripture j and that 
they do not fimply and abfblutely condemn all manner of 
Oaths, but the corrupt Do&rine of the Scribes and. Pliari- 
fees, and the corrupt Pra&ice of their Difeiples, who thought 
it no fin to fwear lamilliarly, if (o be that they did not fwear 
falfly. So that the meaning of, Swear not at all,.is. Swear 
not unneceflarily and voluntarily. 

Now to make an Oath lawful, it muft have thefe three 
Qualifications mentioned by the Prophet, Jer. 4. 2. Thou 
fbalt fwear , the Lord liveth , in truth , in judgment, and in 
right eoufnefi. 

j # Fir A warrantable Oath muft be accompanied with 

Truth, for it is taken in the Name of the God of Truth: 
Jfai. 69. 15-. He that fweareth in the earth , Jhall fwear ly 
the God of truth. And therefore it behoves him to conu- 
der, whether what he depofeth be Truth, or not; yea,, 
moreover, we muft be fully certain, that the thing is as we 
atteft it: For a Man may be guilty of Perjury in fwearing 
that which is true, if he either believe it othenvife, or be 
doubtful of it. And therefore he that is called to give his 
Oath, muft look to thefe two things: 

x. 1. That his Words agree with his Mind. 

2. a. That the Thing agree with his Words. 

He who fails in the fecond, is pnof, a falfe Swearer: 
He who fails in the firft, is i-n&ptuxi , a Forfwearer; and in 
both is a perjured Perfon. 

Secondly , 
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Secondly , A lawful Oath muft be taken in judgment, diC 
creetly and deliberately, advifing and pondering with our 
(elves ^before we fwear: And here we muft confider both 
the Matter, whether that be right and good j and the Ends, 
whether they are duly propounded by us. And there are 
but two Ends that can warrant an Oath j one is the Bene¬ 
fit of ourfelves or others: the other is the Glory of God. 
And whomever (hall fwear without a due confideration of 
thefe Ends, and an holy and fincere defire to accomplifli 
them by his Oath, he fwears ralhly and unwarrantably. 

thirdly , A lawful Oath muft be taken in Righteoufnefs 
and Juftice: And therefore it is very wicked to bind our 
(elves by an Oath, or Vow, to do things that are either im-* 
poflible or finful. 

Fir ft, The Matter of a juft Oath ought to be poflible ,• 
and therefore we fee how cautious Abrahams Servant was, 
when his Matter made him fwear, to take a Wife for his 
Son Ifaac , of his Kindred, Gen. 14. y. Peradventure the wo¬ 
man will not be willing to follow me into this land. And fb 
(hould we in all our promiftory Oaths, caution and limit 
them with thofe reafonable Exceptions, of as far as we know, 
and can lawfully indeavour. 

Secondly , The Matter of a juft Oath muft be not only 
poflible, but lawful and honeft too ; for if. it be unlawful, 
we are neceflarily inlnared in fin; for either we muft vio¬ 
late God’s Command, or our own Oath. And therefore it 
was a moft wicked Oath in the Jews, who combined toge¬ 
ther againft Paul , and bound tliemlelves under a Curie, that 
they would neither eat nor drink, till they had killed him. 
Ana lb every Oath which ingageth Men to Sedition, di- 
fturbance of Government, and Rebellion, is in itfelf an un¬ 
lawful Oath, and obligeth them to nothing but to repent of 
it, and renounce it. 

According to thefe three Quallifications muft every Oath 
be regulated, elfe it is not a lawful Oath, but an horred 
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Contempt of God, and taking of his Name in vain. 

But to fpeak no more concerning lawful Oaths, let us 
-now confider thofe which are too common among us,* fuch 
I mean which are apparently unlawful and finful. 

Two things make an Oath unlawful j 
Falfhood, and 
Rafhnefs. 

Firft , When it is Falfe : And this indeed is a mod de- 
Iperate fin, to vouch a Lye upon God’s credit, and to fa¬ 
ther a Falfhood upon him who is the God of Truth, yea, 
Trutli itfelf. This manifefts the highefl Contempt of God, 
when we call him to witnefs that which the Devil prompt¬ 
ed us to fpeak. Should not we ourfelves take it for an 
high Affront and Indignity, to be made Vouchers of other 
Mens Lyes, and Tales and Properties to put off their Falf 
hoods ? How much more then, is it a mod hellifh Wicked- 
nefs, committed againft the great God, to aflert a known 
Lye, and then call in God to attefl it for a truth ? Which is 
no other but to father a Brat of the Devil, who is a Lyer, 
and the Father of Lyes, upon God, w ho hates Lyers, and 
hath appointed fevere Torments for them: See how dread¬ 
fully God is incenfed by this Sin, fer. 7. 9, if, 16. where 
he fpeaks of it as almoft an unpardonable Offence, Will ye 
jleal , and murder , andfwear falfiy ? Therefore will Icaff you 
out of my fight , as I caff out your brethren. Fray not thou 
for this people , neither left up a cry not prayer for them , nei¬ 
ther make intercejfion to me : for I will not hear thee. And 
lb iZech. f. 4. fpeaking of the Curfe that fhould go forth over 
the face of the whole Earth, / will bring it forth , faith the 
Lord of hofis , and it fhall enter into the houfe of the thief and 
into the houfe of him that Jweareth falfiy by my name : and it 
fhall remain in the midff of his ho life, ana it fhall con fume it y 
with the timber thereof and with the ftones thereof 

Secondly , As falfe Swearing is a notorious prophaning of 
the Name of God, fo likewdfe ralh Sw earing in our common 

and 


Digitized by o.ooQle 



t|je Commantmwnt. 


and ordinary Difoourfes: A fin that, generally abounds and - 
prevails amongft us ; almoft every mouth is black with 
Oaths; and we may lee the very Soot of Hell hang about 
Mens lips: Nay, I have obfer,ved it, efpecially in theie parts, 
to be not only the fin of more lewd and proffligate Wretches, 
who mouth their Oaths with found and cadence, but of thofe 
too who would be thought very fevere and ftricft Chriftians, 
who fearce Ipeak a word without a Drawle, or a fentence 
without an Oath, and who. will pule and whine even in 
Swearing itfelf. If thefe Men feparate to be better inftrufr. 
ed, I wilh with all my heart their Teachers would be plea- 
fed fo far to cohdefeend from their higher Speculations, as 
to hjftruft them, 'that to atteft any thing by their Faith, or 
by their Truth, is a wicked Oath. For all Oaths which 
are conceived by any other thing befides the great God, 
how modeft foever they. may be m their found * yet are 
moreimpious ineffe< 9 f; thari thdfe louder ones, which im¬ 
mediately cdl' God hinifelf to ivitnefs r and therefore the 
Prophet (peaks; of it as amoft heinous,- and almoft unpar¬ 
donable, fin, Jer..$.y. How Jball I pardon thee for. this ? 
thyvhildren have forfaken me, and/worn ly them that are no 
gods* i Fov finc&an Oath is a (acred thing, and part of Di¬ 
vine W carfbip,; thofe that r (wear by- any created Being 1 (as 
cettainly thei# Faith, and-TrutH, and Confidence is, if they 
have any); are guilty not only of vain Swearing, bpt of I- 
dolatry tooi . : . - 

But fome wilL (ay*\What To great jEvil can there be in 
an Oath,; aslong as it; isiTruthtwhich they aflert by it? 
This F know is the common Reply and 'Ekcufe of thofe Who' 
are guiltyof this Sin, land reproved for it. i ' »• 

.. To thus Lahfwer j Fir ft; v Although ir may be thie that 
they (peak^, y et;>it\ is-.a moft provoking fin, fo far tod©-' 
bdfe the dioly andireVefend:Name of God, lasrljtp bring itw 
atteft: every trivial and impejncinenr-thihg they; utter j 4nd if 
it be by any Creature, it is by fo muchtheworle. NoOatfl 
"' **- A a is 
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is in. itfelf fimply good, and voluntarily to be tried:;, bat 
* two j°oly as. Medicine are, K in. cafe, oft npcdfity. Bat to trie. 
fed hu4* it ordinarily and indifferently, without being oonftrained' 
tummibi by any cogent Necdfity, or. called, to it by any lawfiilAu- 
tlwrity, is Indi a fin as wears off allReverence and Dread; 
Zjftatt *'°* the.great <3odj and we have very great caufe to fu~ 
cmpuifur, fiped, that where, his Name is lb. much .upon the. Tanguy 
dm vide- t j^ re his Fear is.but little in the Heart. 

ro non mi - i . 

hi credi nifi foci am , & ei qui miki non credit non exfedire qtfid nm credit. Aug. $£mu 
18. de verb. Apolu * 

MtAfc-n# Jjiieiftr* TfffeiP mei ofjcoP tp fri.TXWtrffy T*' 

[wJi in to if 7n&.vj-x*pyj*Aji hc if hfy* Wf 

CtK\ Sf 010V71 Th^HV iviv t(w Cf 7 W, AfAyj&jjUf n(4HU *) ™Tt.9Ty*&+ 

fjuA i aaw tSv toihtvv (jtotucIa ?&^mtvnu ei fii J)a pivnf oa t* fyt* AKe^sdAf. x Hip-, 

rocles in Carm. Pyth. z. ( 

x. Secondly y Though thou (weareft that winch is true, yet 
cuftomary Swearing to.* Truths will infenfibly bring thee* 
to fiwearFahhoods; for when .once thou- 
• y 7? art habituated to it, an Oath wiff be- more 

r> <?” "irZtZ'Zr" rndy tq,thee than a Trath< and fo when 
hMU.Mmnfw,.ram. *°» rartilyboiKftout fomewhat that i» 
tnmlj y that'they may net either doubtful or Me, thou wilt leal# 
fivear faljly. o£™$<tr vt- up, and confirm.it with an .Oath, before 
snmifJfi w' tut. « f*» thou haft had time to confider.whdt thou 
wmyftinbA*™< Hi- haft laid, or what thou art {wearing: For 

erodes m Cartn. Pyth. 2 . thofe who accuftom themfelves. to this 

Vice, lofe the novation of it in.the. fre- 
quency ; and it you reprove., them for¬ 
swearing, they will be ready to .{wear again, that they- did 
Aug. *d not (wear. And therefore it is well oblerved of St. A** 
Milamm.fi/ne : Melius uec ven/m jurat nr quant jMroMiicanftutndine y 
#ep»% ^ inj>erjnr/4m fapt caditur, qf femper perjurio,propinqua- 
(mik : We ought to forhear Swehnng thati-whictois Tfutby 
for by the cuftom of Swearing, Men often times-fell into 
Perjury, and are always in danger.cf it. . 
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Now todebort you from this Sin of common Swearing, 
coflfider, 


*79 


Fir By That it is a Sin which hath very little or no tem- i. 
ptarion to commit it. The two great Baits by which the 
Devil allures Men to Wickednefs, are Profit and PIcafure : 

But now this common rath Swearing is tile mod unprofi¬ 
table barren Sin in the World: What Fruits brings it forth, 
but only the Abhorrence and Dcteftation of all feriousPer- 
lons, and the tremendous Judgment of God ? The Swear¬ 
er gains nothing by it at prelent, but only die reputation 
of being a Devil incarnate; and for the future, his gains 
lhall be only the torments of thole Devils and damned Spi¬ 
rits, whole Language he hath leirrtt and fpeaks. He tliat 
lows the Wind of an Oath, lhall reap the Whirlwind of 
God’s Fury. ' * 

Again, what PIcafure is there in it ? Which of Iris fenfes doth 
it pleale arid gratifie ? Were I an Epicure (* faith one} Irnbuld * Her- 
batt Smearing. Were Men refblved to give themfelves up tb bertV 
all manner of fenfhal Delights, yet there is lb little that can Chwrc ^' 
be drained from this common Sin, that certainly unlels they Pm ‘ ‘ 
intended to do the Devil a pfeafure, rather then themfelves, 
they would never fet their black mouths againfl: Heaven* tior 
bfalpheme the great God who fits intthroned tliere. Ask 
them why they indulge themfeives in fuch a provoking Sin; 

Why, fbme cannot forbear out of metr cuflom ; and others 
are pleas’d with the lofty found, and gentile phrafe of anOatli, 
and count it a fpecial grace and ornament of Speaking: 

And what? are thele temptations? are tliefe inch llrong. 
and mighty provocations, that you cannot forbear ? Shall 
the holy Name of the great God be torn in peices by you 
only to patch and fill up the rents of your idle Talk ? If 
this be the motive and inducement that makes you com¬ 
mit fo great a Sin, (as commonly there is no other) know, 
that you perilh as Fools perifh, and fell your Souls to Dam- 
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nation and Eternal Perdition, for very Nothing. 

Others perhaps will plead for their Excule, That they 
never ufe to fwear, but when they are vext, and put into a 
pafiion. But what a madnefs is this, when Men aiiger 
thee, to ftrike at God, and to provoke him far more than 
others can provoke thee ? If thou art never lo highly in- 
cenfed, why fhouldft thou throw thy poifonous foam in Gods 
face ? Haft thou no other way of venting thy paflion, but 
to flie in God’s face, and to revenge thylelf on him* when 
Men have injured thee ? Certainly thy paflion can be no 
more a temptation to do this, than it would be to ftab thy 
Father, becaule thine Enemy hath ftruek thee. 

i. Secondly, It is a moft foolifti Sin, becaufe it contradicts 
the very.end for which they commit it: The common 
Swearer perhaps thinks that he fhall be much the fooner 
believed for his Oaths j whereas with all ferious and judi¬ 
cious Perfbns there is nothing that doth more lighten the 
credit of his Speeches, than his rafh binding and confirm¬ 
ing the truth of them by (wearing. For what reafon have 
I to think that Man fpeaks truth, who,doth fb far fiilped: 
himfelf, as to think what he relates is pot credible, unlels 
he fwear to it: And certainly he that owes God no more 
refped, than to violate the fandity and reverence bf his 
Name upon every trifling occafion, cannot eafily be thought 
to owe the Truth fo much refped as not to violate it, e- 
fpccially confidering that there are far ftropger temptati¬ 
ons unto Lying than unto Swearing. 

3. Thirdly , Confider that the Devil is the Author and Fa¬ 

ther, not of Lying only, but of Swearing alfo: Let your yea, 
be yea-, and your nay,nay ; faith our Saviour, for wbatfoever 
is wore than thefe , cometh of evil. Mat.5. 37. U to 6%* 

i e. it cometh of the Evil One, who is Itill prompting the 
Swearer, and putting Oaths upon the tip of his Tongue. ; 
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I lhall now give you fbme Rules and Directions, by the 
Obfervance of which you may avoid this too common Sin, 
and fo conclude this Subject. 

Fir if, Beware of the firfl. rudiments and beginnings of I. 
Oaths, if thou wouldft not learn them. And fuch are a 
company of idle words frequently ufed in the mouths of 
many, which formerly were bloudy Oaths, but are now 
worn to raggs, and difguifed into imperfect founds and 
nonfence: tew that fpeak them know what they mean; 
but if they did, certainly they would tremble at fuch ex¬ 
ecrable words that hide and diflemble the molt horrid Oaths 
that can be uttered: Some of them being blafphemous, as 
thole that are conceived by the Limbs of God j and others 
being idolatrous,as thofe which are conceiv’d by Creatures ; 
as in that ordinary By-word of Marry , which is no left 
than fwearing by the Virgin Mary. And it is a notable 
Artifice of the Devil to bring fuch foolifh and mafqued 
words into common ufe, that both they may fwear that ufe 
them, although they know it not ; and that by ufing them- 
felves to unknown Oaths, they may be brought in time to 
take up thofe that are known. : 

Again, all vehement Afleverations have in them fpme* 
what of the nature, and are dangerous beginnings of Oaths: 

And thofe who do accuftom themfelves to them, will in 
time think them not forcible enough to confirm their 
Speeches, and fo be brought to attqft them by Oaths: 

Make nothing therefore the pawn and pledge pf a Trutli, 
but fpeak it out fimply and nakedly as it is in.itfelfj and 
this will fooncr conciliate belicfj than the moft flrong and 
binding Afleverations that thou canfl invent. This Sin of 
Svyearing is flrangly growing and thriving ,* for by a cm 
flomary ufing of Afleverations, w r c fhall inl,enfibly upon e 7 
very occafion be tripping upon an Oath $ and' a cuftom of 
Swearing will at length bring in Perjury; and a cuftom of 

Per- 
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Perjury, Bkrfphemy, fend make tliem. deny that God by 
Whom they have fo often fbrfwom riiemfelves, and yet g6 
, unpunifht. Beware therefore that you allow not yoiir 
(elves any form of Afleveration ; but let your yea, le yea\ 
, and your nay, nay, proceed no further, for Chrift hath al¬ 
lowed you no more. 

II. Secondly , Subdue as much as you can, all inordinate paC 
fion and anger: For anger is dually the cau(e and provo¬ 
cation of Oaths and Blafphemies. Anger is a (ire in the 
heart, and (wearing is the fmoke of this fire that break 
forth at the mouth : And thofe who ate violently hurried 
with this paffion, do dually find nothing fo ready at hand 
as an Oath; which, if they cannot be revenged on him 
whom they conceit to have done them the injury, they 
fling againft Heaven itlelf, and thereby (eem to take ah im¬ 
pious revenge upon the Almighty Goa. 

III. Thirdly , Labour to poflefs thy heart, and over-awe it 
with the moft ferious confideratiorts and apprehenfrons of 
the Greatnels and Majefty of God. This will be a good 
Prefervative to keep thee from abufing and prophaning his 
Name in common and rafh Swearing: Is he the great and 
terrible God of Heaven and Earth, and fhall I put that In¬ 
dignity upon him, to call him from his Throne to witnefs 
every Vanity and Trifle that I utter ? Would I ferve any 
mortal Man (o, whom I refpedt ? or would not lie account 
it an Affront and Injury done him ? How much more then 
will the great God be provoked, who is fo great and glo¬ 
rious, that it tires the conceptions of Angels to apprehend 
his Majefty, how much more will he be provoked to have 
his Name, which he hath commanded to be (acred and re¬ 
verend, daily rub’d and worn out between thofe lips tliaC 
talk (b many light, foolilh, and impertinent Vanities. 

There 
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There are feveral other Violations of this third Com¬ 
mandment j as Blalphemy, ralh Vows, unneceflary Lots,&V. 
which being chiefly to be condemned upon the lame ac- 
' count as Swearing, and a vain irreverent Invoking the Name 
of God, I ihall not treat of them particularly, but leave the 
fins and guilt of them to be eftimated, together with a due 
confideration of the feveral circumftances that attend them. 

The great pofitive Duty required in this Command, is 
the reverencing and lan&ifying the Name of God, whenfo- * 
ever we make mention of him, or of any thing that relates 
unto him. But becaufe I have in a former Treatife fpoken 0* thefi- 
concerning that Subject, I (hall therefore wave it at prefent condp '“- 
and here put an end to jhe Expofition of this Third Com- 
mandment. f 


The 
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T« E FOURTH 


COMMANDMENT. 


iBtmember tlje &abbatt) 3 Dap, to ftccft it 
$oip. &«2>ai»sft)att ttwu labour, atio 
on au tbp®no?&. ffint tJjt ;g>ebmtt) a>aj» 
to tbe. &abbat$ of tyt i£o?t> tbp ®iO :• to 
it tbon fljatt not bo anr ttootb* SCjjow, 
no? tbp ^on, no? tb? ©angbtet, no? 
ffjp spatFSietbant, no? tbp #a«*^>er* 
bamt, no? tt)P Atraftoer ttet igiwtjitn 
tbp <®ates!. $ o? to &iv atoito J«?o 
ntabe $eaben ano ©attb, tbeStfa, anb 
all that to tfymi to, ano tetteo tbt dt- 
lrentb 3Pap: ®af)etefo?6 tbe Eo?b bleffeo 
tin ^abbatij a>ap, anb bauotbto it. 


*; • . 


W E are now arrived, in purfuartce of our defigned 
. Method; to the Fourth, and, Laft Comrnandmeqt of 
the Firft Table; and with the Expofition of this, I, fhall 
Ihut up the .Consideration of thole Dudes which do imme¬ 
diately concern the Worihip apd Service of Gpd. \ - 

Bb We 
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We have already obferved, as a great deal of Wifdom and 
. . Excellency in the Matter of each Command, Io a great deal 
of Heavenly Art in the Method and Digeftion of them. 
And upon (erious Reflexions on both, we may very well 
conclude, that they are as well the contrivance of the Di¬ 
vine Underftanding, as the ingraving of Jjis Finger. 

The Firft requires that which is firft and principally to be 
regarded, viz. The inward Veneration of the true Gbd, in 
the deareft Love, and higheft Efteem, and choiceft AffeXi- 
ons of a pious Soul. 

The Second in joyns the external Expreflions of this Re¬ 
verence, in the proftration of the Body, and other AXs of 
viflble Worfhip. For altho God chiefly regards the Heart, 
and the Frame and Dilpofition of the Inward Man; yet he 
negleXs not to oblerve the due Compofure of the Body, as a 
Teftimony of the Soul’s Sincerity. 

And as this requires us to honour the Majefty of God in 
our Geftures; lb the Third requires us to glorify the Holy 
and Reverend Name of God in all our Speeches and Di& 
trourles,' never to make mention of it but with that Prepofi- 
ieflion of Holy Awe and Dread that might compole us into 
all poflible Gravity and Serioufnefs. 

And becaule every thing is beautiful in its Sealon, there¬ 
fore we have fubjoined to all thele a particular Command, 
concerning the time wherein God prelcribes all thefe to be 
more efpedially tendred unto him. And this is that Precept 
which we have now under Confideration j Remember the 
Sabbath Day, to keep it Holy , &c. 

In the Words we have a Command, and thelnforcement 
of it. 

■ ’ The Command is to fanXify the Sabbath. 

And this is juftly obfervable, in that whereas all the reft 
are (imply either Pofitivc, or Negative, this is both. 

Remem- 
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Remember to keep it Holy : and, in it thou jhalt not do any 
Work. As if God took an efpecial care to fence us in on all 
Sides to the Obfervation of this Precept. 

The Inforcement alio is more particular,and with greater' 
Care and Inftance, than we find in any other Command. 
For God hath here condefcended to ufe three cogent Argu¬ 
ments to prefs the Obfervation of this Law upon us. 

. The Firft is taken from his own Example, whom, cer* 
tainly, it is our Glory, as well as our Duty, to imitate in all 
Things, in which he hath propounded himfelf to be our 
Pattern. The Lord refied the Seventh Day , and therefore reft 
ye alfo. 

The Second, From that bountiful and liberal Portion of 
Time that he hath allowed us for the Affairs and Bufinefs of 
this prefent Life, Six Days jhalt thou labour , and do ad thy 
Work', and therefore it is but fit and equitable, that the 
Seventh fhoukf be given to God, who hath fb freely given 
the reft to thee. , 

; The Third, From the Dedication of this Day to his own 
immediate Worfhip and Service; The Lord blejfed the Sab¬ 
bath Day t and hallowed it. So that it is no lefs a Sin than Sa- 
criledg, and ftealing of that which is Holy, to purloin any 
part of that time which God hath thus confecrated to him¬ 
felf, and to imploy it about either finful or fecular 
Actions. 


I fhall begin with the Command, Remember the Sabbath 
Day , to keep it Holy. 


The Word Sabbath , fignifies Reft, and Ceffation from La¬ 
bour; and it is applied unto feveral Things. 


r Temporal Sabbath, or the recurring 

leventh Day or Year, which we are now treating of. And 

Bb 2 be- 
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becaufe this was the moft principal Day of the Week, 
therefore we find that the whole Week is denominated from 
it, a Sabbath, Luke io. 12. Mat. 28.1. 

Secondly) It fignifies a Spiritual Reft, a Reft from the 
Slavery and Drudgery of Sin, and thole fordid Labours 
which the Devil, our grievous Task-mafter, exa&s of us. 
And of this Spiritual.Sabbath, the Temporal oneisaSign 
and Type. So Exod. 31.13. My Sabbaths ye {ball keep : for 
it is a Sign between me and you, —— that ye may know that 1 
- am the Lord, that doth fanBify you. 

Thirdly It is ufed like wile, to fignify the eternal Reft of 
theBleffed in Heaven,where they reft from ail their Labours, 
and from all their Sorrows, in the full Fruition of the ever- 
blefled God, and of all Blelfednfcls in him. So the Apoftle, 
Heb. 4. 0. There remaineth 4 Reft unto the People of God ; 
the word is <jtt£p>aw,uos, there remaineth a Sabbath, or the 
Celebration of a Sabbath unto the People of God. 

It is only of the firft ofthefe, the Temporal Sabbath, 
that 1 am now fpeaking. And here, neither (hall I fpeak 
of the Sabbath of Years, when the Land was every leventh 
Year to reft from the Labour of Tillage and Husbandry, as 
we find it Levit. 25.4. The feventh Tear JbaUbe * Sabbath 
of Reft unto the Land ; Nor yet of the greater Sabbath' of 
the Jubilee, oblerved every fiftieth Year, at the Period of 
foven Sabbatical Years, wherein all Pofleffions and Inheri¬ 
tances which had been fold, or mortgaged, were again ta 
return to the firft Owners; which Sabbath you have de- 
foribed Levit. 25.8, &c. But I fhall only treat of the Sab¬ 
bath of Days, which this Commandment doth principally 
refpeft. And the General Heads upon which 1 fhall pro- 
wed, are thefe four. 

I. Its Primitive Inftitution. 

II. Its Morality and perpetual Obligation. 

III. Its Change from the laft to the firft Day of the Week. 

IV. The 
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IV. The manner how God hath required it to be ian&i- 
fied by us. 

' Concerning the firft. When the Sabbath was inftituted, 
there is fome difference between Learned Men: Some put , 
a.like Date upon it, and refer its beginning to the Promul¬ 
gation of the Law, or at fartheft, to the fending of Manna 
to the l[raelites. And they ground their Affertion upon 
this, That before that time we read, not in all the Hiftory 
of the Patriarchs, and firft Age$ of the World, of any 
Sabbath that was obferved and fan&ified by the holy Fa- • 
thcrs who then lived; whjch doubtlefs they would not have 
negle&ed, had any fuch Command been given them. 

Others, who I believe concur with the Truth, fetch its 
Original as high as the Creation of the World, grounding 
their Opinion upon that unanfwerable Teftimony, Gen. 2. 

2, 3. Oft the [eventh day God ended his Work which he had 
made ; and God hleffed the [eventh day, and [antfified it. Now 
that there cannot in thefe words be underftood any Pro - 
lepfis, or Anticipation, declaring that as done then, which 
was done many Ages after, appears plainly, becaufe God is. 

the Sabbath then when he refted : but he 
fecifely on the feventh Day after the Creation; 
that very feventh Day did God fan&ify, and made 
inning of all enfuing Sabbaths. So that you fee 
:h is but one day younger than Man, ordained 
the State of his Uprightnefs and Innocence, that 
ies being then holy and excellent, he might im- 
> efpecially on that Day, in the Angular aud moft 
/orfbipof God his Creator, 
ho .we find no more mention of the Sabbath, 
es had conduced the Children of l[rael into 
nefs, which was about two thoufand four hun- 
fty Years after the Creation; yet it is not to be 
hat among the People of God, who were very 
11 careful 
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careful as in obferving the Law of God themfelves, lo in 
delivering it likewife to their Pofterity, that thfe Obferva- 
rion of this Law, or of this Day utterly failed, but was 
continued among thole that feared God, till it was again 
. invigorated with new Authority by the Promulgation of 
i t from Mount Sinai. And thus much for the Inftitution. 

Secondly’, Concerning the Morality of the Sabbath, is a 
greater Controverly, and of far greater moment. Some 
loofe S^ifits contend that it is wholly Ceremonial, and lo 
utterly abolilh’d at the coming of Chrift, and will not be 
under the Rdftriftion of their Liberty in obferving any 
Days or Times. Others again make it wholly Moral, ana 
affirm, that the OblerVation of the very feventhDay from 
the Creation, is a Law of Nature, and of perpetual Obli¬ 
gation ; and therefore think themfelves bound to keep the 
Jewilh Sabbath. . 

That I may clearly ftate this obfeure and difficult Que- 
rofcft° * ft‘ on > I only premife, * That thofe things are laid to 
mum n a - he Moral and of the Law of Nature, which are in them- 
turi, & ad felves rational and fit to be done, altho there were no ex- 
eodumim- P re ^ s Command to injoyn them. So that where there is a 
peiiens, & great Equity in the thing it felf, enough to fway a rational 
a deli aoa- a nd honeft Man to the doing of it, that is, to be accounted 
hinc'dcni" Moral, and authorized by the Law of Nature. That is of 
queincipic pofitive Right which is obferved only becaufe it is com- 
^ manded, and hath no intrinfecal Goodnels, or Realbn in it felf 
ta eft, fed to commend it to our Pra&ice, but obligeth us only upon 
rum cum the Injun&ion and Authority of another. As for Inftance ; 
autem°fi” I s naturally good to obey our Parents, to abftain from Mnr- 

mui «ft der, Theft, Adultery, &c. to do to others as we would be 
“ content to be dealt with. Thefe things we are obliged unto 
cic. it u- by the very Light of Reafon, and the Principles of Nature, 
e>i>. lib. 2. altho there had been no written Law of God to impofe 
them. But then there were other things to which God ob¬ 
liged 
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liged fomc of his People, that had nothing to commend 
them befides the Authority of his Command: And fuch 
were the various Ceremonies under the Law, yea, and in 
Innocence it felf, that Prohibition given to Adam not to eat 
of the Tree of the Knowledg of Good and Evil. The for¬ 
mer fort are moral and natural Commands, the latter pofi- 
tive and inftituted. The former are commanded, becaufe 
good; the latter are good, becaufe commanded. 

Now here firft; Certain it is, that a convenient portion 
of our time is due unto the Service and Worlhip of God by 
natural and moral Right. For certainly ’tis but fit and juft 
. that he fhould have a large fhare of our Life and Time,' 
who hath given us Life and Time here upon Earth, and 
hath created us to this very end, that we might forve and 
glorify him. Yea, had it been propounded to our (elves 
how much we would have allowed for God? could we, 
without fhame and blufhing, have let apart lefs Time for 
his Service from whom we have all, than himfolf hath done ? 
This I think is by all agreed to. 

Secondly ; The Law of Nature doth not dittate to us any. 
particular Rated Days to be fet apart for the Worfhip of 
God, one more than another. For indeed there can be no 
natural reafon why this Day more than that; why every 
feventh Day, rather than every fixth, or fifth, or fourth. 
For all Days being in their own nature alike, Reafon can 
find no advantage to prefer one of them before another. 
But that which is obligatory by the Law of Nature, ought 
to be plain and evident to all Men, or elfe evidently dedu- 
cible from fome natural Principles. Now if we lay afide 
the pofitive Command of God, there is no one day in it 
felf better than other: And therefore there is a Memento 


prefixt to the Command, ( Remember that thou keep holy the 
Sabbath Day') which is not added to any other Precept; 
intimating to us, that the Obforvation of a fpecial Day 
is not a Didate of Nature, but only an Impofition of 

God, 
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God, which he requires us to remember and bear in 
Mind. 

Thirdly ; That the Seventh Day ihould be efpecially con- 
lecrated to the Service and Worrnip of God, is from his Po¬ 
fitive Will and Command; and therefore is as binding and 
forcible, as if it were a Law of .Nature ingraven on our 
Hearts; unlels the fame Authority alter it, that did firft 
injoin it. For this being a Pofitive Law, is therefore good 
and neceffary, becaufe commanded. And if it had not been 
revealed to us, we rtiould never have been obliged to rhis 
Obfervation, nor made obnoxious to Puni{hment for failing 
in it. Yet again, 

Fourthly i This Declaration of the Will of God concerning 
the Sanctification of the Sabbath, is attended with a Mjoral 
Realbn ;* and therefore is not meerly and barely Pofitive, as 
Ceremonial Laws are. Which Realbn is, that God. refted 
on the Seventh Day, and therefore we ought • lo to do. 
Now although this Realbn carries not liich, a natural .Evi¬ 
dence in it as to have obliged us, unleCs it had: been- revealed, 
yet being revealed, we may difeern. a certain Aptitude and 
Fitnels in it to oblige us totheObfervatioh'ofthe Seventh 
Day rather than.any other, fince Piety and Religion require 
that we Chould imitate God in thole tilings wherein he Would 
have us to imitate him. So that I account this pommand 
to be Moral-Pofitive. Moral, in that it requires a due porti¬ 
on of our Time to be dedicated to the Service and Worfhip 
of God; Pofitive, in that it preferibes the Seventh Day for 
that efpecial Service, which the Light and Law of Nature 
did not prefix: and mixt of both, in that it gives a realon of 
this Prefcription, which hath lomewhat of natural Equity 
in it, but yet fuch as could not have been difcovered with¬ 
out Special and Divine Revelation. 

Now becaufe the Obfervation of a Sabbath hath thus 
much of Morality, and of the Law of Nature in it, it is 
moft certain that we are bound to keep a Sabbath, as much 

as 
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as the Jews were; altho not to the Circumftancc of the 
Duty. For, 

Jfirfty This Command was obligatory even in Paradife it 
fclf in the ftate of Innocency, and therefore contains nothing 
in it unworthy the ftate of a Chriftian. It is no Ceremoni¬ 
al Command, nor to be reckoned amongft thole things which 
were typical, and prefigured Chrift to come in the Flefh; 
and therefore neither was it abolifh’d at his coming, but ftill: 
there lies a Arid and indilpenfible Obligation upon us to ob- 
ierve a Sabbath Holy unto the Lord. 

Secondly, The Reafons of this Command are all of them 
Moral and Perpetual, and therefore fuch is the Obligation of 
it to us Chriftians. v The Equity is the fame to us, that it 
was to them, w*. That we fhould allow one Day in leven 
to the Worfhip of that God, who fb liberally allows us fix 
for our ordinary Affairs. The Bale and Refrefhment of our 
Bodies from the Labours of our Callings, is as neceflary as 
then it was. And we are ftill as much obliged with Thank- 
fulnefs to remember and meditate upon the great Mercy of 
our Creation, as they were: and therefore if thefe were fuf- 
ficicnt Reafons, why the Jews fhould obforve a particular 
Sabbath, they are ftill as forcible and cogent with us. Again, 

Thirdly , Our Saviour foretelling the Deftru&ion of Jeru- 
falem , bids his Difoiples fray that their Flight might not he in i w*- 24. 
the Winter, nor on the Sabbath Day. Ana yet the Deftru&i- 2 °* 
on of that City happened about forty Years after the peath 
of Chrift: And therefore certainly thole who were his Did 
ciples, lay under, an Obligation of obferving a Sabbath-Day j 
becaule our Saviour intimates, that it would prove an heavy 
Addition to their Aftti&ion, if they fhould be forced to take 
their Flight on the Sabbath, when they ought and deftred to 
be imployed in the Spiritual Exercifo of Devotion and Holy 
Duties proper to that Day. 

But although the fandifying of a Sabbath be thus Qbli- 
gatory to Chriftians, yet it is not the fome Sabbath Day, to 
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theObfervation of-which the Jews and the People of God, 
before Chrift’s coming into the World, were boqnd. But k 
is with good Ground, and upon good Authority, changed 
from the laft to the firft Day of the Week, from Saturday 
to Sunday; called now the Lord’s Day, becaufe it was that 1 
Day of the Week on which our Lord and Saviour role from 
the Dead-; in Memory of which, andinaThankftil Ajchnowt 
ledgment of the great Mercy of our Redemption, fuilycom- 
pleated by his Refurre£tion, the Sabbath nadi been tranda¬ 
ted to this Day, and is now rightly celebrated on this Day by 
all the Churches of Chrift throughout the World. 

And this Change of the Sabbath is the third. Head, which 
Lpromiled to fpeakof. , 

Now as the firft Inftitutkm of the Sabbath was by Divine 
Authority ; 1q likewife is the Change of it. For as God 
refted from his Labour on the laft Day of the Week; id. 
Chrift refted frona all his Labour, Sorrows, and Affli&ions 
on this Day, in which he fully oompleattd the Work of our 
Redemption, and manifefted it to be perfected by his Re* 
furre&ion from the Dead. Therefore,as the Jewim 5 abbath 
was fan£frfied > becauleof the finifbing of the Work of Creati¬ 
on; fo was the Chriftian Sabbathjbecaule of the finifbing of 
•die Work of Redemption; which is of far greajser lrapor¬ 
ta nee, and therefore deferves more to be celebrated dian the 
-other. Chrift fan&ified this Day by his Refim-eStioa) and 
the- Apoftles confirmed the Obfervation of it, both by their 
Writings, and uniform Pra&ice; aad it nathfiich an iovior 
iable Stamp of Divinity upon it, tfiarnow it is no moreal^Cr 
table to the eqd of the World. 

Noris it needful thatan ex prefi . Command of Chrift: 
fhould be brought for this Change out of the New Tcfia- 
tnent *, it is fumcient if by neceflary Confequence it may be. 
deduced from Scripture. And yet, . 

’ 'Fiirtf, We have eXprefs Places of the.Scriptunc thusifar, 
'j^at-rae Firfl Day of the Week is mentioned as the ftatcfl 
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Time for Chriftians to meet together, to preachy to hear, 
and to break Bread in the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s- • 
Supper, and to perform other Duties of Religion. So 
ji£ts 20.7. Vpon the firft Dsy of the Week,when the Difciples 
ume together to break Bread, Paul preached unto them. Which 
plainly declares that the fblemn Meetings and AflembKes of 
Chriftians were then on this Day; the JewHh Sabbath’ be¬ 
ginning to wear out, and the Chriftian Sabbath, or the 
JLorelVDay, coming into its place and Read. 

Again; The publjck Collections for the poorer Saints, 
were ordain’d by the Apoftleto be riiadeortthjs day i Now 
concerning- the CeUtbHonfot the Saints: Upon thefrft Pay Of 1 cor. vs. 
the Week, Jet efoery out of you layby him in fore,’or God hath *» 2 * 
proffered him. And this very Rule and Cuftom the Apoftle 
faith he had before eftablifh’d in the Church of'the Galati¬ 
ans- j ■ Anfl why fbouldthis Day be chofen fbt theifCoile&i- 
dns,.biit.ortly because the AflemWies of ChriftfenS‘vt;erfc 
held on this Day;/and Co gave a Better Conveniency to gi- 
ther their Charity than at any other tithe ? 

Again; Sr. John faith of himfelf} thkt he sous in the Spi - Rer. 1.10. 
rif on the L or£s-Day ; which is no otherbut, this bur Cjirl- 
ftiantSabbhth, that hath rCceivCd this Title and DenonunaC 
tion. from. our Lord Cbrift. For wnat fbme fay, f hat the 
Lord’stDhy means-tid more than the Day Of the Lord’s api 
pearing .tohim,aitd-revealing tbofe mahymyfteriot^Yilions; 
is vain and dilate, and fcarce Agreeable to t he Sen ft 3qd Gra¬ 
vity of Scripture* Expreffion; It figriifies therefore rftrsDa^ 
wherein the Apoftie being in all 1 likelihood taken up with 
Spiritual Meditations, God was pleafed to gratify hifii with 
the Revelation of theft great Things, wqich were after¬ 
wards to take their Efte& and Accomplifhmeqt. 

Nqw put the force of theft Scriptures together, and they 
will certainly amount to the full proof of the Inftitution of 
this Firft-Day Sabbath. It is called the Lord ’s-Day ; it wa$ 
appointed and uftd for the AiTemblies of the Saints, for the 
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preaching and hearing of the Word, and Adminiftration of 
the Sacrament, for the Collection of Alms for the Relief of 
the Poor ; and this not in one Church only, but in other 
Churches of the Saints j and that likewife not at fome more 
Iblemn times only, but weekly. Put thefe together, and 
what more plain and evident Proof can a thing of this na¬ 
ture admit of ? 

Secondly, A lecond Argument to prove this Change, lhall 
be that which with all fober Men may be fufficiently valid, 
which is the conftant and uninterrupted PraCtice of the 
Church in all Ages, from the time of Man’s Redemption 
by the Death ana RefurreCtion of Chrift, to this very prc- 
fent Day. Chrift himfelf began the SanCtification of it by 
his Relurre&ion, on the fame Day he- appeared to his 
Difciples, and he himfelf informs them of his Refiirre&i- 
on, John 20. 19. I have already declared untd you the 
PraCtice of the Apoftles; and for the PraCtice of the Pri¬ 
mitive Church immediately after the Apoftles, allEccle- 
fiaftical Hiftories do with one confent, teftify that the 
folemn Aflemblies of Chriftians were held on this Day. 
Which unvaried Cuftom and Obfervation of the Church 
of Chrift ought to be of great weight with all folid and 
ferious Chriftians; and if we add to thislikewile the una¬ 
nimous Confent of the moft holy andfpiritual Men, who 
are generally found to be the moft ftritt Obfervers of the 
Xord’s-Day ; and laftly, the great Blefling, that God hath 
poured out upon his People in the plentiful Effufion of his 
Grace and Spirit on them in his holy Ordinances celebrated 
on this Day, it will be paft all queftion .and debate, that 
this is the Day that the Lord hath made for himfelf, and 
therefore let us be glad and rejoice therein. 

We have thus confidered the Inftitiition, Morality, and 
Change of the Sabbath. All which are the more abftrufc 
and intricate,partly from the Silence of the Scriptures,which 
leave us to collect the Truth, by Inferences and Deductions; 
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and partly from the different Opinions of Learned Men, 
whole Queries and Difputes about thele Points are So various 
and endleSs; that, as Melienate laid of Luke 2.$4. The place 
bad beeu much eafier underftood, if no Man bad attempted to 
expound it ; So 1 may Say. of the Qucftions in hand. It had 
been much eafier to determine them, if no Man had deba¬ 
ted them. I have endeavoured to make them as plain and 
' perfpicuous as the nature of the Subje& would permit, 
laying afide all contentious Arguments and needleis Cavils, 
both of one fide and the other* 

The fourth General propounded, remains qow to be con¬ 
sidered ; which as it is of greater Concernment than the 
reft, fb it is of equal Difficulty; and that is concerning the 
San&ification of the Sabbath. In treating of which I lhall 
obferve the fame Method, and Satisfy my Self ip. laying 
down positively what Scripture and Reaion didate, with¬ 
out ingaging in thofe tedious Difpiites about it, which 
might make this DiScourSe both unpleafing and unprofi¬ 
table. 

This Commandment therefore Speaks of a twofold 
San&ification of this Day. The one which it hath already 
received from God} the p$her which it ought.to receive 
from Man. And the former is given as a Realon of, and 
Motive unto the latter. 

; Fir ft, God hath lan&ified the Sabbath-day, So we have 
it, ver. ii. The Lordbleffed the feventh Dap, andhatomedit* 
Where thefe two wends bleffed and haBonedi are only exege- 
tical one of the other,, and carry in them the Same. SenSe 
common to both. 

Now God bleSTed and hallowed the Sabbath-day, not by 
infufingany inherent Quality of HolineSs into it (for nei¬ 
ther Days, nor Places, nor any inanimate things are SubjeQs 
capable of real Holinels.) 
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''mitfirft, Got? blclTed and anti hallowed tit By ieparating 
that Day from others, befterwing an higher Dignity and 
Priviledg upon it,as the Day wnereon both himielf choie 
to reft From the’Works of Croatian, and the Day whereon 
he requites that we alfo Jh6ukF reft from the Works of our 
ordinary Vocations.. For to hallow and dandify, , is to fit 
ahy thing apadt’ from profane arid common, • unto facired 
and fpiritual tJfes. God therefore' dandified the Sabhatk 
when hefelededit out of the courfe of other Days, and 
fet it apart from the common Imployments -and. Scrvicescf 
Life, prdaining that the Spiritual Concernments of his 
,and ouir'Sdlvatibn flioiild bet Jthereinlelpeciahy tfant 
adedi. ' j Andthis isfMt Bfeffifig Which God! hath conferred 
’Ofiqn thisDay y for what other Benefit is;a Day! capable o£ 
'butoply that when the Qth^r fix Days, like the unregarded 
•Vuldir^df [the Year, were to bk imployed. in the low. and 
fotrfrd Drudgbfy of Earthly Aftkirs^ this.fedenthiDpy God 
hatfr rfrifrcf frOrn the Dupghih and for upon the Throne^ 
Epift. ad appofritirig it acCordingto Igkdtim his Phrafe, rtu) fbeentifa, 
Magoefios. T ^y vTfzttov^ Jt^ 2 v, the Prince and Sovereign of Days* 
exempting fr/rpm. all fervife Works, and defigning it for 
Krcfi 1 5 £inft#l 'and'<?elcftifll Imployments, that were it 
pbfomd Wcratvlihg ffr 1 God^s fcoffimahd, Ltecnity. it .felf 
wbuldndt navfe nfiuch advantage above it, but only that .it is 
longer: Sq that; in t^e, Ring and Circle of the Week^. the 
Sabbath is the Jewel, the meft excellent and precious of 
Days^ ,AU 7;' 1 ^ _ '• '^V •> VruA -.i. t ’ . 1 , -,vr ! 

*“ ySfCDxdfy', <*bd hath bleffod dbd'fan&ified it, not:only ih 
relative^ bubialfo fri an effedive fenife, viz., as he hath 
appointed .it to .be the Day whereon he doth efpeciaily 
iblefs and fan&ifyus j y ea and pofiibly he makes the Means 
of oqr ^anQificadon to bemore efteaualon this Day, than 
when they are difpenfed on any other common Days. 7 . God 
dotli then efpecially give out plentiful Effufions of hisSpi* 
rit, fills his Ordinances with his Grace and Prefence y and 
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we may with a more. Confident! Faith «xpe& a-greaterpoo- 
tion of Spiritual.Bleflings from him, when both, the Ordi¬ 
nances and the Day too ate his, than when tho the Ordi¬ 
nances be his, yet the Day is ours. In this fenfe God may 
be faid to blets and iaocfcify the Sabbath-day, because he 
bJeileth and 0n#iiies us on that. Day. As the Pftlcrtift moft 
elegantly,and in an high ftrain of Poetry, laiicb, : That God 
. crowneth the Year with his Goodne(s,P^i/.|5 5 . 11 ^ N<*tthat 
the Plenty and Fruitfulnels of the Year is any Billing uiito 
it, hut it is aJJlefiing unto Men, whole Hearts Gad then 
filleth with Food, and GJadoefe. In both thefe fcnfes may 
.God be laid tp hta&apd fao&ify the Sabbath.:, i ;: . ,v 
SeccitcUf j As God ian&tfed the: Sabbath,. lb Man iscenjr 
tfianded to fan^rfy. it alfp; ver. $. Rmtifiker tk Sabtok 
jay to, top it hfc .Now we fan&ify and hallow a Day, 
when we obferve it holy to,the Lord, fequtftring our felves 
from .cprwnon Affairs tothofe fpirUoal fcxeocifes which be 
hath, required us totbe conyerfent about bn that Gayj -.Odd 
fanttifies it by Conlecration, we faofUfy;;i| by iDerdtioa. 
He hath let it apart for bis Wprfhip, and on it wrought to 
fet our felves apart for his Worflnp, and to be takehup only 
with thole things wbichhe hath either allowed or prefopibed 
Ust And therefore pod dQth.W an ^fpeqial Claintto this D&y. 
For altho he be the fupream Lord of all,, and dothdifpdnk, 
and as it were draw out the Thred of Time, and Days; and 
Years for us, put of the infinite bottom.of his Eternity y 
yet he doth>npt fo. particularly challenge arty iptrt. of dt to 
hiH}Ce.lf„ as h* doth .this feyentb Pay; whence it is laid. 'Kiy. 
lOk %he, fevtnttt ; D#y # tfcjSdfoth <£ tfo l#4 thf .G&i, 
The fix foregoing pays Of' the Week are thine, and thou 
jpaayft ckfpofe of.theip intbe.lpoeft. Works, of thy Calling,, 
as prudence and, Convenience .flba|hdir«a ; : .but this pay 
$9d; 9h&l!e?gpth to -hiiulel^ -as his. peculiar pnufoninf our 
fie hath ordafofd; i* for his Worfiripind 1 Seer 
; W? : TO tfcfiisfere A! is .And when we da vote 
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our (elves to bis,Service and Worfbip, meditating on bis 
-Excellency, magnifying and praifing bis Mercy, and invo¬ 
icing his holy Name, we then hallow this Day, and give un¬ 
to God that which is God’s. 

And thus you lee what it is to lan&ify the Sabbath, both 
as God hath done it by Dedication, and as Man ought to do 
it by Observation* But the great Difficulties in what man¬ 
ner the Sabbath ought to be fanftified and kept holy, 
whether or no we are bound to the lame ftrift and vigor 
rous Observation of our Chriftian Sabbath, as the Jews 
were of theirs under the Oeconomy of Mofes ? 

To this I anlwer in the general; That as Our Sabbath is 
not the very fame with theirs, but only the lame analogi¬ 
cally, bearing a lit proportion to it; lo likewile our Sancti¬ 
fication of the Lord’s-day (for thus I had rather call it 
than the Sabbath ) is not in all particulars the lame that was. 
required from the Jews, but bears a proportion to it ia 
thole things which are not Ceremonial nor burdenloih to 
our Chriftian Liberty. 

But more particularly. The (an&ifying of this Day con- 
lifts partly in abftaining from thole things whereby it would 
be profaned; and prtly in the performance of thole things 
which are required of us, and tend to promote the SanQity 
and Holinefs of it. 

Here, (ifft, I lhall lay down this; That in order to our due 
lan&ifying of the Sabbath, we ought to abftain from the 
common and lervile Works of our ordinary Callings and 
■ Vocations. So we have it exprefly, *ver. io. In it thou {bait 
*ot do Any Work ' And this God prohibits, not that Reft 
and Ceftation is in it lelf acceptable unto him, or any part of 
his Worlhip and Service; but only becaufe Earthly Em¬ 
ployments are an Impediment and Diftra&ion to that 
heavenly frame of Spirit which we ought to maintain in 
all the Parts, and Duties of thisOay. The Works of pur 
Callings are not evil in t-hemfelves, tot lawful and good ; 

and 
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and fuch wherein on other Days we ferve God, and where¬ 
on we may expeft a Blefling from him. But yet onr Mind 
is ib harrow'and ftinted, that we cannot at once at¬ 
tend them, and the Service of God with that . Zeal and 
Fervour that he requires; and therefore that we may be 
wholly imployed in his Work, he hath taken usoff from 
ourown^ 

i Now this. Prohibit ion of working on ^he -Sabbath, is 
ftrongiy inforced by the Conceflibn of fix Days for our or¬ 
dinary Labour. • A Conceflion I call it, confiaering the In¬ 
dulgence granted unto us; but yet it is not meerly a Con¬ 
cerned, but a Command too.; Six Days jhalt than labour, and' 
do all thy Work ; but the [eventh Day it the Sabbath of the. 
Lord. That exceptive Particle But , intimates unto us, that 
none of that Work which is lawful to be done on ordinary 
JQays, ought to be performed by us on the Sabbath. 

{.know it is a Queftion, Whether thefe words, Six Days 
lhalt thou labour , be a Precept, or a Permiffion.dhly ? To me 
they feem preceptive, requiring us diligently td attend that 
Vocation and State of Life in which the Divine Providence 
hath let us, and to perform the Offices of it with Care 
and Confidence;. For it is laid, thou [halt labour , not only 
thodmayfi.labour „ And thole who contend that they meerly 
fignify a Permiffion of the daily Works of our Callings, 
qperi too wide a Gap for Sloth ana Idlenels to creep in, with¬ 
out violating any Commandment, or being cenfored and 
condemned for Sin. . 

But l.lhallnot trouble you withtheDifputesabout this: 
Only let me take notice of the weakoels and incohfequcnce. 
of one Inference that is commonly drawn from it; and 
that is, If it be a. Divine Precept, that 1 we ought fix Days 
to labour, then can tye not by any Conftitution whatfoever 
be taken Off from the lawful Works Of our Callings, nor 
obliged to keep any other Days holy and Iblemn befides the 
Sabbath; /or God’s Laws do not contradid themfelves; and 
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whereinlbevej* Humane Laws contradift the Divine, they 
are of no force nor validity. 

But this Argument fails in its Dedu&ioft: For the Com* 
ffiand) Six Dtp (b*U tbott labour, is not to be underftdod 
abfolutely and unlimitedly, but with a juft Reftraint and 
Exception; that is, Thou (bale labour fix Days ordinarily, 
unlelsany of them be let apart either by thine own private 
Deydtion, Or by publick Authority,! ftrf the immediate 
WorChip and Service of Cod. And that this is of neceffity 
to be fo underftood, appears, if we confider hdw many 
Days in the Week God himleif did dedicate in thole Fcafts 
Which he commanded the JeWs ftriftly to okletve, nOtwiih* 
ftanding that they were ihjoyned fix Diys Labour. Be* 
fidcs every New Moon; the Pafleover, in remembrance of 
their Deliverance from the Bondage of Egypt, and as a clear 
Type of Chrift, who, as a Lamb without Ipot, Was offered 
up to God for us. Then Penfedoft, or the Feaft of Weeks, 
fifty days after the Pafldover, a Memorial that the LAW 
was given to them from Mount Simi fifty days after their 
departure out of Egypt ; typifying likewife the lending of 
the Holy Ghoft to infpire the Apoftles with Heavenly 
Truth; and'rto enable them to preach the Gofpd; which is 
the Law of Jefiisi Chrift; Which was accordingly fulfified 
fifty days after Chrift, our great Pafteover, wa3 faCrificed for 
hs. Then, thirdly, The Feaft of Atonement of. Expiation, 
which was .celebrated on the tenth Day of the leventh 
Month, whereon the High-Prieft was fokmnly to cohfels 
onto God bosh his own Sins, and the Sins of the People, 
and to make Atonement for them ; typifying thereby the 
full Expiation and Atonement of our Sins made by our 
High-Prieft Jefus Chrift. And laftiy, There was ordained 
likewife the Feaft df Tabernacles, on the fifteenth day of 
the lame Month, and this was to laftnot only dne Day, but a 
whole Week together, and was inftitdfced to be a Memorial 
to them of their Journey through the Wilderftels, wherein 
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for forty Years they lived in Tents and Tabernacles. All 
thefe Feafts we find appointed by God bimtelf, and im- 
pofed upon the lfraeUtes , Levit. s y. 

And riot only did they account' themfelves obliged to 
keeptbete Days holy, which were injoyned by the Divine 
Command, but thole alfo which were appointed by Hu¬ 
mane Authority; and fuch were the Feaft of Purim, to 
he kept two days following, in remembrance of their Deli¬ 
verance from the malicious and bloody Defigns of Haw *, 
EJlh.Q. 21. And the Feaft of the Dedication of the Tem¬ 
ple,' nrft obferved at the rebuilding of their Temple after 
their return'from the Babylonilh Captivity; as you-may 
read Ezra 6.16. and from that time perpetuated unto the 
Days of, our Saviour Chrift, who, tho .it were but of Hu¬ 
mane and Ecclefiaftical Inftitution, yet was pleafod to ho¬ 
nour that Solemnity with his Pretence, John 10.22. Be- 
fields, we frequently read of Faffs, both perfonal and na¬ 
tional, appointed upon feme emergent Occafions, to appeate 
and divert the Wrath of God, as the Faff of the fifth an<J 
theteventh Month, for tevertty Years together; Xjch. 7. £ 
And the like to tfiefe without doubt, either our own pri¬ 
vate Devotion, or the publick Authority of the Nation, 
may in the like Circumftances intipote on us without viola¬ 
ting thi? Command of fi* Days Labour. 

But now, altho this fix Days Labour was not fo ftriftty 
required, as not lometimes to admit the intervention of an 
holy Reft; yet the fcventh Day’s Reft was fb exa£Ny to be 
obteryed, as not to admit any bodily Labour, or tecular Im- 
ploymenr. God would not have this holy Reft difturbed 
by the tumultuous Affairs artd BufinefTes of Life; and we 
find this Command ffri&ly inforced by the double San&iori 
both of a Promite and Threatning, Jer. 17. from ver. 24 
to tfie, end. If ye diligently hearken unto me, faith the Lord } 
to bring in no burthed* through the Gates of the City on the 
Sabbath-Day, but hallow thi*Sabb at b- Day, to do no Work tbert- 
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in : Tim% {bad theft enter into this City y Kjngs and Princes 
fitting ufon the Throne of David, -— andthe City jbad re¬ 
main for ever . But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the 
Sabbath-Day ) then will 1 kindle a Fire in the Gates thereof and 
it Jball devour the Palates of Jerulalem, and it {ball riot be 
quenched* Yea God was lo accurate about this, that he de«- 
lcends to a particular prohibition of federal forts-of Works 
which he would not have to be done on the Sabbath-Day; 
on that Day the Ifraelites wtce, not to gather Manna, Exod. 
l6. 27. nor. to gather in their Harveft, Exod,Ji^..ai.'norto 
buy'or (ell, Nehem. 10* 31. nor to tread the Wine-Prcls, 
Neh. 13.15. nor (b much as to gather Sticks,. Numb. 15.32. 
nor to go from their places of Abode to provide themfelves 
.Food, JEjffld. 16.29. yea lo ftri&ly were they tied' to the 
Obtervation of this Sabbath, that they might noti fo much 
as kindle a Fire, Exod. 35. 3. Te{ball kindle no Fire through* 
out your Habitations on the. Sabbath-Day. Unto all which 
Prohibitions from God, the Jews added Imany fuperftiti- 
ous and ridiculous ones of their own, not grave enough’ to 
be here mentioned; whereby they made that Burthen which 
was before heavy, to be. altogether, infupportable by their 
fbolilh and vain Traditions. 

Now the great Queftion is. How far tbefe Prohibitions 
do concern us, and whether we are obliged to the pundu~ 
al obfervance of them as the Jews were?.’ 

To this I anfwer in the Negative, that weare not: For 
we are bound to nothing by the Law of Mofes , but only 
what was of Moral and Natural Right in that Law ; and’ 
as for other. Ordinances which were pofitive, we are (et 
free from them, by that Liberty which Jefus Chrift hath 
purchafed for, and conferred upon his Church. Wedo not 
celebrate the LordVDay it (elf upon any Obligation laid* 
upon us by the Letter of this fourth Commandment, (for* 
that exprefly injoyns the (eventh Day from the Creation,- 
whereas ours is the.eighth ) but only from the Analogy and 
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proportion of MOral Realbn; which requires that a due 
andconvenient Portion of our Time Should be feparated to 
the Service and . Worlhip of God, But ^or the fixing of the 
very Day,; why. it Should be this rather than any other, we 
acknowlcdg it to proceed from theConfecration of it by our 
Saviour’s Refurre&ion, the Inftitution of the Apoftles, and 
. the confequent Pra&ice of the Univerlal Church of Chrift in 
all Ages, as I have.ake^idydeplared, And therefore lhould. 
we as Icrupuloufly and nicely, obfervp it in all Circumftances, 
as the Jews did their Sabbath ; poflibly it would not be a 
San&ifiedtion of the Sabbath, but a foqd and gfoundlefs-Su- 
perftitiont. > ; 

; I- The Lord's. Pay is therefore, to be-obferved, as only in 
•thingS)thac are in themfelvesMoral and kational : Nor will 
this give* any, Scope to the. Libertinilm of thole who would 
willingly indulge themlelves, either in Worldly Affairs, or 
loofe Recreations on this Day. For it is Moral and Rational 
.that the whole of that. Day, which is let apart for the .Won- 
Jbippf God, lhould be employed in his, Worlhip. . This 
likewile is Moral, and of. Spiritual Obligation, that we do 
not our own Plealure,. nor ipeakour own Words on his Ho? 
ly Day, as the Prophet exprefleth it, If*. 58.1 j. This obli- 
getb us Chriftians, as well as the Jews. For if a Day be 
dedicated unto God, certainly every part and parcel of it be¬ 
longs unto him; and we ought to reft from all our Worldly. 
Employments, that might fteal away, our Thoughts and 
Affe&ipns from God, or indilpole us to his Spiritual Wor- - 
Ihip and Service. 

But yet this extends not to thefe finall Pun&ualities of ga¬ 
thering Sticks, kindling a Fire, and preparing Food for out 
lelves; for thele things doubtlels may be done,, without be-? 
kg. any Moral Impediments to our Piety and Devotion on 
this Day : Yea they may be.Moxal Hplps and Furtherances 
unto it. 
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that is required frrimu$ on the Loricfs Day/ yet there are 
three forts of WorKs’tbat rriay, arid ought to* be performed 
on it, how great ioev r tlf oti^ Bodily Labour may be in doing 
thdm. Ana they are, • •’ '•} ; * '* 

Works pf Piety! ’ ' ; ’ 

Works of Nccelfity.Ci Arifd, 1 • 

Firjl ; Works of Piety aft to be perforrtied on the Lord’s 
Day; yea on this P^y efpecially, as being the proper Works 
of the Day: And Juch are npt onfythbfe whichconfifi: in 
the internal Operations of thteSfrifl,‘as Heavenly Meditati¬ 
ons, and Spiritual Affe&ioris-;' but flich alfo as confift in the 
external Aft ions of the. Body/ as Oral Prayer, reading of 
the Scriptures, and preaching e>f the Word ? yeaonthis 
Day are' MinifferschieHy employed in’ thfeir Bbdily Labour, 
and fpending of their Spirits, yet it is for from beiriga Pro¬ 
fanation* of the Lord’s Day; for Holy Works are moft proper 
for Holy Days. And not only are fuch Works to be perform¬ 
ed on the Lord’s Day, but they were injoyned alio on the 
Jewilh Sabbath.' And therefore faith our Saviour,’ Matth. 
12.5. Have jc not read in theJLaw , ho* that on the Sabbath 
Days the Pr lefts in the Temple jrofane the Sabbath , and yet be 
blantelefs ? This Word therefore of profaning the Sabbath, 
is not to be underftood of a formal Profanation, as if they 
did that which was unlawful, to be done on that Day, but 
only of a Material Profanation *, that is, they laboured 
hard in killing and flaying, and dividing and boyling, ; and 
burning the Sacrifices in the Temple : which, had they not 
been inftituted parts of God’s Worlhip, had been Profanati¬ 
ons of the Sabbath; but being commanded by God/ ; were 
fb far from being Profanations, that they were Sanftifications 
of that Day. And upon this account likewile were Sab¬ 
bath 
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Jbath Days Journies permitted to the Jews, which tho they 
were not A&ions of Piety in themlelves, yet were they Acti¬ 
ons tending towards Piety, that thole who were remote 
from the Places ofWorfbip; might af&mble themftlyes toge¬ 
ther. to hear the Scriptures fead and expounded to them. 
This appears b Kjfigs 4* e jf, where the Husband ofthe Shu- 
l»4«wr^:W^mane«poftuktes With her. Wherefore wilt thou 
go to tbc Breybtt T to Diflitts neither heir Moon nor Sdfat l/. 
Whence it may be dearly'cdlle&edj that they Werfe permit¬ 
ted to travel a certain Space, to attend upon the Worflhip 
and Service of God.. And tbis^abbatb-DayVJourney feme 
limit toa Mile, others two, the diftance of the utmoft part 
of the Gamp of theTftbemafcle of the Congre^ 

gation. But with verygOod mtoti, it may bethought that 
the Sabbath-Day’s Journey, was anydiftance from the place 
of their abode tothe next Synagogue, which commonly not 
•being above a Mile, 'or two, that diftance was vulgarly cal¬ 
led aSabbatlbDary’s Joufney^ Sothat it appears,that Works 
Of Piety, of Worla? immediately tending to Piety, may 
lawfully heiperiormed with the ftii&efl: Obfrrvation of the 
Lord’s Dayu 

- Setokdl^ Not Only Works of Piety, but Works of Ne- 
ceffityv and of great Convenience, may alfobedOne on the 
Lord’s Day. Andthey are fuch without which we cannot 
fiibfift, or not wellfiabfift: and therefore we may quench a 
raging Fire,'prevent arty great arid ndtabfc Damage that 
Would .happen either to our Perlbfis of Eflate^ ;-figltt for out 
own Defertce, or'theDeferice of our Goririttey,Without being 
guilty of the Violation of this Day. Conceding the laft oT 
Which, Hiftories inform as, that the Jews Were lb Icrripil- 
lous, as to fuffer themfelves tribe afTaulted and flairi by their 
Enemies, rather than they would On this Day lift tip a Wea¬ 
pon to repel them, till AUtthias perfuaded them out of this 
FoppiCb Superfticiori, 1 AUfcoh. a. 40. 

And 
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And not only thefe Works which are of abfolute Neceflity, 
but thefe likewife which are; of. great Conveniency, may 
lawfully be done on the* Lord’s ( Day. Such as are kindling 
,of Fire, preparing of Meat, and many other Particulars too 
numerous to be mentioned ; We find our Saviourdefend-ing 
hisDifciples againft the Exceptions of thfe Phan fees , for 
plucking the Ears ofCorn, rubbing: them' mtheirvHands* 
and .eating them on the Sabbath-Day, ^Matth^i 
Only let uptake this Caution, that weneglefl: not thexloing 
of thefe things till the Lord’s Day, which.might be well 
done before, and then plead Neceflity or.Conveniencefor it. 
For if the Neceflity or Convenience: were Jiidi. as might 
have been forefeen, our Qhriftian Prudence and Piety ought 
to have provided for it befbre ; this Holy Day; fo that we 
might wholly intend the immediate Service of God in it, 
w ith as few Avocations and Impediments as are poffible. 

. ■ s - v./j :.) JS3/c..",v " 

Thirdly ; Another fort of Works that fnrWiy ind ought to be 
done on the Lord’s Day, are the Works, of Charity and 
Mercy. For indeed this Day isinftitutedibr a-Memorial 
of God’s great Mercy towards us; and therefore in it wO 
are obliged to fhew Charity and Mercy; Charity towards 
Men, andMercy to the very Beads themfelves.' And there¬ 
fore, altho the Obfervation of the Sabbath was fb dri£tly 
injoined the Jews, yet was it to give place to the Works of 
Mercy , whenfbever a poor Bead did but dand in need of it. 
So Matth. 1=2. ii. What Mass {had there he among yost, that 
fbad have oneSheep, t and if it fall intv a Pit on the Sabbath 
. Day , will not lay hold on it , and. lift, it out i And fo again, 
Luke i j.i 5. Doth not every one of you oh the Sabbath loofehis 
Qx or hit Aft from the Stall, and lead him away to Watering ? 
Muroi. Yea, and this the very Heathens obferved on their Feftivais; 
Hb^ag, when other Works were forbidden,. yet Works of Mercy 
it. were exprefly allowed, and by Name the helping of an Ox 
out of a Pit. Works of Mercy therefore are to be done 
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even!to Beafts thcttafelves, whatsoever Labour mfty be requi¬ 
red- tatba«foifl& of cheat;, And how much inore theti^ 
Works of Chacity! to Men HfceOur felves ?: Whidx Chariry 
is tobcfhewn either .to their Souls, or the}r Bodies *. /bp, 
bot h mpn y times anscxtreamly miferable. To their Souls, 
in inftru&ing, advifing, exhorting, reproving, comforting 
and counfelling of them, praying for them ; and if in any 
diing bhey.havw offended,!u^ freefy. forgiving them. This 
indeedisa:Wdrkof Charity proper for the. Lord’s Day * a. 
Work highly acceptable unto God, and the belt; way that 
can be to fah&ify it., ,. 

. ; :Nekhdr/ace bra to forbear iny Wori of Charity .to their 
Bodies, and outward Man. ,’ And therfifotewe (find. hoVy 
feverely our Saviour rebukes the Superfluous Hypocrify of 
the Pharifm, who murmured againft hint as a Sabbath- 
Breaker, iwcaufehe had healed fomeof their Infirmitiesort 
the Sabbath-Day* Luke i$. 14,15,16. The. Rule? of tko 
Synagogue faidtothh People with Indignation, betonfeffefnt 
had healed on the Sabbath Day, There ere Six Days in whitk 
Men ought to work ; in them therefore come and be healed, and 
not on the Sabbath-Dayi . See! howrour Lord takes ftimiup. 
Thou Hypocrite,, doth not every ohe.of you.' on the Sabbath loofe 
bifOxlStCi ArieL ought .not this Worn An, who it a Daughter of 
Abraham, to be looped from this Bond on . the Sabbath Day ? 
And fb again, Matth. 12. 10. Chrift healeth a Man that had 
a withered Hand, and juflifieth this Work Of Charily to this 
Man, by their Works of Mercy to their Beafts j .and alTert's* 
ver. 12. It is lawful to do welt oh the Sabbath-Days. Yea, he 
appeals to their very Confidences in this, whether a Benefit 
done to a poor helplefs Creature, could be couated a Breach 
and Violation of the Sabbath, Mark $.4. Is it lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath-Days, or to do evil?. to fave Life, or to 
kill l Certainly it is a right? Sabbath-Day’s Work to do good, 
and to put our felves to any Workand Labour that may tend, 
to the laving of Life, os eafing of Pain,, or healing the 
< ! Ee Dileafes 
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Difeafes and Sicknefs of our Brother. And our Saviour hath 
told us, Mark a. 37. That the Sabbath was made foe Man, not 
Man for the Sabbath. The ftri£t and pun&ual Qbfervation 
of the Sabbath, is. to give place whenfoever the Exigence 
or Good of our Neighbour doth require it; for God prefers 
Mercy before Sacrifice. 

Thus you fee what Reft is required from us on the Lord’s 
Day and what Works may be done on it without any Vio¬ 
lation of the Law, or Profanation of the Day: And this is 
the firft Thing in order to our fan&ifying the Sabbath, viz.. 
That we ought to reft from the common and fervile Works 
of our ordinary Callings and Vocations. »■ 

Secondly ; The Sanguification of the Sabbath dothefpecial- 
ly confift in a diligent and confcientious Attendance upon all 
the Ordinances of God, and the Duties of his Worfhip, ap¬ 
pointed to be performed on this Day: And that whether in 
Publick, or in Private, or in Secret. 

, Firft ; Confider what Duties you are to be ingaged in, 
iijthe Publick and Solemn Worfhip of God on this Day; 
for in them a great and principal part of the San&ification of 
it doth confift. This I mention in the firft place asmoft 
preferable. For certainly, as long as through the Mercy of 
Cod, we have the Publick and Free Difpenlation of the Go- 
fpel, we ought not to flight, nor turn our Backs upon this 
vifible Communion of the Church, but to honour and own 
the Freedom of the Gofpel, by our conftant Attendance on 
the Difpenfations of it; left, defpifingthe Mercy of God 
in giving them to us fb publickly, we provoke him, at length, 
moft juftly to neceflitate us to thefe Retirements, which 
now (b very many, out of Sloth or.Faftion, do fo inuch 
afFeQ. I pray God, that this prove not the fad and direful 
Confequence of that Contempt, that js caft upon the Pub- 
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lick, by feme Perfons, whole only Study and Bufinefs it is ’ 
to divide Chrid, and make Rents and Schifins in his Body 
the Church. 

Now thePublick Duties, which are neceffary to the right 
Sanctifying of the Lord’s Day, are thefe. 

Firjl ; AiFeCfionate Prayer, in joining with the Minifter, 
who is our Mouth unto God, as well as God’s Mouth unto 
us: For as he is intruded to deliver his Sovereign W ill and 
Commands, lo likewife to prelent our Requeds unto the 
Throne of his Grace. We ought heedfully to attend to 
every Petition, to dart it up to Heaven witn our mod ear¬ 
ned Defires; and to dole and leal it up with our affectionate 
Amen , So be it. For tho it be the Minider alone that 
(peaks, yet it is not the Minider alone that prays, but the 
whole Congregation by him, and with him; and whatlo- 
ever Petition is not accompanied with thy mod Sincere and 
Cordial Affections, it is as much mocking of God, as if thine 
own Mouth had uttered it without the Concurrence of thy 
Heart, which is mod grofs Hypocrify. Conlider what 
Promifes are made to particular Chridians when they pray 
lingly, and by themfelves, Wbat [never ye (ball ask the Fa¬ 
ther in my Name, he willgrant it you, John 15. 16. and 16.25. 
What great prevalency then mndthe united Prayers of the 
Saints have, whenthey join Intereds, and put all the Fa¬ 
vour that each of them hath at the Throne of Grace, into 
one Common Stock ? When we come to the Publick Prayers, 
we are not to come as Auditors, but as A&ors; we nave 
our part in them; and every Petition that is Ipread before 
God, ought to be breathed from our very Hearts and Souls: 
Which if we affectionately perform, we may have good 
AfTurance, that what is ratified by lo many Votes and 
Suffrages here on Earth, fhall likewife be confirmed in 
Heaven. For our Saviour hath told us, Matth. 18.19. 
That if trn (ball agree together on Earth, as touching any thing 

E e 2 that 
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tbit they JhtH *tk, it fulbeione for them h kit Fitter tint 
is iff Heaven. 

Secondly b Gar Reverent and Attentive Hearing of the 
Word of God, either read, or preached, is another Publick 
Duty neceffary to the San&ification of the Sabbath. This 
was obferved allbin the Times of the Law, before Chrift’s 
.coming into the Worlds A£ts 15.21. Mofesof old time hath 
< in every City them who freach him, being read in the Synagogues 
every Sabbath-Day. Their Synagogues were builr for this 
very purpofe : And as their Temple was the great Place of 
their Xegal and Ceremonial Worlhip; lo.thele were for 
their Moral and Natural Worlhip. In the Temple they 
chiefly lacrificed ; and in their Synagogues they prayed, 
tread, and heard. And every Town, and almoft every Vil¬ 
lage, had one erefted in it, as now our Churches are; 
where the People on the Sabbath-Day alfembled together, 
and had Ibme Portion of the Law read and expounded-td 
them; much more ought we to give our attendance on 
this Holy Ordinance, now in the Times of the Cdfpe£ 
JSnce a greater meafure of Spiritual Knowledg is required 
4 rom us; and the Myfteries of Salvation are more clearly 
-declared untoiiS. And may that Tongue wither, and that 
Moftfo be for ever filenced* which fhalt dare to utter any 
thing in contempt and vilifying of this Holy Ordinance. 
For luch excellent Things are fpoken of the preaching of the , 
Gofpel, That it is .the Power of God, 1 Corinth. 1. iS. 
that is, the. Salvation of thofe who believe, verC-21. That 
it is the fweet Savour of the Knowledg of God, 2 Corinth'. 

- 2.14. That certainly wholoever dilparageth it, reje&eth 
againft himlelf the Counfel of God, and negle&s the only 
appointed means for the begetting of Faith, and lo for the 
Obtaining of Eternal Salvation: For Faith comes by Hearing , 
and Hearing by she Word of God, Rom. 10. 27. 

Thirdly, Another Publick Duty pertaining to the San¬ 
ctifying of the Lord’s Day, is Singing of Plalms. For 

this.. 
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this Day bbi rig aFcftival unto God, a Day ’qf Spiritual 
Joy and Gladnels, How can we better teftify our Joy, 
than by our .Mtilody ?_ Is 4»j M*»'tperry $ iaith St. Janus, 

, cbdfL 5.1 y+/jlet himf/tg .Pfslms. Arid therefore let pror 
.phane Spirits,’deride this how fhey pleafe, yet :aertainly 
it is a moft Heavenly and Spiritual Duty. The Holy 
Angels, and the Spirits of Juft Men in Heaven, are (aid 
to ring Eternal Hallelujahs unto the GreatKiflg, j And 
if ouf Sabbatli be Typical of Weayen B andth$Wofk qf 
the Sabbath reprefents tO us ; the Everjaftiijg Worfc iQf 
thefe Blefled Spirits, How can it be better done than 
when we are ringing forth the Praifes. of him that*.(its 
upon the Throne, and of the Lamb; qut'i; Redeemer 
This is to join with the Heavenly Quire in their Hea¬ 
venly Work 1 ; and n to oblerve a Sabbath here^ as like 
that Eternal Sabbath there, as thelmperfe&ionof Earth 
can relemble the Glory and Perfe&ion of Heaven, 

Fourthly ; Another Publick Duty belonging unto the 
-Sanctifying *of the'Lord’s Day a js« the' Admini/tratiop of 
the Sacraments^ efpecially that of -the fiord’s Supper. 

And therefore it is mentioned), 7* Vp&n the Firfi 

Day of the Wetky\ tvfau. .the Difciples came together tp 
break Bread , that is, to partake of theHojy (^ommunj- 
on of the Body and Blood of Chrift, Paul preached unto 
them ; which intimates that the primary intent of their 
AfTemblies, was to receive the Lord’s Supper >, and that 
upon occafion of this,; the /ipoftle inlfruded rhem by 
Preaching. It is moftevidenf, by ah tbeRec^dspf the 
Church, that , it: was the Apoftolick and Prijnitiye r Cur 
ftom to partake of this molt Holy Ordinance every 
* Lord’s Day, and that their Meetings were chiefly de- 
flgned for .this; tp which were.: annexed ; Prayer an4 c^ium. & 
Preaching. I am afraid v Sirs^ that? one of the great Sins Aug.serm. 
of our Age, is not only the Negle& and Contempt 
this Ordinance by iotne, f but the.feldom celebrating it very ray. 

by 


Digitized by 


Google 


i ]4 ♦'» ♦ * upon ; 

by all. ' The ApOftle,'^ where he (peaks of this Holy In- 
llitution, intimates- that it (hould be frequently difpens’d 
and participated, i Corinth, iiv 2 6. As often at ye eat 
~thii Hready’ and : dr ini this Cup. Let us conftder then, 
What difhoiiouri thdy refteft upon Chrift, who although 
this Ordinance be too feldom adminiftred, yet either to¬ 
tally withdraw themlelves from it, or very rarely par¬ 
take of in L (hall no longer infill upon this, but leave 
■it tOGod and your own Confidences; For certainly if 
either Perfuafion, or Demonftration it felf, could pre¬ 
vail againft Relolution, enough hath been‘ many times 
laid heretofore, to (pare me the Labour of making this 
Complaint any more. 

* 1 ^ 1 . 

And thus, much concerning the San&ification of the 
Lord’s Day, in the publick Duties of his Worlhip and 
Service. 

. - . A 

I - * 

But what hall thou no Sabbath-Work to . do, after 
thou returned from the Congregation and Publick Afi 
(emblies ? Yes, certainly, the Day is not done when the 
Church dilfolves, and the whole of it is Holy to the 
Lord. And therefore, 

Secondly ; When you return every one .to your Fami¬ 
lies, there are Private and Family-Duties to be perform¬ 
ed. Walks and Vifits are not to be Evening-Work of 
the Sabbath, but Holy and Spiritual Conferences are 
then proper, either to bring to your remembrance the 
Truths you before have heard, or to engage your own 
Hearts, or the Hearts of others,' to admire ana magnify 
x God, for all his great Wonders of Providence and Re* 
demption. Indeed, if a Walk be thus improved, it 
may be a Walk to Heaven. So we find the two Dif- 
ciples, who on this Day were walking to Emnuuss, how 
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they entertained themfelves,ahd fhortned thcirWayWitft 
Spiritual and Holy Dilcourfes. Luke 1 24. : -'i $. But/tfroft 
who have Fartailids to iodk after,* will be 
in feeing that thole, who are under their Chargfc^lpenid 
the vacant time of the Sabbath in Holy Exercifes, ei¬ 
ther reading the Scripture, or giving an account of what 
Truths they have been taught, or joining with them id 
Prailes and Prayer unto Goa; or indeed m all of thele 
in their leveral Couries and Order, till Night calls for 
Repole, and delivers them over with a fweet Sealbning 
ana Blelfing, to the labours and Employments of the 
entiling Day and Week. And, 


• 

Thirdly ; If there be any Ipare time from thele Pub- 
lick ana Private Duties, then lan&ify it by ent ering 
into thy Clolet; and there un-bofom thy Soul before 
God in Secret Prayer, ipread thy Requefts before him, 
lay open thy Wants and Delires. Ana though perhaps 
thou art not gifted to word a Prayer, yet fign and groan 
out a Prayer; for thy God hears thee, and he under- 
Hands the Language of Sighs, and knows the meanings 
of his Spirit in the inarticulate Groans of his Children. 
Here, likewile in Secret, meditate on what thou hall 
heard; admire the Glory of God in his Works, the 
Goodnels of God in his Providences, the infinite Mercy 
of God in his Promiles. Certaialy Meditation is one 
great Duty of a Sabbath; without which, to hear the 
Word of God only, is but to fwallow our Meat with¬ 
out chewing it. It is Meditation that makes it fit for 
Nourilhment. This fucks the Juice and Sweetnels out 
of it, concorporates it into us, and turns it into Life 
and Subftance. Thus, if we endeavour to fan&ify the 
Lord’s Day, the Lord will lan&ify his Day, and his. 
Ordinances unto us, and by them convey lo much Joy 
and Comfort into our Souls, that they lhall be a tem¬ 
porary 
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THE FIFTH 

COMMANDMENT. 

$onottt tj»p fattier atm tt>p flDot&et, tint 
tiip ®a vs map be ions upon ttie Hand 
millet) tpe JLotb tDp (0ob gtbett) tpee, 


X HE whole Sum of Pra&kal Religion,, confifts ei¬ 
ther in thole Duties which immediately concern the 
hip and Service of God, or thole which immediately 
concern our converle with, and demeanour towards Men. 
Both are compendioufly prelcribed in the Decalogue: The 
former Sort in the firlt; The latter in the lecond Table of 
the Law. I have already according to my deligned Me¬ 
thod, finifh’d the Expofition of the four Precepts of the 
firft Table, and have dilbourled to you, both concerning 
the internal, and alfo the external Worlhip of God. It 
remains now in pursuance of this Work, to pals unto the 
Confideration of the Duties and Precepts of the lecond Ta¬ 
ble, all which do concern Man, as their primary and imme¬ 
diate Objed. 

But here by the way, let us oblerve the difiance that 
God puts between Himfelf and Us. We are, as it were, let 
at an other Table from him, as being infinitely inferiour to 
his great and glorious Majeftyv Firlt heprcfcribes what 

Ff con-. 


Digitized by 


Google 



Zn €jcpofitton upon 

concerns Himfelf, and then what concerns Us, which teach- 
eth us, 

firfi ; That in allour A&ions,* whether Civilor Sacred^ 
God ought principally to be regarded, his Glory ought to be 
our higheft aim and end. This we are to leek in the firft 
place; and for the lake and y intereft of this, to promote the 
Good and Benefit of Men. ‘ This therefore condemns thole 
who difturb and pervert the Order of the Law, and inftead 
of lerving jVlen out of fefpeft to^God, lerve God merely 
out of refpe£t to Men. 

Secondly J This teacheth us to oblerve Our due diftance 
from God : He challengeth all poflibie Reverence from us,, 
inlomuch that he will not permit lo.great a Dilparagement 
to his Honour, as to have his Concerns intermingled and 
blended with ours, no not in' the lame Table. And this 
checks the Inlolence of thole who dare to rulh in upon 
God with that malapert Saucinefs which is too common 
amongdome bfairi-litfc Beopleiri our day£,~whothirik that 
Communion 'With God confifts in d familiar Rudeneis; 
and that they never draw near enough unto him, unlels 
they run upon his very Neck. < - ' -• ,/; ,. 

:- \ • But thisbhly by thewayi-] ' -■! - ; 

Now in this lecond Table are contain’d fix Precepts, all' 
of them injoyning our Duty towards Man; and he may be 
confidered either as our Superiour, our Equal, or our Infe- 
riour. Our Duty towards our Superiours and Inferiours 
(which are Correlates) is predcribed in the firft of thele 
fix which .1 have now read unto you; and our Duty for¬ 
wards our Equals in the other five; all which do refpe£b. 
our Neighbour, either, 

In his Perlon: or, 

In the exterior Gifts of Wealth and Credit. 

His Perlon is to be confidered, either ' 

'• Naturally, Or , 

Myftically* • - 

. Natu-» 
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: Naturally; as he is inhimlelf andlnsowhPerlon r And 
do the Sixth Commandment provides for his Security, Thou 
{bait not kill. , ‘ , . 

Myftically, as he is in the State of Marriage, which of 
two makes one Flelh; and lb Care is taken for him in the 
Seventh Commandment .* Thou {halt not commit Adultery. ‘ 

If we confider him in refpeft of his external Gifts of 
Wealth and good Name, lb we lhall find that the firft is 
fenced about ahd lecured by the Eighth Commandment; 
Than {bait not (leal. 

His Credit 1 and good Name is lecured by the Ninth ; 
Thou {bait not biar falfc Witnefs againjt thy Neighbour. 

- And becaule the Violation of thele Laws by outward and 
■flagitious A&s proceeds from the latent Wickednels and 
Concupifcence of the Heart, therefore God, who is a Spi¬ 
rit, and whole Law and Authority can reach even to th^ 
Soul and Spirit, hath not only prohibited the grols Perpetra¬ 
tion of thele Crimes, but hath ftri&Iy forbidden the in¬ 
ward and lecret intention of them, charging us not to har¬ 
bour lb much as a Thought or Defire towards them, in 
the Tenth Commandment, Thou {bait not covet. 

In the due performance of all thele con lifts the oblervanci 
of that fecond great Command, Mat. 22.39. Thou {bait love 
thy Neighbour as thy fe If . 


I lhall begin with the firft of thele, Honour thy Father , 
and thy Mother , which relpe&s the mutual Duties of Supe¬ 
riors and Inferiours. 

And here we have a Precept and a Promife. 

The Precept is to honour them. 

The Promile, that thy Days may be long upon the Land which 
the Lord thy God hath given thee. '' 


Now here we may (as formerly we have done) ob- 
lerve a Ray of the- Infinite Wildom of God in the Order* 
• i F f 2 and 
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and Method of tbis Commaodment. For after he had 
prelcribed Laws for bis own Honour) his next Care is for 
the Honour of our Parents, becaufe they are next under 
God, the Authors and Original of our Lives and Beings. 
God indeed is properly and primarily our Father, and of 
him is the whole family in Heaven and Barth named, that 
is, of him they are and fubfift; in him we ad Jive, and move , 
end have our Beings. Earthly Parents do but convey to us 
that keing which God had beforehand laid up in ftore for 
us. And therefore when our Saviour bids us to cad no Mm 
Mtt.a3.9- Bother upon Earth ; for one is onr Either whitb is in Heaven: 
This muft not be underftood, as tho we ought not to give 
that Name and Title of Father to thole who are our earth. 
Iv Parents, the Fathers of our Fltfb , as the Apoftle ftiles 
them, Heb. 12. 2. But only that their Paternity is not lb 
original, nor lo ablolute as God’s, who is the Father of our 
Spirits; who not only forms the Mafs of our Bodies by his 
iecret and wonderful Artifice, but creates our Souls, and by 
his Breath kindle? in us fuch Sparks of Ethereal Fire as fhall 
never be quench’d nor extind to all Eternity. And therefore 
tho we owe to the Fathers of our Flelh Honour and Reve* 
rence, as jthey are the Inftrumems of our Beings, yet we 
owe much more untd God, even unlimited and boundlefi 
RefpeQs and Obedience, w ho is the prime Caufe and Au. 
thorof them. But indeed this word [Father J hath allb 
another fenfe in our Saviour’s Speech^ For the Jews were 
Wont to call their Dottors and Inftrudors, by the Name of 
Fathers, and gave up themielves, without Hefitation or 
Contradi&ion, to believe and follow their Di&ates. 

Now when our Saviour bids us to call no Man Father on 
Earth; his meaning is, that we muft not fo mancipateour 
felves either to the Commands or Doftrine of any Man, as 
to prejudice the Authority which God, the great and uni- 
verfal Parent of all things challengeth over us; but (fill our 
Obedience to their In|uu&icus, add our Belief of their In. 

ftru&i- 
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ftru&ions, ought to be cautioned with a Subordination to 
the Commands and Notices of the Divine Wilt; Yet we 
may call and honour others as Fathers, by yielding them a 
lecondary Refpeft, fubfervient to the Honour and Glory of 
God. 

Now this Command of honouring our Parents, is very 
large and comprehenfive; and not to be limited only to the 
Grammatical Signification of the Word, but extends it lelf 
to all that are our Superiours. And that appears, becaufe 
Honour belongs principally only to God; but fecondarily, 
and bv way of Derivation, it belongs alio unto thole whom 
God the great King hath dignified, and made as it were 
Nobles in his Kingdom. For as the King is the Fountain 
of Honour within his Dominions; lo God, who is the uni- 
verlal Monarch of all the World, is the true Fountain of 
Honour among Mankind, ennobling fome above others by 
Titles and Pre.eminencies which he bellows upon them; 
and all fucli Superiors, whom he hath been pleated thus to 
raile, are to be honoured by us as our Fathers. And there* 
fore, 

Firfi ; Our Goyernours and Magi Urates are our Fathers, 
and lb to be accounted aod reverenced by us. Indeed they are 
P-dtrts Petri*, the Fathers of their Country : For all Go¬ 
vernment being at the firft Domcftick and Paternal, the 
Father, or chief of the Family, having Power of Life and 
Death over his Children, neceflity at lad taught them to 
devolve both the Care and the Authority of this Charge 
upon fome fele&ed Peifons, to whom they committed the 
Government both of themtelves, and theirs. So that Ma* 
giftrates fuccecding in the Place and Office of Parents, are 
now the publick Fathers, having the lame Power devolved 
jipon them which formerly refided in the Fathers of Fami¬ 
lies. Hence we read that common and fucceflive Name of 
the Kings of the Pbilijlines, Abimtkcb, which %nifies the 
King my Father. 


Secondly \ 
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' * Secondly ; The Mafter of a private Family is likewile a 
Father, and that not only with refpe& unto his Children, 
but to his very Servants: And therefore, 2 Kings 5.15. we 
find that N Aim An is called Father by his Servants, My Father , 
if the Prophet had bid thee do fome great thing. See. 

Thirdly. ; A Teacher in any Art, Science, or Invention, 
is likewile called a Father. Thus Gen. 4. 20, 21. Jabal is 
v laid to be the Father of fuch as dwell in Tents , and J/ibal to 
be the Father of fuch as handle the Harp and Organ. 

Fourthly ; A Superiour in Wildom and Counlel is like- 
wile called a Father. So in Jofepti* s Speech, Gen. 45. 8. 
God hath made me a Father to Pharaoh. 

Fifthly ; The Minifters of the Gofpcl have likewile the 
honourable Titles of Fathers conferred upon them. . And 
thaf both becaule indeed they are fuperiour to the People in 
things appertaining unto God, having the Difpenlation of 
the Grace of the Gofpel committed unto them; and becaule 
likewile through the Concurrence of the Spirit’s Operation 
with their Miniftry, they beget Souls unto Jefus Chrift. 
Thus St. Paul tells the Church, 1 Cor. 4. 15. that he was 
their Father, having begotten them through the Gofpel. And 
therefore we have great realbn to magnify our Office, in the 
Execution and Performance of which we ought to demean 
pur felves as Fathers, with all Gravity and Authority; and 
to let thefe know whole petulant Affronts and Scorns tend 
to the vilifying both of our Perfons and Functions, that they 
delpife not us only, but Jefus Chrift who hath lent us, and 
the eternal Father who hath lent him. So he himlelf hath 
told us, Luke 10. 16. He that defpifethyou, defpifeth me ; and 
he that defpifeth me, defpifeth him that fent me. _ 

Sixthly ', Superiours in any Gift of Divine Providence, 
whether of Riches, or of Age, or of Knowledg, and the 
like, are to be reverenced and honoured by us as Fathers; 
lb 1 Tim. 5:1,2. The Elders intreat 
Women as Mothers. 

.J’ 
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. So that you fee how large and copious this word Father. 
is, taking in many other Relations and States of Men bc- 
fides thefe to whom it is now commonly applied. 

Here then, .in opening to you the fum of this Com¬ 
mandment, I fhall endeavour to Ibew you what are the 
mutual and reciprocal Duties of thefe following Relations; 

Firjl, Of natural Parents, and their Children. 

Secondly, Of Magiftr,ates fupream and fubordinate, and 
their Subje&s. . 

Thirdly , Of Husband and Wife y for there likewife is a 
Superiority refident in the one, and Obedience due from the: 
other. ^ 

Fourthly , Of Matters and Servants. 

Fifthly , Of Minifters, and the People committed-to their 
Charge. 

. Sixthly , The Duties of thofe who have a Superiority ei- 
tJier in the Gifts of God’s Grace, or of his Bounty towards- 
thofe that are inferior^ to them y and of theirs reciprocally 
towards thofe that, excel. 

For all thefe are Fathers, and Honour is required to be. 
given them by virtue of this Command. 

I know I am now entering upon a Work, which to 
many will be very harfh and unpleafing. For, as there is 
nothing wherein the Truth and Power of Godlinefs,. ami 
the very Life of Religion is more concern’d,. than a con- 
feientious Performance of relative Duties; fo. there is no-: 
thing that grates and jars more upon the Spirits of Men,- 
than to be put in mind of, and reproved about thefe Duties 
which are of fuch common and daily occurrence in the 
whole Courfe of our Lives- Yeti befeech you lay youb 
Prejudices and Affeftions under the Authority of; GodV* 
Word,, and.be perfwaded to believe, thefe Things to be ex-;- 

ceeding.. 
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oeoding weighty and momentous, (how plain foever they 
may be) which not only the Light and Law of Nature 
di&ates unto us, but the Spirit of God hath been pleafed 
frequently to recommend in the Holy Scriptures, yea more 
frequently, and more exprefly, than any other Duties what- 
fbever. 

I .fhall therefore begin firft, with the mutual Duties of 
Parents, and Children. And here I fhall fpeak, 

ift. Of the Honour that is due to Parents from their 
Children. 

2J1. And then what Parents are obliged to do for 
their Children. 

1. For the former of thefe, the Command frith, Ho¬ 
nour thy Father and thy Mother . Now this Honour which 
they are to defer unto them, confifts in thefe four things, 
Reverence, Obedience, Retribution and Imitation. 

1. Children are to reverence their Parents. Now Re¬ 
verence is nothidg but an awful Love, a Fearfulnefs to 
offend," our .of the Refpe& we bear them. It is not fuch a 
Fear as terrifies, and drives us from the Prefence and Com¬ 
pany of thofe whom we dread, for that is flavifti and tor¬ 
menting ; but a genuioe, fweet, and obliging Fear ; a 
fearful Efteem and Veneration; a Fear that will ingage us 
to attend on them, to obferve and imitate them, and to 
abftain from doing any thing that might grieve or trouble 
them. 

- Now this Reverence which we owe our Parents, is wont 
to exprefs it felf outwardly by two Things, Speeches, and 
Geftures. 

Fitjl, Our Speeches mu ft be foil of Refpe& and Honour, 
giving unto diem the higheft Titles that their Quality and 
Condition will admit. They muft likewife be very few, 
and very humble and fubraiffive. Taikativenefs is an Ar¬ 
gument 
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gument of Difrefpe&y and by the Anfwers of the Ups, the 
Heart is tryed and founded; therefore we find how mildly, 
and reverently Jonathan foeaks to his Father Saul , although 
he were then pleading for his David, and managing the 
Concernment of his Friend’s Life, which was far dearer 
to him than his own; yet fee with what modefty he urgeth 
it, i Sam. 19.4, <. Let not the Kjng fin againfi his Servant, 
againfi David ; for he did put his Life in his Hand,andflen the 
Philiftine, &c. And God blefled a Speech fo well temper’d, 
and fo full of foft and melting Oratory, with Succefs. Yea 
we find an inftance of a difobedient Son in the Parable of 
our Saviour, Matth. 21. who though he obeyed not the 
Commands of his Father, yet thought it too fhamefala 
Crime not to give him good Words, and reverend Titles, 
verfe 30. I go. Sir. And certainly it is but fit and meet 
that we fhould give them the bell and the mod obliging 
Language, who have taught us to fpeak; and to pleale 
them with our Words, who have inftru&ed u$ how : to 
form them. Yea, that rude and boiftrous Language which 
many of the Sons of Belial ufo towards their Parents, is fo 
odious and deteftahle unto God, that he hath in his Law 
threatned to punifh it .with the lame Punilbment, as Blafc 
phemy againfi himfelf, Exod. 21. 17. He that curfeth his E*- 
ther or his Mother, {had fare ly be put to Death. And Prov. 
20. 20. He that curfeth his Bather or bis Mother, his Lamp Jhall 
be put out in obfcure Darknefs. . . 

Secondly, We muft likewifo Ihew them Reverence in our 
Geftures, and. comport our felves with all Lowlirtefs and 
Modefiy before them, in bowing the Body, and ihewing 
all other external Signs of refpeft : So we find- Gen. 48.12. 
that Jofeph , as highly exalted as he was in the Court of 
Pharaoh, when he brought out his Sons to receive the 
Blefiing of Jacob his Father, he bowed himfolf with his 
Face to the Earth. And on the contrary. That an ill-con¬ 
ditioned Look towards a Parent, is feverely threatned* 
Prov. 30. 17. The Eye that mocketh at his Father, anddefpi- 
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feth tooley his Mother ., the Revets of the Valley {ball pick it out y 
and. the yott& Eagles {ball cut it . 

: But, fecondly ; As we muft honour them with Reverence, 
fo efpccially with Obedience, without which all external 
Reverence is but meet Formality, if not meer Mockery. 
See that large Charter which God hath given unto Parents, 

Colof. li ves. Children, obey your Pauntsiu all things; for this 
rs wUlfleafitg unto the Lord. 

Our Obedience to them may be confidered either as A&ive, 
or Paffive; and we are obliged by God’s Command to yield 
them both: Active Obedience, in whatloever is not con¬ 
trary to the Will and Law of God; Paffive, in whatfoever 
they impoie upon us that is fo a And therefore we are to o- 
bey our Parents in whatfoever honeft Calling and Employ¬ 
ment they will let us. David , though deftin’d to a King¬ 
dom, is yet by his Father Jeffe appointed to keep the Sheep, 
x Sam. i6. ii. We ought not, till at laft we are emancipa¬ 
ted and fiat free by their Content, to enter into Wedlock 
Without their Knowfedg, or againft their Content. For we 
find the holy Fathers have frill taken the care of the di£ 
pofal.of their Children in this Affair. And the Apoftle, 
x Corinth. 7. $6, $7. declares, that it is in the Parents Power 
either to marry their Children, or to keep them in a fingle 
eftate. Rbt yet no qucftion fo, as that Children have frill 
a negative Vote, and ought not to be forced againfr their 
own Will and Contents Yea, fo far doth the Authority of a 
Parent extend, that it reacheth alfo to the very Garb and 
Apparel of their Children, who ought to conform- them* 
telves therein, .according to their Allowance and Direction, 
Get. 37. But if Parents (hall abufe their Authority, by 
commanding what is finful, and what God hath contraven’d 
by his Law and Command;, yet Children are nor hereby 
difobliged from Obedience, but only dire&ed to chufo the 
paffive Pm of it, and to bear their Wrath and Choler, yea 
and their Punilhments too, with all Patience and Submiffion. 

For 
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Fcr, as the Apoftle fpeaks, Heb. 12. 10. They often-times 
chafen ms afttt their own P Us fere ; and yer we 1 are to give 
them Reverence; we ought to bear with their Infirmities, 
whether they be natural, or vicious, and indeavqur to hide 
and cover them from others. And therefore we read what 
a Curfc was laid upon Chsmf for dilclofing the Nakednels 
of his Father, Girt. 9. 25. And indeed it is a curled thing 
to expole the Nakednels and Weaknels of our Parents to the 
Scorn and Derifion of-others. But this is not all: for, 
i Thirdly ; As we muft honour them by Reverence and 
Obedience, folikewilcby Remuneration and Retribution, 
requiting the Benefits we have received from them, lo far 
as we are able, and they need. This the Apoftle exprefly 
tenjoins, 1 Tim. 5. 4 .if sny Widows have Children , or Nt- 
phetos, let them lesrn firft to jbe*> Piety at home , end to requite 
their Parents ; that is, when they are fallen to poverty of 
decay, orotherwile require Afliftante from us, we are ob¬ 
liged liberally according to our Proportion to afford it. 
And he affirms that this is good and acceptable before God. 
And therefore we find our Saviour fharply reprehending 
that unnatural Do&rine among the Scribes and Pharifees, 
which difpenfed with Children from the Relief of their 
Parents, Mstth. 15. 5,6 . Te fey, Whofoever fbsllfay to his Fa¬ 
ther or Mother , It is s Gift by whatfoever thou msyefi be pro¬ 
fited by she, and honour not his Father or his Mother , he 
jball be free. Which Place, becaufe it is oblcure ana in¬ 
tricate, admits of divers Expofitions. ‘Sortielay it was the 
Do&rine of the Scribes and Pharilees, that although a Man 
did not honour nor fupport his Parents, yet he fhould be 
guiltlels, if he fhould tell them that he had offered in'the 
Temple a Gift for bis and their good, and that therefore 
they could require no more Relief from him. Others, that 
it was a fblemn Oath among the Jews to (wear by the 
Gift or Offering, which was brought into the Temple, and 
prelented there as a Sacrifice before God \ which Oath 
- Gg 2 . was 
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was obligatory in the higheft Degree, whatfoevtr the 
Matter of it migltt be. Math. 2j. 10. And the Scribes did 
teach, that if a Man had fworn thus to his Parents, By the 
Gift thou (halt have no profit by me, then he was for ever 
difobligcd from relieving them, were their Neceflities 
never lo great and urgent. And according to this Expo- 
fition, the Words fhould be thus tranflated; But ye lay, 
Wholoever faith to his Father or Mother, by the Gift if 
thou have any Profit by me, (where muft hie underftood 
fome Curfe or Imprecation upon themfelves, which 
they did ufually exprels, as, Let me. die, or the like) then 
he fhall be free from the Obligation of honouring, that 
is, of relieving and maintaining his Father or Mother. 
Which-lb-ever Interpretation be moft confonant to the 
corrupt DcQrine of the Scribes, and the corruptPra&ice 
of the Jews, (as I fuppofe the latter is) our baviour con¬ 
demns it for a moft yije Hyppcrify, making the .Com¬ 
mandments of God of none effe& through their Traditions. 
Certainly it is one of the moft unnatural Sins in the 
World, for Children who have Ability and Opportunity 
to relieve their neceflitous Parents, to fuller them to want 
a Livelihood, and comfortable Subfiftance, who arc the 
Caufe and Authors of Life and Being unto their Chil¬ 
dren. 

But, Fourthly ; We muft honour our Parents,by hearkning 
unto their goed InftruQions, and imitating their Godly 
Pra&ices. So Prov i6.20.My Sou, keep thy Father's Commuted - 
ment, and for fake not the Law of thy Mother. For although 
good Inftru&ion be for the matter of it, always to be imbraced 
from whomfoever it lhall proceed, yet when it (ball come 
from a Parent, it obligeth us not only becaule it is good, but 
becaule it is Authoritatiye; neither are weonly to hearken to 
their Ccunfcl, but alfb to imitate the holy Examples of our 
Parents: And therefore it is commended in $olmo» y that he 
walked in the Steps of his Father David. 

Suffer 
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Suffer me only in a word, to- let home this upon the 
Confidences of ftubborn and difobedient Children. Con- 
fider what your Demeanour hath been towards your Pa¬ 
rents, to whom you owe your Selves, your Lives, your 
Education. Bene'fits that can never be repaid them, altho 
you fhould undergo all the Hardships imaginable to make 
an acknowledgment of them. Can you imagine the Cares, 
the parching Thoughts, the perplexing Fears which your 
tender Parents are continually diftratted with, for your 
good ? And will youfo requite their Love, as to defpife their 
Perfons, of whom you your felves are a part, and make their 
very Bowels rebel againft them ? Certainly were there any 
Ingenuity of Nature,or the Principles of Iteafon and Equity 
not quite fpent and extinguifhed in you, the Love and So¬ 
licitude they have expreft for you, would again return unto 
them, if not in equal Meafures, yet in the moft ample and 
acceptable that is poflible for you to render. And if there 
be any of you, who by your Stubborn nefs and Difobedience, 
have brought down the gray Hairs of your Parents with 
Sorrow to the Grave; confider ferioufly what an unnatural 
Sin you have been guilty of: and becaufe you cannot now 
beg Pardon of them, beg Pardon of God, the great and 
univerfal Father of all; beg that he would not revenge your 
Difobedience to your Parents, by the Difobedience of your 
Children towards you. 

Thus you have feen what Duties Children owe unto their 
Parents- Let us now fee what are the reciprocal Duties of 
Parents towards they: Children.. For in all unequal dela¬ 
tions, the Superiority refts only in one part, yet the Duty 
is divided between both. . 

The Duty therefore of Parents refpe&s either the Tem¬ 
poral or Spiritual Good of. their Children, for both are 
given them in charge. v , 

... As for their Temporal Good, two duties are incumbent 
upon them, Protection andJ^oyafjon; ‘and both of thefe the 

Law 
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Law of Nature teacheth them. Do wc not lee even in 
brute Creatures themfelves, that a ftrong Parental Affe&i- „ 
on makes them dare unequal Dangers, and expole their 
owh Lives' to the greateft hazard, only to defend-their 
young ? We fee with what indefatigable Induftry they ei¬ 
ther lead them unto, or bring them in their Food and 
Nourifbment, till they have taught them the Art and Me- 
. thod of providing for themfelves, and living at their otoh 
finding. And if the infiio&and impulfeof Nature be lo 
powerful in Irrational Creatures, how much more Ihould 
it prevail in us, in whom Realon Ihould perfeft Nature ? 
and we be the more careful, in as much as the Charge com¬ 
mitted to us is more noble ? and that it is not a Sparrow nor 
a Chicken that we are to look after, but a Man, a King of 
the Univerfe, defigned for great Imployments, and to great 
Ends, an .Heir of the World; and if we fail not in educa¬ 
ting him, maybe an Heir of Eternal Glory ? 

fir ft ; We owe them Prote&ion, and this their Weak- 
nefs and Hefplelsnels often calls for at our Hands. How 
many Difeafes and Dangers is their feeble Infancy expofed 
unto ? And in their growing Childhood, want of Care and 
Experience runs them daily into more. Now Parents are 
to be their Guards, and by their Skill and Strength fence 
off thofe Wrongs and Injuries that threaten them. And in 
lo doing, they perform not only a Parental, but an Angelical 
Mat. 18.10. Work. Take heed that ye defpife not one of thefe little ones ; 
for I fay unto you , that in Heaven their Angels do always be¬ 
hold the face of tny Father which is'in Heaven. And if 
God, the great Father of the whole Family both in Heaveh 
' and Earth, hath out of his infinite Terraernefs and Com¬ 
panion, appointed his holy Angels to be their Guardians, 
that they who attend the Throne of his Glorious Ma jelly, 
Ihould likewile attend the Cradles and Beds, and wandering 
Steps of little Ones; it is not ofjly inhunrane for Parents to 
negleft the Care'of thtfij Childrat, 'htit deviliih tbdo them 
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hurt, or deftroy them themfclves; the too common Practice. 
of many Wretches, who, to hide and cover their Shame, 
either abandon or murder the Fruit of their Bowels. 

Secondly ; As Parents owe their Children Prote&ion from - 
incident Evils, lb iikewife Provifion of NccelTaries and 
Conveniences according to the Rank and Degree in which 
the Divine Providence hath let them*, And this the Scrip* 
ture often inculcates, Mat. 7.9,10. What Man is there 4- 
mortg you, whom if his Son ask Bread , will give him 4 
Stone ? Or if he ask a Fijb, will give him a Scorpion? Inti¬ 
mating unto us, that we are bound to give our Children 
what is fit for the Suftentation of that Life which they 
have received from us. And indeed they are our Flefh and 
our Bone; they are our felves multiplied. Now Nature 
teacheth us to cherifh and nourifh Our own Flcfh, as the 
Apoftle fpeaketh, Ephef. 5.29. Nay the Apoftlehath laid 
this Charge exceeding high; If any Man provide not for his , Tim c g 
mriy and efpemByfor thofc of his Boufe , he hath denied the- 
Eaithy *nd is worfe than an Inf del ; and that becauie even 
the Infidels and Heathens are taught by the Light and 
Law of Nature, to make Provifion for their own; and this 
Provifion is not only for the prefenr, but our Care is to ex¬ 
tend farther, and according to our Ability (bating the 
Expences of Decency and Charity} we are to take cafe 
for their future Subfiftence ; and if we cannot leave them a * 
Patrimony, we are to leave them an Art and Calling, where¬ 
by, through the Blefling of God, they may procure their 
own Livelihood. So the Apoftle, 2 Cor. 12.14. TheChildreri - 
o^ght not to lay up for the Barents^ hut the Parents forthe- 
Children. And if wemuft pfeee them out' to 1 Vocation,’, 
we muft endeavour with all our Prudence to fit. it to their 
Genius and Inclination: for otherwife it will not be a Vo¬ 
cation, but a Vexation unto them all their Days: Still re- 
membring, that if we pioufly defign any unto the Work of 1 
the Lord, it fhould be thofe who are moll pregnant, and ■ 

whom. 1 
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whom God hath indowed with thfe greateft Gifts for lb . 
high a Miniftration. For it is a Sin very like to that of 
Jeroboam, who made Ifrael to fin, to conlecrate Priefts un¬ 
to the Lord of the refute and vileft of the People, and to 
think thole fit enough for the Temple, who through the 
Deformity of their Body, or the Defers of their Minds, 
are not fit for a Shop, or for any other Employment. * 
And lo much for thole Duties of Parents which concern 
the Temporal Good of their Children. 

But then they are obliged to others, of an higher and no- 
- bier Nature, which concern their Spiritual Good, and have 
an Influence into their Eternal Happinels. 

And here, their firft Duty is to incorporate them into 
the Church of Chrift, by the prefenting them to holy 
Baptifm, which is the Laver of Regeneration, and which 
Jeius Chrift hath inftituted for the Admiflion and Initiation 
of new Members into his Body the Church, and new Sub¬ 
jects into his'Kingdom. Nay it is not an empty bare Ce¬ 
remony, but it is a Seal of the Promile of the Covenant, a 
Sign of the Grace of the Spirit, and a means appointed’to 
convey it to the Soul. And therefore tfiole Parents are 
highly injurious to their Children, who either through 
Carelefsnels or Contempt, debar, them from, lb excellent 
and Ipiritual an Ordinance and Priviledg, yea indeed the 
only Ipiritual Priviledg which their Age makes them capa¬ 
ble of. What do they elle hereby, but put their Children 
into a worle Condition than the .Children of the Jews, 
w ; ho in their Infancy were admitted,to the Sacrament of 
, Circpmcifioh, which the Apoftle calls a Seal of the Right '- 
oufnifs of faith? Rom. 4.1 r. And certainly, if this Seal 
of Circumcifion were broken by the Coming of Chrift, 
and' nd other were inftituted, whereof the Children of 
Believers under the Gofpel might be made Partakers; our 
Infants then muft needs be in a worfe Condition than theirs; 
and Chrift’s coming into the World hath in this refpeft , 

rather 
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rather diminifhed the Priviledges of the Church, than in- 
larged them. It ought therefore to be the firft and chiefeft 
Care of every Godly Parent, to offer his Children to this 
holy Ordinance; efpecially confidering that they are Par¬ 
takers of his (infill and corrupt Nature, that he hath been 
an Inftrument of conveying down along to them the Guilt 
of the firft Tranfgreffion, and that Defilement which hath 
infected the whole Soul; and therefore it is theleaft that 
his Charity can do for thenp, to offer them unto that Re¬ 
medy which our Saviour hath provided both to remove the 
Guilt, and cleanfe away the Filth of their Natures. For 
be the Parents themfelves never fo holy and fan&ified, yet 
their Children are born in their Filth, and in their Bloods 
And this Aufiin expreffeth by a very apt Similitude; “ The Sicutpr*- 
“ Chaff (faith he) is carefully feparated from the Wheat r 
“ that we fbw; and yet the Wheat which it produceth circuma- 
u groweth up with Husks and Chaff about it. So thole fionemau- 
whom the Holy Ghoft hath fan&ified and cleanfed, yet 
they produce Children naturally unclean, tho federally quo* gig. 
holy. And therefore being born within the Promifes of 
the Covenant, their Parents ought to fee that the Seal of pica* 
the Covenant be applied unto them ; that is, they derive quaeoperc 
Corruption from them, they may by them be brought to 
.the means of cleanfing and wafhing. . gratia ft- 

Secondly ; When they are thus initiated and entered intoP aratnr ! 
the Church of Chrift, another Duty that Parents owe them SX qui 
is, to inftruQ: and admonifh them, to educate them in the depurgato 
Fear and Know ledg of God, and this the Apoftle exprefly 
enjoyns, Ephef.6. 4. Te Fathers , bring up your Children.in Ep. aaa. 
the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. And fb Deut. 4.9. 

Forget not the things which thine Eyes have feen, but teach 
them thy Sons, and thy Sons Sons. We find that God gives 
an honourable Teftimony concerning Abraham, and con¬ 
fides in him upou this account, Gen. 18.19. 1 know Abra¬ 
ham, that he will command his Children, and his Houlbold 
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tftir kirn, and they fl>*H kttf the tuy ef the Leri, to do 
Juft tee and Judgment. Ana Solomon extols his Father Da¬ 
vid for bis Care in inftru&iag him, Prov. 4. $,4. I who 
M f Fathers Sony and he taught me alfa and [aid unto me , Let 
thy Heart retain my words ; keep my Commandment s, and live. 
Now this Ioftruoion muft not be nice and critical, but 
familiar and obvious, teaching them fuch Fundamental 
, Truths, and Principles of Chriftian Dottrine as are of ab- 
folate neceffity to be known^ and in (itch a manner as 
may be moft finable to their Capacity and Difcretion: 
And if Parents would be but careful and conlcienrious 
in the performance of this Duty, infnfmg into their Minds, 
before they are filled .with Vanity, the Knowledg of* God, 
and of Chrift, and of Religion ; and forming, their Wills, 
whilft they are flexible, to the love of Piety and Vertue V 
the next Generation would not generally lee fo much De¬ 
bauchery in Youth, nor fo much Obduraep iffi Old Age,. as 
is now every-where too vifibte and apparent. By this' 
means the Miniver’s Work would be half dooe> to his 
Hands. It would be needful only to feed his Flock with 
ftrong Meat, and to prefs them only to a vigorous and 
ehearfol performance of tlwfe Duties off Hdinefs, tO\riiieh 
, • their pious Education made them before inclinable,. 

Now this way of InftruQfion- k either, 

Fir ft'. By reading to them, or caufing them to read the 
Holy Scriptures, and pointing out to them thole Qbfer- 
vables which are moft agreeable to their Age and Appre- 
henfions. Thus it is laid of Timothy , that from a Child 
9 rita \\[he had known the Holy. Scriptures. And doubtfefs he was 
trained up in that Knowledg by the Care of his Mother, 
and Grand-Mother, whom the Apoftle honourably com-, 
mends, Chap. 1. 5. And, , , 

Secondly ; By catechifing and mltrutting them in the 
Grounds and principal Do&rines of Religion. Indeed a 
continuedDifeourfe is not fo informing, nor doth it fallen 
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and rivet Inftru&ion into young Minds, lo well as where 
it is diver fified by Q^eftions and Anfwcrs. This makes 
them Mahers of their own Notions, and able to weild and 
manage them afterwards to their better advantage. And 
truly this l take to be the. very Realbn why lo. many fit 
grofly ignorant under many 3 feai;s.preaching of ; tfie .'Word 
unto them, JTyarce able to give any tolerableaccount of the 
very firli Principles of the . Oracles of God, becaufe they 
were aever.educated in this way.of .Citcchifing, they were 
never tried, not learchfd,, nOfJ&heJftceogithof their Memo* 
ties and Capacities excrci&d by QijeftjOos,, ^ i ; 

Porxunnipgand continued fHfeOurlea, areiike. the felling 
'of Raui.iyppn a- fmooth/Rcgfe, ‘where :it trkkks off; as it 
defends: JBut Quefidonsand Examinations ate like digging 
of it, and making it fit to retain What is poured upon it; 
iBut whatlpeyer Methodyw may judgmoft.profitable,:yet 
certainly Infiru^ton in theiftmder Years, is abfbb*ily 
ceflary tpfelon them betimes'with die Knowlcdg of tbe 
Grounds of Religion, and a Love and Veneration of Piety* 

.which will afterwards have a mighty Influence to keep 
tfiem from being: led away, eithpr with the Errors, or sm 
godly PrafHces of lewd and ungodly jMfen. Train bp la 
Child in the way-he Jhonld go: and when he void, he bid not roT ‘ 22 ’ 
depart from it. For when the Relu£fertce of corrupted 
Nature is thus early maft^r’d, and VertuE habituated in 
them, ( as there muft be ftrong .Convi&ions, and Almighty 
Grace, to break off the long accuftonaed Habits of Sin : lo) 
there muft be very powerful and prevalent Temptations 
that (hall induce luch an one, whole KnoWledg of God, and 
Love of Vertue have grown up with him froib his Child* 
hood,to turn a Recreant to his former Profeflion and Praftice, 
and to forget that^before which he can hardly remember any 
ibing ; or if through the Violenceof Temptationhe Ihould 
be hurried into any Extravagancy and Excels,hisCpnlci- 
.ence hath a greater advantage to. reduce him again, than it 
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hath upon othere who arc-trained up ignorantly and barba- 
rouflv. It willftill purfuc him, difturb him in his Sins, 
and his early Notions of Piety and Religion will imbittef 
the Sweets which he fancied and others perhapsjind in 
them; and his Confcience will never leave crying and cla¬ 
mouring, and threatning, till it bring him back with Tears 
m his Eyes, and Sorrow in his Heart, and Shame in his 
Face, to his former regular and unblameable Conversion 
Thirdly ; Another Duty which Parents are obliged unto 
is not only the giving their Children good Inftru&ns, but 
good Examples, to let before them the Copies and Pattern 
of thole Vermes which they teach. And this indeed is the 
moft lively and the moft eflfeaual way to profit them. Thou 
who before thy Child blafphemeft the Name of God bv 
{wearing or curling, thou who abufeft thy felf and others 
by Riot and Intemperance, doll thou expeft that ever he 
fliould reverence that holy and dreadful Name which thou 
profaneft; or love that Sobriety and Temperance, which 
thou poffiblv mayeft commend to him in Words, bur doll 
much more forbid it him by thy Deeds ? for it is the Glorv 
andBoaftof Children to be, and to do, like their Paren J 
And although there be few fo forlornly wicked and utterly 
abandoned over unfoVice, but that they would have their 
Children love and praftife Vertuc, aqd may perhapslbme- 
times exhort them thereunto; yet alas, what Effbft can 
empty Words have when they are cGntradifted and over- 
horn by Deeds? When the corrupt Nature thou haft given 
them, fhall be improved by the ill Examples thou daily 
giveft them; what avail all thy Exhortations and Admo¬ 
nitions, unlefs it be to upbraid and reproach thy felf, and 
increale both thine own Condemnation, and theirs too? 

Jmtrud, Even the Heathen Satyrift.could fay, Maxim* debit ur puero 
reverent i *; We ought to reverence and ftand in aw of Chil¬ 
dren, that they fee nothing vicious or 'difhoneft by us, not 
lo much for the Shame of it as the Example: for there is 
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no Pelt lo contagious as Vice ; the leaft Converfe will ferve 
to rub it upon others, efpecially your Parents Vice upon 
their Children, who if they think it not Obedience, and 
a part of Duty to imitate them, yet cannot but conclude 
themfelves iecure both from Reprools and Corrections. 
The Practice of Superiours hath certainly a mighty Influ* 
ence in forming the manners of thole who are fubjeCt to 
them; for let them prelcribe what Rules, and enaft what 
Laws they pleafe, let their Authority be as great as can be, 
yet their Example will be far greater than their Authority, 
and Inferiours will be incouraged bv it boldly to tranlgrefr, 
when Shame and Confcioufnels wall tie up the Hands of 
thole who Ihould punifh them. Bat now when a Godly 
Parent £ball not only with the molt tender and affectionate 
Words that Love can dictate, inltru& his Children in the 
Ways of Holinefs, but walk before them in thole Ways, 
not only by Admonitions lhe\ai it to be moft rational, but 
by conftant PraCtice ihew it rc^be molt plealant and de¬ 
lightful; certainly that Nature mult needs be molt de- 
ploredly vicious, which can in this cafe be refractory, and 
will not go whither both Wind and Tide lead him ; where¬ 
as others poffibly who have only the Breath of good In It ru¬ 
ctions, are carried away headlong, and drowned in Perditi¬ 
on by the Itronger Current of evil Examples. 

fourthly ; Ifneither InftruCtions nor good Examples will 
prevail, then Correction and Difcipline is neceffary, and 
becomes a Duty, though perhaps it may be as grievous to 
the Parent to infliCt it, as it is to the Child to fuller it. I 
know there may be, and often is Excels in this kind* when 
Choler and Paflion prelcribe the meafures of Punilhment. 
This is fierce and inhumane Tyranny, and argues fiich Pa¬ 
rents to be devoid of natural AffeCtion. And this immode¬ 
rate ungoverned Correction, is lb far from profiting Clul-. 
dren, that it often-times exalperates them, and makes 
them the more ftubborn and untraCtable; or elicit only 
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dilpirits and ftupifies them. And therefore the Apoftfc 
hath twice cautioned Parents againft this provoking way 
of Difcipiine; Ephef. 6 . 4. Ye fathers, provoke not your Chil¬ 
dren to Wrath : And again, Col. 3. 21. Fathers, provoke not 
your Children to anger, left they be difcomraged. Yet not- 
withftanding, where Age and Decency will allow it, and 
'Prudence doth require it, it is fbmetimes neceffary to ule 
the Severity of Difcipiine; and let not a foolifh Foodnefe 
here interpole: For certainly God loves his Children with 
a much more parental Affection, than- you can love yours; 
and yet he tells us, Rev. 3. 19. As many ns Hove, l rebuke 
and chaftey: And the Apoftle tells u£, Htb~ ia. 6. Whom 
the Lord loveth he ehaftneth, and ftourgeth every San whom be 
reeeiveth. If there be not a due foterctle of Difcipiine and 
Correction, nothing elfe can be expeCted but that Gttr 
> Children will Wax wanton with as; and next, rebellious 
: againft us. Now this Severity niuft be tiled betimes, be¬ 
fore Age and Spirit have hardnea them-againft die Fear dr 
Smart of Correction. The wile Man hath told u$, Prow. 
1 £. 24. He that fpareth hit Rod , hateth his Sons but he that 
loveth him , shaftneth him betimes. 

This is the way; 

• Fir ft. To deliver him from greater Sufferings and Mi£ 
chiefs that elle will follow: Better the Rod than the Tree. 
Thou mayft, for wight thou knoweft, redeem his Life by it, 
and deliver him from the hand of Juftice, and eternal Wrath 
of God, and lave his Soul from everlafting Smart and Tor- 
-ment. So Prov. 23.13,14. With-hold not Correction from 
the Child ; for if thou beateft him with the Rod , he fbaUnat 
die; Thoujbalt beat him with the Rod, and deliver his Soul 
from Hell. And, 

Secondly, By this courle thou (halt bring thy fclf much 
Comfort, moft likely in his Reformation, or if not in that, 
yet at leaft in the Confidence of having performed thy Du¬ 
ty, and done all that lay in thy Power for his good. But 
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what Support and Comfort can that Parent have, who 
when his Children grow lewd and debauch’d, (half fadly 
refled, upon it, that it was only his Fondnefs and foolilft 
Pitty which ruined them? Take this for certain, that as 
many deferved Stripes as you (pare from the Child, you do 
but lav upon your own Backs y and rhofe whom you have 
refufed to chaftife, God will make them (evens Scourges to 
afflift and chaftift you. 

And thefeare the Duties which you owe to your Chil¬ 
dren, immediately refpe&ing their fpiritual Good: Initi¬ 
ating them by Baptifm, giving them good Inftru&ions, 
good Examples, and neceffary Corre&ion. 

There is one Duty more, and it is a very principal one, 
which refpeds both their temporal and fpiritual Good; and 
that is, fervent and carneft Prayer to God- for them, without 
whkhall the reft will be ineftedoal. Whenever therefore 
thou eoraeft unto die Throne of Grace, bring theft; thy 
dear Pledges upon thy Heart with thee; earneSly implore 
of Gad, that he would own them, and provide for them, 

*s his own Children, that he would adopc them into the 
Family of Heaven, make them Heir* of Glory, and Co¬ 
heirs with Jefias Chrift; that he would give them a eonve-i 
nient Portidh of good thiug*for this,Life, that they may 
ferve him with the more Chearfulnefe arid Alacrity, and a . 
large Portion of fpiritual Bleffings in Heavenly things in. 
Chrift Jefus, and at length bring them to the Heavenly In¬ 
heritance. And know affuredly, that the Prayers of Pa¬ 
rents are very effeduaf, and have a kind of Authority in . 
them.to impetrate and obtain what they foe for. This is 
the Benedidion or Bleffing which Holy Fathers in Scripture 
have beftowed upon their Children; and we find that their 
Bleffing was their Deftiny. Thus Jacob bfeflfed his Sons 
the Patriarchs, and, as it were, divided among them the 
Treafiires of God’s Bleffings; and God the great Father 
would not have the Bleffing of a Father pronounced in vain, . 
but ratified and fulfilled them in the Succeis. And. 
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And as Parents Bleifings have great Influence upon their 
Children, fb likewife have their Curies : and therefore they 
fhould beware what they wilh or pray aginft them. A ram 
and paflionate Curie is oftentimes direfully fufilled, not 
only to the Ruin of the Children, but the too late Sorrow 
ana Repentance of the Parents. We know how deep the 
Curfe of Noah duck in Cham, and all hisPoderity. For the 
Words of a Father are weighty and authoritative even with 
God himielf, and he will not lightly differ them to foil to 
the ground, when they are fpoken either for, or againd 
thole over whom-he himielf hath given them Power and 
Authority. 

I fhall dole up this with one Word to thole who are Pa¬ 
rents. Confidcr what a great Charge God hath intruded 
you with. In your hands is depofited the Hope andBleffing, 
or elfe the Curie and Plague of the next Age; your Families 
are the Nurieries both of Church and State; and according 
to the manuring of them now, fuch will their Fruits, be 
hereafter. COnfider I befeech you, how you have managed 
this great Trud: Are your Children like Olive-branches 
round about your Table, each promifing to bring forth 
good Fruit in their due Seaibn ? Have you taken care, by 
your good Indru&ions, and good Examples, to form 
the Lord Jefus in them ? Have you taken care, by Cor¬ 
rection and Diicipline, to cut off all Excrefcencies and Su¬ 
perfluities of Naughtineis from them ? Or, do they remain 
dill Sons of Belialy wild, rude, unnurtured, and diibbedi- 
ent ? Certainly God will require an account of them at your 
hands; for they are his, and only left in your keeping, and 
to your Education. But alas, the lewd Pra&ices, and the 
too ripe Sins of young ones,do clearly convince Parents rather 
to have infuied Wickedneis into them, than curbed it. And 
the Wit and Forwardneis of their Wickedneis beyond their 
Years, make it evident that they have but borrowed it from 
your Examples. Beware led God punifl) you in them; 
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and punilh them for what they have learnt of you, and you 
in Hell for not better inftru&ing and admonifhing of 
them. 

And if any of you have reafon ladly to complain of the 
Stubbomnefs and Dilbbedience of your Children, I be leech 
you (erioufly to reflect upon thecauieof it, and conlider 
whether it may not be juftly imputed to thy want of Care 
in their Education, or to tny bad Examples thou haft given 
them; or poffibly by their Rebellion and Undutifulneft to¬ 
wards thee, God juftly puniflieth thy Rebellion and Undi> ^ 
tifulneft towards thy Father. I remember a ftory of 
grace left and defperate young Wretch, who being thwarted 
by his aged Father in lome of his lewd Pranks, invaded his 
gray Hairs, and dragged him by them along the ground 
to'the very Threlhold of his Door : his poor old Father 
fullered it lilently till then, but then looking pittifully up*- 
on him, he laid; Son, forbear nowand let trie go, fori re- 
member I dragg’d my Father to this very place, and there 
left him; and acknowledged the righteous Judgment of 
Godin lb juft a Requital. But whatsoever thy Conicience 
ffcall fuggeft to thee to have been a Provocation unto God 
thus to punilbthee, (and certainly it is one of the greateft 
Punilhments that can befala Man in this World) numbly 
crave Pardon of him who is thy Father, and beg him that 
he Would be pleated to turn tne Hearts of the Children 
unto their Fathers, and the Hearts of all unto himfelf. 

Thus we have confidered the Duties of natural Parents 
towards their Children, and the Duties of Children reci¬ 
procally towards their Parents. 

But there is glib another Rank of Fathers, and they are 
Political; Pttres PttrU, the Fathers of their Country, 
unto whom we owe Honour and Reverence by the Obli¬ 
gation of this Command. And thefe are the Magiftcafes 
and Governours that God hath let over us i They akt his 
Deputies and Vice-gerents upon Earth, and the Authority 
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with which they (tend inverted, is originally in and de¬ 
rivatively from the fupream King of Kings, and Lord of 
all Lords; their Kingdoms are buc the feveral Provinces of 
his Univerlal Empire ; He hath given them their Patent 
to be his Lieutenants and Vice-Roys, for by him Kings 
reign, end Princes decree Jufiice , Prov. 8. 15. Not by his 
Permiffion only, but by his Ordinance and Appointment. 
And whereas a great and confpicuous part of the Image of 
God conlirts in his Soveraignty and Dominion, he hath lo 
exprefly ftampt this Image of his upon them, that for 
their likenefs to him in it, he gives them the lame glo¬ 
rious Name by which himlelf is known; Pftl. 82. 6. I 
Jofephus heve feid, ye ere Gods $ and Exod. 22. 28. Them /belt not 
stpfS r ‘ rev *k Gods, nor curfe the Ruler of thy People. And our 
miitstbat Saviour tells us, John 10. 55. That they are called 
as Gods, hecaule the Word of God came unto them: The 
Matkn Word of God, that is, the Appointment and ConjmifCon 
Gods. which they have received from God. 

. _ It is obfervable, that as other inferiour Creatures revere 
the very Countenance of a Man, and thole few Strictures 
of the defaced Image of God which are ftill remaining 
there, and that although they far exceed in Strength, yet 
dare not (unlels enraged) make life of it agaioft their na¬ 
tural, though weaker Lords: So alio, that God hath Ipread 
fiich an awe upon the Face of Authority, that a Look 
or a Word from a lawful Magirtrate, lhall more daunt 
and terrify, than the armed Force of an Enemy. There 
-is fome fecret Character that God hath imprinted on them, 
which makes them venerable ; and although their SubjeCts 
do as far exceed them in Strength, as they do in Number, 
( yet Strength alone was never made to command, but rather 
to obey and execute, and Power ought to be the Servant of 
Authority. ‘ 

: Nor hath God ordained Magirtracy only out of relpeCb 
to lame few whom he hath ennobled, that they might en- 
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joy a Priviledge and Pt^fcgative above the common and 
vulgar Sort of Men, but he hath ordained it for the general 
Good of Mankind; yea, and I have often and ferioufly 
thought, that next to the invaluable Gift of Jefiis Chrift, 
the bed and the greateft Good that God ever gave the World, 
was this Appointment of Magiftracy. For were it not for 
this, the whole World would be turned into a Wildernefs, 
and Men into falvage Beads, preying one upon another: 
Did not the Fear or Man reftrain them, when they have 
eaft off the Fear of God; did they not dread the Infli&ion 
of temporal Punilhments, when they (light the Threatnings 
of eternal, we might be as (afe among Lions and Tygers, 
as among Men; and find better Refuge, and be.ttef Society 
in Solitudes, than in Cities: Within would be Fears, With¬ 
out Violence, and every where Tumults, Uprores, and 
Diftra&ions ; our Dwellings, our Perfons, our Poffeflions, 
all expoied to the Fury of bloody and mercileis Invaders; 
and, as the Prophet (peaks, flofea 4. 2. By Swearing and Ly¬ 
ing, and Kjlling, and Stealing , and committing Adultery , 
they would break out , until Blood touched Blood ; and there 
would be no more Peace nor Agreement on Earth than 
there is in Hell : But the all-wife God who hath fiibdued 
the Beads of the Earth to Man, hath likewife fubdued 
Man (who elfe would become more wild trad brutilh than 
they) unto Man. So that thefe who dand not in any awe 
of the God of Heaven, yet are awed by the Gods of the 
Earth; and whom the Thoughts of Hell and eternal Wrath* 
cannot (care from Wickednels, yet many times the Thoughts 
of a Prifon, or of a Gibbet, doth. 

Magidracy then being an Inditution of foch great B* 
minency, and abfolute Neceflity, let us fee what are the Du¬ 
ties. 

Firjl, Of thofe who are inveded with it towards their 
Subje&s: And then, ' 
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Secondly, The Duties of their Spbje&s reciprocally to¬ 
wards them. 

Of the Firflyi (ball fpeak but briefly, fince we are chiefly 
concern’d in the Know ledg and Pra&ice of the Second. 

Magiftrates therefore may be oonfidered either; as Su- 
pream or Subordinate, according to the Diftin&ion the 
Apoftle makes of them, i Pet. 2.13 ,14. The King as Su- 
pream, and Governours fent by him as fubordinate: each of 
thefe have their refpe&ive Duties belonging unto them. 


As for fupream Magiftrates, their Duty is, 

: ijf. To eftablifli and. maintain the true Worfhip and 
Service of GocJ, and to purge out all Corruptions and A- 
bufes that have any way adulterated it with Superftitions. 
or idolatrous Mixtures. God hath appointed a Soveraign 
Prince to be Cufios utriufo, TahuU, a .Guardian of both 
Tables of bis,Law; and hath put the Sword into his Hands, 
not only tp be an Avenger in Cafes of Injury done by 
Man to Man, but tQ be an Avenger in cafe of the Viola¬ 
tion of thofe Laws which immediately refped his own 
Worfhip, and to be a Reformer pf the Corruptions of the 
Church* as, well as the Diforders of the State.. Indeed, 
this Power and Supremacy which we thus aforibe unto 
him, is not formally and intrinfically Spiritual or Eccle- 
fiaftical, but only objectively fuch : For they neither have 
the power of Order, which gives Authority to preach the. 
Gofpel, and adminifter the Sacraments, which properly, 
belongs unto the Mini fterial Office; and whofoever lie be 
that fhall iptrude himfelf thereinto without a lawful Call 
and Ordination, be his Gifts or Place never fo eminent, 
he is guilty of the fame Prefumption that Vz&iab was, and 
may dreadfully expert the fame, or a greater Punifhment, 
it Giron. 26.16,19. His Heart, v/as lifted uf to his Defir net ion ; 
for he tranfgrcjfed, and. went into the Temple of the. Lord to 
. * . ; hum 


Digitized by 


Google 




tDe iftftj) CommanDment. t6j 

turn Incenfe upon the Aker of Incenfc t and whilfi the Cenfer 
wet in his Heady the Liftoff rofe. up in hit Forehead, Nei- ' 
ther have they the power of the Keys committed unto 
them, to bind and lode, to retain and remit Sins by a due 
pronouncing of Ecclefiaftical Cenfures : For thole two 
Powers of Order and the Keys, appertain! only unto the 
Ministers of the Gofpel, for to them only were they com¬ 
mitted. ■ 

Yet Princes have a Power of Jurifdiftion over Church- 
Affairs, and ought by their Laws and Authority to pro¬ 
vide that God be worlhipped in his own preformed Way, 
that Herefies be rooted outy Schilms ana Rents healed, 
fiubborn Contemners; of God’s Laws, as well as theirs, fe- 
yerely punilh’d, the MouthofBlafphemy Hopp’d, Minifters. 
commanded to, and encouraged in the conscientious Per¬ 
formance of their Duty; that nothing be tolerated in 
praflice contrary to the Rajesof a good Life * that nothing 
be ; broached ha Doftfine contrary to the Form of found 
Words which hath been delivered unto us. Thus far 
feacheth the Magiftrates Duty and Authority in things 
pertaining unto the Church; . And therefore we find in the 
Scripture, that when the Worlhip of the, true God was lb 
much corrupted and forgotten among the lfraelites t that 
Mieehy out of a blind ana idolatrous Devotion, made him a • 
whole Chappel- of Gods, to worlhip The Holy Ghoft gives 
this as a Caufo of lb great an Abomination, that in thofe 
Dept there was no Kj*g in Ifrael, Judg. 17. 6 . In Judges 
the yth we read thar tragical Hiftory of Adultery, and 
Uncleaanels unco Death ; and the very lamereafon is given 
for the Licentipufnefs of thofe Times, ver. 1. In thofe Days 
there was no King in ifrael. And this plainly intimates 
unto us, that not only Adultery and Murder, Sins againlt 
the lecond Table of the Law,, but alfo Idolatry and falle 
Worlhip, againft. the firff, ought, and might have been 
either prevented cur punilhed, had there been a King and. 

Ruler. 
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Ruler in Jfrael’, and that it had been his Duty to have 
drawn his Swdrd, and exercifod his Authority againft the 
one, as well as againft che other. We read likewifo offbme 
Kings reproved, becaufo they took not away the high Places, 
but iuffered the People ftill to burn Incenfe on them, not- 
withftanding they proceeded for in other Parts of Refor¬ 
mation. Otners are commended, that they did remove them. 
And among the moft renowned A$s of Hezekioh's Pietyj 
if is mentioned to his immortal Honour, that he command¬ 
ed the Priefts and Levites to fanftify themfolves, and cleanfo 
the Temple, .and reftore the true Worfhip of God, after 
many years Interruption; when it was not only difufod, 
but almoft forgotten, 2 Chron. 29. The like alio did King 
Jofios with the like Zeal, and received the like Approbati¬ 
on and Teftimony from God. 

This therefore is the firft and chief Duty of Supream 
Magiftrates, •biz,. To maintain the true'Worfhip and Ser¬ 
vice of God, and to reform whatfoever Corruptions and Abu- 
fes they find to have crept into it. • 

Secondly ; Another Duty is, to appoint Men of approved 
Ability and Integrity to be in Authority under, them. 
For, becaufo Kings cannot be omniprefont, nor oraniftienr, 
it is therefore neceffary that they fhould hear with other 
Mens Ears, and foe with other Mens Eyes, and a& with 
other Mens Hands; and therefore - they ought to make 
choice of fuch as are Men of known Fidelity and Wifdom, 
to commit fo great a Charge unto. For be the Fountain 
never fo clear, yet the Streams<muft heeds be polluted, if 
they run through filthy Channels: Kings therefore fbould 
do according to the Counfol of Jethro, Exofl. 18. 21. Pro - 
vide out of all the People able Men , fuch at fear God , Men of 
Truth , hating Covetoufnefs ; and place fuch as thefe over them . 

But where this courfo is not taken, but fuch are intruded 
with Command and Authority, who either negle£f the 
Government of the People, or opprefs them in it, what 

doth 
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doth the Prince but give away the half or more of his King* 
dom ? for what is not ruled, is loft. Neither fhould thele 
fubftitute Magiftrates be too numerous; for the very Mul¬ 
titude of them may poflibly be more burdeniome to the Peo¬ 
ple, than helpful to the Prince. 

Thirty ; Magiftrates ought to diftribute Juftice impar¬ 
tially, to maintain the Caufe of the poor OpprefTed, and to 
reftrsin the Infolence of their proud OppreiTors j, to crufli 
them by his juft Authority, who would crufli others by 
,their un juft Tyranny. This is a truly Royal and Princely 
Vertue, which will prove not only an Ornament to. the 
Crown, but a Safety to the Throne: For the Throne is 
efiablifted by Rtghteoujnefs , faith the Wife Man, Proverbs 
1 6. 12. 

Fourthly ; Princes and Magiftrates ought to be moft 
exemplary for Vertue and Piety. The Eyes of all thePeo- 

S le are upon them, and their Actions have as great an in- 1 
uence upon their Subje&s as their. Laws. Facere reft) rives 
/uos Princeps optimus faeiendo docer, tutuq, fit imperior maxi- -ycII.Pacet-- 
mttf f exemplo major efi, faith Paterculus A good Prince culw, l. a. 
teacheth his Subje&s to live well, by living well himfelf; 
and although he be greateft in Command, is yet ftill greater 
in Example. And therefore he is doubly bound to vertuous 
Anions, both by his Confcience, and by his Condition: 

The, one as he refpe&s his own Perfonal good; the other 
as he tenders the good of his People, who commonly take 
their Meafures from their Superiours, and think Imitation 
of their Practices, to be a more acceptable Service, than O- 
bedience to their Laws. 

But I cannot infill on every particular Duty of Princes 
and Magiftrates, neither perhaps would it be here very 
proper. 

In a word therefore, They ought to fear God, above all, 
to feek his Honour and Glory, who hath railed them, to 
the higheft pitch of humane Honour and Glory ; to be 

prudent 
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prudent in their Defigns, couragious in their Performan¬ 
ces, faithful in their Promifes, wife in their Counfels, ob¬ 
servant of their own Laws, careful of their Subje&s Wel¬ 
fare, merciful to the Oppreffed* favourable to the Good, ter¬ 
rible to the Evil, and juft towards all. Let them remem* 
her thefe two. things. That they are Gods, and therefore 
flsould rule and govern as they judg God himfelf would do; 
were he vifible here upon Earth; and that they are Metr, 
and therefore muft give an account unto the great God 
of all that Truft he hath repofedin them. And certainly 
if they be careful to perform every! part of their Duty, 
though we -may Took only at the Splendour and Glory of 
their State, yet the Cares arid Troubles thatdtterid it- will ’ 
be found fb great and weighty,, that we fhall finditafl 
feafon in the World to make the Burden of their Crowns 
lighter by our ready and chearful Obedience. 1 It was well 
*f obferved by the ’Lord Veruhm, That Princes'art like the 
Emprt. ]8odies,whieh caufe good or evil Times,arid which 

. bavemuch VerieratiOrt, but no Reft. 

. But then for fubordin’ate Magiftrates, who receive their 

Authority from the Supream, and are between the People 
and thri Prince, as the Prince is between the People and 
God ; we have already heard how they ought to be quali¬ 
fied ; Exod. 18. 2i. They mufb be Men fetring God, Men of 
Truth, end heting Covetoufnefs. Their chief Duty is to fee 
that the Laws be executed according to their full intent, 
without refped of Perfons, neither Fearing to punifh the 
Rich, nor fparing to punifh the Poor, making no difference 
between one Perfbn and another, where the Caufe makes 
none. For whofbever are thus partial, want that Courage 
and Firmnefs that ought to be in a Magiftrate, and fhoula 
make him as inflexible as the Rule of Juftice it felf is; 
neither being frighted by the Power or Threats of thofe 
who are Great, nor melted or fbftened with the Cries of 
the Mean, but moved only by the Caufe. And therefore 

the 
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the Scripture hath exprefly forbidden them, Exod. 23. $. 
to countenance a foor Man in his Canfe: For Pity may (ome»» 
times as much bribe and corrupt Judgment, as Rewards 
They ought to diveft themfelv^s .of all Paflions, private 
Interefts and Affe&ionsj to be impartial in the Execution 
of Juftice upon the mightieft Offender as well as the mean- 
eft ; upon their deareft Friends and Relations, as well as 
upon Strangers or Enemies. This will give Strength and 
Authority to the Laws, which elle are but Cobwebs made 
to catch the {mailer Flies, while the great and ftrorigones 
break eafily through. This is the way to conciliate Reve¬ 
rence and Veneration to the Laws and Government, which 
in our days are moft contumelioufly defpifed and vilified $ 
and by this courfe Judgment fb&H run down our Streets as 
Water , and Righteoufnefi as a might} Stream. In brief; be* 
caufe l would not too long irifift. upon thfe $ubje& (tht> it 
be large and various) let Magiftrates of what kank fo- 
ever they be, ferioufly confider that weighty Charge given 
them by God himfelf, 2 Sam. 23. 3. The God of IuaeT/iwd, 
the Roth of Ifrael [fake to me. He that rwlcth over Men muft fe 
juft, ruling in the rear of God. 1 


Let us, in the next plate, confider the Duties of Subjects- 
towards their Magiftrates and Rulers. And thefo art in 
the general three ; Honour, Obedience, and Prayer to God 
for them. ' < • ' . 

Fir ft ; \Ve muft honour and reverence them, it is the 
• Apoftle’s Command, 1 Pet. 2. rj. fear God. Honour 1 the 
Kj»g- We muft give unto them a threefold Honour; in 
our Thoughts, in our Speeches, and with our Subftance. 

1. We muft honour and reverence them in our Thoughts, 
looking upon them as the lively and vifible Images bf God 
upon Earth. Indeed the Divine Perfe&ions are the higheft 
Object of our Reverence; and therefore as you would 
efteemand honour any for their Wifdom, or for their Ho* 
^ K k linefs, 
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Un&fs becaufe thefearefbme Lineaments and Draughts of 
tW Image of God; fb you ought to reverence thofe to 
whom the Almighty God hath communicated his adorable 
Power and Authority for this alfo is the Image of God 
i n them, ye^, and tho it liquid fb happen that they bear no 
other Refemblance unto God, neither in his Wifdom,nor 
Tuftice, norHolinefs, but are wicked, cruel, tyrannical and 
unwife; yet that Power and Authority alone with which 
they ftand inverted, chaflengeth our ReCpeft and Reve¬ 
rence ; for in this at leaft they are. like unto God; and 
whofoever flights and defpifeth th?m, flights and defpifeth 
one of God’s glorious Attributes fbining forth in,them. We 
ought not to harbour any under-valuing or ill Thoughts of 
than. But where a People are fo happy to be governed 
by thofe Magiftrates who have a whole Conftellation of 
Divine Attributes fhiniag in them, Magiftrates that are 
iuft and merciful, wife and holy; they ought tqgivaunto 
them the greateft Reverence that can belong to Creatures, 
and to efteem and refpe£t them next unto God himfelf. 
But altho all thefefhould be wanting, yet that Power and 
Authority which God hath delegated unto them, is truly 
reverend and awful: And the wife Man hath commanded 
us, Not to curfe the Kj»g, not in our Thoughts. 

• 3,. We ought to honour, and reverence them m our 

(Speeches v, fpeakingwhat Good of them we know, and 
'pradehtfy cohcealing their Vices, or their Infirmities.. - Foy 
to, what elfejcan. jjt .tepd when we. bkze abroad the Faplts 
of our Governours, hut only to jqofen the. Affeaions of 
their Subjefis from them? And how much , more horrid 
a Wickedncfs is it then, falfly to calumniate them, and by 
levying .WhilbefS to flyjblow the Ears of fh^ir Supiq«s, 
and by little Artf and fufpicious Intimauq^ aad halc- 
Sentences, to insinuate politick Jealoufiesinto the Mtnds of 
the People, and to poflefs them with nothing but Fears and 
fad Apprehenfions of what Miferies and Sufjferin^s are 

• . doming 
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coming upon them, through the Male-adminiftration of 
Affairs, and either the defign op negleft of,their Govcr- 
n .°V rs? ,^, . whic . tends t0 nothing butto make the People 
either difdam or hate them. I befeech you beware that 
you do not by Mifinterpretations traduce the Anions of 
your lawful Rulers, nor hearken to thofe who do, whofe' 

™ ho - e Preat ?- onl l' t0 Now up the Coals 
of Civil Diflentton, which,, if Mercy prevent riot, will 
break forth again into a raging and.devouring War. Be- 4 
ware.that vou fuffernone of thofe Leeches tb fatten upon 
yoiu, whpfe very Mouths will draw Blood. We have feen the 
Wd Experienceof.it already, and may fufliy fear, when we 1 
fte them ufe the lame Methods, that they intend the fame! 
Effects. The Apoftle gives fuch a black brand, 2 Pet 2 .* 
to. Prefumttuous are they, f elf raided y they are not afraid to ’ 
if eak evil of Dignities. • ' . 7 1. ; 

, 3. We ought to honour them with OUr Subftance, when 
the neceffity of their Affairs and pubtick Concernments 
call for Supply: And indeed this is but a Debt we owe 
them, for we have fomewhat of theirs in our Hands, arid 
it is no unjuft Demand for them to require their own.' 
Tributes and pubiick Payments are theirs, when made fo 
by Law; Tor the reft is ours no othervvile than by the fame ' 
Law; and therefore to withhold what is thus legally be- 1 
flowed on them, is no other than Theft, and ah uniuft de¬ 
taining of what is none of your own. Hence our Saviour 
commands us to render unto Cefar ,the things that are Cefar’s, 

their da the . A P°^ Ic / Rom - *1-7- Render unto ad 

t : Tn Z M ,0 J hom C.fiMto Mom C./tom, 

fhrTrwru r ‘ ar> • Honou S t0 "bom Honour is due. And al- 
tho poflibly fometimes the Burden may fall heavy, vet we 

ought freely and chearfolly to contribute; partly confider- 
^ UCh rV he Privjl edg «f our Kingdoms, that no- 1 
Upon us l?y Vio,ence > but given by our " 
felves, -and is out own Aft ; ^nd partfy, that whacfoever 

. Kk 2 we 
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we poflefs we owe the Enjoyment of it to the Bleffing of 
Government. ■ , . 

This therefore is the firft Duty, we owe onto Magiftrates, 
viz. Honour and Reverence. 

Secondly \ Another general Duty we owe them, is Obe¬ 
dience ; and for this we have exprefs and frequent Com¬ 
mands, as for any Duty that belongs to Chriftian Conver- 
Rom.13.1. fitioni Let every Soul be fubjett to the bibber Powers ; for 
there it no Power but of God ; the Powers that be, are ordain- 
iPeta.13. *d of God. Submit your felves to every Ordinance of Man 
for the LorcTs fulte *, whether it be to the K/ng , as fufueam ; 
or unto Governours , ns lent by him , for foie the Will of God. 
Neither is there any Caufe whatfoever can fupercede our 
Obedience: for if their Commands be lawful, we are to 
obey them by performing what they require: if they be 
never lo wicked and unlawful, we are to obey them, by 

• Stmm m luflering what they threaten. * But becaufe I have had o- 
1 Theft a |* ther ocCafions largely to treat on this Subje&, I (ball not 
Strmnm now further prolecute it. 

j«n ao.<f Thirdly \ Another great Duty of Subje&s, is fervent and 
chfeb m earned Prayer for them ; lo the A pollle, 1 Tim. 2.1. I ex- 
Dubiin. hort therefore , that firjl of all, Supplications , Prayers, Inter- 
ceffons, and giving of Thanks be made for all Men, for 

* Kings, and ah that are in Authority ; that we may lead a qniet 
and peaceable Life in ah Gadlinefs and Honefiy. 

But why for Kings ? It might feem more ncceflary, that 
Prayers fhould he poured out for thole that are affli&ed and 
diflrelTed, who have nothing die to relieve them belides 
God and Prayer : But Kings are in an high and profjaerous 
Condition; many leek their Favour, and all fear their Difc 
plealure. 

Yet it is very needful to pray for them for indeed they 
Band in much more need of our Prayers,than private Perlbns 
do. For, 

P'trfiy The Charge laid upon them is greater, and the 

Burdens 
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Burdens prefling them, are heavier than what Ke upon other 
Men ; and therefore they fliould be eafed and helped by onr 
Prayers. What St. Pud faith, a Cor. 11.28. Th*t be htd 
the core of mB the Churches upon him we may of a King, 
that he bath the care of the whole Church, and of the 
whole State too incumbent upoa him. A Crown is an heavy, 
though a glittering Ornament} and how can it be other- 
wife, when the Wel-fare of fo many thou lands depends upon 
them and their Counfels ? It is their Work to provide for 
the Execution of Laws, the Exercife of Religion, the re* 
(training and punifhing of all Impiety and Ungodlinefs; 

They muft fee that Right and Equity be adminiltred, that 
no Injuftice nor Violence be committed, but all Adairs 
guided according to Law and Righteoufnefs j thefe are the 
conftant Cares that attend Government: and that which 
adds to all thefe Burdens, and makes them out of meafure 
finking and intolerable, is, that all thefe Burdens muft feme* 
times be born under the Pifcontents and Murmurs of an 
unfinished People. We had need therefore to pray earneft- 
]y unto God, that fo great a Truft and fb great a Burden be¬ 
ing committed unto Magiftrates, they may be indowed by 
him, through whom Kings reign, with Abilities to difeharge 
their Truft to his Glory, and the Comfoit of their Sub* — 
je&s. 

Secondly , The Account they muft render at the laft Day is. 
greater, and therefore they more need our Prayers than 
other Men. What they do is ufually of general Concern* 
ment, or elfe of. general Influence ; and therefore they mu fb 
anfwer not only for themfelves, but for almoft the whole 
Nation, who either obey the Commands, or follow the- 
Examples of their Governours: We fhould: therefore efpe- 
cially pray forthem* that bavinga greater account to make 
than other Men, they may at that day appear before t e 
King of Kings with Boldnefs, and pafefrom a corruptible 
Crown, to a Crown of Glory and Immortality. 

Thirdly^ 
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Thirdly Their Temptations are more, ahd therefore 
they more need our Prayers than other Men. ; For having 
all at Command; the Pleafures, the Splendor, andGayety 
of the World, are more likely to be Snares to them than 
others, who converfo notfo much with them. And befides, 
the 1 Devil is more affiduous and fubtil in his Temptations 
towards them than others : becaufe if they can be pervert¬ 
ed by him, they will prove great and moft effe&ual Inflru- 
ments to promote his Kingdom. And therefore in Mickiatfs 
Parable, i Kjngs 2-2. no fooner had God asked the Quefti- 
on, Who fhail perfwade Jhqb ? but there fteps forth an 
evil Spirit, and undertakes the Employment. Satan loves 
to be buly about Princes and Rulers, becaufe there he thinks 
he can make the greateft Earnings. • To tempt private Per- 
fons, is but to tempt by Retail; but to tempt Princes, and 
to (educe the Rulers of a Land, this is to deftroy by whole- 
foie : And therefore as they are expofed to more Temptati¬ 
ons, -fo fhould they be fupported and ftrengthned by more 
Prayers. 

Let us therefore heartily perform this Duty to them, and 
for them, a Duty not more beneficial to them, than to our 
(elves and the whole Nation: for if we can prevail for a 
Bleflmg upon them, we our (elves fhail certainly (hare in 
it, if by our fervent Prayers we can obtain of God to beftow 
on them Wildom and Zeal, Holineft and Piety, Peace and 
Profperity. Certainly our own (hare in thefe Mercies is 
worth the Venture we (end for them; and we (hall then 
fit fifely under the Shadow of our King, and he himfelf un- < 
der the Shadow of the Almighty. 

I have heretofore told you, that this fifth Commandment 
comprehends in it not only the mutual Offices’ between Pa¬ 
rents and Children, but generally all the Duties to which > 
both SuperiourS and InferiourS ftand reciprocally bound: * 
And therefore having already fpoken of the mutual Duties 
of Parents and'Children, of Magiftraces and Subje&s \ L 
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/ball bow proceed to confider the Duties of Rusbafki and 
Wife :' for in this Relation alio,, though it come hearer to 
an Equality than the former, there is a Superiority on the 
Maas parr, and Subjedion due unto him from the Woman.' 

. And here, whilft I am treating of this Subjeft, I befeech 
you give not way to any Levity of Mind, or Vanity of 
Thoughts; think it not a light jocular thing, as too Often 
the Marriage-Relation, and the Offices that appertain unto 
it, are accounted; for it is matter of Duty that I am now 
propounding unto you; and matter of Duty is no lels than 
matter of Life and Death eternal. And therefore I charge 
you that you attend unto ic, not to get Advantages of Sport 
and Merriment one with another, and to objeft them each 
to other in a ludicrous and jelling way, as it is every-where 
too common a Cuftom; but attend unto it as a matter of as 
great Serioufhels and Weight, as any that belongs unto the 
right ordering of your Chriftian Conversion; a matter 
that prefleth the Conlciences to the due Obfervance and 
Pra&ice of it j and, if delpiled or negledted, will prels your 
Souls under Guilt, and (ink them under Wrath. And cer¬ 
tainly they who are lo vain as to think the Duties of this 
Relation to be of no great Concernment, muft needs like- 
wile' be lo impious as to impute trifling to the Holy Spirit 
of God, who hath lo frequently and with lo much Earneit- 
nels and Inftance, recommended them unto us. There is 
lcarce any one Epiflle wherein the Apoftles doe not particu¬ 
larly Infill on thefe things; and certainly what was 'worthy 
their Care to write and teach, is worthy our Care to learn 
and pradile. 

The Duties therefore of married Perions are either Ipeci- 
al or common: Special, are thole which are the Duties only 
of one Party to the other , and that either of the Husband 
to the Wife, or the Wife to. the. Husband*: Common, are 
thofe which belong to both,, and ace by both to be mutually 
performed. 
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; ,1 ibaHferft begin with thole Duties which belong tots 
Husband towards his Wife. And they are thefe > 

Firft, Conjugal Love. Indeed Love is a beautiful Orna¬ 
ment to all Relations, but it is the Foundation and firft 
Principle of this: It is Love which ought at firft to tie 
the Marriage-Knot4 and it is Love alone, that can after¬ 
wards make , it eafy. No other refpedt whatfoever, can 
keep it from wringing and galling us. And although want 
of Love cannot aiflolvc the Bond, yet it doth the Joy and 
Comfort of a married State. Now of all the Objetts that 
are allowed us to love here, on Earth, a Wife is the chiefeft; 
yea, to be loved above Parents, Children -and Friends, 
and the deareft of all other Relations Gen. 2. 24. There - * 
fore jbaU a Mm leave bis Father and Mother , and {ball cleave 
unto bis Wife. And if you would know the full meafure of 
this Love, the Apoftle hath preferibed it, Epk 5. 28. So 
ought Me* to lame their Wives as their own Bodies : and ver. 
3$. Let every one of yon in partieular love his Wife as him- 
feffi you muftbe as careful and tender of their Good, as 
of your own; and relent any Injury done unto them, as 
much as if it were done unto your felves. And indeed 
there is great realbn for it ; for Marriage makes of two, one 
myftical Perfon; it doth but compensate our Damage, and 
reftore the Rib to our Side again. And therefore, by Mar¬ 
riage two are (aid to be made one Flefh ; Mark 10.8 . They 
twain jbail be one Flcfb ; fo then they are no more twain, but 
one Flefh* And therefore all Violence and Out-rage againit 
a Wife, (into which the rude and boi/lrous Fury of (bme 
brutifh Men doth too often break) is as unnatural, as if you 
(houtd fee a Man beat and wound and ga(h himfelf: And 
certainly they are mad and diftra&ed Paflions which take 
Revenge upon themfelves. Ephef 5. 2 f. No Man yet ever 
hated his own Flejb ; that is, no Man a&ing rationally and 
as becomes a Man, but loveth and cherimeth it. So that 
we are to love our Wives with the feme Tendernefs and Na- 
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. turalnefiof Affe&ioA, as our.owhBekgs, and fcbey.fhmilci 
be as dear to us as our (elves : And if you .•wduH: hart tfaas 
high Affe&ion mounted a degree hig!ier;fee tier. 2$. Hof* 
bands love jour Wives , even as Cbni(l alfo loved the Churchy 
and gave himfelf for it.- If a natural Affe&ion .'will. nod 
fuffice, behold here a fupematural oat, apd thegredteft 
Inftance of Love that ever was exprefledi^r conceived^ 
brought to be the Rule and Pattern of ours. Chrift loved the 
Church, his Spoufe; although there were many Spots, 
Blemilhes, and Imperfeftions in her; he loved her fbas to 
leave his Father, and cleave to his Wife: beloved her bet* 
ter than himfelf and his own Life, and ihed his moft prccu 
ous Blood for her; and rather than the Wrath of God (hould 
fall upon his beloved Spoufe, hdtohrufts himfelf between, 
and receives thefe heavy Blows on his own Perfon: Soought 
Men allb to love their Wives, lo infinitely if k were pqfii* 
file, but becaufe it is not lb, fincerelyi 1 And therefore;: 1! .s <■ 

1 ft. They muft love them, < though they often bewilay 
many Weakneffes and- Imperie&ions, which they ought 
meekly to bear with, though they muft not countenance 
nor incourage them. Love wi U cover a multitude of Faults, 
and as long as they are but Faults and not Crimes^ we aught 
no more to divorce our Affe&ians than our Periods from 
them. There is indeed a touchy Love, which will caufe.great 
Wrath for very fmall Offences; but uiuajly inch Lind of 
Love turns into Bitternels and Exafperation: therefore 
Offences of this Nature fbould prudently be paffed by, only 
with a glancing Reproof,. or with a Silence'that fhali be 
more inftru&ive than Noife and Clamour: Here the 
, Apoftle exhorts Husbands; Col . 19. Husbands, love jour 

Wives, and be not. bitter againft them. 

•edly. We Ihould lb love them, as not to upbraid them 
with rife Neceflities or Incumbrances of a married Life, 
but be content to abridg our felves of our former Freedom, 
and to forgo our former Priviledges, either of Plenty or 

LI Plea. 
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Plealure, which we injoyed in a Angle Condition, without 
reproaching them with it. Manv Fools there are who fan¬ 
cy nothing but Joys and Delights in a married Life; but 
when they enter into it, and find many unexpe&ed Trou¬ 
bles, and that they cannot live either at lo much eale, or 
with io much Splendour as before, think to right themlelves 
by perpetual Brawls with their Wives, imputing the caule 
to them, and charging on them all the Burdens and Incon¬ 
veniences under which they both labour, and of which 
commonly the Woman hath the greater fhare. Now this 
is not to foveas Chrift loved the Church, who for her lake 
ftripp’d himlelf of his Glory, and voluntarily humbled him- 
fclf firft to the Dull, and then to the Death, the cruel and 
curled Death of the Croft* 

ily, , We ought lb to love them, as to interpole and 
ftep in between them and Danger, and rather futfer it to 
fell upon our lelves than them; for lo Chrift loved the 
Church, and gave himlelf for it, redeeming it from the 
Wrath of God, by his own undergoing it, and delivering 
it from Death, by fuffering Death for it. 

, 4 thly. We ought lo to love them, as to. indeavour to pro¬ 
mote the fpiritual Good of their Souls, and by good Cotra- 
fels and Inftru&ions infinuate into them the Love of Piety 
and Holinels, that lb as Chrift lan&ifieth the Churdi his 
Spoule, we may allblan&ify ours, and prelent them unto 
God without Spot or Wrinkle, or any fuch thing. 

In thele four things we are to love our Wives even as 
Chrift loved-his Church, by bearing with and pardoning 
their Weakneffes, by being willing to fubmit to many In¬ 
conveniences for their lakes; by interpofing our lelves be¬ 
tween them and Danger : And laftly, by indeavcuring to 
promote their Ipiritual Good and Benefit. And thus much' 
of the firft Duty which is Love, on which I havfi infilled 
the longer, becaufe it comprehends all other Duties in it. 
For where there is this.fincere and conjugal Affe&ion,. aL- - 

though. 
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though it may have different Methods of exprefling it felf, 
according to the different tempers of Men ; yet it will cer¬ 
tainly in this, as in all other cafes, command the whole 
Train and Retinue of other Affections to wait upon it, and 
fee that nothing be wanting to the Good of the Obje£t on 
which it is fixed. I IhaU therefore be the briefer in the 
reft. 

Secondly, Another Duty of the Husband is provident Care 
for his Wife: He ought (faith the Apoftle) to nourifh and 
cherifh her, as Chrift doth the Church; he muft therefore 
Impart unto her ; according to his Rank and Ability, what- 
' loever may be for her Neceffity or Comfort, and not wafte 
that in Riot and Excefs among bis lewd and wicked Com¬ 
panions, Companions that the Devil hath given him, which 
ought to be for the Support of her whom God hath given 
him for his Companion; and who in the mean while hath 
nothing to feed pn but her Sorrows, nothing to drink but 
her Tears. See how deeply the Apoftle hath ftigmatized fuch 
Wretches; i Tim.i.%. If tiny Man provide not for hit own, 
and fpccially for thofe of his own Houfe, he hath denied the 
Faith, and it worfe than an Infidel. 

Thirdly , Another Duty that Husbands owe their Wives, 
is Prote&ion from Dangers, when they are in Jeopardy ; 
and therefore when the Amalekites had burnt Zjklag , and 
- with the reft of the Prey had taken Davids Wives; he pur- 
fues them with no more than fix hundred Men, though 
they were a great Hoft, and refeu'eshis Wives from their 
Captivity, i Sam. 30.18. And indeed the Weaknefs and 
Feeblenefs of that Sex being more helpfefs in Dangers than 
ours, and lefs able to relieve themfelves, calls for this ready 
Aid and Succour from us; and he who is fo ehurlifh as not’ 
to afford it, is fb unnatural allib as to fuffer a part of hirnfelf 
to perifh. A Wife is compared in Scripture to a fruitful’ 
Vine; now a Vine is a weak tender Plant, and requires 
Support, and the Husband fhould be as the Houfe-fide for 

LI a her 
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hef Stay and Support; zn&. therefore - Woman was at firft 
made of a Rib taketl frora tinder die Man’s Arm; the Office 
of the Arm is to repel and keep off Injuries, which ligni¬ 
tes unto us that the Husband ought to defend his Wife from 
*11 Wrongs and Injuries that (he may be expofedunto. 

Fourthly, Another Duty is Inftro&ion and Dire&ion. 
Therefore the Husband is called'her Head, the Seat and 
Fountain of Knowledg and Wiftlom, Ephef. f. ij. The 
Husband it tht Head of the Wife, evert at Chrift it the Head 
of the Church. And therefore as all Direction and Con¬ 
solation is derived from Chrift ; fo fbould the Husband like- 
wife derive down and communicate Knowledg, and Com¬ 
fort, and Guidance to the Wife; called therefore her Guide, 
Prov. 2.17. And St. Peter requires of Husbands that they 
Iboukl dwell with their Wives according to Knowledg, 
to be able to advife and inform them in all emergent Ca¬ 
fes, efpecially .concerning God and their Souls: Whence Sr. 
Paul in joins W ivea, 1 Corinth. 14. ? 5. That if they will learn 
any thing,, they ntufi ask their Hudands at heme ) and there¬ 
fore muvh more is it required of the Husband, that he 
fbould have laid up a good Stock of Knowledg, and be able 
to teach them, left iuch as creep into Houfes and lead 
captive filly Women, infbare their Wives. For fuch is the 
fubiilty of Deceivers, following therein the Method- of 
the old Serpent, that they firft begin with the Woman, and 
then make ufe of her to reduce the Man: for Herefy, as all 
other Sins,jdoesfirft ioveigle the Affettions,aod then by them 
corrupts the Reafon, And therefore the Husband fhould be 
well grounded and principled with Knowledg, that he may 
keep his Wife from being led away by the crafty Subtil- 
ty of thofe who lye in wait to deceive, and who by good 
Words and fair v peeches, a defied Pbrafes, and gingling Ex- 
prefijons, that have nothing in them, but Sound and Errour, 
pervert the Hearts of the Simple- 
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But if (as it fometimes happens)-' God hathindowed the 
Wife with a greater meafure of Prudence* and fetid and 
fubftantial Knowledge than the Husband; it is then his 
Part to hearken to ber Advice* and to yield not indeed to 
the Authority of the Counfellour, as fhe is bound to do* 

-but to the Authority of the Counfel: And this fhe ought to 
tender him with alt Refpeft and Sobmiflion* not having 
Powerto injoin what fhe knows to be beft and fitted* but 
only with Modefty propounding it*and with Meeknefs per- 
fwading him to imbrace it. 

fifthly ; Another Duty of the Husband, is Tendernefs 
and Mildnefs towards bis Wife* not caufkfly grieving her 
either by Speeches or Actions. That is a wretched Family* 
where thofe who are joined in the lame Yoak* Ipurn and 
kick at one another. If the Wife be careful in performing 
her Duty* there belongs to her a kind and loving Accepta¬ 
tion of it* and Praife and Commendation for it j or* if fhe 
fcmetimes fkoutd fail* ihe ought not to be rebuked with 
Bitternefe, but with Meeknets* and in fuch a way as the 
Reproof fhould Ihew more of Sorrow than of Anger. But 
perpetual Brawlings and Contentions, befides* that they 
wholly imbitter this State of Life* and eat out all the Com¬ 
fort of it, inftead of preventing Offences for the future, 
do ufually provoke and exafperace to more* _ and are perhaps 
a greater Fault in the Husband, than that which he ex¬ 
claims at in bis Wife; befides* it will certainly indifpof^ 
them, both to the Performances of thofe Duties which be* 
long unto them in their general and particular Callings, 

It will hinder their Prayers * for how can they lift up their 
Hands without Wrath, as the Apodle commands, iTim.*. 

S. when they burn in Choler one againft the other? How 
can they pray to God for Bielfings upon each other* when 
they have been curling and reviling each other ? And as for 
the Duties of their particular Callings; do we not fee* that 
in thofe Families where this baneful Contention reigns*they 
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are -commorilv neglected, and aH runs to wrack and ruine, 
-out of a kind of Revenge that one Party thinks to take up¬ 
on the other. The Husband out of Difcontent will not 
provide, nor the Wife manage; and lo nothing is cared for, 
out only how they may quarrel and rail at each other. 
A Mifery that many Families fall into, through the indiC 
cneet Heats and Fiertenefs of the Man upon every trivial 
Offence of the Wife, though perhaps it was Sometimes un- 
thought of, and fometimes unavoidable. 

Sixthly Another Duty of the Husband, is to give due 
Refpeft and Honour unto his Wife, 1 Pet. $. 7. Give Honour 
•unto the Wife as unto the weaker Veffel ; for being weak, 
Ihe ought to be ufed with the more Refpe£t and Gentle- 
nefs. Think honourably of her, as the Perfbn whom God 
law bed and fitteft for you in all the World; and be not 
tempted fo much as in a Thought, to believe that any other 
■could have been either fo proper, or io beneficial unto you 1 
Speak honourably of her, not divulging any of her Failings 
and Tmperfe&ions, to her Difcredit; but giving her the due 
Praife of thole Vertues and Graces that are in her. For he 
that difgracethhis Wife,difparagethhimfelf; and every one 
will cehfure him as guilty of Folly, either in chufing or 
in governing her. Treat her honourably, neither making 
thy felf a Servant to her Humour, for that will di (honour 
thee; nor making her a Slave to thine, for that is to difho- 
jiour her; but ufe her as thy Bofom-Friend, thy indeared 
Companion, and in every thing but Authority, equal to thy. 
felf. 

Seventhly ; The lad Duty of an Husband, is prudent 
maintaining and managing his Authority. His Authority o- 
ver his Wife is God’s, who hath intruded him with it: and 
our Saviour illuftrates his own Authority over the Church, 
by the Authority of an Husband over his Wife, Ephef. 5. 
And therefore it is not bafely to be betrayed, nor to be main¬ 
tained with Rigour and a tyrannical Violence. But'the 
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right and moft effectual way of keeping up this Authority, 

Is by Prudence and Gravity, by Sobernefi and Piety, and a 
ftaied, exemplary and ftriCt Life. This will caufe a reverent 
Efteem and Veneration in the Wife, and in the whole Fa¬ 
mily ; whereas an hutnourlom Lightnels at one time, and 
as humourlqm Severity at an other, will but expole us to- 
Contempt for the one, and Hatred for the other.. It is an 
hard matter for him to be reverenced by others, who doth 
not firft reverence himlelf; for he that will proftitute him- 
felf by fbolilh and ridiculous Humours, or by vile and 
wicked ACfcions, either Injuftice or Intemperance, or Ly- 
' ing, &c. it is impoflible but 'that be mull fall, under the 
Scorn of his neareft Relations: And therefore NabaP s Chum- 
lilhnefs and Drunkennels, made even wife Abigail to call 
him Fool, Nabal is his Name , and Folly is with him. But 
where there is an excellent mixture of Prudence and Piety* 
together, the one to be a Guide, and the other to be an 
Example, thele will make a Man truly awful and reverend, 
and induce the Wife and the whole Family to efteem, and 
to imitate him. And thus much for the Duties of the Hut 
band towards the Wife. 

Let us next confider the Duties of the Wife towards the 
Husband, and they are thele which follow. 

Firft ; Subjcflion and Obedience: And this is required 
from them as ablolutely and peremptorily as unto Chrift 
himlelf; Ephef. 5. 22. Wives fubmit jour [elves unto your 
own Husbands y us unto the Lord. And again, ver. 24. There¬ 
fore as the Church is fubjett unto Chrift ; [0 let the Wives be 
unto their own Husbands., in every thing. And not only doth 
the Apoftle give Authority and Command for it,, but infur- 
ceth it by fundry Rea Ions. As, 

ift. The Woman was made out of the Man, and there¬ 
fore ought to be fubjeft unto him, 1 Corinth. 11. 3,8. The 
Head of the Woman is the Man ; for the Man is not of the Wo* 

man „ 
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Wammcfibt Mm : Sbt is Bout of bit Bom, mi 
Blejbof hit JUefbi and therefore ought to pay him the Ho¬ 
mage of Obedience and Subje&ion for thofe Materials of 
her Being, which Ifae fir ft received of him. 

. zly. Becaufe the Woman was made for the Man, and 
therefore ought to be fubjeft to him: So in the next Verfe, 
Neither* was the Maw created for the Woman, but the Worn aw 
far the Maw. She owes her Being to the Man’s Neceflmes 
and Convenience; and the great End of her Creation, next 
to the Glory-of God, was that Ihe might be helpful and 
profitable to Man ; Gew. 2.18. It is wot good that Maw fisould 
he alone ; I will make him an help meet for him : And there¬ 
fore having received their Beings for the fake of Man, they 
OUght.to be liibje& unto him. . 

3/7. Another Reafbn which the Apoftle gives, is taken 
from the Priority of the Man’s Creation, 1 Tim. 2. ia, 1 $. 
I fuffernota Woman to u/iart Authority over the Maw’, far A- 
dam was frjl formed, and then Eve : And therefore in the 
fame Rank of Creatures, it is but fit that he fhould be firft 
in Dignity, who was firft in Nature. And, 

4 ly. Becaufe by the occafion of the Woman, Sin entred 
into the World : So ver. 14. Adam was not deceived, but the 
Woman being deceived; was in the Tranfgrtffion. And therefore 
it is but fit and juft that (he who made all Mankind difo-. 
bedient againft God, fhould her ielf be made fiibje£t and 
obedient unto Man. And this Sentence we find inflicted up- 
011 her as a Punilhment for her Tranlgreflion, Gen. $. 16* 
Thy defire (ball be to thy Husband, and be /ball rule over thee. 
Not as though there would have been no Sub je&iondue 
from her to Man, if Sin had not entred into the World by 
her means, for the Realbns before alledged do manifeftly 
prove the contrary; but that now her Subje&ion is a Curie; 
and whereas before it would have been ealy and pleafing 
unto her, now it is become burdenlbme and grievous; 
Man being by Sin made more humourlome, and harder to 

be 
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be pleafed, and file being made lefs able and Willing to do 
it, Cod juftly and righeeoufly piinilhing her, by itfipofiug 
on her a Work which file her felf hath made lrkfome and 
difficult. And let me add to thefe Realbns of the Apoftle, 

5. That the Man’s Titles do imply Superiority and Au¬ 
thority over the Wife: Such as Lord, i PH. 3.6. Sara o-> 
beyed Abraham, calling him Lord. He is likewife called the 
Head and Guide of his Wife, t Cor. it. Prov. e. 17. 

6 . The Husband reprefents Chrift, the Wife the Church, 
and that in this very particular of Superiority and Sub¬ 
jection : And therefore as the Church is fubje£t unto Chrift, 
lb ietthe Wife be to her own Husband. 

And thus we fee their Subje&ion abundantly-proved, 
both by natural and fpiritual Arguments. ! > - < r 

And in token of this Subjection the Apoftle tells us, 
i Cor. 1 i. 10. that the Woman was to hvut Power oi/er her 
Head,.bnaufe of-the Angela Which place, especially the 
latter Claufeof it, is diverfly interpreted; J But I think all 
agree in this, That this Power which they wem to have 
on their Heads was a Veil or Cbverihg, which at other 
times, but moft especially in the Congregation, Woftien * Propter 
ought to wear on their Heads; and which ha the Primitive Angelos, 
Times covered not only their Heads, but alL their Face, as fiLS"* 
a Guard to their Modefty, and a Screen tO Jceep off teofe Deo&coe- 
and wanton Eyes; And this Veil is-called Power, to fignify j? e * cidir * 
that they were under the Power and Authority of their a. P °itori- 
Husbands. But the Men Were uncovered in their Aftem* * m fem >- 
blies, as the Apoftle tells us, <vtr. 4.- to ligriify that they had 
nothing over them, but Were fuperiour to all viftble Crea- go adum- 
tures, and lubjedonly unto God. This PoweCj or Veil, brari faci * 
Women were to wear becaufe of the Angels. Nor as ricubfa^* 
* TertuUian did grofly conceive from that miftaken- Text, nf< 15 
Gen. 6 . 2. to hide their Beauty from the fight and inlp^&i- ^ 2 “ ra 
on of Angels (for what Veil could do that, or how can jacuiata 
Angels be affeded with Corponfl Beauty ? ) But either by 

^ A® Angels, nun, 7. 
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Angels, are meant the Minifters of the Church, before - 
whom they are to Ihew Modefty and Bafhfulnets; or elfo 
perhaps the Celeftial Angels, who are always prefent and 
attending in the Aflemblies and Congregations of the Faith¬ 
ful; and therefore Women fhould not do any thing unbe¬ 
coming and unfeemly before them: Or laftly, becaufe the 
Angels themfelves do reverence Chrift, who is their Head, 
Ifa. 6 .2. and in token of their Subjection unto him, are (aid to veil 
and cover their Faces: And therefore Women alfo in 
token of their Subjection to their Husbands, who are their 
Heads, as Chrift is of the Church, (hould likewife cover 
their Heads and Faces with a Veil. So we find Gw. 24.6 5. 
that when Rebekuh faw If am coming towards her, (he took 
a Veil and covered her (elf, as a fign of her Subjection to 

hl And this Subjection is recommended unto them by the 
Example of holy Women, to whole Praftice they ought to 
conform their own : So 1 Pet. 3. 6 . Holy Women wha 
trufted in God, being in SubjeCtion to their own Husbands. 
And St. PamI gives it in Charge to Titus, to exhort Wives 
that they be difereet, chAftc, keepers At home, good, obedient, 
to their own Husbands, Tit.2.5. And himfelf exhorts them 
* to the fame Duty, Coloff- }. 18. Wives, fubmityour [elves 
unto your own Husbunds ,, us it is ft in the Lord. 

Thefe Commands are (b many and fo exprels, that there 
is fcarce any other Duty which the Scripture doth urge 
with fo much Inftance and Earneftnefs, with fuch prefling 
Reafonsand inforcing Motives, as this of the Wives Obe¬ 
dience. The Duty is frequently expreft, Submit your /elves ; 
and the manner of performing it, Be fubjett us to the 
Lord', fubmit in the Lord ', which Phrafe carries in it three 
things. 

A Motive. 

A DireClion. And, 

A Limitation. 
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Tirjl ; A Motive to Obedience: It is done to the Lord. 
And tho through the forward and peevifh Humours of the 
Husband, they may have no other Encouragement to ob- 
ferve and obey him; yet to the confcientious Wife this 
will be Encouragement enough’, that the Lord will accept 
and reward their Obedience ; their heavenly Husband Jefus 
Chrift will account it as a Service done unto him; For 
Marriage being a Type of our MyfticalUriiori unto Chrift, 
he efpecially is concerned that the Duties of that-Relation 
be performed io, as to bear fbme Proportion to that Spiri¬ 
tual Myftery. 

Secondly ; A Dire&ion how to perform it; it muft be 
as to the Lord. She muft obey her Husband not only 
with a delign of pleafing him, but the Lord Chrift. For 
were it not that God commands it from them as part of 
their Duty and Obedience to him, it might fometimes feem 
very fit that humourfom and felf-will'd Men fhould be crofts 
and that thole who have no other Realbn but their Will, 
fhould fail of that Oblervance and Obfequioufnefs which 
they tyrannically expert. But then confider, it is not the 
Husband only that commands, but the Lord, and the Wife 
muft eye his Soveraign Authority, through the Authority 
of her Husband j and then it will appear, that tho there 
be no neceffity in what is required, yet there is a neceffity 
lhe fhould perform what is required. 

Thirdly) The words import likewife.a Limitation of 
her Obedience. The Wife muft fubmit and obey, but in 
the Lord, and as to the Lord: That is, only in lawful things, 
wherein by her Obedience to her Husband, lhe may not 
offend againft God. And excepting this, in all other cafes 
the Wife is abfolutely bound to obey the Will and Com¬ 
mands of her Husband to the utmoft of her Power. ’Tis 
true he abufeth his Authority, if he command what is un- 
necefTary and unfit; but yet neither her Unwillingnefs to 
perform them, nor her judging them inconvenient to be 

M m a done. 
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done, can excufo her, or exempt her from the Obligation 
that lies upon her of a ready Obedience; nothing can do 
this but the Unlawfulnefs or Impoflibility of what is in- 
joyned. In all other things, altho they be never fo con¬ 
trary to her Humour and Inclination, (he is bound by the 
Law of Cod and Nature to obey, and to fubmit, if not 
her Judgment, yet at leaft her Praftice to the Will of her 
Husband, whether Ihe think it fit or unfit to be done, as 
Jong as it is not unlawful; unlefs fhe can meekly perfwade 
her Husband to revoke his Command, fhe is obliged to 
perform it. Other wife when the Apoftle commands Wives 
to be fubje& to their Husbands in every thing, it would 
fignify no more than in every thing which they think fit; 
and this certainly is no greater a Subjection than every 
Husband would readily yield to his Wife, and falls infinitely 
fbort of the Apoftle’s Intent, who requires this Subjection 
pf the Wife to the Husband in every thing, as the Church 
i$ CubjeO' unto Chriftj which certainly is not in every 
thing fbeahinks fit; neither ought fhe to take upon her to 
judg, or rejeCfc his Laws, but to fulfil them. 

This therefore is. the firft and moft comprehenfive Duty 
of a Wife, Subje£tion and Obedience. 

fondly i Another Duty of the Wife towards her Hu£ 
band, is Refpeft and Reverence of his Perfon, Ephef. J. $ 
Let the Wife fee that (be reverence her Husband. 

Now Reverence confifts in two things, Eftcera. and 
fear. / # - • 

firft ; She ought to cherifh an high Efteem of him, if 
not for bis Gifts and Graces, yet at lead for that Relation in 
which he ftands to her, as her Lord, and her Head, fupe- 
riour to her by God’s Appointment and Ordinance : Yea, 
fhe mult look upon him as that Perfon whom God out of 
all the numerous Millions of Mankind, hath particularly 
chofen and feleCked for her, and one whom he few fitteft 
and beft to he her Head and Guide. 
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Secondly ; Another part of Reverence is Fear, not a fer^ 
vile flavifhFear, for that is ineonftftent with Love, but an 
awful and a loving Fear, which will fhew it felf in two 
things. 

ijj. In her Care ta pteafe him, iodeavouring to conform 
her A&ions to his Inclinations lb far forth, as they are not 
repugnant to the fupream Duty which fhe owes to God ; 
I Cor. 7. $4. She that is married careth for the things of 
this World, how jbe may pleafe her Husband: And therefore 
fte will indeavour how to comport her felf in her Speeches, 
and in her Geftures, and in her whole Demeanour, fo as 
may render her moil grateful and mofl amiable to him. 

sadly. In her Joy in pleafing him, and Grief in offending 
him.' Indeed a good Wife fhould be like a Mirror: A Mir¬ 
ror you know hath no Image of its own, but receives its 
Stamp and Image from the Face that looks into it; fo fhould 
a good Wife indeavour to frame her outward Deportment, 
and her inward Affe&ians, according to her Husband, to 
rejoice when he rejoiceth, to be lad when he mourns, and 
to grieve when he is offended; this is .that Reverence which 
Wives owe to their Husbands, thinking highly and honour 
rably of them for their place lake, and indeavouring to 
avoid and fhun whatever may offend them: and therefore 
thofe who are crofs and vexatious, and either by Clamours 
and contentious Speeches, or by thwarting and peevifb 
A&ions grieve and fadden the Hearts of their Husbands ; 
let them know that they highly provoke the Lord, who 
hath commanded Reverence and RefpeS to be paid to the 
Husband as his Type, and as part of that Reverence and 
RefpeH which is due unto himfelf. 

Thirdly ; Another Duty of a Wife is Helpfulnefs to her 
Husband: fhe ought indeed to be a Help to him in every 
thing; to his Soul in furthering his Graces, and wifely and 
opportunely admonifhing him to his Duty, acleaft byaU 
holy andbamelefo Converfation.; fo commending the Go- 
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fpel of Chrift unto her Husband, that at length he may be¬ 
gin to efteem and reverence that Piety which hath fo adorned 
and qualified his Wife: And what knowejl thou, 0 Wife, 
whether by luch an exemplary Life as this thou may ft fave 
thine Husband, as the Apoftle fpeaks, i Cor. y. 16. To his 
Body, by cherifhing and tendering of it; to his good Name, 
by indeavouring to augment and prefcrve it, reporting well 
of him, and filencing and convincing any fcandalous Ru¬ 
mours that may be fpred abroad concerning him; to his 
Eftate (wherein indeed lies her chief Helpfulnefi, and 
which file ought to make her conftant and daily Imploy- 
ment) if fhe cannot bring in, and get any thing to increafe 
the Stock, yet lhe ought prudently and frugally to manage 
what her Husband intrufts her withal, and not to wafte it 
vainly and profulely ; for let her know that whatloever is 
io fpent or wafted is but ftolen ; and if lhe fball alienate 
any thing from her Husband contrary to his content, either 
exprefly declared, or elle upon good grounds fuppoled to be 
tacitely granted and allowed, it is no better than Theft. 
And therefore when we read that Abigail, without the con¬ 
sent of her Husband, took a considerable Prefent to beftow 
upon David to divert his ireful Intentions; it may very 
well be fuppoled that if Nabal had known, as well as lhe, 
the Danger wherein he flood, he would have been as for¬ 
ward to incourage her to do it, as lhe y/as ready and willing. 
And therefore here were good grounds to fuppole a tacitc 
and implicite Conlent unto the Aftion. The Husband is 
the true and only Proprietor of all: and though the Wife 
hath a Right to all, yet it is only a Right of Ule, and not 
of Dominion ; lhe ought not to difpole of his Eftate, or 
any part of it, contrary to his Mind and Conlent; her pro¬ 
per Office is providently and faithfully to manage the Affairs 
of the Family that are committed to her Over-light and 
Care: and therefore in the Delcription of a good Wife 
given us at large, Prov. $i. from verfe 10, to the end, we 
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find the whole of it taken up in (hewing her Induftty and 
Care in ordering the Affairs of the Family. 

fourthly ; Another Duty of the Wife is Modefty, and 
that both in Apparel and Behaviour. 

i ft. In Apparel; that it be according to her Place and 
Rank, not affecting Gaudinefi^or ftrange Fafhions, nor yet 
affe&ing on the contrary a Singularity of Obloletenels and 
outworn Antiquity; for Pride may be equally (hewn either 
way : The beft Temper is for them not to wear Garments 
to be taken notice of. The Apoftle gives them this 
Rule ; i Pet. 3. 3,4. Let not the Woman's Adorning he the 
outward adorning , if plaiting the Hair, and of wearing of 
Gold , or of putting on of Apparel: But let it be the hidden 
Man of the Heart , in that which is not corruptible, even the 
Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit , which in the fight of 
God is of great Price. And lo Sr. Paul, 1 Tim. 2.9,10. 
I will that Women adorn themfelves with mode ft Apparel, with 
Shame facednefs and Sobriety ; not with broidered Hair , or Gold, 
or Pearls , or cofily array ; but (which becomes Women prof effing 
Godlinefs) with good Works. This indeed is the beft Orna¬ 
ment, that which makes them lovely in the Sight of God,, 
and that too which makes them efteemed by all fober and 
ferious Perlons. Indeed I do not think that coftly Array 
is in either of thele places ablolutely forbidden: Doubtlels, 
Gold and Jewels may lawfully be worn, if we keep our 
felves within our Rank and Quality, and faflbion our lelves 
to thole who are moft lober in that rank, rather than to 
thole who are moft light and vain : but the Prohibition is 
to be interpreted either by the Degree, i. e. be not exceffive 
nor vain in your Apparel, which happens when the Habit 
exceeds either the Quality or the Ability of thole that 
wear it; orelfeit is toBe interpreted by a Companion, let 
not the adorning be the outward adorning of wearingof 
G6ld, or putting on of Apparel; that is, .ftudy not lo much 
how to let off your lelves in your Garments, as how to 
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adorn yoor (elves with a meek and quiet Spirit, with Sobri¬ 
ety, Modefty, and good Works, which is the richeft and 
mod beautiful Robe you can wear. 

2 dly. As (he mud: be modeft in her Apparel, (o in her 
Behaviour and Deportment; her Countenance, Gefture, 
and Speeches, muft be all fitted to fhew the inward Calm- 
nels and Serenity of her Mind ; and therefore imperious, 
clamorous, and turbulent Women, who at every Word 
fpit Paflion and Poifon, are a Torment and Vexation to 
themfelves, and more to their Husbands: The Contentions 
of a fVife, faith the wife Man, are a continual dropping; Prov. 
19. 1 And it is fuch a dropping, as will at la ft eat*and fret 
through his very Heart, though it were made of Stone. 

Thefe therefore are the Duties of the Wife. 

There are likewife common Duties to be performed by 
both mutually: I (hall only name them to you. Such arff 
fervent Prayers to God both feverally and together, that 
he would be pleafed to pour down his Bleffings and his 
Graces upon them, and give them Wifdom to demean them¬ 
felves towards each other aright: Conjugal Love, Commu¬ 
nion of themfelves, of their Eftates, of their Habitations, 
a mutual bearing one anothers Weaknefs, with prudent and 
pious Indeavours to heal and remove them; the Nurture 
and Education of Children, the Government of their Fa¬ 
mily committed to their charge, for whom they are to pro¬ 
vide not only what is requisite for their corporal Good, 
but much more for their (piritual; in as much as their 
Souls are much more worth than their Bodies: and there¬ 
fore they ought to obferve conftant Family-Duties, and 
make choice of honeft and religious Servants, and as far as 
in them lies, keep out the Infeftionof evil Company from 
entring within their Doors, as carefully as they would the 
Plague. And whilft they thus live, and thus love, they have 
good reafon to believe, that as they are joined in a near Rela¬ 
tion 
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tion eitch to other, fo they are both joihed id a neat* Relation 
to the Lord Jefiis,. who is the Husband of his Church, and 
all the Paithful in it; and when Death (hall diffcdve their 
Marriage-Union, and feparate them one from the other, it 
is only to bring them to live for ever with that Husband 
from whom they can never be (operated nor-divorced. 

And thus much for the mutual Duties of Husbands and 
Wives. ■ 


Let us in the next place proceed to confide? the Dufieis of 
another Family-Relation, and that & between Matters and 
their Servants v for thcie alio are comprehended under this 
Commandment, Hawur thy fathtr ahA thy Methtr i fiince 
there is a confeflbd Superiority of the one over die other; 
and aptonthat account (as I not long ffoce told yon) Ser¬ 
vants have honoured their Matters with the Stile arid Com* 
pellation of Pather: i Thus 2 5. t When ehofo pru¬ 

dent Servants fougbtto mitigate- the Rage of proud N*dt*s»\ 
who thought his Greatnefs coo> much' flighted by the Pro¬ 
phet, in that he wtadtf only cure, and not complement him; 
they reverently call him• Father j his Servants carte near 
and lp«ke unto him, and faid, M/Pdther, 8^c* < 

And here, not to difcourieof Dominion arid Servitude, 
whether the Original andFoundatiori of either be in Nature 
andlnftitution, 0or of the Difference of Servants- by War, 
Purchafe, or Compatt; I (hall only {peak of what is more 
immediately pertinent to nty Subjed, and what maybe 
more inftru&ive and profitable to you, vix,. The mutual and 
reciprocal Duties that Matters and Servants ought toper j 
form each toother.. 

The Duties that equally concern them both, confitt in* 
the general, either in the right chufing, or in the right ufing 
one another; 

I fhall beginr with the Servant’s Duty, and that firttr as to 
the choice of his Matten. , J > , 
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He! ought where his choice is left him free, tochufea 
faithful Mailer, fuch an one as fears God, and will be wil¬ 
ling to promote the fpiritual Good and Salvation of his 
Soul; with fuch certainly he (hall beft ferve, who do them- 
felves f&ve God; where he (hall,have nothing but reafona- 
ble and lawful Commands to obey, and pious Examples to 
imitate. Many poor ignorant Souls have had caufe for 
ever to bleft God, that his Providence hath call them into 
fuch Families, where they have received the firft Knowledg, 
and the firft' Savour of Godlinefi. But if the Servant be be- 
fore-hand knowing and religious, what comfort can it be 
to him to live, where there is a conftant Negleft of Holy • 
Duties, nothing hut Excels aod R iot, and Profaneneft, and 
abuling of the Natae of God, and (coffing at his Service and 
Servants ? Certainly Necefltfy fhould hardly induce him, 
muchlels Choice lead him to be a Servant ina Family,where 
the Devil is. the Mafter of it. . The Pfalmift.forely com* 
plains that he was forced to take up his Abode among 
wicked and ungodly Men , Pfef. 120. 5. Wo is me tbst I 
fojourn in Mefech, that J dwell in the Tents of Kedar. 

And as it cannot but be exceeding burdenfom and tedious 
to thee, and cut thy Soul, to the very Quick, to be at the' 
command Of thofe who rebel againft thy God, to hear his 
ooly .Namcblafpheired, his Ways, andWorlhip, and Peo¬ 
ple derided, which are dearer to thee than thy very Life; 
fb is it very dangerous, and full of hazard. •• It is hard to 
keep Zeal, and the Sparks of Grace and Divine Love alive, 
when thou hail the. greateft:Helps to ibthat can be admini- 
ftred. How wilt thou then preferve them alive, when thou 
haft fo many quench-coals about thee, . when- the Flouds 
of Ungodlineft (hall compaft and furround thee about ? 
Either thou muft diffemble thy Piety, (and that is the ready 
way to lofe it, for Grace is like Fire, ftifle and keeplt clofe, 
and it will cirtiairilydie) or elfe thou muft put thy felf up¬ 
on the fore Temptation of being mocked andcfcorncd for 
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it: Thou knoweft not how far thou mayeft forfake God, 
and thy firft Ways for compliance fake. It is the bardeft 
thing in the World to be religious alone, and to keep up 
Zeal and AfFe&ion for God, when all that we converfe with 
are Wicked and Ungodly. Vice is the mote contagious 
Plague that is; and it will be a very great wonder if thofe 
with whom thou familiarly converted:, with whom thou 
eateft, and drinkeft, and lleepeft, do not at late infeft thee. 
We tee holy Jofeph, by living long in the Egyptian Court, 
had (earn’d fome of the Court-Falhions, and could readily 
fwear by the Life of Pharaoh. 

Venture not thy fclf therefore into thote Familes, where 
the Governours are either corrupt- and erroneous in their 
Principles, or lewd and difTolute in their Converlation ; for 
it will be hard for thee to fwim againte the Stream both of 
Example and Authority. Or if thou fhouldft Be able to 
bear up againte both, it will cote thee more Pains and Strug- 
ling to do it, than all the temporal Advantages thou cante 
there reap, will be worth to thee. . / *1 

This is the firft Duty that belongs to a Servant, viz. That 
he chute a pious and religious Mkfter. 


Secondly ; After thou hate made thy choice, and art enter¬ 
tained, con fide r how thou oughteft to demean thy telf to¬ 
wards thy Mateer. 

And here, if by what thou fhalt hear thy Duty teem very 
hard unto thee, yet it is no harder than it hath pleated 
God to make it; yea, and poflibly not fo hard as thy Ma- 
teer’s. For he is bound to give an account for thee unto God; 
but fo art not thou for him. Thy Mifcarriages (hall be fe- 
verely revenged upon him, if they have been through his 
default of needful Interudion, or of Care and Diteipline; 
but io fhall not his upon thee. And therefore in this relpeft, 
all Inferiours have, a mighty Advantage to fweeten the 
Meannels and Lownefs of their Condition, that they fhall 
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not be punilhpd for the Sins of their Superiours, butSupe- 
riours may for the Sins of their Inferiours; yea, andfome- 
times for their due Obedience too, when they command 
them things, though not unlawful, yet unfit; for that may 
be a Sin in a Supenour to command, which is a Duty for an 
Inferiour tp obey, when commanded: And certainly in the 
end, his task will be found eafieft,who is to obey, rather than 
hi* who commands, • 

Now here, Firft ; The chief and comprehenfive Duty of 
a Servant, is Obedience unto the Commands of his Matter. 
For this js abfolutely trained them. Col 3. 22. Servant s y 
qfcf \n *if thing* J<tnt Makers according to the fief* t And a- 
gain, Ephef. 6. 5. Servants r he obedient to them that are jour 
Matters actor ding to the Flafb. In all things that are not 
difhoneA, apd contrary to the Law* of God, there Obedi¬ 
ence i* required;; yea, although in many things their Com¬ 
mands. (fcould be impertincpiv or too imperious and tyran¬ 
nical, yet Servants in fuch Cafes are no more exempted from 
Obedience, than their Matters (hall be from Punilhment, for 
the unreafonablenefs of their Commands they fhall give an 
account unto God,their Matter; and thou for detracting thy 
Obedience b#h to them and him j i 

SetqpMj ; Another Duty isy a patient flittering their Re- 
proofs and Corrections ; yea, and fo patient are they to be, 
as nqt fb much as to anfwer again: Tit. 2.9. Exhort Servanta 
to pUafe their Mofiers well in ai things , not anfwering again . 
So ftriCtly hath Religion tied them up to Obedience, that 
they ought not to reply againft a Rebuke, nor to derogate 
fo much from the Authority of their Matters* as to mur¬ 
mur at it: And therefore to ufe Violence againft them, 
is io high a Degree of Qifbbedience, that it approacbeth near 
to Sacriledg; yea, and this quiet and filent Submiflion, is 
required a lib not only where the Servant hath given juft - 
came for Reproof and Corre&ion, but although he fuffer 
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from the groundlels Rage and Paflion of his Mafter. See 
i Pet: 2. 18,19,20. Servants be fabjeft to, year ownMafterr, 
with aB fear, not only to the Good and Gentle, but to the Pro* 
ward alfo: for this it Thankworthy, if a Man for Confuenee 
towards God endure Grief, fioffering wrongfully. For what 
Glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for your Faults, ye take it far 
tiently f but if when you do well , ye /offer for it, and take it pati¬ 
ently, this is aeeeptable with God. See here with what 
Preuingnels the Apoftle in joins them this Duty. And in¬ 
deed a Duty (o hard, lo contrary unto Fleflb and Blood, had 
need to be preft home upon your Confidences: You ought 
to be patient not only when you are jufHy reproved and 
corre&ed for' your Faults; but if the diftempered Rage of 
a Mafter fhould break forth without any Reafon, or con¬ 
trary to all Realbn; if he fhould reprove and buffet you, not 
for-your Faults, but lor your Duty, you ought to take it pa¬ 
tiently ; and not to ftrike again, no not lo much as to an- 
Iwer again; 1 that is, not to anfwer with Taunts and In- 
ve&ives, but calmly, and at fit and convenient Scafons, to 

E efent unto him the Juftice of your Adions, and the Rea- 
ns that moved you to them. I muft confefi, that of all 
things which belong unto the Duty of a Servant, this is 
the moft difficult; and there is nothing that can fweeten 
and facilitate it, but only confidence of their Duty, and 
the Acceptation and Reward which they ihall find with 
God for it; and therefore they had need pray for a great 
meafure of Seff-denial, and Mortification of thofe Parnons 
which will be apt to ftruggle in them upon this Occafion, 
and by an Rye of Faith look up to God to f-upporc them, 
efteeming it a Chaftifement infiiDed upon them by their 
Heavenly Mafter; and that, be their Spirits never fo high, 
will enable them to undergo it without any more murmu¬ 
ring than they would ufeagaioft God himfelf when he im¬ 
mediately afflicts them. 
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Thirdly', Another Duty of Servants is, a reverential Fear 
of their Mafiers, Malaehy i. 6 . A Son honoureth his Father, 
and- a Servant his Mafter: If 1 be a Father, where is mine 
Honour ? >ifl be a Mafter, where is my Fear ? And the Apoftle 
hath commanded Servants to be obedient to their Mailers 
with Fearand Trembling, Eph. 6 . $. And again, 1 Pet. 2.18. 
Servants be fabjeff to your Mafters with all fear. 

Which Fear is to be expreffed by them in their Speeches 
and A&ions. In their Speeches, by forbearing any Cla¬ 
mours or irreverent Muttering in their Prefence. Their 
Words mud be few and humble, giving them all thole 
refpedful Titles that belong juftly to their Place and Qua¬ 
lity. Yea, and they mull not only (peak fair to them 
whilft they are prelent, but fpeak well of them when ab- 
lent, begetting in others as good an Opinion of them as 
they may, concealing their Infirmities, and what they can¬ 
not Ipeak truly of them to their Credit, therein to be Cl¬ 
ient. . They ought likewife to tedify their Reverence in 
their A&ions, comporting themlelves with all the Expref- 
lions of Modedy and Refpeft before them, and readily do¬ 
ing not only what their Mailers fhall exprefly command 
them, but what they judg will be plealing and acceptable 
to them; and therefore we have that Expreflion, Pfal. 12$. 

2. The Eyes of Servants look unto the Hands of their Ma¬ 
fters , and the Eyes of a Maiden unto the Hands of her Miftrefs. 
Intimating to us, that good Servants will not only readily 
obey when they have a verbal and oral Command, but will 
be ready to take the lead lign, the lead beck from their Ma¬ 
ilers, and drive not only to fulfil, but even to prevent their 
Commands by the reaainels and refpe& of their Obedi¬ 
ence. 

Fourthly ; Another Duty of a Servant is, diligence in his ‘ 
Mader’s Adairs. He ought to let his Mind to them, and 
imploy his time in them. For he is not faithful, who is neg¬ 
ligent ; and he deals from his Mader, who doth not ufe his 
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Strength, and fpemd his time in hi$ Service. Every floth- 
ful Servant is a Thief; and fo much Advantage as he hinders 
his Maher of by his Negligence and Idlenefs, of fo much lie 
doth but rob him. And therefore in the Parable of the Ta¬ 
lents, when the Maher takes an Account of every Man 7 s 
Improvements, he calls that Servant who had not ufed his 
Talent, nor been induhrious in his Service, not only hothk 
ful, but wicked, Thou wicked and Jlotbful Servant. Mattlv 
25. 26. 

Fifthly, Another Duty is, Fidelity and Truh in what 
is committed to their charge; not defrauding their Mahers, 
nor purloining from them the leah Value, but ferving them 
with all Faithfulnefs and Integrity;. fo Tit. 2. 9,10. Exhort 
Servants to he obedient to their Mafkers , not purloining, hut 
[having all good. Fidelity. 

And unto this appertains carefulnefs in prelerving their 
Mahers Ehate, not waiting or confuming it either by rio¬ 
tous Living, or Negligence. Doubtlefs many Men have 
fonk and decayed under the unfeithfulnels or carelefsnels 
of their Servants, either healing from them, or prodigally, 
waiting what was theirs. Let luch know, that every Far¬ 
thing hands upon account in God’s Debt-book; unlels they 
make amends to their Mahers, if ever Providence Ihalle- 
nable them to do it, they muh make a punctual Payment to 
Divine Juhice, which is infinitely the more dreaaful Cre^ 
ditor. 

Sixthly ; As Truh in Affairs, lb likewile Truth in Speech 
is another Duty of a Servant. They ought to approve ihem- 
lelves fuch, that their Mahers may repofe themlelves upon 
their Words. And as Servants are the Hands and the Eyes 
of their Mahers, fo they ought to make no other report 
unto them, than what is as certain as though they had 
touch’d it and foen it themlelves. We read of Gehazi, chat 
when he was returned from taking a Bribe of Naatnan, -he 
hood very demurely before his her* Iwith a Lie ready 
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prewired in his Mouth. Whence comefi thou, Gehaxi ? Thy 
Servant, faith he, went no whither. But this Lie coft him a 
Leprofy that ftuck incurable to him and to all his Pofterity 
after. I am loth to be uncharitable, but I much doubt, 
that if the fame Judgment were inflifted upon every Ser¬ 
vant that comes to his Matter with a lying Excufe, every 
Family would be infe&ed, and very few in this Relation 
efcape that loathfom Contagion. Certainly it is only a 
cowardly, bafe, flavifh Fear that induceth one to this vile Sin 
of lying. And what ? Wilt thou be more afraid to offend 
thy Matter by confeffinga Fault, than to offend thy God by 
committing another to conceal it ? What elfe is this, but to 
heap up Sin upon Sin, and to make a fingle Trangreffion to 
become two thereby ? A.Sin the mottodious unto God, who 
is Truth it felf, and ulually mott detettabfe to Men, and 
with difficulty pardonable by them; for it imputes a great 
deal of Folly- and. Ignorance to them, as fuch who are fo 
weak that they cannot find out the matter. And' therefore 
.7 the Pfalmift faith, Ho that ttUoth- Lies , JbaS not tarry in my 
fight. 

Seventhly ; Another Duty of Servants (and it is the lafl! 
I fliall mention ) is to ferve their Matters with good Will, 
and in finglenefs of their Hearts; not grudgingly, as of 
Conftrainr, for that is ttavifh, but readily and chearfully 
as unto the Lord. Not as Men-pleafers only with Eye- 
fervice, being no longer diligent than their Matters Eye is 
upon them, but carelels and negligent as foon as his back is 
turned; but as the Servants of Cbrift, doing the Will of 
God from the Heart,, as the Apottle commands and dire£b 
them, Ephef. 6. 5,6 , 7. • 

Now to perform Service unto their Matters as unto God 
and Cbrift, imports thefe two things* 

. Ffxjk', A ferious Confideration that God is concern’d in 
every thing they-do, as the Objeft of it; f o Coi. 2$: What- 
foover jt. do T do itheartily^ as mtto the ‘Lord: ‘ And therefore 
; Servants 
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Servants are commanded to have Refpe&, not fi> much 
unto Men aS unto God. This is the way to ennoble thy 
Service, be it never fo mean ; it is God whom thou ferveft 
in them, that God whom the greateft Princes and Poten¬ 
tates of the Earth ought to lerve. And be the Imploy- 
ment what it will, yet the Greatnels and Glory of that 
Mafter to whom thou doll it, puts an Honour and Dignity 
upon it. 

Secondly; To do Service as unto the Lord, implies thy 
doing of it upon this very account, becaule God hath com¬ 
manded it. Be the A&ion what it will be, yet if you 
can truly lay that you do it, not only becaule your Mafter 
hath commanded it, but becaule God, his Mafter and yours, 
hath laid the Authority of his Command and Injun&ion 
upon you to obey him, this prefers a Man’s Service unto 
God, and makes it an A&ion done truly unto him. 

And this may be a great Encouragement unto Servants, 
(for indeed their Condition generally wants Incourage- 
ment) that tho their Imployments may be the meaner and 
inferiout Drudgeries of this Life, and thole polfibly not 
Very well accepted by their harfh and froward Mailers; 
yet be their Work never lo painful and laborious, whilflt 
they perform it out of Confluence to God’s Command, it is 
accounted as done to him, and not to them ; they are his 
Servants more than theirs, and he will kindly accept and 
bountifully reward them. 

We have thus confidered the Duties which Servants owe 
unto their Mailers. Let us now proceed to thole Duties 
which Mailers owe reciprocally to their Servants. And 
thole conlift (as before I noted) either in the right chuling, 
or in the right ufing them. 

The Mailer’s firft Duty is a prudent Care and Circum- 
fpe&ion into the Choice of his Servants. And indeed this 
is a matter of great moment, and that wherein the Happi- 
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riefs and Comfort, or dfe the Mifery and Trouble of a 
Family, doth very much depend. 

Now there are two Qualifications in a Servant, that 
ought chiefly to be regardeH in the making choice of him. 

The one is Ability to dilchdrge his place; and manage 
thofe Affairs which you commit to his Care and Truft. 

The other is Confcientioufnefs and Piety in doing faith- 
* ful Service, not to thee only, but to God, the common 
Mafter of you both. 

And indeed this latter is of more Importance, and of 
greater Concernment to thee than the former i For when, 
thou entertaineft a godly Perfbn, tho poflibly not fo fuffi- 
dent for thy Employment as fbme others, it will be a 
Commendation of thy Charity, that thou maintaineft one 
of God’s Servants in thy Family. But when thou enter¬ 
taineft a lewd profane Wretch, only becaufe he is able to 
difpatch his Work, thou maintaineft one of the Devil’s 
Slaves, and takeft into thine Houle a fWorin Servant to the 
mortalleft Enemy thou haft in the World, which is juftly 
reproadhable both with FoHy and Impiety. 

Yet hoW little is this Ufiially regarded! I know it is the 
Cuftbm of too many, that if tnewcan light on thofe whom 
they think proper for their Affairs, never inquire what 
their Principles or what their Pradices be as to Religion,, 
whether Popifh, or Fa&ious; whether for the'Mafs, or 
the Meeting i but chufe them as they would do Beafts of 
Burden, the moft ftrong and able; and account it the only 
Property of good Servants to be able to perform their 
Office, and willing to drudg as much as they would have 
them. But let them know that they make a very unwife 
and a very (infill Choice. For fuch Servants will affuredly 
make much more Work than they difpatch, and leave more 
Filth in the Houle than they cleanfe out. Tho they be 
never fo able and fit for their Imployments, yet think not 
fuch an one fit for thee,, who refufeth toferve that God 
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whom thou thy (elf art bound tp lerve; and believe it to 
be a Defign of the Devil to help thee to one \yho fhall do 
thy Work, but undo thy Family. One vile and wicked 
Servant is enough to corrupt a whole Houfhold; for allure 
your lelves they come there to do the Pevil mpre Service 
than you, and their lewd Examples and Frefumptions will 
ieduce and draw others into the fame Excels with them* 
felves. For to this. I impute the Rile and Growth of that 
general Profanenels that is too reigning in mod Families, 
efpeeially in thpfe whole Qyajity or Eftates require a nu¬ 
merous Attendance; they are fommoniy too careleG what 
Ruffian and debauch'd Servants they entertain; and their 
Children (which elfe might be the Ornament and Glory 
of the Nation ) converging with thele, learn from them 
thole firft Rudiments of Vice, which afterward their Con¬ 
dition and Wealth enables them to perfe& into consummate 
Villany aqd Devilifio. Here they learnt the firft Tafte of 
Excels and Intemperance; here they were taught the firft 
Syllables of Oaths, and inftru&ed how to lilp out Curies 
and Oblcenity, and according to their Proficiency, applauded 
by thele impious Wretches for their gentile Docility and 
Aptnels. Such Servants as thele Ihould be rooted out, not 
only as the Pefts of particular Families, but their Influence 
reaches farther, even to corrupt thole who may hereafter 
. have an Influence on the State and Common-wealth; 
for they lerve only to give Youth the firft Relilhes of Sloth, 
and Pleafure, and Vice, which by woful Improvements 
grow at laft to be inveterate Habits, and make them 
only a Shame to their Families, and a Curie to the 
Kingdom., 

So it is proportionable in all meaner Families; where 
the Servants be wicked,. the Children ordinarily will 
be more ruled by their Examples and Flatteries, than 
by their Parents Authority apd Commands. And there¬ 
fore it highly concerns you to make a prudent Choice at 

Oo 2 firft; 
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firft ; or if therein you have been miftaken, as loon as you 
can to rid your Houles of thole Vermin and Caterpillars, 
which elle will deftroy the verdant and budding Hopes of 
your Children; and to bring in thole who are fbber, ftaid, 
and godly, who will make it their great Care, firft, to lerve 
God, and then you. Take the Relblution of the Royal 
Pfalmift for your Pattern and Dire&ion, P/i/. 101.6,7. Mine 
Eyes fbaR be upon the Fdithful of the Land, that they may dwell 
with me: he that walkgth in a ferf eft way, he fbaR ferve me: 
he that worketh Deceit, fbaR not dweR within my Houfe; he 
that teReth Lies , fbaR not tarry in my fight. Certainly thofe 
will be the beft Servants to us, who are faithful Servants to 
God; or if they Ihould be lels fit for thy occafions, yet 
they will fufficiently earn their Wages, tho they only pray 
for thee. It is faid of fofeph, Gen. $9. 5. when he was 
brought into Potiphars Houle to be his Servant, that the Lord 
bleffed the Egyptians Houfe for Joleph’j fake: and the Bleffitig 
of the Lord was upon aR that he had in the Houfe, and in the 
Field. Godly Servants bring a Bleffing along with them to 
the Families where they refide; and having fuch a Servant, 
thou haft a Friend in Court, one that can do thee kind 
Offices in Heaven through- his Intereft at the Throne of 
Grace. And therefore as it is thy Duty, lo it is thy Wifilom 
and thy Concern to rtiake choice of fuch ; thele beft know 
their Duty; thele will make moft Confidence of perform* 
ing it; in their Integrity and Faithfulneft thy Heart may 
repofi, and they will intitle thee and thy Family to thele 
Bleffings which attended them. 

That’s the'firft Duty, refpe&ing the Choice of Ser¬ 
vants. 

Secondly ; Another general Duty of Mafters is, rightly to 
ufe them when they are chofen: And that confifts likewifi 
in two things, , 

Government, and 
Provifion. 
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firft) Their Government ought to be prudent and 
difcreer, fuch as may maintain their Authority, and yet not 
be fbwr’d into Tyranny : And therefore it (hould be a 
Matter’s Care to demean himfelf gravely and awfully be¬ 
fore his Servants; his very Countenance arid Comportment 
ftould be enough to beget Reverence in them. But when 
the Matter is vain and light, the Servants will grow, firft 
familiar, and then contemptuous. 

Government confifts in two things, Command and Cor¬ 
rection : But that which doth molt of all tend to makabojh 
effectual, is good Example. 

Firft, therefore, a Matter ought wifely to command and 
enjoyn his Servants what they mould da. And herein is 
required a great deal of Skill and Prudence. For tho Ser¬ 
vants ought not to inquire into the Reafons of all that their 
Matters bid them do, yet doubtlefs.it is a very difficult 
matter for them to bring themfefves-'to do that which is 
apparently vain and ridiculous; and by impofing fuch 
things upon them, the Matter will much hazard the lols, 
or diminution of his Authority; and. therefore in laying 
his Commands upon them, he ought ta liave regard both to 
the Manner and Matter of them. 

As to the manner; He ought not to-command with Ri¬ 
gour, with ill Language and Revilings, as is the Cuftom of 
too many, who when they enjoyn their Servants anything, 
preface their Commands with a Reproach,, which tends to 
nothing but to dittourage them, to make them hate the 
Imployment, and him that fetteth them about it; and by 
this means we make our Servants to become our Enemies. „ Macr ^ b - 
The Apoftle therefore hath given this Caution; Ephef. 6. 9. ' u 
Ye Majlers y do tho fame things to your Servants , forbearing 
Threat ning. Nor yet-lhould they proftitute their Authority 
by any fubmils Intreaties; for it is an Evil which the Earth 
if felf cannot bear, when a Servant reigneth and bears fway 
over his Matter, as- the wile Man obferves, Prov. 3.0. 22. 

But 
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But there fibould befuch an equal Mixture of Mildnds with 
Gravity, and Love with Authority, that the Servant fliould 
not only be compelled, but inclined by it unto Obedience. 
Indeed there is required much Evennefs of Temper in him 
that would make a good Mafter *, not to be hurried with 
violent and caufeiels Palfions, nor to be fwayed by irratio¬ 
nal Humours; for nothing doth more detract from Autho¬ 
rity than Humorlomnels ; becaufe Servants not having any 
Handing mealure of what will pleafe fuch a Mafter, will at 
laft grow carelels of it, and defpife the Commands of him 
who is as much a Servant as they are Servants; yea, a very 
Slave to his Paflions and Humours, than which there cannot 
be a baler and a viler Slavery: and therefore thole who are 
■Servants to fickle and capricious Matters, though they may 
feem veryobfequious to them, yet cannot but fecretly de¬ 
fpife them: for Power may indeed make their Commands 
to bo obeyed; but it is Reafon only, and Gravity, that can 
.make them venerable and reverend. 

Secondly ; Asa Mafter ought to reipeft the Manner how 
he commands, io likewise the Matter what he commands. 
And in .this take thefe three Rules. 

i ft. He ought to command nothing but what is lawful to 
■be performed; for both they and their Servants have a fu- 
pream Lord and Mafter in the higheft Heavens, whom they 
both ought to fear and obey. His Service is no farther due 
to thee, than as it is confiftent with the Service of God; 
and when thou commanded any thing contrary thereunto, 
thou art not a Mafter, but a Tempter. It is true he is 
bound in Confidence to obferve thee, yet it is only in thole 
things wherein the Law of God hath left his Confidence 
free; and therefore where the great and univerlal Lord hath 
laid a Prohibition upon him, his Obedience is fuperfeded, 
and thy Commands do only bind thy felf to Guilt, not 
him to Obfervance: He is bound to work for thee, but pot 
to lie, or to fteal, or to cheat for thee: and if thou art fp 

wicked 
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wicked as to injoyn him any fuch thing, it is no uncivil 
Anfwer to lay to thee, as the Apoftles did. Alls 5. 29. We 
ought rather to obey God than Men. 

idly. A Matter’s Commands mutt be not only lawful, but 
p$flible: to command things impoffible, is the heighth of 
Folly. And therefore when Abraham Commanded his Ser¬ 
vant to procure a Wife for his • Son; he prudently anfwers 
What if fhe will not come ? upon which Suppofition his 
Matter acquits him from the Oath of God that was betwixt 
them; Gen. 24. 8. If the Woman will not be willing to follow 
thee, then {bait thou be clear of this Oath. To command 
things impoffible to be effeded, will but detrad from; the 
Matter^ Authority, and leflen his Efteem, andcaufe the 
Servant to think his own Diferetion to be a better Guide 
for his Adions, than his Matter's; yea although the thing 
be not Amply impoffible in it felf, but only to the Servant, 
conttdering either his Inability or Imployments; or if it be 
hugely inconvenient, or prejudicial, or unfeafbnable, the 
Matter ought not in Confcience or Prudence toexadit. 
For, as to command things unlawful, is Impiety, and things 
impoffible, Folly fb to require things unreafonable and pre¬ 
judicial, is mere Tyranny : And as fuch it is recorded in Pha- 
retah and his Task-matters, who to weary and wear out the 
Ifraeliteiy exaded the whole tale of Bricks, but would not al¬ 
low Straw to make them. 

idly. A Matter’s Command ought not to be Vain and Im¬ 
pertinent ; buthe fhould have forne fwaying Reafon, though 
perhaps not always fit to be communicated to the Servant 
why he commands fuch things from him, Reafon fufficient 
tofatisfy his own Judgment, and his own Confeience. 

Thefe three Rules ought to be obferved by Matters; 
they ought to command nothing that is unlawful to be 
done; nothing but what is poffible; nothing but what is 
profitable and ufeful. And this is the firft Part of a Ma¬ 
tter’s: 
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fter’s Government, viz,. Prudent commanding his Ser¬ 
vants. 

Secondly , It is the Matter’s Duty to correfl: thofe Servants 
that are ftubborn and dilobedient. The wile Man tells us, 
Prov. 29. 19. There is a Servant who will not he corrected 
with words ; for although he underjland, he will not anfwtr. 

Yet here Prudence mutt be the meaftireof whatDifci- 
pline is fit for them, according to their Age, Difpofition, and 
- the Nature of their Offence. A Reproof will work more 
effeftually with feme than Stripes; and thofe who have in¬ 
genuous Spirits, though in a fervile Condition, will either 
be difeouraged, or exafperated by a too-rigorous Ufage. 
And God hath exprefly interpofed his Will in this Parti¬ 
cular, Lev it. 25. 34. Thou {halt not rule over him with Ri¬ 
gour, but Jhali fear thy God. Indeed no Corre&ion is to 
be inflifted on them out of Paflion and Revenge: But 
either, 

1 ft. For Reformation and Amendment, that they may be 
the more wary for the future; Or, 

2 ly. For Example’s fake, to terrify others from the fame, 
Platoapud or the like Offences. Even an Heathen could fay, Nemo fa- 

dcfr4Dei ? ens P unlt ' P eccafum e ft> f e & M pelletur: No wife Man 

c. C 1”. e,> doth punifh, becaufe the Offence is already.committed, (for 
then it comes unfeafbnably and too late) but that it might 
not be committed again. 

But ftill be fure that the Corre&ions be not immoderate 
and too fevere; neither exceeding the proportion of the 
Fault, for that is Cruelty, nor unbefeeming thee to inflift, 
or the Age and Quality of thy Servant to fuffer,. for that 
will be reproachful to both. Generally Reproof is the beft 
Difcipline. But if they be fuch contumacious Fools as not 
to be- amended with that, although it be lawful, and in 
feme Cafes neceffary. to ufe a fharper Method towards 
them; yet the beft and moft prudent Courfe, and that 
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which will tend moll to thy Quiet and Credit, is to dif- 
chargethem. 




Now to move you to Mercy and Lenity towards then?; 
Confider, 

Firjl, That you your felves have a Matter, the great and 
glorious God. This the Apoftle urgeth, Eph. 6 . 9. Maftert, 
forbear threatning, knowing that your Majler, alfo is in Heaven. 

Think with your felves how often you provoke him, and 
yet he forbears you, although you are infinitely more in- 
feriour to him, than any Servant can be unto you: and this 
will calm your Paffibns, and caufc you, if not altogether to 
wave, yet at leaft to allay and mitigate the Rigour and Se¬ 
verity of your Chaftifements. 

Secondly , Confider that they are equal with you in refpeflt 
of God. It is true, they are your Servants, but both you 
and they are Fellow-Servants to the great Lord and Matter. 

And if thou in a Rage fhouldft take thy Fellow-Servant by 
the Throat, and imperioufly abufe him; fear, left thy Lord 
may, require it, and vindicate his Wrongs in tlje Punifli- 
ment of-thy Tyranny. There is no refpeft ofPerfons with 
him; but he that hath done Wrong* iJbafi receive for the 
Wrong that he hath done. And what arc thou, O vile 
Worm, that thou fhouldft domineer overrhy fallow, who is 
rpoulded of as gpod Earth, and bath as precjbus and immor¬ 
tal a Spul in him, as thy felf?, For, v . "" 

thirdly , Confider that thou art equal likewife in Nature, 
only Divine Providence hath made the difference. ' Whence 
then fuch a fupercilious difdain of Servants, f^uaft non “iffi 
dent tibi & conftent & alantwr element^ eundemqi [pinturn 
carpanty (as Macrobim)\ as if they did not confift or the fame 
Materials, nor draw the fame Breath with thy felf They ^ 
are Servants, but yet they are Men > they are Servants, iS«T 
yea rather they are thy Fellow-Servants. And it is in the fervi funt » 
Power of the fame Providence who hath fubieded them to 
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thcc, to-change the Scene, exalt them, and bring thee into 
Bondage. Why then fhouldft thou defpife them ? whereas 
thou knoweft not how foon thou mayeft be brought under 
a more miferable Servitude. They are Servants out of Ne- 
ceffity, when perhaps their Matters are vojuntary Slaves 
Some 7 arc Slaves to their Lufts, others to Covetoufnels, o- 
thers to Ambition, and all to Hope, all to Fear. And there, 
is no Servitude fb juftly contemptible, as that which is vo¬ 
luntary and wilful. . ■ 

Cbnfider again, that he who is a Servant to Men, may be 
the Lord’s Free-man; whereas he that is free among Men,, 
may be a Slave to his Lufts, and by them to the Devil : 
And therefore we ought neither to think defpicably of them, 
uor to ufe them Severely, but to treat them with Love, 
as our Fellow-Creatures, our Fellow-Servants, yea, andFel-. 
low-Heirs of the lame Inheritance of Life and Glory. 

And thus much concerning the Matter’s Duty in Govern¬ 
ment. 


Another General wherein hb Duty confifts, isProvifon; 
and that both for their temporal and fpiritual Good; for the 

welfare both of their Bodies and their Souls. 

Pirfi) As for their temporal Provifion, he b bound to 
gipply them with things necefery for them according to . 
the Tenour of the Agreement and Compaq made between 
them,. Colojf. 4 - *• Majters, give unto your Servants jhat 
which is juftend equal. He ought to provide foi‘them Food 
and Raiment ; or clfe in lieu of any of theft, faithfully to 
pay them their agreed W ages. Levit. 19. The Wages of 

him thet is hired fbofi not abide all Night with thee, until the 
Morning* And again, Dent. 24. 14,15. Thou pelt not op- 
•refs an hired Servant that is poor and needy j at his Day thou 
fbalt give him his Hit *; neither fbali the Sun go down upon />, 
left, he cry agamft thee unto the Lord , and it be Sin unto thee. 
Thb Oppreffion of Servants in withholding from them their 
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covenanted Reward of their Labour, is a crying and pro* 
voking Sin. So the Apoftle, James f. 4. The Hire of the 
Labourers which have reaped down the Fields, (lo likewile of 
thole who have done any other Work aad Service for you) 
which is of you kept back by fraud,--eryeth ; and the Cries of 
them that have reaped, are entred into the Ears of the Lord of 
Sabbath. 

Secondly ; As the Mailer is to make temporal Provifion 
for their Bodies, lo much more is he to provide for their 
fpirhual Welfare, and the good of their Souls; in as much as 
tneir Souls are incomparably to be preferred before then: 
Bodies. Every Mailer is to be both a Pried and a Prophet 
within his own Family, as well as a King; he is to inftruQ: 
them in the Will and Laws of God, to inform their Igno¬ 
rance, refblve their Doubts, excite and quicken them to the 
Service of God, to redify their Errours and Midaloes, to 
pray witlvthem and for them,. to dire&them in. the Wav 
that leads to Heaven and Happineis, and above all, to walk 
before them in it by his holy and pious Example. But how 
few are there that do. conic ientiouflyperform this Dutyl 
Do not the mod think it enough if they provide Necedancs 
and Conveniences fpr the Body, the dull, outward, and 
earthly part of Man ? and indeed it were enough, if they, 
had only Beads to look after. But remember, thy Servants, 
and thole who belong to thy Charge, have precious and 
immortal Souls, capable of eternal Glory and Happineis, 
but liable to eternal Miiery and Torments: and Gqd hath 
intruded thee with thele Souls of theirs, and will re¬ 
quire them at thy Hands. What an heavy and tremen¬ 
dous Doom will pals upon thee, when God dull demand 
at thy hands the Souls of thy Servants, or of thy Children, 
which have perilh’d through thy defeuk l Will it be enough 
then to plead. Lord, I fed and clothed them, and was care¬ 
ful of their Health and ( W#lfef&?- Tea, indeed: if their Bo* 
dies only were committed to thy care, this were enough; 
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but fee, there they ftand condemned, and ready for eternal 
Flames, for the Ignorance which thou oughteft to have in¬ 
formed, for the Profaneriefs which thou Oughteft to hare 
ctaftifcd and hindred, for thofe Neglefts of holy Dm"! 
W the which thou oaghtelfto have gone before them; 
jnd therefore though they /hall die and perifh in their 
Sins, yet their Blood will God require at thy Hands, whofe 
Cardefsnefsor evil Example, hath hardnedthem in Wicked- 
nels, and led them on fecurely to Deftruftion. 

Ut me therefore warn you who are Matters and Heads 
ot Families, that as you tender the Souls of thofe who ard 
under your Charge, yea, as you tender your own Souls 
which are deeply'meaged and concerned in theirs; fo 
that you would ulir all diligence and induftry in promo¬ 
ting their fpintual Good, that you may at the laft Day 
prelent them with Joy before 'the Tribunal of God; Lo 
licre aiu I, and the Children and. Servants that thou haft 
gwen me. Now that you may with Joy and Triumph 
prefent them before the Throne of Juftice then, be frequent 
in preienting them'before the Throne of Grace now Let 
not a Daypafs without its Rated Hours of Prayer in your 
Family ; inftruQ: thofe that are ignorant, reduce thole that 
are erroneous, admonifti and rebuke with ill Authority 
t le that are faulty, difoard thole that are contumacious 
and incorrigible .* Let not a fcoffing lfbm*el } aScornerand 

Dender of Piety and Hohnefs, remain within your Doors; 
and elneciallv be. eafpfnl _j _ * . rr *v 7 


^ 7 hrr? • ne V% and Strength of Religion, 

and this Day ufually gives a lealoning to all the Days 6? the 
Week after. Prepare y°ur Families by private Duties, for 
pubhck ; > let:none of.them ftay at horne from the Ordi- 

Suffer them 

ndt. tQ;:feahder r ^fom^ ro ori&Paftufe; arid' feme to another; 
but where the Ordinances of God are duly difpenfed; and 
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•whither-thou thy felf art called, thither do thou lead thine, 
that as they altogether receive their bodily Food in thy 
Houle, fothey may altogether receive their Ipiritual Food 
in the Houfe of God ; take an Account of their profiting 
by what they hear; be as careful to fee thy Family well 
imployed in the Service of God upon- that Day, as to fee 
them imployed in thine!own Service and Affairs the other 
Days of the Week: And therefore be not long nor unne- 
ceflarily from them, for Godhath thade thee his Overfeer; 
:ahd if his Work go not forward ih private Family-Duties, 
elisecialiy oflthe L6rd’£ Day, i thoir canft never cxpefr a 
Bleflingupoh what they do for tshfee. .. .v '• J 

And thus mueh concerning the mutual>Duties of Mailers 
and Servants. . . . ^ 

The next fort of relative Duties 1 that I fhali treat of is, 
that of Pallors and . their Flocks, Mimifters;and their Peo¬ 
ple. For between them alfo is fuch a rehtioii of Superi¬ 
ority and Inferiority, as brings them under the Direction 
of this Commandment. We do not arrogate too much 
to our felvts, nor take too much upon us, wired we iffirm 
“that we are Superiour to the Peopfe,.ancF have an Authority 
over them in things Spiritual, and appertaining unto God. 
And although through the Vices and foul Mifearriages 
of thofe who are dignified with this high Honour, 1 and part¬ 
ly through the Meannels of their outward State aruLCon- 
ditionto which may be added likewife r the Meannels and 
-Abje&ednefe of their Spirits, as a-. Ganfequent u^on the 
former, bafely proftituting thetnfelves, and forfeiting the 
£tefpe& that is due to.them, by their forded crouching 
for a Morfel of Bread at the lower-end of a Gentleman’s 
Table ; though by thcfo, I fey, not only their Perlbns, but 
their Office be funk irito:the low eft Scorn and Contempt; 
•yeL I cannot bt>t> with the . Apcftle: magnify mine Office, 
which is truly Excellent arid Venerable; and it is the great 
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Sin of the People to defpile this Calling, altho the Follies 
and Indiforetions of Minifters themfelves may -not on)y 
occafion, but invite them to do it. 

Now here I (ball plainly fet down the reciprocal Duties 
which they ought mutually to perform each to other. 

The Duriei of Minifters either refpe& their Call to that 
Office; or their Management and Difcharge of it. 

The great Duty that refpe&s their Call is, to look to it 
that they be rightly called, that they do not temerarioufly 
thruft themfelves into lo (acred a Function, unlefs they be 
duly let apart thereunto. For as the Priefts under the Law 
were taken from among Mem, and ordained for Men in things 
pertaining unto God, to. offer Gifts and Sacrifices, as the 
Apoftle (peaks, Heb. 5.1. So likewife the Minifters of the 
Gofpel are to be duly fanftified and let apart for this high 
Impioyment, to ftahd before the Lord, and to minifter in 
things that appertain unto his Worfhip: and it is an into¬ 
lerable Prefiimpdon for any to intrude themfelves into this 
Lot, without being fole&ed thereunto by that Order which 
God himfelf hath appointed and left unto his Church. For 
no Man taheth this Honour to himfelf but he that is called of 
God, as the Apoftle fcbjoins, vet. 4. And therefore God 
complains of thofo Prophets whom be had not font, and yet 
they ran; and to whom he had not fpoken, and yet they 
prophefied, Jer. 2$. 21. Audacious undertaking Men it 
teems they were; like fome of late days, who thought their 
Forwardness alone a fofficient Confocration, and the Seal of 
whole Commiffion bears only the Stamp.of their own Im¬ 
pudence. 

Now to the due Conftitution of a Minifter there is re- 
quifite a twofold Call. 

FirJl ; He muft have an inward Call, which confifts both 
in the Gifts of the holy Spirit, and alib in the Inclination 
of his Will to ufo them for God’s Glory in this holy Mi- 
niftration. Now thefo Gifts with which he muft be en¬ 
dowed. 
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dowed, iome of them are ablolutely neceffary to capaci¬ 
tate him for the Office; others are only conducible to make 
his Miniftration in it the more effe&ual. 

That which is ablohitely neceffary, is a competent Know- 
ledg in the Truths of the Golpel, without which the great 
Ena of the Miniftry cannot be attained, which is to teach 
and inftruft the People. It is indeed their Duty to ftrive 
after an Eminency in this Knowledg for they are the 
Lights of the World, and fhould be able to diflfule abroad 
their Beams, that they might inlighten thole that are ig¬ 
norant, and fit in Darknels. But yet there is no ftated 
Meafure nor Standard for their Knowledg. For we find 
that owr Lord Jefus Chrift, the great Minifter and Teacher 
of the World, lent forth his Dilciples to preach, when yet 
they were very ignorant of many important Truths of the 
Golpel. Eminent Knowledg is therefore neceffary for 
their Duty, but competent Knowledg is neceffary for their 
Office. 

That which is highly conducible to the Efle&ualnels of 
their Miniftry, is lan&ifying Grace, and an holy Life and 
Convention. Not that they are not true Minifters with¬ 
out this; for we find a Judas lent forth with the lame Au¬ 
thority and Commiffion as the reft of the Dilciples. Yea 
and the Apoftles, who had Chrift himlelf for their Maker 
andlnftru&er, yet are by him lent to attend upon the Mi¬ 
niftry of the Scribes and Pharilees; who, tho they were 
very wicked and ungodly Hypocrites, yet becauiethey lat 
in Mofets Seat, Le. becaufe they had a rightful Authority 
to teach the People, therefore he commands his own Scho¬ 
lars to hear andobeythem; Wbatfoeverthey bid you obferve, 
that obferve and do '. Mat. 23.2,3. It is not therefore per- 
fooal Grace that gives Authority to our Miniftry; but yet. 
k may and doth contribute much Efficacy unto it. God 
may feed his People,as he did Elijah t by a Raven; and make, 
axold Breath kindle the Sparks of Grace in the Hearts off 
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others, and blow it up into a Flame/ But yet it is far more 
comfortable and profitable to the People to fit under a Mini¬ 
fter who fliall go before them in Example, as well as in 
Do&rine; who not only preferibes them Rules of Holi- 
nefs, but is himfelf an Example to thofe Rules: Such an 
one who (peaks from the Heart, is mod likely to (peak unto 
it; and having himfelf experienced the Ways ofHolinefs, 
can more favourily recommend them to the Acceptation of 
his Flock. And certainly he will be more like to (peed in his 
Errand, when he (hall perfwade them to nothing but what 
lie hath found the Goodnefs and Sweetnefs of in himfelf. 
All others are but like thofe mercurial Statues, which in old 
Times were let up in crofs^ Ways, with thei.t Hands extended 
to point.out the right Road to Paffengers, but thergfelves 
never walked-in them: Thefe indeed may be ferviceable 
fodireft their People. But a Minifter fhould not only.be a 
Di renter, but a Leader; he fhould not only, point, out the 
Way, but walk before his Flock in it. 1 And it is commonly 
obferved, that they are the Labours of fuch,; that God n&oft 
ufually owns and crowns with Succefs. 

Secondly, As he muft have an inward CalJ in the Gifts 
of the Spirit of God ; fo likewife he muft have an outward 
Call by a fblemn reparation of him ro this Work through 
Imposition of. Hands. This indeed gives him the Mini- 
fleriai Power, and inveftshim with Authority todifpenfe 
the Ordinances of Jefus Chrift as an Officer and Minifter 
of the Gofpel: And this Authority St. Paul calls a Gift, 
i Tim. 4. 14. Neglett not 4 he Gift that . is in thee, which was 
given thee by Prophecy , with the laying on of thc H*nds of the 
Presbytery. . This Gift here fpoken of, I take to be nothing 
elie but the Minifterial Office conferred upon him by Ordi¬ 
nation, according to thofe Predi&ions and Prophecies which 
were before given of hjm by fome divinely-infpired Men, 
who foretold that he was by God defigned for the Work of 
the Miniftry, and fhould glorify God by a careful Difcharge 
> of 
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of it; of which we read Chap. 1. ver. iS. Yea this Office 
is by our Saviour himlelf called the HolyGhoft; and Or* 
dination (how harfl) foever the Phrafemay feem tobe) 
is a giving of the Holy Ghoft, not indeed either in the 
Gifts or Graces of it, ( which were afterwards plentifully: 
beftowed upon them on the Day of Pentecoft) but only 
Authority to exercife the Minilterial Fun&ion. Confute 
John 20. 22, .2j. When he had [aid this, he breathed on them , 
and faid , Receive je the Holy Ghofl . Which Holy Ghoft I 
take to be nothing elfe but their folemn Million to the Mi- liT/.V 
niftry; and this, .(tho perhaps it may deem a ftrange In- §.77* 
terpretation of the Place ) I cannot but judg it to<be the 
true Senfe and Import of it, upoh thefe two Confide* 
rations. \ 

Firjl ; That the Holy Ghoft was in no other re(pe& a$ 
all at that time given to them. They neither received any 
extraordinary JDegree:of "Grace; or .ainy Extraordinary Gifts 
of Grace more than they were before indowed with. Yea, 
it is plainly expreft, that as yet the HolyGhoft was,!not 
given them in his extraordinary Gifts, but they were com¬ 
manded to Wait for the Promife of- the. Father at Jerufalem ; 
and the firft Accomplifhment of that Promife was. ,dn the 
day of Pentecoft, when the Spirit defeended-upon them in 
the form of fiery cloven Tongues.. Here then being .a re¬ 
ceiving of the Holy Ghoft, and that not in the extraordi¬ 
nary Gifts or Graces of it; what can, remain, but that our 
Saviour by breathing on them, gave them the Holy Ghpft* 
that is. Million and; Authority to preach the Gofpel, and to 
difpenfe his Ordinances to the Church ? 

• Secondly \ The words following interpret thefe in this 
Senfe. Receive ye the Holy Ghofl. Wh&fe-fbever Sins ye 
remit , they are remitted unto them \ and rvhofe-foever Sins ye 
retain, they are retained. Now thefe Words feem to me a 
clear Expofition of the former, Receive ye the Holy Ghofl , i. e. 
Receive ye Authority to remit and retain Sins, which is 
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one greatpart of the Minifterial Power, to declare Pbrdbifc 
to the Penitent, ..and Wrath to the Incorrigible add Obfti- 
itate. This;, tho it may feem a fttange, yet to me it feems 
the only true and confonant Expedition of this Place. But 
l (hall not now further vindicate it. 

, Now as our Saviour ufed thialign of breathing upon his. 
Difeiples when he ordainedthem; lo the A potties afterwards 
inftituted and ufed another fign, vise, laying on of Hands, 
of which there is frequent mention in Scripture,, and which: 
was introduced into die Chriftian Church from the Pattern 
e£ the Jewifh Church- Thus we read A&s 9. 17. that 
Pjuttis ordained by the Impofition df the Hands of J94- 
nitt y he put his Hands on him, and laid, The Lord Jef** 
hath font me that thou might ft receive thy Sight , and he fiBed 
mishthe HolyGhoft, i. e. that he might be indowed with 
Minitterial Gifts, and invefted with the Minifterial Autho¬ 
rity.; And again (which l wifli heartUy our diffonting 
Brethren, who fb much decry Re-ordination,'Wouid but a 
little more maturely weigh and confider > he the fecond 
time receives Million and Ordination with Barnahiia, Aflts 
1 j.a, As they mini fifed to the Lord t andf/ftod, the Holy 
Gbcft [aid, Separate* me Barnabas and Saul, unto the Work 
teheretuto 1 have caOed. them* And when they had ftfted and _ 
pafedi and laid their Hands on them i they font them away* - 

Yea thfc Impofition of Hands was fo infeparable an At- 
tendant upon Ordination, that fo me times it is ufed alone 
to figaify k. So 1 Tim. 5. 22. Lay Hands fudienly on no 
i.je.. ordain no Man ralhly, and without due. Ad¬ 
vice. 

Now fince this external Call is fo exprefly and frequent¬ 
ly mentioned, and the manner of it fo particularly defer i- 
bed, how daringly prefumptuous are they, who without- 
regarding thofe Methods which the Holy Ghoft hath pre- 
fcribed, yea defpHing and contemning them as obfolete and: 
out-worn Formalities, rufh into the Miniftry,and pretend 
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an inward Cat! of Gifts arid Graces, which pet in very 
many of them, are no other than tnoft of the People might 
as well pretend unto, if they had hut the like Impudence $ 
and lb we fhould have more Minifters than People, more 
Shepherds than Sheep? But let their Gifts and tbeir Graces 
be never lo eminent arid admirable, they ought not to take 
this honour to themfelves, until they are let apart by the 
Church, and as well impowered to peach by an outward 
Million, as enabled to do it by their Gifts and Qualifica¬ 
tions. 

And thus much for the firft thing which a Miniftgr ought 
to regard, which is his Call to that Office. > 


When we are allured that our Call is right,: and accor¬ 
ding to the Will of God, there are then many other Du¬ 
ties incumbent upon us in the due excrcife of our Cal* 
ling. As, ■: ; : 

firft, and chiefly ; We ought to begood Examples to 
the Flock. This St. Paul molt exprefly injoins Timothy, 
x Tim. 4. 12. Be thou am Examplt to tha Balm/ers, iM 
Word, in Converfation, in Charity, id Spirit > in Faith, in 
Parity. Indeed if is very lad to confider how the unfuta* 
ble Converlation of Minifters doth quite enervate all the 
force and ftrength of their DoSrine and Exhortations* 
For let them fpeak with the Tongues of Angels, and preach 
as holily and powerfully, as if the Holy Ghoft did imme¬ 
diately infpire them; yet if their Lives he loofe,; and their 
Converlation contradictory to their Do&rine, the People 
will be ready to conclude* that G> much Scri&flefs is not 
neceffary, tnat they only urge it as a Matter of high and 
nice Perfection in Religion, and that certainly they know 
a nearer Way to Heaven than through lb many Severities 
which they preE upon the People ; and chat therefore they 
will take die lame Coude, and runt he fame Venture that 
thpip Minifters do* 1 And indeed how is j it' likely that lucH 
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z Miniftry fbould be effe&ual to bring others to Holmefs, 
when the. Minifter himfelf declares to all the World by 
bis Aftions, that he looks upon jt as unneceffary ? What 
hold can his- Admonitions and Reproofs take upon the 
Consciences of Men ? Certainly his own Guilt ihuft needs 
rife up in his Throat, and choak his Reproofs. ForCdrt- 
feientioufnefs of the feme Mifcarriages will retort whatfo- 
ever we can fey againft others, more ftrongly upon our 
felves , and iuggeft to us that it is but bafe Hypocrify to 
blame that which our felves pra&ife. With what Face 
canft thou prefs others-ta repent and reform ; what Argu¬ 
ments canft thou.ufe to prevail with them, who by con¬ 
tinuing in the feme Sin, doft thy felf judge thofe Argu¬ 
ments to be of no forde ? Indeed it were a Temper to be 
wilh’d and pray’d for, that we could only rCfpeft how 
.righteous the Reproof.is, and not how righteous the Perlbn 
who gives it; aud be content to have our Motes pluck’d out, 
.though it he by fuCh w ho have Reams in then- own Eyes: 
That We could learn that hard Leflbn which our Saviour 
gives bis Difciples, to do as they fey, but not to do after 
thejt jWorksfor indeed , there'is nomore reafon to reje£t 
fpuftci Adtfionitifcm, bsScaufait comes from anunfolind Heart, 
thart thei'e.ktQ ftdp our Ears againft good Counfel, beCaufe 
it is delivered perhaps ifcy^ai ftinking Breath. But yet lo 
it ufoally farefe, that when Minifters of defiled and loofe 
lives, malfyetpreachUp Holinefe and Stri&flefs to their 
People,.anda$ thtynughtj. reprove them Sharply for their 
Sins j .they will be apt to. think, What,is he in Cafrieft ? and 
dothhenotfee/that h©hlmfelf is-'as bad or worfe?With 
what Face can he thunder out Wo, and Wrath, and Hell 
againft my Sins, which yet arc no more mine than his own ? 
Doth be think ,to fright mei with denouncing Threats and 
Curies, when; he himfelf/who ftands as fair a Mark for 
them as I, .flights and contemns them ? Or doth he envy me 
my Sins, aud would ingtlofe them all untohimfelf? And 
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thus with fuch. carnal Reafbnings drawn from, the evil 
Examples and wicked Lives of Minifters, they fit hard- 
ned under their Preaching, and account all they fay, but as 
a Leflon they muft repeat, and a Tale they muft tell to get 
their living by. Certainly fuch fhall perifh in their Iniqui¬ 
ties, but the Blood of their Souls Goa will require at your, 
hands. 

But now when a Minifter walks confcientioufly and 
exemplary before his Flock, his Do£trine gains a mighty 
.Advantage to work upon them, by his Life. This is buil¬ 
ding up the Church of Chrift with both Hands, filewing 
them both the Equity and the Eafinels of that Holineis 
which he perfwades them to, by his own Practice; When 
he reproves, his Reproofs break in upon the Confciences 
of his Hearers with Convi&ion and Authority; and if they 
do not reform, yet at leaft daunt and, terrify them, and 
make them felf-accufed, and lelf-condemned. '.Here is one 
reproves me for Sin, who believes it to be as.evilashe repre- 
fents it, by his own efehewing it. Here is'9rte thatdenounces 
Wrath if I repent not, who doubtlefs believes it to be as 
terrible as he declares it, by his own carefulnels to efcape it. 
Certainly Preaching never comes With fuch Power and 
Energy into the Confcience, as when the Minifter preach- 
eth as well by his Works, as by his Word; and to induce 
the People to it, is firft obedient himfelf to the Truths 
which he teacheth them. Men are eafier led by Exam¬ 
ples, than by Precepts; for though Precepts are the more 
exa£b, yet Examples are the more eafy way of teaching. 
And ho is a perfoQ: Work-man who joinqth both together, 
neither teaching what he will not do, nor doing what he 
dares not teach ; and therefore it is obferved of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift the great Teacher of his Church, that he began 
both to do and teach,, 

Now Minifters muft be exemplary both in themfeLves, 
and. in their Families. In ibemfclvts they muft be blunt* 
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lefty ms thi Stewards of God ; not ftlfmifdy not foot an¬ 
gry , net given to Wine y no Strikers , nor |hw /o filthy 
Lucre ; Lovers of Hofpstality , Lovers of good Men, fobcr , 
jufiy holy , temperate; as the Apoftle fums up their Duties, 
Tit. i. 7, 8. Thele are the things which will give them 
a good Report among thole which are without, and will 
recommend the Do&rines and Truths which they teach, to 
the Acceptation and Love of their very Enemies, and the E- 
nemies of their holy Frofeffion. 

They mud iikewile be exemplary in their Families: A 
Minider mud rule well hit oven Houfe , having his Ghildrem-tm 
fubjeftion with m&G ravityy 1 Tim. $. 4. 

And becaulc there are lb many who are ready malicioufly 
to afperle us, we mud by a ferious and circumlpe& Con- 
verlation, cut off all Occadons from danderous Tongues ; 
that they who Watch for our halting, may be aftamed when 
they can find nothing to reproach us with, lave in the Mat¬ 
ter of our God. 

But if any fuch there be, who Ipeak like Angels, but 
live like Devils; who when they are m the Pulpit, it is pi¬ 
ty they Ihould ever come out; and when they are'out, it is 
great pity they IhOuld ever come into it again; who are 
heavenly Lights in it, but hellilh -Fire-brands out of it. 
Would to God they would confider how they dedroy the 
very End of their Calling; and indead of converting Souls, 
do but harden them in their Sins, making Men abhor the 
Offerings and Ordinances of the Lord, putting Arguments 
in their Mouths to judify their continuance in their Wick- 
ednels, or elle Prejudices in their Hearts, caufing them to 
depart and leparate from holy Inditutions, becaufe difpen* 
led by profane and Icandalous Miniders; let them pretend 
never lo highly to Uniformity and Obedience, yet certainly ‘ 
thele are the Men who have made all oor&paratids, that 
now lad ly -rend our Church in pieces.« For when, the 
Sheep foe a; Wolf ftr-over v themdfadeado£.a.Shepherd,: no 
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wonder if they run from him and Chatter into other Pa*. 
ftures. It is in vain for them to teH Peoples that they ought 
to be obedient to the Laws of the Church their Mother, 
when thofe that tell them lo are not obedient to the Laws 
of God their Father. And O that they would but confider 
not only the Damage which they do to the Church, of 
which too many of them ieem zealous Fropugners, but the 
heavy Wo and Wrath which they bring upon their own 
Souls. Every Sermon they ftudy, they do but draw up a 
Bill of Indidment againft tnemfelves; and every time they 
preach, they do but pronounce the Sentence of their ow» 
Damnation: And wountoluchFaftors, when they whom- 
Chrift hath let over his Sheep, fhall themfelves be found at 
the laft Day lfanding among the Goats. 

Steondly ; Another great Duty of Minifters is, a diligent 
and conicientious imploying of their Gifts ami Talents 
they muft be both able, and willing to teach \ they them* 
felves muft be well-grounded in the Knowledg ami Doftrine 
of Chrift: The PriejPs Lips fiould preferve Knomledg, and. 
Men jhould feck the Lam at bis Mouth ; for be is the Mejfenger 
of tbt Lord of Hafts, Mai. a. 7. And therefore the A pottle, 
rejects a Novice, a raw, ignorant and unexperienced Per* 
fon : for if the Blind Usd the. Blind, both mill bo in danger of 
falling together into the Ditch. And God hhnlelf tells fuch 
ignorant and fbolifh Teachers, Hafea 4. 6 . Becaufe. thorn 
baft replied Rjtomledg, I alfo mill rejeft thee, that thou (bait be 
no Prieft to me: feeing thou haft forgotten the Lam of thy God 
Lalfomillforget thy Children. 

And as they muft be able to teach, lo they muft be di¬ 
ligent in teaching: A Neceffity is laid upon them, and mo- 
unto them if they friach not the Gofpel , as the Apoftlc lpeak$ 
i -Corinth. *}. 1 6. They ought to be inftant in fealbn, and 
out of iealon *, 2 Tim. 4. 2. Preach the Word, be infant it* 
feefon , and out of feafon, reprove, rebuke, exhort mith all Long - 
/offering and Delhi as .. Not as if the Minifter jnuft be con¬ 
tinually 
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tinually in the exercife of Preaching, but he ought to preach 
in feafon, i. t. in the ordinary and ftated Tunes for it; 
and out. of lealon, i. cs oil extraordinary Occafions, when 
the Necelfity or Utility of the Church /hall require k. 

,» . His’DoCtrine ought to be, 

\fi. bound, fuch as cannot be condemned: Tit. a. i. Speak 
thou the things which become found Do&rine. It muft have its 
Authority either from the expre/s Words of Scripture, or 
the Analogy of Faith rationally deduced from Scripture ; 
for he that preacheth falfeDo&rine-inconfiftent with thefe, 
doth but mingle Poilon with his Peoples Meat. • 

2 dip. It muft be profitable; not letting before them a* 
lien and unintelligible Notions, or fuch thin airy Specu¬ 
lations as can fcarce confift with Senfe, much lefs with. 
Divinity : for this is to give them Wind in (lead of Food. . 
2 Tim. 2. 14. Charge them before the Lord , that they ftrivp 
not about Words to no profit , but to the fubverting of the 
Hearers. And Tit. 3. 8. Thefe things 1 will that thou affirm 
confiantlj , that they which have believed in God , be careful to 
maintain good Works: thefe things are good and profitable unto 
Men. 

idly. Their Preaching, muft be plain* and lilted t <5 the 
Capacity of their Hearers as much as can be without 
diigufting any ; for ha. that fhall only difgorge. and tumble 
out a. fieap of bombaftick theatricai Words, at which the 
People only ftate, and gape, and wonder, preachethto them ' 
in an unknown Tongue,although he (peak Englifh: and this 
is but to givethem btones inftead of Bread. 

4 tidy. Their Preaching muft be grave and folid, not flo- v 
venly and too much ncglefted, for that will but beget 
nauleating in the Hearers; nor yet too nicely and fprucely 
die ft, for that will be.apt to divert the attention from the 
Matter to the Phrafe. Their Sermons ought to have a 
comely and Matron-like, not a gayifti and meretricious 
. . . Attire. 
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Attire. The Truths they preach muft be delivered in fuch 
words as jnay adorn, but not hide nor bury them; fuch as 
may rather recommend the Doftrine to the Conferences, 
than the Art and Rhetorlck of the Preacher to the Ears 
and Fancies of the Hearers. 

Fifthly, They ought to preach powerfully and with 
Authority, i Tim. 4.1 1. Theft things command and teachi 
We come to the People in the Name of God, and are his 
Ambafladors, and therefore ought to deliver his Meflage 
boldly, being lent to the People by the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords: And thole who mince his Errand, as 
if they were afraid to Ipeakthat which God hath given 
them in Commil&on, fhall at their return, untp him re¬ 
ceive the Reward of treacherous and unfaithful Meflen- 


gers. 

There are very many other Duties, which cannot with¬ 
out too much length be particularly infilled on. 

As Hofpitality according to the meafure of their Eftates, 
1 Tim. 2. They mnft be given to Hofpitality. And Tit. 1.8. 
They m»(l be lovers of Hofpitality. Ana therefore they 
ought to be liberally and plentifully endowed, that they 
may make their Table a Snare in a good lenfe, and may 
get fome to follow and oblerve them, tho ife be but for thb 
Loaves. And here it will be a good Point of their Wit 
dom, if they can handfomly make ufe of fuch Opportu¬ 
nities (as we find our Saviour did after he had miracu- 
loufly fed tfie Multitude) to break unto them the Bread 
of Life, and . with their bodily Nourifbment to feed their 
Souls. ■ 

Then Gravity in their Difcourfe, and. in all their Con¬ 
verter A Minifter Ihould neither fpeak nor do any thing 
that isAunfeemly. Intemperate Mirth, clamorous Talk, 
fcurrifo&s Jeftings, but, specially the leaft fyllable of an 
Oatly akho it be never fo much varied and dilguifed, in a 
Minifter’s Mouth, as it is wicked, fo it is utterly mif 
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becoming the Dignity of his Prafeflion,and readers him 

mesa and contemptibte. _ ^ V . r ' , e . , 

^garn; A pious and afliduous Care in vdkangtbe Sick, 
whoare certainly osoft capable of good Advice and Coun- 
felthen, altho perhaps they have all their Life-time before 
defpifed and refafed it. Y-ou may poflibly do more good 
by the ikk fied, than in the Pulpits For Death is a terri¬ 
ble and thundering Preacher; and he mult needs be a merit 
forlorn and obdurate Wretch who will not lifted i® your 
Admonitions, when the hopes of along Life, which made 
him formerly rejeft them, have for&ken him. 

Again; Diligence in catechifing ahd ltiflruamg the 
Younger in the Principles of Faith and Religion; toot them 
well« fiift,htrfthey will continne’liable ever after. This 
will lave your lelves and your Succeffors much Labour after¬ 
wards: for if once you can infinuate into their Minds Piety 
and Verity, they will grow up to farther degrees of Per- 
fedfcionin thie ordinary courle of your Miniftry,and buyout 
Comfort and Rejoycfoghere, and your Crown, and .Glory 

hereafter. . - , . , 

There are many other Duties neceffary to the right 
difcharge -of thd-Minifterial Futidion, but thefe already 
mentioned Ifcaii fuffice ; and all others may be rednoed to 
ibme of thefe. I tfhali therefore 'conclude this with my 
earneft Requeft, that you would ever feriouOy meditate 
Upon that -Charge which God gives the-Prophet, and m him 
afi Minifters, Ezek. J. »7,18;>* 9. f Mam I lave node 

theedWatehman unto the Houfe^of lintel', therefore tin 
Word at my Mouth, and give them warning from me. When! fay 
dnto’the Wicked, Thou jha/t fureiy die -? and thwgivejlhm not 
warning, nor fpeakeft to earn the Wicked of his-evil way to 
juve hie Life’, the/ame wicked Man fb ad die in hislniyuity; 
'•hut bis Blood will Lrequire at thipe Hand. Yet-if .!#§# warn 
■theWicked* and he turn wt from hie WMednefs, fe jbdl die. 
' in his Iniquity, hut thou hajt delivered thy Soul. - • ,r • 
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The Peoples Duty towards their Mini Her is Specially 

twofold. 

, / . : ... ' i 

v JF/r^. Qbediehce^ ia beings perfwaded by his good Ad¬ 
vice and Admonitions; > We havei this molt' exprefly com¬ 
manded, Bek. t-J .17. Obey them ' which h/ive the Rule over 
you ; that is, not only Civil Magistrates, and your Rulers 
in Stages-Affairs, but Minifters alfo; for fo it is added, for 
they rvsteh for your Souls* asthofe the* nsufjivt m account', 
that they tnay io it with Joy, and not with Grief. - And they 
are called tne Elders that rule welly t Tim. 5.17. I know 
that this Obedience to Minifters is a Duty fo utterly for¬ 
gotten in the Praclice of mofb Men, that I doubt of fome 
Prejudice in themagainft thefe pbces of Scripture by which 
it is.fo plainly enjoyned. Alas, that ever Chrift and hfe 
Apoftle lhould inveft us with fucb Authority, wh'iehwheh 
we aflume, we are look’d upon by the People as almoft 
ridiculous for it, as if we had only a Reed id our Hands!, 
and a. Crown of Shame rather than of Dignity put upon 
our Heads, and are accounted of: rather as lnfolent Ufiit- 
pers upon their Liberty, than as Officers intpower’d by 
Cod: himfelf. Sirs, .we take to our felves no Power over 
you, but what God hath by his Patent and Chatter giveti 
us; arid when we propound: to you-the Will of God re¬ 
vealed in his-Word ; or in Cafes not focleirly determined 
therein, do give; our Judgment as thofe who ■ have .found 
Mercy to be accounted faithful!, We db, &nd may chaHerrge 
your Obedience to it in the Name of our Lord Jefos Chrift; 
For we find that in thole particular Cafes wherein the 
Apoftle had no: exprefs Revelation front Chrift, yet he 
preferibes to the Corinthtutis what he jlfdges fit 1 for thenfr t6 
do, and by that Dire&ionobliged their Pra&iee, not indeed 
finjply and abfolutely, yet fb that m foch Cir^utoftartces as 
the Apoftle fuppofeth, they had -finned if . they had done 
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other wife than he dire&ed them. We defire not to lord it 
over God’s Inheritance by any burdenfbni Impofition of 
things either unlawful, or in tnemfelves unfit. But when 
we require from you thofe things which God himfelf hath 
commanded; or if not exprefly commanded, yet are in-the 
Judgment of thole to whom you owe Obedience,- thought 
convenient and lawful to be done, I know hot how you 
can.excufe yourfelves from Difobedience againft God, if 
in thefe Cafes you be not obedient unto us: And" if you 
call this Uferpation, and Staking too much upon us, you 
Numb. 16 . do but (peak the Language of Corib and his Complices* 
3 - and fhake not fo much ours, as God’s Title and Authority 
over you, who hath given us this Power and Commiffion. 

Secondly \ Another Duty of the People is to honour their 
Minifters as their Spiritual Fathers: Yea the Apofrle -fpeaks 
of a double Honour that is due to .them, 1 Tim. 5.17. Let 
Elders that rule well, be- accounted worthy cf double Honour . 

. All muft have that Honour given them which is due to their 
Function,, but thofe who rule the Flock well, »•«. 

not barely commendably, but excellently, muft have this 
Honour doubled to them: and thofe who not only thus 
rule, but excel others in teaching them likewife, muft have 
this double Honour doubled upon them; efpeciafly they 
that labour in the Word and Do&rine. 

. Now this double Honour is commonly taken for the Ho¬ 
nour, of Reverence, and the Honour of Maintenance ; and 
perhaps this place doth moft Specially mean this latter, 
when it fpeaks of double Honour. For this word “nyw# 
often fignifies Reward and Maintenance, and is in that 
fenfe ufed in this very Chapter, ver. 3. xwyt? n/uu* } rig o'nar 
Honour Widows, i. «. relieve Widows, that are 
Widows indeed. And here by the way we may fee how 
groupdlefs the Aflertion is, who from this place eftablifh 
an Order, new and unknown to the Church of God till 
of late, of Lay-ruling Elders. For if this Text gives 

them. 


Digitized by 


Google 





tfje Jfiftl) Comtnan&ment. 

them any fuch Authority, it gives them the double Honour 
too; and lb confequcntly,' by Divine Right they may 
challenge Maintenance from the People, as well the Mini- 
iters themielves; nay, and if they rule well, a large and 
plentiful Maintenance, double as much as may lumce o- 
thers of their own Rank and Order; which Honour when 
they ihall challenge to themielves, as doubtlefs they may 
upon as good Proof and Evidence as the Authority they 
pretend to, certainly their Paftors will find greater realon 
to annihilate thele Creatures of their Fancy and politick 
Accommodation, than ever they had to forge therm 

, But- to return.. 7 We owe them. 


Firjl % The Honour of Reverence. We ought to honour 
and efteem them for their Office, and their Work-lake. So 
exprefly, x fhejf. $.12,1 j.We Meccbyou,.Brethren, to know 
them'which labour among you: ana to ejleem them very highly 
in Love for their Work-fake. And again, Phil. 2. 29. Re¬ 
ceive him therefore in the Lord with aU Gladnefs, and hold fuch 
in Reputation And certainly they who call any Contempt 
upon Minifters, either by injurious A&ions, or reviling 
Speeches ( as it is grown a common Cuftomi, to make them 
a By-word, a very Scoff, and Song of the Drunkards) do 
not fo much defpile them, as Chrifl who lent them. He 
that defpifeth you , defpifeth me, faith our Saviour, Luke 10.16. 
And God will not leave this Sin unpunilh’d, yea he Ipeaks 
of it as almoft an unpardonable Crime, 2Chr6n.16.16. They, 
mocked the Meffengers of God, and defpifed his Words , and 
mifufed hit Prophets, until the Wrath of God was againfi 
hit People, and there was no Remedy.. 

Secondly ; They owe unto them the Honour of Main? 
tenance. So Gal. 6 . 6. Skt him that is taught inf he Word, com¬ 
municate. unto, him that teacheth , in all good things. And there 
is good realon for it.’ For. if we. have J own unto you fpiritual. 
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Things; is if trgrtttf thing if we-fln&renfr yokr sernal Things P 
firith,the Apoftlc, 1C0K9. i1. Whit you give them is 
not a matter of Bounty, ana mere voluntary Benevolence ; 
and the Minifter who fo accounts,, or receives it, under¬ 
values his Authority, and wrongs his-Kight; but it is your 
Duty,and his dae.He rriuft hay eacompetcntand liberahMain'- 
tcnance, nor ftrnred'to the bare fee Of fteOfeflfcy, but itfhould 
be affluence, fuch'as may inabfe'him to relieve the Neceffities 
of others, to-provide Comfortably for his own Family,-and 
to ufe Hofpitality in hrs Houfe : This is bis due, and he 
owes you no : more Thank* for tendering, it, thad you do 
him for receiving if. Not here, to difpute the Divine 
Right of the tenth part, (winchy et was dot all that was due 
to the Minifters under the Law, for they had a considera¬ 
ble Acceffionby Offerings and Sacrifices:) I think it certain 
that the Incouragement Of Miriiftets under the Gofpel 
fhould equal,- if-not exceeqtheirs^ In as rimCh-as 6ur Labour 
is far greater, and our Mihtftry rtioife excellent thaii theks ; 
But they - who think it fit to keep Minifters poor and depen¬ 
dant, may well be fufpe&ed todoie in favour of their own 
Vices: For how fhall he dare to reprove them, who is 
afraid of lofmg part of his Stipend, or the Benefit of his 
Patron’s Trencher? But whrlft the Gentleman in black 
muff fit below the Salt, and after Dinner cohverfe with the 
better fort of Serving-men, there is no- danger- that he 
fhould be fo audacious as to find faults ; or if he' fliould, 
no great heed will be taken to what fo defpicable a thing 
as he can fay. 

Thus rfnich for the Duties of Miniffers and People. f 

The firft Head of mutual Duties between S'uperieiirs 
and Inferiours that I fhall infift on, c, between^ ehofc who 
differ in the Gifts of Divine Bounty. And'thele may be 
confidered, either as the Gifts of fpeciaf GraCe^vot of com¬ 
mon Providence. Of which briefly.* : • ■ *' •' 
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f irfiy Goddoth fodow fcitoe jwifeb an excellent mesfiJce 
of fanftifying Grace, and is pleated to fhew.the World by 
a few rare and choice Inftanees, how wonderfully he can 
fublime our corrupted Nature, and how .near he can exalt 
Humane Frailty to an Angelical Perfection, This indeed 
is the moft excellent of all his.G.ift^ and that which .we 
ought moftearneftly to covet and defire : Bor altho other 
Gifts, as Knowledg, Wifdom, Power, drc. do in feme im- 
per&G manner ammulate us unto God; yet Sanctity and 
Holinefs doth far tranlcend all thefe, both becaule it ftamps 
upon us the Resemblance of the Diytne Nature, in that 
Attribute which is its greatest Glory ( whence God aflumes 
|t to his Stile, that he is glorious in Holioefs ) and hko" 
wife becaule God hath highly honoured it, and given it the 
Dignity and Prerogative to be the only means of bringing 
us to the compieat and eternalFruition of our Felicity. 

. Now thole whom God hath thus bleSed with an eminent 
degree bf this his befl: Gift^ ought, 

Ftrft, To beware that they do not leccetly defpile their 
weaker Brethren in their Hearts, .nar with a cenferious 
lAufterity rejed: thole whonrGod hath received;ft is of- 
hen ieen that Bellow-Servants ;aie more; inferable! each rto 
other, chan tlieir cominQn Loidantl Mailer; and that thole 
Frrours and Infirmities which are rather the. flips of In- 
cogitancy-, than the EroduGs of a jreiolved Will, .can hardly 
obtain, pardon among Meri, though God bath iorgiveoand 
forgotten them. Nqw this arrlerJttiffoafc a Spiritual Pride,, 
which; makes us envious towards! thdl^ mfoti exoel us^ and 
'fcocnfulfdwardsthofe who fall fhiotrti For ddaen Men grow 
xonceited of their own Excellenciesaitd Attainments, they, 
fwiE be ready to condemn atherMensDuties, as fortnal Hy- 
^pocrily.i and their.SrEis'as tocal.ApQftdfy; they will miftahe 
iihe fmodkmg Bkxlfor. atshking iDbn^iih. and be forward 
irfaperioufly to cafithemoot of God?s Family,. though them- 
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felves were but lately received into it out of mere Charity. 
Certainly this is a Spirit (though it too much prevails in 
this broken and (battered Age, wherein every one thinks 
lo much the better of himielf, by how much the worfe 
he thinks of others; yet this I fay is a Spirit) utterly mis¬ 
becoming the fweetnefs and mildnefs of the Gofpel, which 
teacheth us to be meek and gentle, forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another. It would better become.thee, 
O Chriftian, not to obferve other Mens Falls, but to look 
to thine own Standing: Thou ft And*(l by Ttith ; be not 
high minded, but feAr r Rom. n. so. It is the worft way 
that fb excellent a thing as divine Grace can be perverted, 
when it'makes thee proud and cenforious. For my part, 
I fhould much more confide in the fecurity of an humble 
Soul that creeps along to Heaven, though with a flow yet 
an even Face, than in the extatick Zeal and Fervour of 
loch who perhaps far out-ftrip others, but alio contemn 
them: for the one is ft ill preffing forward, and regards with 
admiration thofe who excel; but the other is often looking 
back with difdain upon thofe who are flower than him- 
felf, and whilft he minds not fo much his Way, as the Ad¬ 
vances he hath made, offers many Advantages to the Devil 
to trip him up r and give him many a fore and fhameful 
Fall. And therefore, O Chriftian, the more eminent thy 
•Graces are, the more need haft thou to pray andftrivefbr 
Humility. The talleft Cedars had need have the deepeft 
Roots, otherwife the Storms and Winds will eafily overturn 
them: So truly the higher any grow, the more they fpread 
and ftourifh, being like the Cedars of God, beautiful in their 
•Leaves, and plentiful in their Sap, the more need have they 
to be deeply rooted in Humility; or elfe believe it, the 
Wind and Tempeft of Temptations, to which they (land 
more expofed than others, will not only forely fhake them, 

‘ but utterly overturn them; when thofe whom they fhall 
defpife as mean Shrubs, fhall ftand fecure,and with a tender 
pity weep over their Fall. Se~ 
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Secondly , Another Duty of fuchas are eminent in Grace, 
is to improve it to the benefit and advantage of others. 
God hath given thee a larger Portion, that thou fhouldft be 
helpful to thy Brethren. The Stock of Grace which he hath 
offered thee, is not only that thou thy felf fhouldft live well 
upon it, but it was intended for the Relief and Comfort of 
the whole Family. Hath God indowed thee with a clear 
and diftinft Knowledg of the Myfteries of the Gofpel? 
know that this Lamp was lighted up in thee, that thou 
fhouldft give Light unto others, that thou fhouldft diffufe 
and fcatter abroad its Rays round about thee, to inform the 
Ignorant, guide the Doubting, confirm the Wavering, re- 
folve the Scrupulous, reduce the Erroneous, and convince 
the malicious Oppofers of the Truth. This is not the Mi- 
nifter’s Duty only, though more eminently and efpecially 
his, but it is the Duty of every private Chriftian, whom 
God hath blefled with a large meafure of true Knowledg 
more than others, ftill keeping within his due Bounds ana 
Limits* Or, hath the holy Spirit kindled in thy Breaft a 
Flame of divine Affe&ion ? and is it not to this end, that 
thou fhouldft breath Warmth into the languifhing De¬ 
fires of others, and by holy Conferences and fpiritual Di£ 
courles, illuftrating the Beauty of Holinefs, the Excellency 
of true Piety in it felf, and the Rewards it brings after it, 
apply thy heavenly Fire unto their chill and freezing 
Hearts, until thou haft inkindled them too, and let them 
on a Flame,, that fo both together might burn with vigo¬ 
rous Love towards God and his Chrift ? Or, hath God exer^ 
cifed thee with grievous Trials, and violent Temptations ? 
wherefore is it, but that thou fhouldft the better know 
how to fuccour thole that are tempted; and by thine own 
Experiences, counfel and comfort thole who are ready to 
(ink under their Load, which not only the Weight, but the 
Unufualnefs makes the more intolerable ? For the greateft 
Accent and Emphafis that fuch do ufuaily put upon their 
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Miferies, is, that never any before were fo feverelyaffii&ed, 
never any before were fb violently aflaulted. Let them 
know, that no Temptation hath befellen them, but what is 
common unto Men, and that thou thy ielf haft come tri¬ 
umphantly from under the like: Expound to them the 
Depths and Methods of Satan; unravel his Wiles and Sub- - 
tildes; ftretch out the intangled Folds of that old and 
Crooked Serpent: for therefore hath God comforted you- 
in all your Tribulations, that you might be able to comfort 
them who are troubled, with the fame Comforts by which 
your (elves have been comforted of God, as the Apoftle 
lpeaks, 2 Corinth* 1.4. Or, if thou art not fo fit either 
for Ioftru&ion or Counfel, yet at teaft let thy Graces be 
beneficial unto others by an holy and exemplary Conver- 
fation; if thy Graces cannot (bine through thy Gifts, yet at 
leaft let them fbine through thy Life, that others feeing 
thy good Works, may give Glory tothy heavenly Father.. 
And therefore never complain that thou canft not honour 
God in fb noble a Way as others,; that thou canft not fpeak, 
nor plead for him as others do. If thou liveft to him, thou 
pfeadeft for him ; for certainly an My Life is a much bet¬ 
ter Commendation of Holinefc, than all the elaborate Enco¬ 
miums of Art and Rhetor ick. Theleare the Duties of thole 
that excel in Graces 


Asfor others, their Duty is, 

Firft, Highly to-love and efteemthofe whole Graces are 
more eminent and confpkuous. God is the comprehenfrve 
and ultimate Ob jet of our Love and Veneration j and there¬ 
fore the nearer any Creature approacheth to the Simili¬ 
tude of God, the more ought'We to efteem and prize it. 
Now God is not more lively reprefented in any thing, than 
in the Holinels of his Saints. This is the moft perfeft Por¬ 
traiture and Image of him who hath ftited- himfelf the 
Holy One of lfratL They are begotten of God, made Par¬ 
takers* 
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takers of the Divine Nature, and conformed unto his I- 
mage: And therefore as we would adore this glorious Attri¬ 
bute of God in its infinite Original, fb we ought to efteem 
and venerate it in theft happy Souls, to whom God hath 
communicated fbme Rays and Striftures of it. Every one 
the* loveth him that beget, Urvetk him elfo shot is bigptten of 
him, faith the Apoftle, i John $. 1. becauft of the Ltkenefs 
he bears to his heavenly Father: and the more exprefs 
this Reftmblance is, the more intenft, and the more in¬ 
dexing fhould our Affe&ions be. We ought to afToeiate 
with mem, to make them our Bofom-friends, our Confi¬ 
dents, and our Companions; our delight fhould be in the 
Saints, and in the excellent Ones of the Earth, as Devij pro- 
feficth his to have been, Pftl. 16. 3. 

SeeonMy ; Another Duty is. Imitation of their holy Exam¬ 
ples, and following of them wherein they follow the Lord 
Chrift. If thou lceft others far out-ftrip thee, mend thy 
Pace, indeavour to overtake them, tread in the lame Steps, 
and do thy very utmoft to keep even with them; envy not 
their Graces, but be fore to emulate them. Indeed fbme 
there are, who that they might not ftem to be behind the 
fieft, prove Hindrances and Pull-backs to them, left the 
forwardnefs of their Zeal and Piety, fhould be a Reproach 
to their own Sloth ; like Truants at School, who, left their 
Fellows fhould get too much before them, do what they 
can to iQtioe than from their Books. But this is a moft 
wicked Envy, and the Root of it is Pride and Lazinels. 
But an holy Emulation never repines at, or hinders the Pro¬ 
ficiency or others, it rather would by all means promote it; 
but only it will put us upon indeavoursto be as forward as 
any. It will not be a Curb to them, bpt a Spur'to us. And' 
foch an Emulation as this, every true Chrifttan fhould 
highly cberifb. For the fhame of being out- ftripr, is as great 
an Incentive, as any can be given unto Vertue. Cbrimaas 
are like a Company of Men running in a Race, every one 
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ffaould ftrive, arid ftrAin every Nerve and Sinew to be fxr/fc 
at the Goal, the firft that fhould lay hold on the Prize and 
Reward: And here be fore you fet your Patem right; take 
not the moft noify and airy Chriftians, who glory in Talk 
and Cenfures; take not one who hath an Affe&ation of 
being religious after a new Mode and Fafihion; take not 
ohe who leeks to raile a Fame for Piety only, by decrying or 
condemning this or that Form of Profeffion; and who^ if 
there were no Differences among us, would lole very much 
of his Reputation for San&ity. For thele are only Top- 
rents that run with * violent Stream; but they are mallow, 
and we know not how loon they may ■grow dry, and deceive 
the hopes of thole who come to refrem. themfelves at them. 
But propound thole to your lelvcs for Examples, who are of 
fixed Principles, and fober Pra&ices, who are grave and lo- 
lid, arid in all the Duties that belong to a> Chpiftian-Con- 
veriation, labour to do them fubftantiaHy rather than often- 
tatioufiy ; that live within God and themfelves, that have 
deep Thoughts, and folid Exprefiions of them, arid whofe 
A&ions are futable and correlpondent to both. Such an one 
is the Chriftian indeed,, and luch (for feme fuch there are,) 
I recommend to you for your Imitation. And yet there is 
no Man that walks fo uprightly, but that fometimes he 
fteps awry. And therefore be not led by a blind and im¬ 
plicit Adherence to them,, but continually eye the Rule; 
and wherein Ibever they forlake that, be they Apoftles, yea-, 
or. if, it were poflible, even Angels themlelves, therein fen- 
lake them".. 

And thus much fop the mutual Duties of Superiours, and 
Inferiours, in refpe&of Grace. . 

Eet us next confider them in relpea of the Gifts of 
God’s common Bounty, which he promilcuoufly diftributes 
both to. the Good and to the Bad j l.fhall but briefly mention 
them unto you.. 

God’S. 
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God’s Gifts of Providence may refped either their Perfbns, 
or elfe their outward Eftate. 

Thole which refpe& the Perfon, are either Gifts of die 
Mind, or of the Body. 

Fir(l ; Thofe who excel in Gifts of the Mind, in Know- 
ledg, and Wildoro, and Parts, a profound Judgment, ora 
winning Elocution, &s. they ought to improve thefe to the 
Good and Advantage of others ; not as Jchitophcl did his 
politick,Couniel, or Tertullus his flattering,Oratory, to op* 
prefs Right and Equity, but to guide and advife for the 
benefit of Mankind, ana the glory of God. For thefe Gifts, 
though they are not fanftifying, yet may be very fervicea- 
ble to the Church*. Hirtm though he were a Stranger, to 
the Common-wealth of Ifrael , yet provided many excel¬ 
lent Materials for the Building of the Temple. So God 
doth many times imbellifli thole who are Strangers to him, 
with many admirable Ornaments of Underftanding and 
Learning, and makes ufe of the Materials which they have 
prepared and laid in,, for the Edification of his Church. 
And as Noth imployed many to build his Ark, who were 
themfelves overwhelmed in the Deluge; (o God many times 
imploys fuch as thefe to build his Ark the Church, who yet 
may at laft be fwept away with the Deluge of his Wrath, 
and drowned in Perdition: Thefe, though they fhould 
pofTefs fuch Gifts without any fan&ifying and. Giving 
Grace, yet are they very confiderable. Men; and our Du-. 
ty is to efteem and reverence, them,. to love their Excel¬ 
lencies, and to incourage, their Labours, to praife God for 
them, and pray for an increafo of their Gifts. How much 
more then, when their natural and acquired Endowments 
are conjoined with, fan&ifying Grace, and the Love of 
the Truth doth as much pofTefs their Hearts, the Know* 
ledg. of it doth their Heads? It. is & fordid Bafenefs to de¬ 
tract 
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traft from any Man’s Worth, or extenuate liis Abilities, 
by fome flanderous Buts, and Exceptions, which is the dis¬ 
ingenuous Pra6tice of many, who think all that added to 
their own Praife, which they thus nibie away from another 
Man’s. 

Secondly ; Another Superiority which God hath granted 
forne over others, is that of Old Age,*which is of it fcif 
reverend and awful; and we ought to give that due RefpeCt 
untqjt, which both Nature and the Law of God requires, 
Levtt. 19. 32. Thou {belt rifenf before the booty Heod, end 
honour the F*ee of the old Mon,- And feor thy God, God 
hath put a fignal Honour upon it, by ftifinghimfelf the 
Antient cf Days, Dan. 7. 9. and he threatens it as a great 
Judgment upon a People, 1 ft. 3. 5. Thot the Children{boll be¬ 
hove tbemfehes proudly ogoinfithe Ancients. We read how 
(everely a Scorn caft upon an aged Prophet, was revenged in 
thole Children which mock’d his Baldnefs. A reverend 
Awe before them is not only a Point of Manners, but part of 
a moral and exprefs Duty; and therefore it is laid of Elikn, 
4. that he waited tiU Job had fpoken, becaufc they 
were elder than he; and ver.6. fee faith, I om young, end 
ye ore very old, n therefore 1 tons ofroid, I durjt not {hew you 
mine Of inion. 

And if fiich Refpeft and Reverence be due unto them 
from others, they ought chiefly to reverence themfelves, 
and by grave, and prudent,*nd holy A&ions, to put a Crowa 
of Glory upon their own gray Heads. They ought not to be 
vain and light in their Converfe, nor Children of an hun¬ 
dred Years old, nor by the Folly and Wickednels of their 
Lives, expole themfelves to that Contempt which will 
certainly be caft upon them where Age is not accompanied 
with Gravity and Prudence. And therefore we And it, 
Prov. 16. 31. The hoory Head it o Cronn if Glory, if it be 
found in thewoy of Righteoufnefs ; otherwise inllead of be- 
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ing a Glory, it is but a double Shame and Reproach. 

• Thirdly ; There is another fort ,of the Gifts of common 
Providence, wherein fane excel others, and that is, Riches 
and Honour: Thefe the Scripture caHs Fathers. Nohdl al- 
tho he were a Fool and a Churl, yet Dnvid in his MefTages 
to him, doth impliciteiy call him Father, x S*m. 25. 8. 
Ctve t 1 pray thee, whtffoever umkth unto thine bond, unto thy 
Servdntiy snd unto thy Son David. 

Their Duty is to be humble towards their Inferiours, 
knowing that they are only external Goods \ and thole the 
leaf); confiderable of all the Stores of God’s Bleflings that 
make them to differ from others. And to communicate 
to the relief of others Neceffities, that they may be rich 
in good Works, and make themlelves Friends of the Mam¬ 
mon of Unrighteoufiiefs, that when .they fail they may 
be received into everiafting Habitations : for he that is- 
rich only in hoarding and keeping up his Score, is no bet¬ 
ter to be accounted of, than the bale Earth, which-locks 
up more Treafures in its Bowels, than they can in their 
Chefts. 

And their Inferiours Duty, is to pay them alt due Re- 
fpe£ts according to what God hath be flowed upon them 
to acknowledg the Riches of God in snaking them rich; 
and to endeavour to promote as far as in them lies, the 
(piritual Good of their Souk, that they may not be rich 
here; and undone eternally- For a rich Man may be more 
univerfelly inftrumental either of Good or Evil,, than others 
can: and therefore to win fuch an one to the Faith, or 
to preferve him ftable in it, is a moflr charitable Work* 
sot only to their Souls in particular, but to the Church of 
Chrift; the Aflairs of which may be much advanced by luck 
a Man’s Wealth and Inrereft. 

And fo much for this laft Relation between Inferiours and 
Superiours, in the Gifrs oC God's efpecial Grace or common 
Bounty- Thus. 
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Thus now I have at laft gone through the mutual Do¬ 
ties of many Relations; fome Natural, Iome Civil, fome 
Ecclefiaftical, and fome ©economical; I know not with 
what Acceptation or Succels. Poflibly iome may think 
thefe things too mean and trivial to be ib long infilled on. 
But let me tell fuch, that Relative Duties^ as they are the 
moll difficult of all others to perform, ib they are the beft 
Trials of true Chriftianity, and the Power of Godlineis:. 
He that indeavOurs not to walk clofely with God in thele, 
let his Notions and Profeffion be never fo lofty and fublime, 
it will be no uncharitablenels at all to judge that all his 
Pomp is but a mere Form of Godlineis, and an hypocri¬ 
tical Oftentation. 

Let me exhort you therefore in the fear of God, that 
ye would be much in pondring thele things. There needs 
no great Labour to underhand them, nor to find out My- 
fleries and concealed Depths in them. It is true they are 
plain, but they are of daily ufe; and it is but requifite that 
we ihould not be long underhanding what we are continual¬ 
ly to pra&ife. 

Let me fubjoin but one general Rule to this, and I 
have done with it; and that is, That in all thele mutual 
Duties, it is no excufe for the one Party to fail of the moh 
coafoientious and careful Performance of what belongs to 
him, becaufo. the other doth ib. For certainly another 
Man’s Sin-cannot excufe mines and God hath bound us 
in duty not only to one another, but aK of us unto him- 
felf. And therefore although they may break their Obliga¬ 
tions and Covenants, yet that doth not take off our Obli¬ 
gation. Should the .Father be careleis of, and cruel to 
his Child, yet this -doth not at all exempt him from 
paying Duty and Obedience unto his Father : Should a 
Mailer be tyrannical over his Servant, yet the Servant’s 
Duty remains Hill Rated and unaltered, to reverence, fear 
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, and obey him. Should a Minifter be carelels of the Flock 
committed to his Charge, yet his People are dill bound to 
give him Refpeft and Honour in regard of his Office. 
Should a Magidrate tyrannize over his Subje&s, yet ftill 
they, are to own him, and obey his Commands in all law¬ 
ful things. For Mal-adminiftration of any Offce, or any 
Authority,, cannot countenance and excule want of Duty 
in Inferiours; ftill we are as carefully to> perform what 
God hath required, as if they were the bed Parents, or 
Magiftrates, or Mailers in the World: And if there be 
any wrong done, or defeft on their .Fart, we mud leave 
it to him to reward our conicientious Obedience, and to 
pupilh their wilful Offences.. And foJikewife it is incum- • 
bent upon Superiours to perform their Duties faithfully and 
confcientioufly toward their Inferiours, be they never to pen- 
,Ver(e„ ingrateful, or rebellious y for their Faults cannot cx- 
qufe our Nqgfe&s. 

. ' ' And thus much for this laifgeajjJ: comprehenfive Precept, 
Honour thy Father uttd thy Mother* > . 

r • ■ • . ‘ ' .1 ’ . ■ i . i . . • 

. To the Precept is added the Prbmife,- as a Motive and 
Incouragement to Obedience; Thstthy Dtys muybtlongin 
the Lmdmhich the Lord thyGodgh/etb tbet * . And this Pro- 
mile God’s Faithfulnels (lands ingaged to fulfil to all that are 
dutiful and obedient. 

... Now here we may oblerye, that whereas the free and 
genuine Adrainiftrstion of the Gofpel, promifeth eternal 
Life,, and the Joys and Glories of Heaven to Believers j 
the old Law runs generally upon earthly .and temporal 
Bleflings; and among them infids frequently .upon length 1 
of Days, and an happy and profperaus Life;- as the chief-* 
ed Bleffing and highed Expe&ation of. humane Nature: 
which mud not be fo underdood, as.if the Promiles of 
the Law were pnly.for.thele .beggarly and terrene Con* 
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ceriimentsi -blit becatife this Pucceducd was imcre finable 
to the whole. SyRem of that Pedigo 'Wherein -God 
thought fit to dilcipline them by Types} ahd to lead thein 
unto the Sun by Shadows: Therefore as he allayed his own 
fpiritual Worship with the mixture of very many exter¬ 
nal Ritefc t aH^ :porapous Obferuacces; fb he propounded 
lifeewife their .eternal Rewards unto them, by 'temporal 
and earthly Pronaifcs ; and by both attempered their Re¬ 
ligion untio their efiate of Infancy, bringing it down as 
much as poflible totheVerdift of Senle, refervingthe manly 
and hcroick Putins of believing- bis/Word without a 
Pawn, totbetnoragrownAgesof theGhurch. . j. ' 

Rut howfoever* dlthdugh thefe Promiles made to the Jews 
were thus typical,'yet thefe Figures werenot altogether lb 
figurative, asnbtrb be properly underftood arid fulfilled. 
Though Heaven were typified by-Gaw^yet God’s Veraci¬ 
ty would have fuffered, if he had brought thetfPtb Heaven 
the true Lahd <tf<PmniIe,«Td hotgiven them r their Inheri¬ 
tance in the earthly Ceoem ; lb hkewifefhai Gbd tttight 
be true to his Promile,- it is not enough that he rewards the 
Obedient with eternal Life, but his Faithfulneis ftandsob- 
ligpltfe pedong ibeir temporal Life,' to flich a Duration 
as tnay bet fit at’ half to ihafos a Typb of the eyertaking 
Rftli.:':.: j; i.. j r'\. 

Neither doth the more fpiritual Difpenlation of the 
GofpeJ, look upon this filefling of long Life, as a thing below 
its Cognizance, but propounds it asa Promile of Moment, 
though it i be ■ now diveiled of its' typical tile, - and Rands for 
UO.morethan it lelf iignifies. And therefore We find, that 
the Apoftlc puts a Value upon this Fifth Commandment on 
this veFy Reafon, that it is the firR with Promile, Ephtf.zy. 
And St. Ptf/ratlarge tranferibes that Paftage of P/af. $4.' 
Whit Men is he thdt defiretk to livei mtdtoveth many Dips ? 
let him depart from : Evif x 4/id ddG wd, & a - AridSt. faul 

a • •« 
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the'Ffomlfts of this Life, anftofitfaatW hick & tpcoote:; had 
4 rtm is*fcfefe thttt-fcin concern this Life, tears! thanLifei it 
tfelf? (Sod’s Faithfulntffs is therefore obliged by .'Promifey U 3 b 
tengthencart adtwly-aWobodfeltliilej.":; :r r ; I ; : r.-. : 
‘♦•‘MoiVWllI Qt\y ihaaxiradiidk^toins i^iilhfub^fidn 
the perforrtiafietf'of ihisPromile^ laltkougfaGad fiiffsr hbariy 
to grow Old in their Sins, whole Youth began their Courle 
Wick&n&s with Rebellion! s^nffithdr' ftreatt) iknd 
who continue to their decrepit Days, their Impieties and 
Rebellions againft God; .when as early Towardlinels and 
Piety, are generally look’d upon as mortal Symtoms; and 
G<xi leems efpecially to fhorten their Days to whom he 
here promifeth a long Life. For fince this prelent Life is 
nothing elfe but a Tendency and Preparative unto Eterni- 
t y ~ ne ither ~ i r nor any thing nrttr-caq-fec- e al l e d Good , but 
only as it relates to our eternal State. And therefore all 
Promiles of earthly Blellings, mull necelTarily imply this 
Condition, that they lhall be literally fulfilled unto us, if 
they may promote our eternal Happinels; otherwile they 
would not be Promiles, but Threatnings; and that which 
we apprehend a Blefling, would indeed prove no other to us 
than a Snare and Curie. We may boldly challenge long 
Life, when all the Circumftances of it will tend to our e- 
verlafting Welfare. But God, who knows how frail and 
yielding the beft of us are, and in the Series of his Di¬ 
vine Providence, feeth what prevailing Temptations wc 
lhall be expofed unto, doth oftentimes in Mercy abridge 
this Promile, and takes us from the World, left the World 
Ihould take us from him ; and deals with us as Princes deal 
with Duellifts, they make them Priloners, that they might 
prelerve them: So God that he might prelerve his People 
from their great Enemy, commits them to lafe Cuftody of 
the Grave. And if this be to be unfaithful, certainly his 
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Faiih&lnt&WDuki be nothing ebe but an Alt to circumvent 
and undo us; - foould he onlyitaheep that inviolate, perform 
thole Frortiifes which would be to our Hurt and Detriment. 
Nor i ndeed pan any Man, whom God hath blefled with a 
right Judgment and due Efteem Df things,. be willing to 
compound for the. Continuance, df this prefeit Ljfe^ with 
th*> Hazard Or D iminution of his future Happinefc. 

Thus much for the Explication of the Eifth Command. 


ment. 
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^ ; COM M AND M E NT. 

\' -V icpottftatt twttalJ. 

I'.., >;.ot ; ' .! u;,:’. , ’ v.V\// . . '■ * 

T H E Commandments 1 of the Second Table, do all of 
them immediately refped that Duty which we owe 
onto Mert; whom we may confider, either, asunder tome 
tieculiai* Differences ; or elfe in theircommoO Namre. We 
hS/e already 'fpokert GofiOerning the Duties that, belong^ unto 
them under the firft Aeceptlon, as they ^ differenced mto 
Super toutst and Iufe'riours. There are other Duties, which 
appertain umverfally unto all, under what Difference foevet- 
they may be corffidered * whether they -.h&Sftertoirst *>r 1 * 
fertours, or 'Equals among themfehres ; and: thefe am coptai-. 
ned in tile fiv? following Precepts-; all which concern W 1 
Neighbour, either irt his Perfon, or rnhis exseriour Gifts, of 

Wealth,- or GOod Nameb - • • y J • ' • x. 

His Perton is to-be cortfidered, either naturally, tfr My.W- 
caliV r Naturally , 1 as 1 ho is this irtdividuil iyfen^ and to thft 
SixthCouimanditterff provides tot-hist- Sfecunt }<s.fhptt'falt : 
not 'till. r ' Myftteafly , as hei isub -the. ftate, of Marriage,- 
which of Two, makes up one Myflical Perfon : And fo 
Care is taken for him in the Seyend Then/bah not cmi*K 

Al Ifweiconfide*himin’hisBiternalOifb,ffohisEftatfe and’ 
SiibKahcfe is- ^feiuaftfed * by ; tte Eighth 'Commandment; ; 
TlmiMtitet fl*tlA m Reputation*, and good .Name by 

A a a tlie 
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the Ninth ; thou Jhalt not bear falfewitnefs again# thj Neigh- 

^Andas a ft ron g -Fenee 4k a bo u t him , andalih atoihc- 
other Laws, that neither of them be violated, God hath not 
only prohibited tlW qat^aod >A<S^ grois and flagitious 
Crimes, but the inward, and lurking Motions unto Evil, in, 
our ThoUfclifc fndJA^iof STandthk,-ii^tlie^i;eo^ Com¬ 
mandment: Thou jhalt' no t’tovet. * ^ 


• r (halt begin with *»<*%«" £ffe. for 

tht Security, and Indemnity of our Perfihns*; Thou Jhalt u&t- 
kill. Andlhis forbids that barbarous and inhumane Sin of 
MufthfeH tliat Fi Wt*bofh of the Devil, tybo^wasa Ajurthentr 
front the begin hitfgi thefirll branded, Cn,®c t lat we tead of, 
wherein naturaLCorruption, eon traced bythe.Fall^vented. 
its AanCoUrabd Virulence*; the Sift of Cain, thatgreat In-- 
ftafi^of ^erditibn, ■rchbflw his Biethcp >4^A >ecaufelus» 
BrtoherV Work# were righttomtod. his ow<ie^'4 t :: 

Neither doth: this Precept confine it feff only to forbid 
theaa>uk Sift of Murtherbut: alf .Degrees, ,aqd all Caufes. 
ofk; Jas^ Wfttyed,’ and afli Anger, ftarotgft. «xl, Slanders,, 
and fclf^AkaifitMms* and whatfoevw may prejudice the 
Safety of wt liteighbiur^oa fsropi ^ tQ.fesJ^m.perifh, jffben. 
it is jd&ijr pause* to rafeue* apdi!oltav 4 'h!f?i« ’ - . . * ’ 

^ Uni . Some old Hereticks * extended th* Sepfe, ofW Pnohib*- 
ckti. Aug. tion^l^ (halt them- 

d ' ci f*- feivevj hoktortfuAhwMw 

c. 10. '’ and'Serviceo$our LifaPbflibly;indeed,even, 
-r towards them, und stenuefc torrotfntifig tfony not to &- 
cisfie our Occafions, and Neetffiws, but, our/unreafonaUa 
Paflions* may be reducible as & Sunagainft this. Command*, 
ment, ( for all A<Sts of Cruelty are fo;) but fimply .tQv hill 
them fen dur.Ncceffii^.’ 

both of them; and jas, hath gfahtSdusrthJS P^fQ^ve^ 
our Charter,, to have tiiepowerof Uf.andD^tthoverrtheiT^ 

Gen.. 
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fin, 9. }. Every moving Thing that livt/hf. fluff be Meat foh 
yen. Ana dQubtlefsWe may put them to anyfcihd of Death? 
that the oeceffity either of our Food or Phyfick will require. 
This Killing therefore, forbidden in the Text, refers only 
unto Men, like our. felves ; and therefore it is very properly 
rendred by others, Thou fait do no Mnrther. 

* Yet neither is everykilling of a Man Mnrther : For there 
are feveral Giles, wherein, although one kill another, yet he 
is no Mnrtherer ; As, • ri 

. Firjl , In the Execution of Juftice. Magiftrates , and 
liich who have lawful Power and Authority, rhay, and ought 
to put capital Offenders to Death * and if they do not, 1 God 
will charge it upon them as their Sin. ft is an’ ancient Law 
uponRecord, Gen.^.G.Whofoevtr faddeth Mans Blond, by, 
Man fall his Blond be fad; as if there were ho other wav' 
for Expiation, no other Method to wafh aWay- the ftain 
guilt, of Bloud, but only byfuB'who unjuftly- fpilt it: • Andt 
Again, Dent. 19.21. Thine Eye fall not pity; but Life faff- 
go for Life. And indeed, if we rightly confide* it, this is 
not to Butcher up Mankind, but topreferve them. God 
hath commanded Magiftrates to kill,) that he might prev&ht- 
Murther: FOr our Nature isfo: ex Wearaly tortti pt, that there' 
is no other effedhial way to hinder us frdrh killing, but'byJ 
enjoyning the Magiftrates to do it. And therefore as Phy¬ 
sicians, in cafes of violent, and immoderate Bleeding,, dool^ 
ten open a Veih in another part of the Body, asthe beft- 
Method to flop lit< by ftevulfion ;fo when'-the Body Polr-' 
tick bleeds by private rage and revenge, gufhing out irfto* 
* Murtllcfs, thc way ta flop this Blotid; it to died Bloud. • 
Neither'dothoar SaviourisCommandy <not fo reftfi evil- 
Mafth.s.y$. gainfey this legal and punitive way of Bloud-; 
ibcddingiFbjr. thbfe words.do^yfcrbid ! pfivit€- Revenge^ 
notpubbek We miifb'not'betlttdge^in-oar Own Caufes, nop 
vhea we . apprehendtjur felves wronged^ carve out to our • 
folveswhat jkteafures of ‘ Revenge .our Wrath tnd-Fury {hall* 
* A a a 2 di<ftate j 
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dictate?. we wltb hlvejiO Authority, or Commirtlon; ought 
not tfttake Life for Uf<Vfoor Eye for Eye, nor Tooth tor 
Tooth, much lefs Life tor art Injurious Word, or an idle 
Quarrel ,* we mull not repay 1 with the lead revenge, thofe 
who have done us the greateft wrongs; in which Jenfe, we 
mud not refift evil; but if Weliave in. any thing fa flared' 
wrong, We ought to- bring all our Caufes and Complaints 
to. the Magiftrate; for into his Hands hath God' put the 
Sword of Juft ice, Rom. 13. 4. Revengers fo Acred a thing, 
that none ought to intermeddle with it but thofe whom God 
hath appointed; for he hath folemniy afcribed it to him- 
felf, >Heh. 10. 30. Vengeance beUngeth unto me'*,. I will re-: 
compenfe,faith the Lord. And he hath conftitutedthe Ma¬ 
giftrate, as.his Deputy, in this Workand Office; atyd-there*, 
fore he only oughtto revenge, by Pumflunent proportiona¬ 
ble to the nature of the Crimes committedSo that to 
foeak properly, ft isoaly God, said not: Man, thatlheds die 
of wicked Periods. TheMagiftfate receives his Gom- 
mifoon from God, and doth it as his Minifter, and Servant-;. 
yea, and; in doing it, is fo for from doing a cruel and unjuft 
A<ft i an A<ft that, will cither pollute.hisHahds, or ftain his- 
Con faience, that ftmakes him the raore holy and pure: AncF 
therefore t whea;M>fer called the Levit.es to flay thofe Idola 
ters that had worihipped the Golden Calf, he (peaks of ir, as 
an holy Function, Exod. 3 2.29. Confecrateyour.felves to 
day unto the Lord ; ev&rf. Man upon his Soui, and upoU 
his Brother , that, be way beftvv, upm you a Bkfting this 
day. \ • ' r v i ' • 

Secondly, There may be Bloud-fhed in a juft and lawful 
War, withoutthechargeor crimeof Murther. Indeed we 
are commanded to follow Pence with all Men, and^sanuch as. 
lies in us, and, if poffible, to have Peace with alt Men, Rom., 
iz. 18. But fometimes, through the Ambition and turbu¬ 
lent Spirits of others, through their politick Defignsof pick¬ 
ing unjuft Quarrels, it may be no longer poftibfo to main- 
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tain Peace; and in this cafe, where we have Right, and E- 
quity on out fide, it is lawful to .wage War : I fpeak not 
now of private Differences between Perfon and Period; but 
of publick* between Nation and Nation : In which:Cafe,tha 
Supreme Magiftrate hath the power of making. War,, and 
proclaiming Peace. 

f • __ * 

There are feme who decry this Aflertion, and thinkitoon- 
trary to the Temper of a Christian, who is a Son of Peace, 
tobea Man of War. I confefe, there is-nothing:thatcan 
juftiffeWar againft anotherNation, but.either, 

Firfi, NeceflaryDefence againft an unjuft Invafion. Or,. 
Secondly , Recovery of what is unjuftly taken away. Thus 
David purlued the Amalekites , who had.carried his Wives 
away Captives: ( Or, n c . • •; - \ 

thirdly The ppailhing of Tome great Injury and Wrong. 
Thus Dfyid hkewife wars againft the Ammonites, for .the 
contumelious Ulage of his Ambafladors* 


But where the Gaufe is juft, the Manner in which wepro-* 
fecute it is warran&bte, the Authority whichingiageth us 
in it, being rightly cpnftituted over Us, I fee nothing but 
that it is very fit 4 when-it is very neceflary, to take up Arms, 
and in a publick War to riglit our felves upon injurious. Ene¬ 
mies : For, as there may be many wrongs, done by onePar* 
tyagainft another, who muft be judged: by thp Law com* 
monto them b<?th ; fo there may be many wrongs, by one 
Nation againft another; which, if they will not content to 
there being no oomcjon ■ Magiftrate, nor common; 
Law over them both, C ^ceptthc Law, and Right of Nati¬ 
ons, of which, the more powerful u&ally make little ac* 
count; j jn this cafe , certainly the injured may very juftly 
have rtcourfe to War.: For, what Lawisto Pterions of the 
feme. Nation, that War isto Per Ions of a.different, Na¬ 
tion. 

We, 
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We read, That among thofemany Penitents that came to 
John the Baptift , for Inftrudtion, when Soldiers alfo came, 
he did not bid them laydown their Arms, or their Commit 
iion : He preach’d not to them, Fight no more, Kill no 
Man ; but gives them dire&ions hoW they fliould demean 
themfelves in their Calling: Which he would not have done, 
if he thought their Calling i* felf unlawful. He bids them 
do no violence, aceufe no man faljly ; but be content with jour 
f ay, or Wages, Luke 3.14. Neither did our Saviour, when 
he fo highly commended the Centurion for his Fakh, rebuke 
him for his Profeflion; but extolls him for taking the Ground 
and Argument of his Faith, from hisMilitary Calling, Luke 
7. 8* I am a Man under Authority , having Soldiers under 
me ; and I Jay unto one go, and he goes; and to another come, 
and he comes ; and to my Servant, do this, and he doth it. 
This very. Calling of his he urgeth Chrift with^md makes it 
an Argument to ftrengthen his Faith, that certainly Chrift 
was able to cure his Jick Servant ; becaufe, if he. Who was but 
a Captain, had fuch Authorky over his Soldiers, to com¬ 
mand them to come, and to go at his Word; how much 
more abfolute Power had Jefus, as Lord both of Life 
apd Death, over all Bodily Dileafes, to command them to 
come, and to go at his pleafure. This I take to be the Force 
andReafon of fits Words? Upon which Chrift gives him this 
large Tellimonud and Encomium, Verier When Jefus heard 
theft things, he mar veiled, and turned ' him about, ond faid 
unto the People, i have not f ound fo great' Faith, Mo, not in 
Ifraet. But not to multiply moreloftances, that one Place 
mayieem folly convincing and fatisfedfory , John. *8. 36; 
When.Chrift was examined concerning his Kingdom, he 
ajlfwereth, My Kingdom h not of thisWorId \ if my Kingdom 
were oj this World, then - f would my-> Servants figkt\ that 1 
Jhould not be delivered hnto the Jews: Which clearly im¬ 
plies, That although Wars, and Fightings .Were not proper 
; Means to advance the Spiritual Nature of the Kingdom of 
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iChrift; yet if the Methods pf his Humiliation had permitted 
himtoaflumc tbeRoyal Sceptre, his Servants and Followers 
•might lawfully have fought to defend his Ckim andflitle. 
But enough! of this. 

' Thirdly , A Man may filed Blood in the ncceflary De¬ 
fence of his : Perfbn , without being guilty of Murther , 
■when he is’ &ddervly aflaulted by thofe who attempt to. 
take away his Life* and hath no other means left him 
to fecore it- In this cafe, there being no PofEbility of 
having reoourfeto a Magiftrate for Protection, every Man is 
a Magiftrate to himfelf. But here (becaufe.all Cafes of Blood 
are tender) kt me caution you., that it is not enough the 
Danger be imperiling, but it muft be irtflant and prefect, 
fuch wherein a Man’s Life is in all Probability loll, if he doth, 
no^ Hand upon his Defence. For in Dangers that are only 
threatnedand approaching., we otiglit to trull Providence,. 
and toufeour teft diligence to work our efcape from therm. 
But iftiie AfTtrrit be fodden, andl no way of Efcape vififaie*, 
We ma^ lawfully take away the /Life of him who urijuftly 
feeks to take ours; for this is not a defign to kill him, 
to preferve-ourfelves. ; i. 

. Yea we find Exod. zzjz*, that God allows the killingof a. 
Thief, jtfho break.intda Mans Hbuferby Nighfc j; but not 
fb iFhe attempted iti by Day. And • poffibiy: the!Heafbn of 
this Law might be, r becaufd Arberi any cotneth if port another 
in the Night, it mightbe prafumed thathe takes the Ad van-- 
rage of the Darknefe, not . only to fteaikis Goods, but to- 
mifcfiief his Perfon i And. therefore God; Ollows-'ifci as lawful ‘ 
tokiUfucb anyone* as a ptee. of: AdceHasy Defence. From 
whicli F think womxy fafidy conclude, that ie is lawful aJUo- 
to kiftdiofe whoattempt upon our Goods, when we have 
realbn to fear they may like wife defignupon ourBcrfonSi 
finrtlfy; Themis yot-obd Cafe. more, and. that is apei— 
dental; lUood^Bioddrng,.wiifchis catohatgeabk with Murther < ; 
wham’Blood is ifewL without, any intention or Burpafe.of 
. * * doiflg- 
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doing it. Such a Cafe we find mentioned in Scripture*; jis 
when in hewing of Wood from a Tree, the Ax mould flip, 
und- by chance Mia Man’s Neighbour, Deut. 19.5:. And 
tlierefore for fuch innocent Man-flayers, Cod himfelf ap- 
-pointed Cities of Refuge, that they might fly unto them, 
.and be fafe from the Avenger of Blood. But here we rouft 
dook to it, that we be employed about lawful things ♦ other- 
wife, if we be doing that which is unjuftifiable, which acci¬ 
dentally proves to be the Death of another, this cannot be 
excufed from Murther; and I am fure God exads the fame 
Punifhmentfor it: And therefore it is laid, ExoJ.x,i.iz. 
That if Mep-ftrive among themfelves, and hurt a. Woman 
that fhe die, though it was not intended by tfietn,*, yet: Life 
fhall go for-Life, hecaufe their Strifeand Contention between 
themfelves is an unlawful A&ion.. There-ought alfo to be a 
due Care taken, to avoid any Mifchief, that may happen 
upon doing of a lawful Adbron ; by giving notice to thofe 
who come in the way of Danger, and forbearing to do it 
whilflr they are there. But in all Cafes, where the Death of 
another is intended, (let it be upon never fuch Violent and 
fudden a Paflion,) although there were noprepenfed, and 
•rancpuring Malice born towards them before, howfoeverour 
Lawsthay he too favourable to it, and call it Mao-fl*ughter; 
yetdoubdefs it is in Confcience, and m ithe - Sight of : God, 
wilful Murther. For the Man-flayer, whom the. Scripture 
mentions diftind from the iMurtherer, is only he who flays 
bis Neighbour accidentally, not) defigning nor intending 
him any harm; Thisisthe only Man-flaughter, which our 
Law is pleafed to call Chance-Medley; andwhdtfoever is 
not thi£ is Murther, and ought as fuch toJse punifh’d. 

•' -Now Murther may be either of a Man’s felf, or of another. 
Both of them are moft black and heinous Crimes. 

Fir fly As for Self-murther; Many of the ancient Heathens 
thought it the moft heroick and gallant way af dying, and 
would.have recourfc unto \t upon very flight Occaflopsjaa- 
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Counting tt art univerfel Remedy that Nature had put into their 
hands,to ridthemfclvesof any Trouble whiqh they were loth to, 
bear. Yet fome,even among the Heat bens,hays very fharply,as 
well as juftly taxed this wicked Cuftomj among whom that 
faying of* sfriftotle, \n his E thicks , is very confiderable: For 
a Man to if he, only that be may avoid Poverty^ or Crojfes , is " 

not Gallantry , but meer Cowardice; and declares , that he n 

wants Courage to encounter them. In which Particular, this 77 

Heathen had a better Illumination than die Author of the 
Book of Maccabees ; who very unworthily commends one <^ } - 
Razis a Jew; for chuff ng rather to deftroy himlelf, than 
yield to his Enemy. Which Paflage, befidqs.divers, others, i. 3 c. 7! 
do evidently prove thofe Books not to belong to the Canon ^' :is 
of Scriptures; butdeferve to be called, as they are, Apo* cJii jw- 
chfyphal. And truly,Sdf-murther, next to the unpardonable 7 i(lyi\v I#* 
• Sin againft the Holy Ghoft, is, I think, the mod dangerous, f£rrt e f£ 
and moft defperate that can be committed : and becaufe it regain. e 
leaves fo little room for Repentance, it leaves but very little 
for Hope and Charity. Thofe wretched Creatures whom 
God hath fo for abandoned, as to permit them to fell into 
this horrid Crime, had they but any thekaft Care ; of their 
Eternal Salvation, they would certainly tremble,when they 
are offering Violence to themfelves; confidering that they 
muft inftantly appear before God, and lift up thofe Hands at 
his Great Tribunal, which they but a minute before imbrued 
in their own Blood: It is aSin, which when the Devil tempts 
Men unto, he cannot make ufe of his moft prevailing Wile 
and Stratagem. For when he tempts to other Sins, he ftill 
drills on the Sinner with Hopes of living to repent and re¬ 
form, and promifeth him Mercy and Forgivenefs : But this 
of Self-murther precludes alHuch Hopes and Expectations ; 

For they die' in their Sins j yea, their Death is their Sin • 
and what a forlorn Eftate are they in* who refolve that their 
laft A&fhall be a damnable Sin ? Theft are Self-Murtherers 
to Purpofe, and deftroy not only their Bodies, but their Souls 
too. * B b b Con- 
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Confider again, that it is a Sin committed again ft the very 
Standard andRule of ourLove to others: For God hath com¬ 
manded us to love others as our felves ; and therefore as we 
may not murther another, fo much left may we murther our 
felves. And. thofe who are hurried to this impious Adt, as 
they do actually deftroy fhemfelves, fo they do virtually and 
interpretatively murther and deftroy the whole World ; and 
are as guilty before God,as if, together with thetnfelves, they 
had murthered their Parents, their Children, their nearelt Re¬ 
lations , and all Mankind betides; and that becaufe they 
deftroy that Fundamental Law which fhould regulate 
their Love to their Neighbours ; and which is the 
dated Rule, according to which they ihould endeavour after, 
their Welfare and Prefervation. And tlierefore, if ever the 
Devil work upon thy melancholy and difeontemed Pride,*to 
tempt thee to this damnable and almoft unpardonable Sin, be 
fure to colled all thy Strength unto thee; and, with infinite 
abhorrence of it, command him to avoid: Let not any 
Shame, or Poverty, or Horrors of Conference, fallen this 
Hellifh Temptation upon thee; for know affuredly, that. if. 
thou hearkened unto them, and putteft them, in Execution, 
there is no Probability, but that thoumuti'paft from Tern' 
poral Sufferings to Eternal Torments j which, be thy Condi¬ 
tion in this Lite never fo deplorable and wretched, thou haft 
noReafon to haften, but wilt, in Hell, think that they came 
too foon upon thee. 

Secondly^ TheMurthering of another, is a mod heinous 
and black Sin, a Sin, that God doth utitaily by fomc won¬ 
derful Method of his Providence doted, and bring to Pu- 
nifhment j and which dogs the Conferences of thofe who are 
guilty of it, with horrid Affrights and Terrors, and hath 
fometimes extorted from them a Confeffiqn of it, wheq 
there hath been no other Proof nor Evidence. The two 
greateft Sinners that the Scripture hath fet tbeblacked Brand 
upon, were both Murtherers, Cam and Jndas\ the one, the 

Murthcrcr 
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Mtirtherer of his Brother; the other, firftof his Lord and 
Matter, and then of himfelf. And God fo infinitely hates 
and dictefts it, that although the Altar were a Refuge for 
other Offenders, yet he would not have a Murtherer fhelter’d 
there ; but he was to be dragg’d from that unviolable San- 
dtuaryunto Execution, according to that Law, Fxod.zi. t 4 . 
If * Man come prefumptuoujly upon bis Neighbour ,andflay him 
with Guilei thou Jhalt take him from mine Altar that he may 
die. And accordingly we read, i Kings %. *o. That when 
Joab had fled, and taken hold on the Horns of the Altar, fo 
that the Meflengers who were lent to put him to Death, 
durft not violate that Holy Place by fhedding his Blood, 
Solomon gives Command to have him (lain even there, as if 
the Blood of a wilful Murtherer were a very acceptable Sa-% 
orifice ottered up unto God. And indeed in the firft Prohi¬ 
bition of Murther that we meet withal, God fubjoins a very 
weighty Reafon. why it fliould be fo-odbos unto him, Gen. 
9' 6. Wbofo Jheddeth Man s Bloody by Man Jhall his Blood 
be (bed \ for in the Image of God made be; Man, So that 
Homicidium eft Deicidinm ; to flaughter a Man, it is to ftab 
God in Effigie.- For though the Image of God’s Holinefs 
and Purity be totally defreed in us ance the Fall s yet ftill, 
every Man, even the mott wicked and impious that lives, 
bears feme Stri&ures of the Image Of God in his Intelleftuals, 
the Freedom of his Will, and his Dominion over, the 
Creatures r And God will have every part of his Image fo re¬ 
vered by us, that he who aflaults Man, is efteemed by him, 
4s one who attempts to attattinkte God-himfolf. 

* This of Murther is a crying Sin V Blood is loud and cla¬ 
morous: The firft that ever was filed, was heard as far as 
from Earth to Heaven, Gen. 4. j a The Voice, of thy Hr other's 
Bloodcrieth to me.from the Ground; And God will certainly 
hear its Cry, and Avenge it. ... 

But not only he whole Hands are imbrued in'the Blood of 
others; butthofe alfo Whoare ACceflory,are guilty of Murther. 

Bbb a . Firft» 
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Fir ft, Thole who command or counfel it to be done: 
Thus David became guilty of the Murther of innocent¬ 
ly/-/^; and'God, in drawing up his Charge, accufeth him* 
with it, z Sam. iz. y- .Thou haft Jlairt him with the Sword of 
the Children of Ammon . 

Secondly , Thofe who confent to Murther, are guilty of it. 
Thus Pilate, i or yielding to .the clamorous Out-criesof the 
Jews, Crucifie him , Crucifie him $ though he walhed his- 
Hands, and difavowed the Fad:, yet was as much guilty as- 
thofe who nailed him to the Crofs. 

Thirdly, He that concealeth a Murther, is guifty of it. 
And therefore we read* Deut.zi.^ 7. That in cafe a Mare 
were found flain, and the Murtherer unknown, the Elders- 
of that City were to aflemble, and wa(h their Hands, and' 
proteft, That they had not /bed this Blood, neither had their- 
Eyes feen it. Intimating that if they had feen and concealed* 
ir, they had tliereby become guilty of the Murtheh ■’ 

Fourthly, Thofe who afe in - Authority, ahd don’t punifli’ 
a Murther* where Committed and known* are themfelves 
guilty of it; Thus when by the wicked Artifice of Jezebel, 
Naboth was condemned to die, although Ahab knew- nothing- 
of the Contrivance till after the Execution f yet becaufe«he 
did hot vindicate that innocent Blood whfenfhe came to; the 
Knowledge of it, the Prophet chargethit' upon him, 1 Kings 
xi. 19. Haft thou killed, and alfo -taken Pojftfiion.- The 
Guilt lay upon him, and-the Puniuimeht due to it overtook 
kkn; although we do not read, that he was any: otherwife 
guilty of it, than in not- punilhing thofe who had committed 
it; And thofe Magiftrates,: who upon any Relied whatfo- 
ever, fuller a MUrther to efcape unpuniftled, are laid to pol-» 
lute the Land with Blood, Numb. 31, 31, 33. Te /hall 
take ho fatisfattion for the Life of' a -Murtherer -, but be 
jhall furely be put to Death. So fhatl ’ye not pollute the Land 
wherein ye are j for Blood defileth the Land: And the. Land 
cannot be cleanfed of-the Blood that is /bed. therein , but, by the 
Blood of him that fbed it. fht 
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But in this Commandment, not oniy the Perpetration of 
Murther, and the actual imbruing our hands in the Bloud of 
our Brother, is prohibited j but likewile all CaufesandOc- 
caftons leading to it: As, , 

Firft, Envy •, which is the Ruft of a cankered Soul, a 
foul, meagre Vice, that turns the Happinefs and Welfare of 
others, into our Mifery and Torment. Thus Cain firft en- 
▼ioufly repined at the Succels and Acceptation of his Bro¬ 
ther’s Sacrifice, and this quickly’prompted him to Murther. 

Secondly , Unjuft, and immoderate Anger ; which if it be 
fuffered to lie feftering in the heart, will turn into the Ver 
nom of a perfect hatred. This is not only a Caufe, but a 
Degree of Murther; and as fuch, it is accounted by ourSa- 
viour, who is the belt Expositor of the Law, Matth. y. xv. 
Tou have heard, that it was [aid by them of old time. Thou- 
jhalt not kill;. hut I fay. unto you, that whofoever is angry with 
his Brother without a caufe, is in danger of the Judgment,and 
whofoever fhall Jay unto bis Brother,, Racha, (hall be in dan¬ 
ger of the Councel j but whofoeverjball _/jy,Thou Yoo\, fhall be 
in danger pf Hell-fire. WhichPaflagel have formerly at large 
explained to you ^ and therefore l lhall at prefent wave it.. 

Now dngn is not as Envy, limply and in it lelf unlawful ; 
for there may be a vertuous Anger, as well as- vicious an 
Anger that merits Praife and Commendation, and is- ip.far 
from being a Sin, that it is a noble and generous Grace. To ' 
be moved with indignation for the Caufe of God, when his 
Glory is ecfipfed, his Name dilhonoured, his Ordinance? 
profaned, his San&uary polluted, his People vilified; tills is 
an holy Anger, and may well lofe that common and vulgar 
Appellation of Anger , and pafs under the Name of Zeal. 
Such was our Saviour’s againft thole that defiled the Tem¬ 
ple, when with a miraculous . Authority, he whipp’d them 
out, and vindicated the Houfe of God unto the Worlhip of 
God, from the ufurpation of the God of this World, Mamr 
toon. And therefore we find that Pafiage, Pfal, 5*9, applied 

. tO; 
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td this A&iotl Of Chrift, The Zeal of thine Houfe bath etften 
one up. So likewife, when by their hypocritical Silence they 
feemed to difcountenance and difallow thecuringof a Mam 
on the Sabbath Day,it is laid. He looked roundabout upon them 
with anger; being grieved for the hardnefi of their hearts^ 
Mark 3. 5. 

x. Again, There is alfo an innocent and allowable sheer, 
when we have juft provocation unto it ; for Religion troth 
not utterly root out and deftroy the natural PafCons ; but 
only moderate, and regulate them. We may be angry, but 
we muft not fin in our Anger, Ephef.^. 16. Be angry , but fim 
not. And, 

3. There is a vicious and finful Anger ; which is a 
-ocok©v- ralh and feolilh Pallion, a fhort Phrenfie, that puts a man 
for the prefent quite befides himfelf, and fo agitates the Spi- 
dtftiw tits, that the Blond boils about the Heart, and lends up (uchi 
footy Fumes,as darken the Underftanding, and deprive hint 
%4 s™’ the ufeand benefit of his Reafon. 

Tlie Two Ingredients that make up Anger, are Grief for 
sfome Injury conceived to be done unto us; and Defire of 
Revenge, to difcharge our Gall and Choler upon thole that 
have wronged us; as if we gave our felves eale by laying 
load upon others. - 

And there are Two Things that make Anger to be evil 
and finful. 

1. When it is without Caufe. 

x. When k is without Bounds. 

Firfi, Caufids Anger is a kind of Murther; when Men 
will fret and rage, although there be no provocation at aH 
given them. Some Men’s GaUs overflow lb much) thatup¬ 
on every trivial oocafipn,or perhaps when there is none, but 
only their own Umbrage ana Sufjptcion, they By oat into in¬ 
temperate 
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temperate Speeches, and revengeful Ads, and are prelent- 
ly all in a Flame and Gombumon, when there is nothing 
to irritate them, but their own cholecick Fancies; like 
Clouds that break out in Thunder and Lightning, when all- 
the Fire and Sulphur is bred only in their own Bowels. See 
this tefty Spirit in Jonah, who, though he were an holy,, 
yet it feems by his Hiftory, he was a very paffionate Man: 
Firft, he is angry that God would fpare Nineveh , after he had: 
prpphefied Ruine and Deftru&ion to it : He grows into a 
Pet, even with, the Mercy of God, as if he circumvented : 
him, and defigned to make him accounted a falfe Prophet. 
Jonah 3,1. It difpleafed Jonah exceedingly, and he was very 
Jowh is angry becaufe God is appeafed: The frop- 
pilhman thinks the Almighty too eafie; and can hardly for¬ 
give that Mercy, which fo readily forgave the Ninevites.. 
And again-, when God' had capfed a Worm to deftroy the- 
Gourd which lie had prepared to lhade this hot and angry 
Head, Jonah falls into another Fit of bitter PaiTiop for the ‘ 
loft of fo poor a thing as his Gourd: And when God meek¬ 
ly eypoftulates thecaufe with him, t>mjl than well to be angry 
for the Gourd ? His Paflion ib-far transports hi pv, that he 
dare? to return this malapert Anfwer,even t<?the great GocT,. 
Tea, Tdowell to be angry to the. very depth See here how his- 
Gall overflows,and taints both hisReafon and his Religion: He 
burls bis Fury about againft God and Men j and (as he fit? 
in his Booth, looking, and.prayings daily that Fire anj 
Brimftone might pome down from Heayen to copfome that 
great City,) when he ftw his Rif petition fruftrated, and' 

- the Date of his Prophecy expired, without the Accomplilh- 
mwt of it» ho quarrel^ with God, ftorms againft every, 
thing, ft weary of his Life, and could rather pave fired it . 
himtel6 than it Ihoujd haw efcapecL 

§&on<dly t As Catflt/f 4#gfr, fo wmojerate Anger is a 1 

great and * eowmittir^ of Murthe* in pur hearts, 

’ Now*- 
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Now singer may be immoderate two ways; either in the 
Degree, or in the Continuance and Duration of it. 

Firft, In the Degrees when it is vehement and exceffive , 
tranfporting us beyond our due Bounds and Temper. I know 
no Law that forbids a Chriftian to refent. an Injury. Our 
Saviour Chrift himfelf, when he was buffeted, was lenfible 
of, and reproves that Infolence. Jobn i8.xj. If I have fipo- 
■ken evil, bear witnefs of the evil ; but if well , why fmitefi 
thou me > Chriftianity doth not make Men Stocks, but 
keepsthem from being Furies; it doth not root up, but only 
■prune our Anger, and cuts off all fuperfluities of Maughtine/s 
from it. It may, when juft caufe is given, warm, but not 
fire our Spirits: But when it breaks forth into reviling 
Speeches, or into revengeful A&ions, be Cure it hath catch’d 
fire then, and is enkindled of Hell. 

And yet the juft Anger of Superiours, as Magiftrates, or 
Matters, or Parents, may lawfully break forth upon Inferi- 
ours, in infli&ing due puniffiments. Nor will this fall un¬ 
der the guilt of a frnful Revenge, but a juft Reward, whilft 
they are careful that the Punilhnient exceed not the Fault 
andCrime committed. 

But for thofe who have no Authority over others, to feck 
revenge upon them, either by railing or defaming Speeches, 
or by repaying Injury for Injury, is a Tranfgremon of this 
Commandment, the Effed of immoderate Anger, and a kind 
of Murther in them. 

Secondlyy Anger may be immoderate in the Continuance 
and Duration of it: For Age will fowr it into Hatred, and 
turn what was Wine into Vinegar: And therefore the Apo- 
ftle counfels us, Be angry, and fin not . But how may that 
be done? Let not the Sun , faith hfe, go down upon your wrath , 
Eph. 4. %6. And indeed he that goes to Bed, and fleeps with 
Anger boiling in his Breaft, will find the Scum of Malice 
upon it the next Morning. This is a Pafiion, which if it be 
iong cheriih’d, will excutere Spirit urn , drive away the Spirit. 

For 
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For how canft thou tbirik thktthe D^\jo 4 ike S^ufit pf.God 
will fefide where the Heart remains fullpf.Gafl; or,that,tW 
Ccleftial Flame of Divine Love {hould. hurribright andtkar* 
where there are lo many thick Fumes and Vapours continu-. 
ally riling up to damp and choak it ? Hpw. dareft thou be-' 
take thy felfto Reft without ffrft invftkjag: ^he,great God,’ 
and locking up thy felf by Prayer into his cuftody and’ 
lafe tuition ? And how dareft: thod pray whilft. Wrath 
eftuates and fancies in thy Breaft ? Canft thou in Faith pray 
for Forgivenels, who dolt not thy fdf forgive J.Qur Saviour 
hath exprelly told us, that if we forgiyepotMcy thipif Trtf-'. 
paffesy neither will our Father which is in Fie ayen forgive, ffs. 
our Trefpaffes : And therefore as long as Anger ana Delire of 
wreaking our Revenge upon thole that have wronged us, are 
entertained by us, lo long we invalidate 9ur own layers, by. 
not performing that Condition, without .which, God will, 
never hear nor accept them. And therefore be fure you be no, 
longer angry than you may lawfully abftain from Prayer.For 
we are commanded to lift up holy hands without wrath , 
i Tim. x. 8. For certainly Diflention and Animofity .with 
Men, is na'fit temper to prepare us tp hold, communion with. 
God; And therefore,: though thy Gifr be ready tp be laid 
Upon die Altar , remember thy felf \ look inward, and fee. 
whether alT.be quiet and calm there.; If there be no grudge, 
no-anger againft thy BrotherIf thou findeft any, either go 
frrft, and a&nalLyretoncile thy felf up$o. him x ,or If oppor¬ 
tunity will not fnffioefor th^ purge pqtj tlie Leaven oF 
Wratn and Malice; and reconcile thy fejf qnto him in thine ' 
own heart ; for under the Law, no. Offering of. the Lord was 
to he mingled with Leaven ( aijd pow under the Gofpel, God 
will accept of no oblations that are offered up unto him with 
the Ferment, of.Wrath and Paffipp: .Afrhpqgfr i$ m^y fur- ’• 
prize us, yet let it not poflefs us. See what the Wile Man 
counfels ns,. Feel. 7. 9. “ Be not hafty in thy Spirit to he angry t 
Or if through hafte and ldcogitancy, it may feize uponyou, 
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ret fet if hot dweftthbife ; forte adds, A*#n JmBeth m the 
bofome of Tools. '■ Arid certainly thecateamri peaceable Spieut 
ot' God will -list dwelfinsbat Hoofer where there areper- 
petual Tumults and 1 DifcOrtls, and whereour unrefy Pafft* 
ons tfate fudva'Naffe afcf treaty that hi* fecret Wbifper* 
ancl SirggcftLorn^ Cannot be foeard^ • >, '• 

• Add thus y6u fee what kind of Anger i& fiftful* that whkh 
U cauflefs, ajid 1 that, which is immoderate either iir Degrees,, 
or in Duration:- and Rfetwife what Anger w; lawful* thar 
which iszeatous for God55<ilory y and that!Mrhich t»ng1*% 
tampered, for our oWh, and ewr Pteigjiboui a Good. 


let us, m the next? piadfei con&ter vrbenoe Unfed and im* 
warrantable Ange* doth ufadllf pMwuedl Ym featt find? 
thtfhitttf Fruit to have lifceWife its- HoOt.o£ tyttemefe. The. 

Cdufebf & art <fohh^l¥thefe} ■ \ r - \.v 

pirfr, frith, and an- ever-weeding comxafc of: our ferns* 
Pride is the hurtful Mother of many Vices. * baeic rmrfetli 
none''with: more- ea^and tendewwfs pbaa this of Ahggr ** aocb 
therefore*‘flip : WSfe Mte tells us-:, oirfljr 

from'Pride tobietti C-ot&erifiirO d’iodeedy ad-tteiPhilofar- 

r» pher* bb &t*eti, ' Jn&r ufealfy arifetfeiffom an.-Qptaafeiithftt 
isir ?K^ we are debited and contemned, ftowthe pnpid Man dunk* 
tn*r*77#*»- every one contemns him, that d&th not value htt&as bighlyv 
ci'« ^as he Val^ hisrifelf * thtrtd^ teyondnai*- reaftia:* atkhif h« 
iart'e/Jv’"*' caifoot meet with’ fudfei Photy 'beigrowsi atig^ itaddifawH 
iMy*ejLdM, tented w rth alf the World. ^r^^l4fo ab«U: ^Skare, is, alf 
ff * *r ways tender, andaymotbear the leaftTouah $ andtfo proud*. 
ISis Vi Perfbns, if they be nefver fo littk? touch’d, pre&ocly gw* 
vMiv&m- enraged, and think they hava a great injtory dime them, w 
timi others do hot as much? admire and rdpeaf.'themr <a»they 
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t^cmfeiv^es. Whoever issbuchaj 5 eft*fL^^ 
frequent eccalfons to make. hi m angriy.ra fcfoftv -the 
Man is the greateft Self-Lover in the Worfo ; ; and the Mife- 
ry is,that he ufually loves himfelf without* Rival ; ind if all 
do not veil to him, to fay what die -ftiail di&afe, and to think 
what he ihall determine, and to do what he {hall preferibe, 
he takes k for-an high. Affront; ami asThefettb given him- 
ielfan Authority over others, looks that they fliould fub- 
mk to it, and acknowledge it: And others, perhaps, having 
no dels Pride, or, poffibly, more Rxafon, nefofingtp gratifie - 
his vain and arrogant humour,-Qgaratdls and Djftentfons, ariie, 
and ewUeft Jars and Dtfcordi . r 

Secondly, Another Caufe of this Paffion, istlie Wieakne^ * 
and Feebienels of Nature : Andtherefore it is truly observed 
by Plutarch* y that thofe who are of the in^rmeftNatures, * 
and weakeft Conftitutions, are-moR harrafs’d with it; as., 
Children more than Men; old Age more,than the ftaidpart: 
ot Life; and fick perfons more than thofe that, are in Health: A/ i ? u ' 
For Anger is a great Weaknefs, arid therefore lodgeth rnioft 
in the weakeft; Ants and Pifmires, andfudi little Crea- *» 1 *t** $ 
tures are moft brifie with their Stings ; whereas ft tong and l or * vl :L 
generous Creatures araft be much provok’d before they will ' > Zv%yi- 
he injurious* , &rj «<**- 

. fJUttyvTW, 

There are many other Caufes of the violent ftirring of 
this exorbitant Paflton; as ovewnuch Love of vain Trifles • hjTjyjit- 
which, if they come to any Mi&hafloe, .as ufaally they do; 
we are apt to be difturbed at it; eafmeft to ibfelieve at the firft \ n b. 
Recommendation, and engaging our Afio&ions iti things be¬ 
fore we have had Trial and Experience of them; which,af¬ 
terwards proving quite contrary to our Expe&ations, the DLf- 
appointment will excke^ourGholer,,££Sc, ^Butlftxdl not in- 
i£ft entlicfe, 

Ccc x Let 
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' Let us therefore 'proteed ta lay down fome Rules for the 
retraining, tiki moderating of Anger ; * And tliat, 

FirJt, Ia bthers. . 

■ Secondly , In'our Selves. 

/ ' ’'.it'' v>> 

Firftt fn Others It is anhellifhSport for ns to irritate and 
llir up Anger in others, only for us to laugh aty or to make 
cur Advantages by it: Scarce a lefs Sin than to make them 
drunk, that we may abufe them : For prevailing Pa (lion is, 
for the time,- a kind of Drunkennefc; and both are a degree 
of Frenzy and Madnels. Thou oughteft not therefore un- 
neceflarify to exafperate thy Brother, whom thou knoweft 
prone to this great Weakneis. Otherwife be allured that all 
his intemperate Speeches, and rafh Adions, fhall be imputed 
unto thee, and are thy Sins as well as his ; and - whatsoever 
Revilings he difchargedi again# thee, lhall at laftalfobe 
charged opoh thee: And what a foolilh thing is' it for thee 
to bear the fling of them here, and the punishment of them 
hereafter ? The Wife Man hath told us, Frov. 14. 9, That 
they are Fools who make a mock at Sin. And if thou, for 
thy Recreation, provoked any to an undecent and misbe¬ 
coming Paflion, know that fuch Laughter is deadly to thy 
felf, and thou art like thofe poifonedPerfons who laugh them- 
lelves to Death. 

Secondly, To prevent, andfupprefs it.-in thy Self, (for 
there it doth moft hurt, fince another. Man's Anger is none 
*)f my Guilt, if l have neither been faulty in flitting it up» 
nor too eafie to catch the Flame from him,) take thefe fol¬ 
lowing Rules and Dire&ions: 


* Firfl, Labour and pray for a meek and humble Spirit. 
Think lowly of thy felf; and then certainly thou wilt not 
i>e angry, if others confpire with thee in thinking and fpea- 
king of thee as thott doft of tby felf Moil commonly An* 
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tJ>c j&tjctf) Commandment. »t 

ger (as I havefaid) proceeds from an Opinion of beings de- 
Ipifcd : Now do thou firft of alMefpife thy felf j and then- 
all Reproaches and Injuries will ttgnifie no more to tlree* 
than that other Men approve thy Judgment j and that cer- 
taioly can be no Caufe of Anger. Thou wilt not be .angry 
for want of a Ceremony,or Demonstration of Refped?, which 
othersioipofe or exa&; nor wilt thou quarrel with any, fctf 
not redying on thy Judgment, or contradi&ing t|iy Senti¬ 
ments* when thou lbalt retted upon thine own Ignorance 
and frequent Miftakqs. They ate the high Hills, whofe 
Heads are wrapp’djabput with,Clauds and Tempers, whert 
the humble Valleys, arc calm and ferene : So humble Souls* 
that lie low in their own Efteem, remain unditturbed, when: 
lofty Perjbns are ttillmolefted with the Tempefts of their . 
own PafIions. 

Secondly y Consider how often thou giveft God octafioiMo 
jbe angry with thee^ which if he fl>ould take, thou wert for 
ever undone. He bears many Affronts and Indignities at: 
thy Hands. And who art thou? A poor vile Worm. And' 
who is lie? Even the great Almighty God, the univerfal 
I$ing of Heaven and Earth, that he fbouldt put up fuch 
Wrongs at thy Hands. And fhall God daily take Injuries: 
from fuch a wretched nothing as thou art, Godj who is thy 
^Lord and Matter ; and wilt not thou bear them patiently 
frpm.thy Fellow-Servant, who, it may be, is in-every refpedt 
equal to thee; but only inferior to thee in this, that he pro¬ 
vokes tbee Uojuftiy ?. Certainly were we-a$, tender towards 
our Brethren* as. we all defire God fhould be towards us ; ; 
; eould we. forbear others* as we our felves would, be forborn,. 
there would never be any Quarrel commenced; or if it were, 
k would.be foon compounded. What faith-the Pfalmift,, 
iFfal: H* will."** always sh'tde-) neither < will he keep- 

Jm jAngetr for ever, Ffe hath not dealt with us after our Sins y , 
-uor rewarded usacaording to our iniquities. Let this great 

JExample be ours, mot to-be foon moved to Anger, orquick- 
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\j to free our fdves from k. Indeed many tliere are that are 
flow to Anger, and in that they imitate God; but then they 
•are tenacious and retentive of'Wrath, end hardly pifacable 
again. Their Anger k like an TmpreiTion upon fane hard 
Metal, very difficultly made, and as difficult to be eflaoed. 
Let Inch confidcr what would become of them, if Gddffiould 
be as flow to be reconciled to them, as they are to their 
.Brethren: Nay, he k infinitely more wronged by yen than 
you can be by them; and yet he fc far condescends,^ as firft 
to feek Reconciliation. And although he be infinitely able 
•by the leaft expreflion of his Wrath and Power for ever to de¬ 
stroy you; yet herein God commandeth hk Love untoyou, 
that when you were Enemies, ye were reconciled unto him 
by the Death of his Son 'Certainly whofeever doth but feri- 
'rioufly refled: upon the infinite Patience and Forbearance of 
God, if he hath any Sweetnefs diflufed into hk Soul by that 
Consideration, if he hath any Conference of imitating his 
Heavenly Father, in that which k hk mod adorable Attri¬ 
bute, if he hath any care to afoertain unto himfelf the Pardon 
and Remiflion of bis own Offences, will therein fmd a power¬ 
ful Influence to fway him to the like Ads of Mercy and For- 
givenefc. 

Thirdly, Another Rule is, beware of Prejudice againft thy 
Brother; for Prejudice is a very ill Interpreter of A&ions, 
and will be furc to expound them in the word Senle. Be 
not eafte to believe, that thofe who offend thee -do k wkh 
defign, or that theydefpife and undervalue thee: Rather 
chink k any thing elfe than Contempt of thee: Believe that 
hk Oflences proceed rather from hk Folly and Indifcretion, 
or that he k forced and neceffitated to do it, that others have 
-put him upon it. If they be thy Friends that wrong thee, 
fuppofe it to be only a Fauk of their too great Familiarity^and 
a mifgovernrd Intimacy. If they be fitch as are fitted to 
thee, believe ‘that flnee they know thou haft Power to cha- 
ftife.them, they would net do k purpofely to provoke thee. 
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If they be vilfeand fordid Perfans, trouble not thy felf with 
riidr Affronts; for thy Reputation is above them. Thus I 
fey, indinc ta believe in any thing, rather than a deftgn’d. 
Abafe. for though-*: ftri# Jealoufie over our Reputation, 
and an-Aptoefs to think our felves wronged, ieeo> to proceed: 
from Generoufocfo, and a, Senfe of Honour j yet indeed it 
proceed? only from Bofenefs and Weaknefe of Mind! WIwk- 
foevei accounts Iiimfelf defpifed by another, is in a Senfe left 
than he, andconfefleth Iiimfelf his Inferior. He is them* 
bfe, and hecoick Spirited Perfon, who is tmihaken with the* 
petty Affronts and Injuries©?others and hath, lb much ft*-, 
bte Confidence in the Integrity of his Axioms, that he can¬ 
not believe arty can traduce him, of them .y whereas to be 
angry at them, doth but in a fort jjtftifie Slanders, and will- 
begot a Belief,. tliat that is not ah together groundlefs,where- 
at he flicws hknfelf fa much concerned. Ikis-ao did Maxim, 
of Prudence ?. Camoltia: ftir&feare* agt/ta v^dentnr 3 Spreta^ 
btfOliftuM ? If Jon b£ angry at Railings * you feen* to acknmvr- 
ledge them; if you content* them, they vanijh 

Fourthly r Be nat ftmttilkt with a ay aagry Perfon : fop as 
©ne Fire will kindle another; fo iirb likely that his Chole* 
Wittkiitdlethine, till botbflame into* am’inordinate and- ex¬ 
travagant Paflioaj See. trho {Xre&fon exprefly .given us, 
Frov. ifc.14,1.5 U'Mikc naPriendffip with an angry Man j. 
and with a furiomuMa* tbnafbalt not left thoa horn htf 
Wayt y and' get* a Snare to thy SouL Indeed there is no - 
fet^Eocffb Wraths as Wrath?: anditis-*-v«fy hard Matter 
to- refrain^ being angry with him , wlM> wdh cauftefly 
,be ongty wirh us. » And as thou muiUhuh the £onfpanf 
and Acquaintance ©I diciflrick Petfons, fo Hkewife of Scot • 
fers: For a Scoff and a Jeer is many times more provoking 
thana&tovr ,* and noth^ wth loojier kjadle tfaei Coals of,’ 
:C«lteb»otttjlaii.a.b»ing i Tr«unt. ■ And • therefore Soipmon^r . 
Vffectaut; Brtnr^xx. *0'j€4fit*tJbh$-$e#fyw i and CoKtefttiou. 
Jbalkgr tut yjBt*, . Str.rfo aud MuynbefcJi*lL co^fo, , 

! Bfthlio- 
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Fifthly, It is Very good Gounfel, ifthou fecleft any Md* 
tions of this urtruly Paflion begin to ftir in thine Heart, that 
thou arreft it for fome time, before thou either fpeak or ad. 
■Let this Mud have fome time to fettle again, that Reafon 
may in the mean while recover its Throne, and dired thee 
how to govern thy feif like a wife Man and a Chriftian. 
Speak not whilft thou art in the impetuous Hurries of thy 
, Paflion: For it was well faid of * Plutarch , that it is good 
i** Fever , hut much hetter in Anger , to have the Tongue 
Ji kept-dean andfmooth. Put an Interval of time between tny 
Anger and thy Adions. For tliofe who ad in the Violence 
liSr and Paroxiffng Of thetr Anger, do either they know not what; 
•fyw or elfe What they may have Reafon to repent of. And there- 
Ptat* fore Solomon tells us, that the Difcretion of a. Man deferreth 
jra cobit. his Anger, Prov. 19 . 11 . and the beginning of Strife is at 
when one letteth out tVaters , Prov. 1:7. 14. At firfb.when 
a Man cutteth the Bank of a River, the Paflage is bUt little, 
and the Stream may be eafily flopp’d. Bat by continual 
running, it will wear away the Earth, and widen the gap; 
end whde Floods and Currents will pour out, where but 
feme few Drops were intended. 

Sixthly, andlaftly, Contemplate the huge Uglinefs and 
Deformity of this Sin in other?; how it makes Men bnitiih 
in their Souls, and deformed likewife in their Countenance. 
It inflames theFace, fires the Eyes, and makes a Man look 
iikea Fury, deadens the Ears, froths the Mouth, makes the 
Heart beat and pant, the Tongue Rammer, the Voice harfh 
■and rough} the Speech precipitate; and oftentimes ridiculous* 

* IWrtefly, it puts thewhole Mart into a. preternatural Fever, 
■and transforms the Body into a Monlter, and the. Man into 
a'Devil. 

J Ahd what! Shall I give way to Paflion, fo uncomely a PaP 
■fipn , that will make -me fcorned, when I nvould feem 
„ tnbft terriWe >• Certainly* were there, no other tfoingwhere- 
ofto accufe this immoderate Anger, k were enough to 
•. - render 
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tender it odious; but when it npt only deij^oys yhat I was, 
hut ; fec k s the Ru in e and Deft ration of otners, it concerns 
me to ftop it in its firft Rife and Ebullitions, left the.Boilings 
* my Blood proceed fo for, as to attempt tjie. (bedding of 

the Blood of others. k ; •: •? 

: •• . .■ ' : •' *• ■ • * ] : ■' ! \ 

And {bmuch for this Sixth Commandment. 


vi 


T H E SEVENTH 

COMMANDMENT. 

’ * . • •'/ f i . ' • 

^CfjouQjaUttot eommOtmttetp. 

▼ N opening the former Commandment, w« have feen 
m ^hat Care God takes for the Spcwity aod r Indeoinity 
o?every : Man's Perfon. This Command which 1 have now 
read unto you, enendeth farther, and provides for hts Se- 
entity, as he isconfidered myfttcaUy «l Marrume-Umon, 
which of Twaini maketh one Mb: The pne ,detends him 
from the violence-of: bloody Rage add .Rqvenge 1 the other 

from the Violations of impure Luft?» ; 

I iudee it notconvEnient to:he too cifcumflantial in fliew- 
b*T vou what is prohibited under this Precept. I know that 
Si cfpecially the! >Popidt> ,<*afuifts, m; their Treaties of 
Moral Divinity,Mhdal:a? Smhcs* have fpoken 

ofthefethingsfoimn^tely,tand withfachafilthy Accurate; 
neft, that-Aftuprate*eV«y Eyes and 
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Readers: ifatlier reach Vice, than condemn k; and. mftrwa 
the Ignorant to fin Skilfully, rather than convince the Guifcy 
to bring them to Repentance, Some IVickedne&s there 
are, which it is far better not to reprove, than to name* k 
is more expedient to leave thofe who aregtuUy of! them th 
belafhed by their natural Light and Confcience, than by 
exagitating inch Crimes* teuen othtis, cot'fo inUcb to ab¬ 
hor, as to practice them. And let this be my Apology, if 
I pafs over this Subjedt with more than my accuftomed 
Brevity. . ' .. 


Firft, That which is here literally and exprefly forbidden, 
is that deteftable and loathfenie 'Sin: of Adultery ; which 
properly taken,is a Sin committed between Perfons, the one, 
or both pf thqin married rnito arfotfcer.". However eran in the 
higheflCircumftances,it isamoft Keinous'Sin; but oin the mar¬ 
ried Perfon’s fide mod inexcufable, and intolerable Gen. 39.9. 
It is called t greatXidrednefc agaioft God,!-even ©»-the un¬ 
married Man’s part. And JLevii. zo. io. Deut. %%. zz. The 
Temporal Punifhment afligned unto it, is no Iefs than Death: 
The feme Punifltmete fhtft betohged to .Mother, tod greater 
than was mftiaed for Theft; And if; Humane Laws were 
* as fevere to 1 the PnViifhmern of the Sin, is , Divine,. the Fear 

of it might poflibly be of greater influence, to deter Men 
from foch Fflth'meft, titan either Shame or the Denunciation 
of Eternal i*unifhrrients.' Yet.wc read in Hiftoiy that our 
. S9eeit Progenitors, the Edg)l*fe ^Vtri while they remai* 
Chron. ned Pagans and Idolater^ ft hated this Sin, that they mode 
fag. 2S9. j t) y ea? an d fimple Fornication alfo, punifhable with Death, 
and feverely inflidled itUpon thofc that were ftund guilty; 
which Curfom<xmtinued'among them afttn? they.weic coi* 
verted to Chriftiahity, <witii;th©Yq«*to£ thrift, 75a when 
when tlie Antictei&lanSes'of Ko*e s ■ tire 'Mother of! \Yhor<^ 
doms, abrogated tills Law*, « tooirigoaout ; for Chfjftians, 
And Job eallethk anhcnHa Crme$ yt*\ m t# 
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be ptutijhed by the Judges* A Fire.skit 

ftruffiotty Job. ii, i». . !• r.. ; I 

But although they may efcipe the Judgment? of Men, ei¬ 
ther through the Secrefie of their Wickednefs* or the too; 
gentle Confutes df the Law; yet they fhall nor efcape the, 
righteous Judgment of God* nor thofc Everlifting Punilh-. 
mentsthathe hath prepared for them in Hell, i/<?L 13. -v 
Wborcmngeri end Adulterers Ged wiSjndg/r, 

Now there are Two Things in this Sin of Adokery that 
make if: fo exceeding heinous. 

Firft, The Luxury and Incontinehcy of it, m lpcting 
loofe the Reins-to a bruidflt Concupifbende, and yielding upt 
tlm Body to Pollution, and .the Soul to Damnation. ' 

Secondly, TheInjulBce of it; being a Deceit of the high* 
eft, and moft injurious Nature that can be: For, 

Pirfi, It is the Violation of a ,m6ft folcrm VoW.and Cor- 
venant; and fo adds Peijury toUnfeithlhlneis, alienatingthat- 
Perfon to another* who, by the mdft fecred and ftri&eft: 
Obligations, is bound only to that Partner and Yoke-fellow, 
tso whom God, and theirown Content:,: and the legal Rites 
of the Church and State,, hitae addled them. . 

.. • V ' \ ' '? . . . . ' . : 

Secondly, It is the Source and Cattle of a fpurious. and fup* 
pofitious Birth, bringing in a ftrange Blood into the Inherit 
tance of lawful Children, whereby this Uafeithfulnefs .be* 
comes Theft, as well as Perjuty. \ . < 

But although this Sin of Adultery be alone mentioned in 
the Command ; yet according to the Rules laid down in the 
beginning of this Work, all other kinds of Uncleannefs are 
forbidden under the Name of this one grofe Crime. For the 
Law of God is perfaft; Hildas-aft manner of Clwftity, both 
in our Thoughts* Speeches and A<ftoans r is there injoin’d 
us; fo likewife whatfoever is intheleaft contrary* and pre- 
. Ddd 1 judicial 
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judicial to a fuotlefc Chadity> and an inviolate Modefty, & 
hereby forbidden. And therefore, •. i . : 

Secondly, This Commandment forbids the Untleannefs-of 
Fornication, which properly is the Sin committed betwixt 
two fmgle Perfons. Ana though it hath not fome Aggra¬ 
vations that belong to the other; yet it is an-abominable Sin 
in die Sight of God. I know how it is extenuated by the 
* Mamin, impure * Romanics, as a fmall Stan, that may eafily be 
waih’d off by the fprinkling of a little Holy Water. But it 
Sent, l 4. is no Wonder, if they whohave drank deep of the Cun of 
dift.33.91. t he Fornications of the great Whore, and are guilty pf fpi- 
ritual Fornication* if they fhould fpeak lightly of Corporal 
Tk. Epi- Fornication alfo. /But let us:hear how God, who is infinite 
Purity, hath fentenced this Sin, when he threatens thatdie 
himfelf will judge Whoremongers j and tells us, r Cor. 6. 9. 
That neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers fhalL 
ever inherit the Kingdom of God. No, the New JernJalem 
which is above, is an Holy-City, and no unclean thing {hall 
for ever enter into rt. Without are. Dogs, and Sorcerers, and 
Whoremongers, and Murderers, and idolaters , Rev. zz. iy. 
And it were well with them,; if aU theirPunifiiment were on¬ 
ly to be left without 1 Bat thene is a Lake of Fire prepared 
for them, into, which they (hali te caft amd plunged,, the 
Fire of Hell to punilh the Flames of Luft, Rev. 21. 8- The 
Fearful , and the Ztnbelievino, rand the Abominable, and Mur- 
thertrs;and Whoremongers (yem fee; how in both Places they 
. areftrung up with the vileftand mod infamous Sinners,_) 
jhall have their Portion in the Lake v whichbumeth with Fire 
and Brimfioue, which is the ftcond Death. The. ApOflle 
reckons up this as one of thr Works of theiklh, Gak 5. 19. 
The Works of the Flefb are manifejl, which are theft. Form- 
cation, Vncleannefs , Lafcivunfnefs. ■, &c. And exhorts Us to 
a careful Mortification of it, Col. 3. y. Mortijle therefore your 
Members which are upon the Earth r Foruification , Vndean- 
mefs, inordinate Ajfctt 'nu, &c 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Here Iikewife are forbidden all incefluous Mix¬ 
tures, -or Uncleannefe between thofe who are related to-each, 
other within the Degrees of Kindred fpecified, Lev, 18. front 
the 6th. to the 18tn. Verfe j whether the Kindred be by 
Affinity, or Confanguity, i. e. whether by former Marriage, 
or by Bloud and Defcent. And the nearer any Perlons are 
fo related to us, the greater is theabomination if we approach, 
unto themwhether it be with pretence of Marriage,which 
in this cale, is null and void ; or without any fuch Pre¬ 
tence. 

FourtlljyYiert is I ikewife forbidden Polygamy , or a taking 
a Wife to her Sifter , that is, to another, Lev. 18.18. God 
indeed feemed to connive at this in the holy Men of 
old ; yet it never was otherwife than a Sin from the founda¬ 
tion of the World; / And therefore the Prophet Malachy re¬ 
fers us to the Primitive Inftitution of Marriage, to (hew the- 
obliquity qf this Pradice, Mai. i .1 j. Did not he nuke one ? 
That is, Did. not. he create one Woman for one Man ? yet 
had he the reft due of the Spirit ; i. e. the feme Spirit and- 
power whereby he created alt things in the World,, redded 
{till in God, and therefore he could as eadly have formed 
jnore Women ,as well as one, had he hot purpled to oblige 
them one. to the other folely, and to teach them by their 
being paired ait fird, not to feek multiplication of Wives af¬ 
terwards. r ■' ' 

Therefore Polygamy was unlawful in the banning , even 
then when the necedity of incr-eadng. the World might 
feem to plead for it; ana how much .more unlawful now, 
when, that necedity is ceafed Beddes this the Apoftle hath 
commanded, 1. Cor. y. z. Let every Man have bit own. Wife j, 
and every Woman her own. Husband* 

Fifthly ^re alfe are forbidden alT tfipife Mbnfters of unna¬ 
tural Luft^nd thofe Prodigies of Villany & FUtbiael$,whiqh 

ana 
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are trot fit to be named among Men, but thought fit to be 
punilh’d upon Beafts themfelves; as ye may read,Le-v. xo.i 
16. and Levit. 1%. n f 'll. 


Sixthly ,. All thofe Things that may be Incentives to 
Luft, and add Fewel to this Fire, are likewife forbidden in 
this Command; all Impurities of the Eyes, of Gontaft, 
ofleud andobfceneSpeech, all immodeft Spectacles, wan* 
ton A&ions, uncivil and garifh Attire, or whatsoever elfe 
may kindle either in our felves, or others, any unchafte Af¬ 
fections ; for all thefe things do but lay inProvifion for 
the Fleflr, to fulfil it in the Lufts thereof. 


Seventhly , Becaufe this Law is fpiritual, therefore it not 
Only forbids the gtofs outward A&s of Filthinefs, but the 
inward undeaimefs of the Heart; all luftful contemplations, 
and Idea’s, and evil Concupifcences: For it is not enough 
to refrain unchaft Defires from breaking forth into Aft; but 
we muft alfo refrain our Hearts from entertaining any fhch 
Defires. Thefe Flames pent up-in the Heart, win foot 
and confume it; and though its Ruine be moreinvifible,yet 
hr will be fad and fata!: As there is an Heart-Murther,fb there 
is an Heart-Aduhery; and he that; commits fpeculative Un* 
cieannefs, and proftitutes his Thoughts and Imaginations to 
the impure Embraces of filthy Lull, is, according to our Sa¬ 
viour’s Interpretation , guilty of the Tranfgreflion of this 
Command: oo, Matth. 5*. Te’have beard that it was 

fa 'td to them of old time. Thou fhdtt 1 not commit Adultery ; 
hut Ifaj unto ybu, thattohofo looktth <iti a Woman to lujl after 
her t hath committed Adultery already with her in his Heart. 


And thus you fee what is prohibited. 

All that npw remains, is, 

^h/,To ferforththe exceed i ng heinoufnefs of this Sin : 
and tb'fhew fod -why it is fb joftly odious unto God, and 
ought to be fo unto us: And, Secondly , 

,G< ogle 
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\ StcouMy, To give you feme Rales and EfkeAipos which 
mayfecoreyoufromk. •• 

The Greatness and heinous Nature of this Sirrappears, 

Find,Ip that it is a Sin which murthers two Souls at once; 
and thereforethe raoft ■uncharitable Sin in the World. Other 
■Sinners can perifh fingly, The Swearer damns none by his 
Oaths but himfelf; and although he curfe others to the Pit 
of Hell, yet flail defcend thither alone for them. The 
Drunkard, with his Intemperance drowns but his own Soul 
in perdition: The Woudy Murtherer may fay with Lantech , 
Gen. 4. i}. / have Jlain a Man to my wounding, and a young 
Man to my own Hurt. And indeed all other Sinners, though 
their Wickednefs prompt them to draw in Aftociates and 
Partakers with them; yet the Nature of their Sin doth not 
require a partnerfhip in their Guilt; but they may be foli- 
tarily wicked, and perifli alone : Only thisSuj of Adultery 
jieceflarily requires Partnerfhip, and involves another in the- 
fame Condemnation ? And is it nothing to thee, that ano¬ 
ther’s Damnation fhall be fet upon thy fcore, and the 
Staid of their Souls charged upon thine for ever ? Think 
.with., your fetves what horrid Greetings thefe unclean 
Wretches will give, each other in Hell, when they who have 
here, wallowed together in Beaftly Senfuality, Hull there 
wallow together in unquenchable Flames, and with ineffa¬ 
ble Anguifh exclaim again#, and curfebptli tliemfe^ves, and 
oo« another; the one,for enticing, £he other for contenting, 
and both for fulfilling their impure Ddires: Or fuppofe that 
God fhould vouchfafe thee Repentance unto Life; yet art 
thou fore that his Juftice and Severity will not harden the- 
other in this Sin to which thou baft been the Author and 
Iperfotdcr ? How knoweft thou but they may perfift, and; 
-pctdh hvjtheur Wickednefs, Divine Vct^eauce may (natch 
f theQt away, without affording them (pace, or grace to xe- 
! peat, v And h il iedring, to thee that thou haw damn’d a 
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SouVaswellasdefil’daBody; and for the fetisfy iflgofthy 
fcrutilh Luft, haft brought upon them everlafting Woes and 
Torments. If God hath granted thee Mercy, how anxioufly 
folicitousoughteft thou to be to deliver thofeoutof the 
-Snares of the Devil, whom thou haft entangled therein, 
and by all holy Gounfels and Remooftrartces reduce them ui£ 
to God by Repentance! Or if a fpeedy execution of Divine 
Juftice fhould cut them ofFbefore, what a fed Gonfideratiori 
will it be to thee that thou haft eternally ruined a poor 
Soul! This, if thou haft any fenfe of Sin, or of the Wrath 
of thegreatGod due unto it, will make thee go mourning 
all thy days, and bring down thy gray hairs withforrow 
to the Grave. 

Secondly, This is the moft degrading Sin of all others ; 
-it debafeth a Man from the excellency of his Nature, and rc- 
fembleshim to the condition of brute Beafts. The Perfecti¬ 
on of a Man is to govern himfelf according to Law and Rea- 
Ion, to bound an<l circumfcribe his A&ions by the Rules of 
what is fit and honeft; whereas Beafts fhew the inferiority of 
their Natures by the Scope and Range of their unguided 
Appetites, pee vagas Cff ejfnfas libidines. Hence the Pro* 
phet compares Adulterers to Fed Horfes, even ewe neighing 
after his Neighbours Wife, Jer. y. 8. And God joyns fuch 
impure Ferfons with the vileft and moft deteftable of brute 
Beafts. Dent. zy. 18. Thou fkait not bring the hire of a 
Whore, nor the price of a Dog into the Houfe of the Lard thy 
God for any Von; for even both theft are an abomination to the 
Lord thy God 4 

Thirdly , This is a Sin that doth moft of all others obfcure, 
and cxtinguilh the Light of a Mans natural Reafon ancfUn- 
■derftanding. Nothing doth io much darken the Underfill* 
ding, as the Fumes of Luft, Hof. 4.11. Whoredom, andWhnt, 
ondtetw Wine take envoy the Heart . And to this, the Ajto* 
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flic, gives Teftimqny. Eph. 4. 1 S, 1 p*. Having the nndpr- 
(landing dark*ed y bcing aliettutedfrom t,bf Lift of God through 
theifftd/anf.e that is in them, becaufe of the hlinflnefs of their 
heart, .-who. being paft feeling ( have given thewfelves over 
to perk nnpteannefc.mtp far doth this 

Beaftly Sinbcfbt the Mind* apd befoqfMep»‘^at according 
to the <l^(jte,ahcf modeft'Phraf^ 6t ^criptUre-IJangu&ge it 
ielf, is frequently called committing of Folly; as if there were 
no Folly like $0 this,- apd.it alone deserved to carry away the 
N(a.me agd r '5’itlff : ^om I .aU .Qt^'^ing; ipdept} It; is a moli 

jipconqus ^d 7 egtecjp»s Fp%» Jojt j$ dfybrt'Paijg.and Epi- 
Jepjfo e|/enfpaj Jjjehght, •$& th^ $>uf tq a .gloomy 

dufnefs* fci^ejr reraem^rance^guDt» ^ eternal'lhame and 
death.' - V * • 

» • r *. . 

, ; '* * J * I;,-’'*.- ' v . . • 1 • •. h 

Fourthly This is a Sin |uflWjhe t jqioft'Infamous and fcan- 
dalous amongft Men j ^ Si^t^t.pran^Sj.them with the grea- 
teft ftiame and reproach ; -a reproach whichfan never be wiped 
away; and certainly if fuch an one doth ever ferioutly 
confidcr his own Filth, he canqot bpt.be affiarned of himfelf: 
For although there be a fhame confequent upon the Adt of 
every Sinj yet the Credit and Reputation-of .a ; Man is.ne- 
yer fa deeply blemifffd, 'lior fp fpply ffairi’d by any Sin as 
fhat of Adultery. Prov. 6 . 31,-3 Whofo committeth Adul¬ 
tery with a Woman x lackefh fJnderflaniing'. He that doth 
it y defiroyeth his own Soul; a. wound and di(honour (hall he 
get; qudhis reproach Jball not ft wife cfaway. "Yeaj, the diflio- 
jqour of, Adulterous Parentsisfa foul, that like a black Blot, 
it diffiifeth and fpreads it felf even upon tlieff Children!. 
Peut.x 3. 3 . A Baflard was not to enter into the Congregation 
of the Lord unto the Tenth Generation. 

i •> v .. v , v ' ■ 

- - Fifthly y ConAder thatthis Sin.of Uncleannefs is a kind of 
SpcrHedge j a converting pf that whichisfacred, and,dedica¬ 
ted pfltp a profane. life. What faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 6. 

,:: . 1 Eee ; J ' 19. 
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19. Knoto ye not that your Body » the Temple -of the Holy 
ffboft t And if it were * Sacrilegious Impiety w>turn the 
Temple of God, which confided only of vile Mccerkls, 
^CCd:^d SlGuc, to Viie ahdimoiGST U£$« tfoor Saviours 
Zeal burad within ihiiii wb$ he faW. the &tt<ftti&ry tam'd 
into a NiarKet,and thfe ttOOfe bT(£od tirade a Tten ■Of Thieves, 
now jhuch morehtiriods wicked tl£fs ^fttOcdhVert the li¬ 
ving Templfes 6f thd hvfetlivihg'God > tytti OutBOdieS, Which 
Were redeemed and cdrtfebrjttea into God b f the prtJ&ous 
Bloud of lefts <Mft. iihtb itii^tfe'ahd ttnfckAi Ufes, and 
to turn his Sari<ftiaijr fetbr aStew 1 i TftfBocty *8? fcdTffo* fbtw 
hicatioh * but Tor thie Iiotd : Ahd Votar Bddtesaire l thC Mem¬ 
bers ofChrift: 'TrtHye * then : nh [ she Whim \f Ghr0, 
and make'them the Memlers of an Harlot t God forbid. 
And the Apoftle thinks this Sqcrilegioufnefs of Uncleannefs 
To high an a^rtVatibb ft, ; ‘tat.- Be kififts- 

on 'ft. 'iiQfi$i£vbfr& yfufei tikit ye* the jpi he 

Temples if 'God,"Ada that ihe < SfiHt^f J Gdd'diohddth'''ihytoi P 
7 f any Man defile the ^temple Vf Hi of, him fhdU &od etifroy%. 
'for the Temple if Gtd is holy 'j "mfich Tbhpte -hie'ft. ; 

W% : CoMfidet, if a'ft'thiife^hiri^s WiB bbtpftj*atl,tfje 
tlreadful THiOiftftrient th£ft ; 6bd fhfeatetts to ihfH&tjpoa att 
Who are guiltyof this Sin Y Vea* he freaks OFftaya-Sta that 
be Can hardly be .peiftiaded to pardon $ a^Sih thatpi^aftsfe. 
infinite hllGTcy'tey'foT^ft.feKf^'^^.'f^/hal^ lytirdontket- 
for■ this i When /' had fed thy xhridtento the fully they then- 
Committed Ikduttery, and "hfibidthed ihedifelites vy TrOops 4 n< 
'the Harlots Houfes. They Ateie its fedHorJhsdn ‘the -ftltoi*- 
ning, every one neighing afiet \his 'tftigftfohtrh tPife. tShdSTi 
not vifit for theje things, faith the Lord; -dnd-flytU'Utet tty 
Soul ie avenged on fuch 4 Nation a* this t And indeed God. 
doth often in this Life Vifit this’Sfti; fOrhCtimtesby -filling, 
iheir Loins Withftrahge “artef {<& tHfetfrifr Bifeafts, Feov. J &*i6. 
fimetirfics : ty tedudrigthehi^ exttefnOBt^Qry^ 5 ^* ihifc. 
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Sih, as fob fpcaks^ is * Fire that coufimeth ter defiradhom, 
and would root out dl his rucraafr i Yea, this very Sin is fid 
great a puniihment for it felf, that the Wife Man tells us, 
Prerv. z*. 14. That tbofk wham (Sad hates Jhall fall into it. 

Yea, and to exprefr this exceeding finfulnds of this Sin of 
Unclearmefs, the Apoftle teUs us, That God made it the 
puniihment of federal other Sins, as black and horrid as cam 
be weli conceived, Rom. r.aj. When he hadfpoken of the' 
grofi Idolatry of the Heathens in worfbipping Images, and 
feHingdovm before Stocks and Stones, he fubjoyns,i'(?r.z4. 
That fat this caufe Gad. alfo gave them, up unto ttudemnefi; ■ 
as if Uncleannefs were bad enough, to pnhfti Idolatry, and 
thofe were iu/Bdenriy plagued for their fpdrituaj Uoctean- 
neis, who were abandoned over untoaa-paral PoHutions. 

But howibever, although this Sin may fbmetmses dbape la*- 
ferny, through concealment; and other temporal Judgments 
of God, through Patience and Forbearanee ; yet it will cer* 
tainly find them out at the faftand b^iere chafe: who have; 
burnt together 1 in Luft, ihall bum together Ip'unquenchable 
Flames; Ihej {ball have their Portion eu the Idle that Sur- 
noth with Fire and Brimjtane. .. . 

/ ^ 1 4 i . fc * * 

Tbefe are the Pemonflrations of the Heinoufcefs of.thieSim 

; .* ‘ ; . j i! • \.'■v : n * ’ v \ 

■> c 

. Let me now give you feme cautionary Rules and Dire&iri 
9na} by obftrvingof which, yoo-may be preferved from iu 


Fjrfi % Be fupe that you-keep a narrow Watch over your 
Senies ?. For thole are the Slucqsi which', irdlead of letting 
inpleafant (beams to refre(h, do commonly let-in nothing 
but Mudto pollute the Soul. There is no a&ual Filthinefs 
in the Heart of any, but came in by thefe Inlets: Through 
thefe the Devil cans in abundance of Filth : he flits up in* 
dwelling IjaiV, so*d by the flnful Qfcjccfb which the Senfe.9 
convey to the Soul, he dungs that >$foundj which of it felf 
' Eee z was 
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was too fruitful before. Thus the'Devil mates ufeofan A< 
dulterous Eye to range ahroad, andfetchinProvifion for 
Uncleannels; and by it; as;by a: Bnnnilig*Giafs, he fets thp; 
Heart on fire, and then blows up’ the Flames through. the 
Ears, by hearing lafcivious Difcourfes; and therefore make 
a Covenant with thine Eyes* and carefully divert them frprrv 
all foofe Glances ,aod all aHuring and eriticing Obje&s; iStop* 
thine Ears againfk allrotcen and. jfilthy 'CbrphiunicBtroa ; and 1 
if any begin fuch pbfcene Talk, as.is.lthe common, Raifery 
of our Days, and almpft of;every Company,, blulh not rliou 
to reprove them; but by thyReproofs, make them blulh at 

their Own lhafne and wictednefr^ ;' i' • . ;V;r*: 

Secondly^ Addkbithy, felf to;$pbfietyiaad Temperance? 
and by thefe beat down *by Bodyl, and teep it in fiib/edtfoi* 
to thy Reafon and Religion: For certainly they who indulge 
themfelves in Gluttony or IDrunkennefs, their Excels will- 
froth, ! and fomp over. int6 L6fi>i : And. therefore • it is hid in* 
that? foremensscioad plaice, Jfr'.f. 7. Thatwhenrfre Ifraeliiei- 
were fed to, tfae> fuS,. ihei.oomnuttedJididtery, i: 

• Thirdly) Gnminuallyexertife. thy fdf ia fome honeft and 
lawful Employment. Luft grows. a<9ise. when’.we grow 
idle.* And therefore as Fulnefi of Bread, fo likewile Idlenefi is 
reckoned as cone.of ttid Sins ofhnpurfc i£odoth\ Ezek. xO. 49. 
David , when he walked idly upon the Roof of his Houle, 
kes opehftotbe'Stiares. iahd is mveiglcd by the- Beauty of 
Bathjbc&a. Had he then been at his Harp, and his Pfajnu$ 
he might have driven the evil Spirit from himfelf, as for* 
roerly he did from his Mafter Sank , Running Streams pro- 
ferve themfelvfes dear and purC j whereas ftandiag Pools 
loon corrupt, and breed noifome and venomous: Creatures. 
While our Mind is employed, there will be no Time left fori 
Luft to dally with our Fancy, nor to dandle an Unclean 
Affection in our Thoughts.; and therefore it may be remar* 
table as a confiderable Circumftance in ijofeptfs rejecting thfe 
Eatkements of his lend Miftreft, that tin Text faith, fit 

went t . 
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went into the Houfe to difpatch his Bufinefi, Gen. 39. n. No¬ 
ting fo us, that thehoneft Care of our Affairs is an excellent 
Prelervative to keep us from this Sin of Wantonnefsand lJn-~ 
clean nefs. Butabove all, 

• Fourthly , Be. eqrpefl: apd, frequent in Prayer ; and if 1 thou 
fometimes jovneft Faffing with thy Prayers, they will be 
ffiot ja.ptp Heavervwith a-cleaner ftrengtlt: For this Sin of 
Uncfeaniiiefs is-one of fhofe Devils that goes not out lutly 
Fjfiing and Prayer. God is a God of Purity; inftantly beg 
of him, that he wouldfend down his pure and chafte Spirit 
into thy heart, to deattfe thy- Thoughts-, and thy Affections 
from all unclean Defires. Beg that the Holy Ghoft would 
but onfe touch thy Heart with the dear fenfe of his Eternal 
Love; J that he would diffufe fuch a Celeffial Flame through 
tby.Soul» -as may raviffi it with an heavenly Zeal and Ar«* 
dovu;, afld, niake it fcorh.to ffoop to thejgnoble Lov;e of 
poewripferibur Objects, r.Reprefent to. him that thy Body i$> 
bis Temple, and thy Heart his. Altar- id and defire of, 
hia3 v thatryi ftrange unhallowed fire may flame ©n his Al- 

thou diligently and coDfciencioufly makes ufe©£ 
thelfc Meaps,' ; thou maift comfortably expcS to W kept -pum 
gpdj^acplateVdi^Qcent ip thy Soul, and clean, ip diy Bo¬ 
dy; j.and-as, fHpu kept thy felf uadefiJecT here J; ip here* 
altejr thou fnaltbefajind worthy to wa]k' with, the Lovth up 
WhtiL '' 
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THE EIGHTH 

COM M A N D MENT. 
33ura ttjau not jfctwl. 

T HE foregoing Commandment (asyou hive heard) 
requires Chaftity in our Perfons: This which I have 
now read unto you* requires Honefty and Uprightnefs in 
our Dealings. A Vertue immediately founded upon that 
firft pradical Principle of all Humane Cbnverfe, wmch our 
Saviour lays down, Mdtth. 7.12.. Whatfiever ye would that 
Men Jhould do nnto you, do ye even fo to them : And recom¬ 
mends it to us, astne brief Summ and Epitome of aU the 
Scriptures; for this is the Law and the Prophets. A Prihcir 
pie, that carries foch innate Eight and clear Evidence in it 
letf, that the very Heathens ao frequently' medicare it in 
their Writings* as the primary Didate of* that Mbrafity 
which they taught. This is a Maxim, which we alt atfent 
unto, not by any elaborate Inftru&ions, or dint of Argu¬ 
ments, or any long train of Confequences; but it ftrongly 
mailers our Under (landings by its native Evidence, and 
fprings up in us an unpremeditated Refolve of Reaibn. Both 
God & Nature have let up this Standard in our Confciences: 
And ufually there needs no other Judge of our A&ions to* 
wards pthers, than by comparing them with what in the like 
Gafts we would think juft and fit to be done towards our 
felves. It may be we areall partial to our felves in our pre¬ 
lent Concerns: And whilft we look only that way* we may 

pofiiby 
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poffibly fecktdl Advantages to promote them, though tx> »* 
nothers Detriment. Bat both Reafbn and Religion teach os 
to put our felves in their Stead, and then to man age all our 
Ttanfadhoas with them, as we our felves would judge juft 
and rea&aable, were char Condition ours. And therefore 
when thou dealeft with another, thon fhcraldft firft be both 
Parties to thy felf. As for infiance, a Servant fhould fat 
down, and confider with himfdf what Refpaft be would ret* 
quire, were he m the lame Circumftances with his Matter, 
and had Servants under him. Children fhouldconfider what 
Duty and Obedience they would expert, were they Parents 
ofOhildreo: Stfcje&s, what Honour and Suhnriflion they 
might reasonably demand, were they Magiflrates; and fa 
in any other Relation. And when they have thus ferioutfy 
pondered it in their own Thoughts, fat them then perform 
the fame Duties to others in their real Condition, which they 
judged tobelong to them in their perfbnated Condition. For 
it« a never foiling Rule for the Direction of our fta&kav 
«hat what thou judgeii duetotlayfadf, wertrthou in another 
Mani Condition, :is certainly as dueto him in his own; 
and if thou a&eft not accordingly, tfaoubecmyeft % great 
■deal '^f >SeWiftinels and finful Partiality. This is * Ride appli¬ 
cableCdaff AfiSire; and there is fearee sray one Occurrence 
of’aMart's iiife, feuthe may regulate .himfcif in it according, 
to thisDiredtkmt And indeed there is fearoe need of any 
wther. Whatever thou haft to tranfaA vvith thy Brother* 
though perhaps thou mryft $>y Advantages upon him; andi 
¥uch j Us I n*thou ftoulcfefttake^iliblyheniightoeverknow,, 
*<yr Ciwer ‘be-aWc to redrtfs; yet then'take tfayConfcienae 
•dfide, and-ferioufly askwhether thou jeouHtt be content,, 
•rod think it boneft and juft to 'be rfo desk with thy 
-faff; -if aot, whatfeewer the Temptation he , or how- 
^mdi'foever 'thou^mighteft gain by diesrkning unto a®, are- 
toft rt'Wiib'feom*, a^tbat'which iwmddundurethsemn&sdate- 
ihc ft 'Principle 'df *wnWiOfl 4fcme% i among Men, andl 
. contradicts, 
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tpt ctgpip contntw witciif* 

■centradi&s all the Laws both of Nature, and Scripture. Ware 
this Rule but more generally obferVedamong Men, the' 
World would not have that Caufetoory out ofRaptne,Ext<n> 
tioh, Oppreffion , Fraud and Injuftice, that now it hath': 
The Rich 'would not gririd the Faces of the Poor, nor 
the Poor cauflefly'damour agamft.tbe Rich: Superi- 
ours would not tyrannize over their- Inferiours, nor 
Inferiours murmur., or rebel againft their Superiours; 
.butari equal Peace, and uniform Juftice would overfpread 
the Face of the whole Earth,and Rrghteoufnefimould run down 
our Streets as a mighty Stream. t And therefore let me once 
again recommend it to you; for indeed I Cannot prefs it too 
often,) that-you would frequentlyfet this Golden Rule be* 
fore yoUr Eyes, to do nothing to any other Period, which* 
were you in his capacity, you would think unjuft to be 
done unto your felves, (and wbatfoever you would expedfc 
from, others, as your Due,.;wereyou in their Place, and 
they in. yours, taperform the very (ame to them.: For other- 
wife you cannot, but condemn your felves. in your A&ipn% 
whilft you do that, which upon this Suppofttion* yop cam 
not but be convinced is unjuft, and with-hold that which 
you know to be due, and which, yourrfelves wxild gepeft 
mould be yielded you by others. • This ■ is a DiQate pfN%- 
ture and right Reafon; this is the Summ of the taw aud ; the 
Prophets $ and all thofe various Precepts which are given up 
in the Scriptures, for the condud of our Lives, ere but as 
fo many Lines that meet all in this Centre; and if . we ap¬ 
ply it to each particular Command of the fecond Table* ■ we 
ihall find them all founded upon this, and to be interpreted 
by it. We are required- to honour Superiours* to abftain 
from Murther, from Adultery, from Theft, from felfe Ac- 
cufations, from coveting what rightfully belongs to ano- 
thqr; and all this according to the feme Meafures that w« 
would have others to perform thefe very Duties to us. So 
that felf, which, is now the great Tempterto wrongand in- 
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hire others, were it governed according to this univerfal 
Maxim, would be thegreateft Patron Defender ofcdfihwi; 
Men s Ilights and thies, * • • j ; i V. 1, v. 

I have the longer infifted On this, boih becaufeit is of 
fuch general influence into the right ordering of our Con* 
verfation; and allb becaufe the moft vifible'and apparent 
violation of this natural Law, is by the Sin of Theft forbidden 
in this Commandment, of which I am now treating, .'■j.r.-'tj 


Now Theft in the general, is an unjafl: taking, or keeping 
to our felves what is lawfully another Min’s. He isa Thief; 
who withholds what ought to be in his Neighbours po^ 
feflion, as well as he who takes from him? wist he-hath for-* 
merly pofleis’d. 

All Theft prefuppofeth a Right and Propriety z For wliere 
nothing doth of right appertain unto me, r nothing 1 can bo 
unjuftly taken or detained from the. f: 


Now here Firjl, Certain it is, That God is the great Lord 
and Proprietor both of Heaven and Earth, and of all things 
in them, Ffal.x 4.1. The Earth is the, J*ord?s y akd the Fnlnefi 
thereof. And. jro, 10. Every Beafl of the Forefl is. mine, 
and the Cattle upon a thoufand Hills. By him, and of 
him are all things; and for his Will and Plealure’s lake 
they are, and weretreated. 


Secondly , This great and abfokite Lord hath granted unto 
Man a large Charter of the World ; and when he had taken 
an exadt Inventory of thofe Goods with which he had furni- 
fliedfhis great Houfe, theUniverfe; (He fain every thine 
that he bad made , and behold it ibasvery gbad y .Gen. i 
then he ftts Man to live in it, as his Tenant,‘and freelygives 
him the Uie of, and Dominion over all the Works of his 


Haods. Gen.i.x 8. Replenifh the Earthy and fubdue it , and 
have dominion over all the Fifh of the Sea.and over the.Fowls 

’ ' Fff <>f 
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of the Air, and over ivfry thing that moveth upon the Earth. 
Sa thePfahfcift, Ffal;% i.y, id;; j(he r Heavens, 'even the Hea¬ 
vens arc the Lord’s $ hut the Earth hithjte ^iven to t$e Chil¬ 
dren of . Men:: A: forge andftegaf -Gift^ wjierebjr he Ji^ith 
made over all fublunary things unto Man , referring Unto 
himfelf trhe.Sovereignty and fupreme Lordftiipofall, and re¬ 
quiring only, framMan the; tfocoageai)4.)Payulertt of Qbe- - 
dience. ,r Yet,:: xr„-. ;ils 1 ,‘; v 0 l.' '/■ ' \ ' . ' 


Thirdly, This feigjsfCharter and Donation gave no.particu¬ 
lar Propriety untaany; neither if Man had continued in his 
happy andiimOCenteftasej wpqjd there have been any need 
of Meun asTntmty ©r; 4ny (petition of tftefe earthly 1 Poflelfi- 
©ns; but the common BlefTings Had been enjoyed in com¬ 
mon ; and aU things Which Govetoufhels and Corruption 
now-ravine after, (WouWhaye.been as proraifcuoujly enjoyed 
and ufed, as the common JLiglu aqd. Air f and f each particu¬ 
lar Man’s Ibare in thofe BlefTings, would have been fu/fici- 
tntand fotisfa&ory. But, 

AijiV/>&^.Sin t entring int9 tire World, their Defires grew 
immoderate after Hieie-earthly Enjoyments, and their At¬ 
tempts taaohiriithem .‘injurious unto others f ib fhat it be¬ 
came nccefiary to prescribe Bounds andlimits, to them, and 1 
t© divide among them what before lay in common amon& 
all; that each man knowing his aligned Portion, might 
reft Satisfied with it, andjbff reftmned dram the- unjuft Inva- 
fion and Usurpation.of anotherjsRight. ~ And,' 


Fifthly , and Lallly, This, could no otherwife be effected, 
but f by humane Laws, hy mutual CorhpadT.and Agreement, 
declaring whatihonld be accounted every' fdaa^Bi'ghjt and 
Propriety: So that it is Law which is the grrat determiner 
of Propriety; and there is nothing Mine okThinefertker, tharr 
tiiis aligns it unto us: Indeed Equity mull fcmetimes inter- 
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pole to moderate the Letter of the'Law^ for iritameGafes^ 
lhotild we rigoroufly profecute our Right, and infift upon 
every Pun&iho chat we may' call our iMe: tl TWsy: although 
it Would hot be unijuft; yet it rwoujd 'bei ^oftffcacdrndd jnto 
Gall and Wofmwood; it wduldbe ia Ifteaoh snd Violadoa 
of the Law of Chrift, and ofCharity, which requires us ra* 
ther to part with our own in fiMall Matters, than to be vex* 
utious/Orcontentious in reccwbrtng,^ defending &. b 

; Thus you fee how all Rigfanrtind Property! foot-cube into 
the World’: A General Rightjbjlthe Donation of God^a par> 
titular flight,' by the Sanction of Laws, allotting to each 
Man his Portion; which to hivtid^: of vford fromhim, is 
Injuftiee, Of Theft. ■' j ru'j rulirt ,i’.yr -r :r<c j 

'■ Whencfe it follows. That whore therei \w flo^Societyiiri' oo 
cupation o,f atiy part of the Earth, ' the Right acctiies to the 
firft Pofleflorj and where things am found which appertain 
to none, they fell to 1 the firft Seifer ;■ for there can be no 
Theft cbrrtrntttedWhfre thebe is ho precedent Tide. olfany 
therefore fhdftld providentially be daft ihro fomiDfcfert, and 
uninhabited part of the World ; that general- Charter that 
Godhath given unto Mankind of porefiing the Earth, cm* 
powCT&th’Stt toleiieon If as theirs^ and they maylawfiilly 
tnake ufe of the Bleflings efl^iri common, diibymuthal 
content troy ftfell divide to each othef their Put and -Ban, 
tion: Rut after filch a Partition made, jto ufe the feme liberv 
ty* i? no longer 1 lawful; but Theft and Robbery* - . 

Thus y^feeWhatTv^/fis jartd^thtt this-Law ofGdd^ 
prohibitWg u; to ftekl Whaj! is'aOother^s. tfothpfefoppOie a 
LaW of Man; Which makes Property,- iftd canfeth Tkingst® 
teeomei6lthd* , 0«rs,or : another'S/ ,v\ 

a '.i i-ii. D ’''1 ^ i. . * . 
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WoVtfftrci'aff'e rfknykindsof I Thtfft. 



Firft, The higheft and chiefeft is that which-is commit* 
ted againft God by 1 Sacrilege. Now Sacrilege is an alienating 
.V Vi - - Fffx from 
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from God whttfeever he hath appropriated to himfelfr or iV 
upon good grounds dedicated to the encouragement and 
mamtetonee of his Honour; hnd Service. Indeed the^ aliena¬ 
ting of what irith bcdni given to^perfritious or-Idolatrous 
Ufas,' eahhot. be juftlyrbrahded with this black Mark of Sa¬ 
crilege j for it Was riot fo much given unto God, as unto lg- 
noranceand Superftitwa:: : And therefore our Aoceftors. have 
done well;*ndrpioiifly, ?w>idifldlying th^Nefls,and^Cages 

thefe Kingdoms j butwithal, in my judgment, would have 
done much -better j if they had converted their Revenues to 
fomc pilhiick 1^, ckhe^fpTrthe JBenefit of thp Churchy or 
Common-wealth, rather than to their own private §nd parf* 
ricularg»iot) 3 Buiiwhore. 4 ny^d»g:is lipdeed popfccmediunto 
God,-and let apart for the maintenance and encouragement 
of his Worlhip and Service, it is nojefs than &crilege, and 
robbib&'of Godj tatali«snat^.any part,9f ; this t#..any Ocular 
tries ii or ju>i detain rtbtt JJ 1ft poto./Whjfh it,was fepa> 

fcattdj ; :And ®£th» Grid hhnfelfgrievoyfly ooTjnpHfins,- MaL 
3. ”8,9. Will a Man rob <W ? As 1 if it were a Sin lo heinous, 
asthatit is hardly to be foppcrfed any Man would be guilty 
ofiti. -What !• nfct te:alfr>W that; God hisfha*? among them, 
irizo had kbdraHy atfooied them aH thmgSto.enjoyh, Tetyi , 
ka& kdhetit&.' Att-yc.fih Wherein bfvf rpkUdthre i 
ln Tubes and Offerings, I f are cnrfed^tb a Curfe p for ye 
have robbed me ,' even: this ;V>kple. llatifn, ■ Certainly tholo 
Shidgs-which arc appointed k)r the\Wormip*ahd ^vice of 
Godv' whethef.they^be loriginailly. by Diyinei Right, ornotj 
yetthey -cannot bt alienated, -ppr detained without invol¬ 
ving the Perfons, or the Nlation that doth thus, 19 wmoft 
dird'ul Curfe: For this is no other than a fobbing God of 
his Right. ..Arid how far thefeNationsfnaybe;Concerned in 
this Sin, and how deeply funk under this Curfe, I leave it to 
theconfideration of thofe whohaveno other Interefts tofway 
their Judgments, but that of Piety and Honefty. 

, , ; Secondly ,, 
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t|)t etstttf) Commandment. 

■ Secondly* Theft is committed againft Men by an unjuft 
leizing, or detaining what of right belongs unto them. And 
this may bedone either by Fraud, or Force t And therefore 
our Saviour in reciting the Commandments mentions them 
both, Mark io. 19, Do not fteal* Defraud not. This is a Sin 
that God hath threatned with many levere Curfes and Pu- 
nilhments. 

. Firfly The Temporal Punilhment which the Scriptiirfc 
awards unto it, is a fourfold, and fometimes a fivefold lie* 
fHtution, as you may lee, Exod. xx.i. And therefore 
cheus* when he was converted, offers a four fold Reftiturion 
to thofe whom he had wronged, Luk. 19* 8. If I have taken 
anything front any Man ly falfe Accnfation r J rejlore him 
fourfold. And yetbefides this Reftitutian, it feems that 
fometimes the Offenders were to be put to Death, especially 
if the Circumftances of their Theft added Cruelty and Op- 
jyefliop unto it. This appear? in the Parable of Nathan, 
x Sam:\i: When he had moft artificially aggravated the 
Crime of the rich Man, in taking away the poor Man’s 
Lamb, he fo raifed David% Companion. and Indignation, 
that he proqotihceth this Sentence, JPer/e 5. 6. The Man 
that hath done this thing pall furely die : And he (hat re - 
Jlore the / Lamb four-fold* hecaufe he did this thing* and he • 
catife he had no Pity. So that you fee, that even under the 
taw o\ Mofes fa was not unlawful in fome Cafes to punilba 
Thief with Death, although the ufual and prefcribed Punilh^ 
meat was Reftitution. Indeed our Law condemns them to 
Death, nor is it juftly to be reprehended, for rooting, out 
fuch Batles and Pefts from the Common Wealth. For fince 
Punilhments are to be inflicted, not fomuch out of Revengp 
as Gtution; not becaule fome have offended, but to-deter 
Othere from offending, it is but reafonable that the Penalty 
ihould anfwer tfris end; whieh we might very well doubt, 
.Whether among us any lighter than Death, would do, fince 
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we fee fo many ftill perfift in this wicked Courfe of life, 
notwithftanding tiie Severity of the Punifhment the Law. 
provides for them. Skin for Skin, and all that a Man hath 
will he give for his Life. If therefore the Fear of Death it 
felf cannot be forcible enough to deter them, certainly the 
Fear of Reftitution would be much lefs effe&ual ; and inch a 
gentle and mitigated Punifhment would but open a wide 
gap to all manner of Robbery and Rapine. . 

But befides the Punifhment which is threatned by tie 
Law, Confider, 


Secondly, God leaves a Curfe upon what is gotten by 
Theft and Deceit; a Curfe that will blaft and confume all 
fuch wicked Increafe. They put it into a Bag with Holes; 
and by feme unperceivable Providence it llrangely wafts and 
flips away between their Fingers, But ufually Luxuiy and 
intemperance devours what is got by Theft and. Rapine, 
God by his righteous Judgment making one Sin the Ven¬ 
geance of another. But however, fome fecret w ithering 
Curfe feizeth upon it' and what is .tWwickedly .added tq 
our former Poileffiom, Will rub fts Ruft andCanker upon 
them all j and if Reftitution be not duly made^ will ihferifi- 
bly prey upon them and confume them. And therefore, 
faith the wife Man, Prov. 2,1.7. TheMbbery of the fVick$d 
{hall defirtty' them • and , fer. 17. ii v 4} the far.trirfgp 
frtteih on Fggs,'and hatcheth them not ; fo he that g/ttteth 
Riches, andnot by Right, fhall leave them in the midfi of his 
Days, and at his end fhall be a Fool. Many times, God rai- 
feth up fuch againft them, who fhall deal with them as they 
have dealt with others; and when thefe Spunges are foil ot 
what they have unjuftly fuck’d up, fhall fqueeze them, and 
make them refund their ill gotten Treafure. Thus God 
threatens the Cbaldaans, Hab. x„ 8. JSecanfe thou haft foot*, 
led many Nations, all the remnant of the People fhall jf oil 
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tier- Such tmjuft Gettings tend only unto Poverty: And 
in this Senfe it is no Soloecifm to fay they have but gained 
a lofs, and treafured for Themfelves, and their Pofterity, 
Want and Beggery. And therefore as you defire to thrive 
in the World, and to have your Earthly Comforts multiplied, 
lb be fure that no gain of Robbery, or Oppreflion, or Fraod 
and Deceit be found in your hands ; for this will devour even 
What you have gotten lawfully. x 

thirdly Anxieties and Perplexities of Mind do alway ac¬ 
company ill-gotten Wealth: For it Is a Sin fo much againft 
the very Light of Nature, tliat Confcience, if it be not ut¬ 
terly ftupified and fenfelefs, will be ftill molefting and haurr- 
ijing them with trotibleiome Thoughts and Reflexions. Be- 
Tides, the Fear of Detection, and the Shame and Punilhment 
which will follow upon it, mull needs be a continual Diflur- 
fcance unto them : Whereas what is gotten with a good 
Confcience, and in an honeft and lawful Calling, whether 
it be more or left, it brings this Contentment with it, that 
9s Ma>o may quietly Tit down and rejoyce in that Portion' 
which the Providence and Bounty of his gracious God, and 
heavenly. Father, hath here afforded him ; lie drinks no Wi¬ 
dows Tears* nor; Orphans Bloud j he eats not theFlefhof 
the,Poor, nor breaks the Bones of the needy j his Confcience 
gnaws not upon bin* whilflhe is feeding on what his honeft 
Labour and Induftry hath prepared for him,* and although, 
it be but a ttt of Bread, and a Cup of Water thathe can pro¬ 
cure* yet is he entertained at a continual Feaft; H« Fam 
may be but mean,* yet his Chear, his Joy and Comfort is 
great; and the courfeft Mor&l he eats is far more fevoury to 
him than a)lt the heightened Delicates of rich Oppreflors, 
Whole- Confidences mingle Gall and Wormwood with their 
tnoft pleafani Bits,and knawsand grinds them as they grind 
the Faces of the Poor and needy. And therefore, faith the- 
Wifc Man, Prov. 16. 8. Better is a little with Bighteoufttefiy, 
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than great Revenues without Right. And the Pfalmift, Tfat. 
37.16. A little that a Righteous Man hath, is better than 
the Riches of many Wicked. 


Fourthly , Robbery and Deceit provokes God to cut Men 
offby fome untimely Stroke and immature Judgment j and 
that, either by the hand of Humane Juftice with Shame and 
Reproach, or of Divine Juftice with Wrath and Vengeance: 
For fo we find it threatned, Pfal. 55. 13. Thou , 0 God , fhalt 
bring them down into the Pit of Deft raft ion : Bloody and de¬ 
ceitful Men fhall not live out half their Days. That is» they 
ftiall not lengthen out their Days to that period which the 
courfe and ftrength of Nature might feem to promife them* 
but the Hand of God (hall cut them oft* in the vigour and 
midft of their flouriihing Years. 

But howfoever it may fare with them in this Life; how- 
foever they may efcape the Reproach of Menv and 'the Sword 
of Juftice: Yet, 

Fifthly , They fhall certainly be eternally curled, and e- 
ternally miferable-: Their ill gotten Goods fhall not be able 
to redeem their Souls, or bribe the Juftice of God, or give 
them the leaft Solace and Comfort. And what wretched 
Fools are they, who muft eternally perifh for gaining of 
Things that perifh too; and bring Everlafting Torments up¬ 
on themfelves, for that which before brought them Vexa¬ 
tions and Difquietments, t Corinth. 6 . 10. Nor Thieves , nor 
Covetous , nor Drunkards , nor Revilers , nor Extortioners , 
fhall inherit the Kingdom of God. Where then (hall their 
, Portion be, but in that Lake which buraeth with Fire and 
Brimftone unquenchable? Where the Lord will fpoil their 
vetv Souls, as the Wife Man’s Expreflion is, Prov.x a.asf* 
Rob not the Poor , for the Lord will plead their Caufe , and 
will fpoil the Souls of thofe that/polled them. 
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. And thus you. h*rve feen ^vrha^r wious Ways God hath 
2 threatened that he will punifl^this Sin. 

Before Tcanproceed farther,here are two Queftions to 
be anfwered. 

The firft is, Whether in no cafe it be lawfiit to fteal? 
What if the neceflity be fo urgent, that I muff; certainly pe- 
rilh, or elfe relieve myfelf by this means? 

•I iay we ought not to.do it ,in any Caie|, Spr Theft is in 
itjfelf 4 Sin, and there can be no neceflity to fin: For every 
Man is bound rather to chufe the greateff Eyit of bufferings,' 
than to commit the ieaft Evil of Sin. Indeed fuch Neceflity 
doth fomewhat mitigate the Heinoufnels of the Offence ; 
but that is not at all considerable in the Direction of our 
Practice, finceit continues a Sin ftill, and deferves Etertial 
Damnation. Thq.^ife Man tells us, Frov. 6. 30, ji. Men 
tit not defpifc a TK»fi if he fteal to (atisjfe his Soul when he 
is hungry. But this mull be underftood only comparatively, 
viz. That the Reproach and Infamy which attends fuch an 
one, is not fo great as that of an Adulterer, as it appears 
Verfe \x. As if hefhould fay; to be an Adulterer, is a 
far fouler Reproach than to be a needy Thief. Yet he adds,* 
If he be found , he /hall reft ore feven-fold, he JhaS give all 
the Sulftance of his Moufe: That is, though his Neceflity 
and Hunger may take off fomewhat from the Shame $ yet it 
flail not from the Punifiiment of his Offence ; bu t he flail 
reftore that which he hath Rotten feven-fold.Not that the. 
Reftitution flipiild he feyep times as much as the Theft; for' 
tne utmofi that the Eaw requires Was but'a five-fold Reffituf- 
tion, Exod. xx. i. But as the Word feven-fold is molt fre¬ 
quently ufed in Scripture-to fignifie that .which is compleat 
und perfe#; fo is it here ; he (hall reftore feven-fold ; that 
is, 1 he fhall make a ; full ' arid fatisfaftory Reftitution. Since 
therefore the PuniftirtienF&f Theft lhall nor be relaxed upon 
■ ; • .V.-Ggg •' :• .the 
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die Plea of Indigence and Tfcceflily, it ia appafertt fhftMlfe- 
ceflity cannot juftifie any from the.GuiltoF Theft. Add 5 - 
therefore let your Wants be what they, will, or can be, you- 
ought not to fupply them by any foch wicked and unlawful 
* iz Jee. Courfes, whatever * Aquinas fays to the contrary. -IF God- 
66.Art7. hath.giveo thee Strength and Ability, thou oughteft to /a- 
bour, and W u£e' thipe hoh^ft Ihdufiry to' procure; Necefla- ; 
ries: if not, thou ougHtefl to implore the Charity and ‘ Be- 

« C . t__ VltUQn £*/ *!«>•! 


1 tea! any tmng irom xnem ; .wiuvm -ai«wu 5 « n, ucr uiar ou~ 
perfluity, yet it w not thy Right without their Donation 
And ttes-'fe iiiairfwfir'tb:^ ffirttC$fieftibA.~* ; " 

\ . ' j i‘A r '. I ?.M- Ul.O M VV'ti \ l: \ i 

■’* tli^^etfehd'k WHa.t 'wdihallftkfig; ^'tefyrim$ r {p6U 
Img t h?; Mgyptiatfs- pffch^JeW^v read; 

.Exc^i^-; y' v ; : . '.y y ; 

N 

1 1 anfwer, In.tftis A&on‘there, wasno.T^ 

* Firji\. The Supreme Dominion of alF Thittgs , rs. the- 
Cords, and hie, fatty juffly transfer, the Right and Property 
Aitifio- where he pleafeth. Now they were commanded by ttyr 
dor. 1.3. Cord to fakejhefe Thihg^ of therefore-; 

7 * they were rightfully theif'own, beinglb fay hitn faHb; 
Pp' , hath the Sovereign PoWer of ah' TOn©, both iri r PTeatte 

Or a« 0 J TP- . .v >• ■' f ■ ;*. ; .*r -.>7 ''.'P bn v • ? *.:••."*••> t 

and Earth. , . 


arid Earth. 

>ps»or • 1 . .. . . w . 

CmtoTnoa# tH( Ai yv^iotf V 
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Secondly^ Thefe Things which. tk#y. thus topfc inigte-.hr. 
well confidered iniUeu ot theh WlgfiS*. wWfih wjw; pot giM^ 
them for their long Service in And therefore it 
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was but righteous in God to confign over thefe Riches of 
the Egyptians to the lfraelites, as a reward for their te¬ 
dious Servitude. Now thofe,who by the Command of the Su* 
preme Lord of all, take that which is but a due Reward for 
their Labour, cannot certainly be condemned as guilty of 
Theft. And this (it feems) was * their Plea, when in the #j lin Ger . 
time of Alexander the Great, fomany Ages after the thing fon«»Tai- 
wasdone, the Egyptians fued the Jews by a juridical Pro- ^ Ge1 ' 
cefe, to recover what was taken from them. - Rut, , 

.... , . 

de Hkbraris vaja Attrea Arjrentea. Contra Hebrati mutuas Petitioner inflit it ant alterant cs 
fibi, quotfi eorUndem Patrum Nomine, ex etodem Scriptura Inftrwbento Mercedes, reftstui e* 
fortAe ithus operari* Servitutis, pro Jatefinis dfdtfQis^pro Civitatihh €2 .vtUis adifica- 
tis . Tertull contra Muteion. I t. \ 


Thirdly, I anfwer, This Example i^ extraordinary and 
Special, -and not to be pleaded, or introduced* into Practice.. 
'For certainly it is, that they had a mart- exprefs Command 
from Godto fpoil the /Egyptians } But whofoever OiaU pre- 
tend’any inch Warrant now ^ by revelation dr the,impulfe 
of his private Spirit, may well be cenfuredfor Lntbufrafm, 
and condemned for Robbery. 


And thus I have done with tjit firft ,and greateft kind of 
Theft, taking away what rightfully belongs to another, 
whether God .or Man.. ,c\ * \ ‘ 


.Secondly, Another kind oif Theft is Oppreffion, and urt- 
reafoaable Exadtion j and this efpeciaHy is the Sin of Supe¬ 
riors towards their Inferiors, taking Advantage, either upor* * 
their. Weakne(s,. or their Neceffityj toitnpofe itioft unequal 
Conditions upon them, and fuch as they.cannot bear with¬ 
out their Detriment, or Ruine, contrary to that Law winch 
G*;! 4 gave unto his Peqple, Levit. j 4 - If thou fell ought 
unto Thy Neighbour, or huyefl ought at thy Neighbour's hands i 
yt fhoUnot oppref one another. Thus thole who fet. their Lands 
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to the Sweat and Toil of others at too hard a Rate, fothatr 
the laborious Tenant cannot fubfift by his Induftry; thole 
that let out Money at a biting Irttereft, or rigidly exadt it 
from inefficient Perfons; Great ones, who fright the mea¬ 
ner into difad vantageous Bargains, and force them, through 
Fear, to part with what they enjoy, at an under-price; thefe, 
and other Tike, though they may not be condemned by hu¬ 
mane Laws, \vhich give too much permilfion to Meirto 
make the utmoft Advantageof their own ; yet they are guif- 
ty by the Law of God; and their Sin is no lefs than Oppref- 
lion; which is a Sin nateful both to God and Man. The 
Prophet Micah, Chap.j. l, 3. calls it a plucking off their Skin 
front them, and their Flejh from off their Bones , and chopping 
them in pieces , as for the Pot, and as Flefh for the Cauldron. 
All Unmercifulnefs, and hard Dealings with others^- is 
a kind of Theft; for the Law of Nature, and much mdrethe 
Law of Charity* ■ binds thee fb to deal with others, that they 
may have no Catffe tonompkinofthee to God; and- in the 
Bitterneft of their Spirits' to imprecate his' Wrath and .Ven¬ 
geance upon thee. ' -A !'. ! •• 

Thirdly, Another kind of Theft is detaining from another 
what is his due, either by Equity or Gompa&j And how. ma¬ 
ny are there whefe profufe Riot and Luxury are diaintainecf 
upon the intruded Goods cf others, whdfVther poor Credi¬ 
tor in the mean time hath no other latisfa&ion but good 
Words, and licarce any thing to liveuponbuthis ownTears 
and Sighs t And how many withrhodd die Hire of thir La¬ 
bourer, who, when he hath wearied out himfelf in> their Ser¬ 
vice, is denied that fmall Reward which he requires, for hfe 
neceflary refrefhment i Yea not only denying it,, but evert 
detemng it beyond the time that they can conveniendy be 
without it, is a kind of Theft and Oppreffion* Dent. xa. 14 . 
Thou lhalt not opprefs an hired Servant that is poor and nee* 
dy ; at his Day thou f halt give him his. Hire,. neither Jball 
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the Sun go down upon it: For he is poor^nd fetteth his Heart 
upon it ; left he cry againjl thee unto the Lord , and it he Sin 
unto thee . Yea* in all our Bargains and Agreements,though 
they be never lo much to thine own Prejudice, thou art bound' 
to itand to them, unlels the other will voluntarily releafe 
thee from the Obligation. For this is one of the Characters 
given of a godly Peribn, Pfal. ij.4. He. that fweareth y and 
covenant eth to his own hurt , and ebangeth not ; but upon De¬ 
mand, is ready aind willing to fulfil his Agreement: How 
much more heinous and abominable is it, when they have 
already received die full value of their Compact, unjuftly 
to with-hold what they have agreed to give; which is no 
better than to take their Labour, or their Goods from them 
by Violence and Robbery; yea, and in one refpedfc worfe, 
in as much as it adds Falihoodto Stealth. 

.. Fourthly , Another kind, of Theft is mi buying and felling;, 
and this, is a very large and. voluminous Deceit: For the 
Subtilty of Men hath found cut lb many Artifices to defraud 
and over-readi one another,, that to recount them, is almoft 
as hard as to efcape them. Here come m the falfe Weights, 
and the falfe Meaiures which are an abomination to the Lord. 
Proves. 1. Falfe and counterfeited Wares, over-comment 
ditig, or undervaluing of Goods for advantage; and many 
other unjuft Contrivances, which, Mens Gonlciences can 
bettft iuggeft to them, dian any Difcourfe. The Apoftle 
hathTumciently cautioned and threatned fuch Men. 1 Thef 
4 . 6* Let no .. man go beyond\ or defraud his Brother in any 
jdafter •ybecaufe that the Lard, is the avenger of fuch. Believe it; 
there is.a Day coming when the falfe Weights (hall be them- 
felves w eigliea^uid the fcanty Meafures meafured,byaSrandard 
that is infallibly true. Poffibly thou maift deal fo cunningly, 
that thofe whom thou ov.er-reacheft can have no advantage 
agftifift thee, nor right themfelves by Law: But re mender 
that the great judgp will avenge them upon thee at the laft 

‘ " day.. 
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day. Then all Accounts (hall be balanced , and lo much 
foundreftingdue, which thouihaltcertainly pay; though 
not to thofe whom thou haft wronged; yet to the Juftice 
of God, who h the great and univerfel Creditor. 


There are likewife many other lands of Theft; as Pro¬ 
digality in wafting what mould fatisfie the juft demands of 
others j taking of Wages and Reward for what we do not 
endeavour confciencioufly to perform; felling that which 
we have no rightto difpofe of, or things which ought not to 
he fold ; taking Bribes for Juftice, or Rewards for Injuftice. 
But l fliall not particularly mhft upon thefe, and many others 
that might be-mentioned. 

And thus we have feen what the Negative Part of this 
Precept is. 

But becaufe every Negative implies in it a Pofitive, let us 
fee what is the Duty required from us. Ahd that is two¬ 
fold. 

Fir ft y That every one of u$ fhould have fome Calling, 

Secondly y That all of us fhould be contented in that State 
and Condition of Life, wherein the Divine Providence hath 
fetus. ‘ 

F'trfty Thou (halt not fteal; therefore every Man ought to 
have a Calling, whereon he may comfortably rabfift, and by 
his Labour and Induftry may provide at leaft Neccflaries for 
himfelf and Family : For he that provideth not for his Fami¬ 
ly t hath dented the Faith , (faith the Apoftle, ) and is voorfe 
than an Infidel : Some there are who live witnout any Cal¬ 
ling at all; fiich are like idle Drones, that confume the La¬ 
bours of others , lazy Vagabonds, to whom the greateft 
Charity would be Corre&ion; who only ferve to devour 
mifplaced Alms; and defraud the truly poor of their Relief: 
Yea, if Idhould tank with thefe a company of faperfluous, 

debauch'd 
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debauch’d Gentlemen, ! think I fhoulddo them no great In¬ 
jury; fiich, I mean, who are neither ferviceable to God, 
nor. their Country , who have nothing of true Worth and 
Gentility: in them; but are a Company of Jeudand defpe- 
rate Roy den, the mpft unprofitable Members in the Com¬ 
monwealth, and good for nothing bht to kill anddedroy 
one another in their drunken Quarrels.' I know there is no 
neceflity for Manual Employment and Labour to thofe whom 
God hath liberally endowed with his earthly Bleflings; but 
yet they may. have a Calling, and within their own Sphere 
may find Employment enough to take up their Time and 
Thoughts ; and foek as may make them the mod beneficial - 
Men on Earth, and truly honoured and loved by others. 1 
for by their Authority, their Example, the Amplenefs of 
their JDemefnes and Revenues, and the Dependence that' 
^others Ixive upon them* they may . be as influential to pro¬ 
motes Goodnefs and Vert^e, as too commonly they are to 
promote Vice and VHlany; and to. fuch truly | generous 
Spirits, who intend to be fo employed, let me commend the 
careful perufel of an excellent Treatife dire&ed unto them; 
Entityfod, The Gentleman % Cadihg, Cut yet withalyif they 
Jhonld condefcend to fame dated Vocation, jpyl Gburie of 
jiife, it-.wpuld beno .difparagemenfc to their Gemilky; for 
Certainly Ad*M , was as much a Gentleman, and had as large 
Demefngsasany of them; and yet God thought fit to place 
him iais^j that he might dyed and ;keep the Garden: 

n \:o*- -, rr \ • : : . 

l.fO r ;Qut sw fome have no Employment; fo* 

Others hfttfe an unlawful Employment•: Such 
whofe only Work it is. to indru&' Vice-, and excite Men ;to it." 
And; how many foeh are there, who live by the provoking: 
and eftCQuraging the Wicbednefs of others ;-and continually - - 
snake ufo of aU. the; Allurements that mifthtjemacet^sto . ' :V 
Evil,, and recommend. D^ikdwty^rdrtftith^Fancyi ando : 
thento Wiltand:Affe«dions;': v- ;n ; : 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Others have indeedan hoaeft^nd a lawful Cal¬ 
ling^; bat they are negligent and flothful in it. Now Sloth 
tendeth to Poverty. Prov. 6 . 10, xi. Yet a little Sleeps a lit* 
tie Slimier, a little folding of the Hands to Sleep : So fbad 
thy Poverty come as one that tra veSeth ; drawing nearer and 
nearer to thee by foft and filent degrees; and thy want 
as an armed Man j who, though his Pace be (low, by realon 
of the weight of his Armour, yet his Allaults are more 
irreftflible and definitive. And Poverty tempts to 
Theft. Prov. 30. 9. Left I am poor, andfleal. And there¬ 
fore this Command Which foroids Theft , ( ri(toft by con* 
fequence enjoin Labour and fnduftry in thrift lawful Cal¬ 
lings wherein the Dime Providence hath fet us ; according 
to that of the Apoflle, Eph. 4. x8i Let him that ftole fteal no 
more; but rather let-him labour, working with his hands the 
thing that is good, that he may have to give to him that nee- 
deth j and fobyhis Induftry, of a Thief become a Beno- 

* Difcon- fadbor and Alms-giver, 
tent and ... . 

nett are Secondly , It requires us to be contented with that Portion 

tl F u°i* Comforts which our heavenly'Father allots un- 

juftke He us. Heb. i J« y. Be tontent with th >fe things ye have. And 

thatthinki certainly he tliat is not- content with what Goa allows him, 
, lies under a grievous Temptation, by fraudulent and unjufl 
tothe Courfes to carve out his own Condition to himfelf, and to 
hath not invade the Rights and Properties of others*: Let us therefore 
check this repining Temper betimes, and not think that we 
then, win have too little, arid othes too much ; but whichever God 
be apt ei- affordeth us, let us account it fnfficiertt Provifion, and a, 
Child’s Portion; and although it be but Foodahd Rayment, 
violence neither the raott delicate, nor the mod (umptuous ; vet ha* 
to inereafe Tjing i pooA and Rayment , let us be therttoith contented; ns 
by the Apoflle cohorts Us, t Tim.S.S. Let uslook upon all other 
ing of o- Things** fiaperfluOus, or indifferent; and not murmur, al- 
ther*. though we fhould never obtain them: For whatfoever is 
’ * need/hl 
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toothy Suhfiftehae *• God’s ProvjdeiicieaiidjBIeffiog v 
upon thy Induftry, will furniih thee withit; and wH^tisrtop 
needful to this, is not wdrth thy Envy and Repining 


r..i - 


- T "MR dnly'ftbjkwt'a 5 Word Or ^wo ; uqtpitbqfe who^are 
tonffcifil to theftudves thatthey have wronged others qf 
what Was their due* and either wjth-ljeid., or taken from, 
what by Law and Equity ibelongcdtp them j Let fueh know 
that they* are:hound: to; make them g J perie& and plenary 
fitkfa&fei^ bymakiiffiaa»eht^ean4:^jfe .t#^tidri, 
the ThPrig they iuvc ftolicri or pm-bippi,!, he ftill extant,an^ 
in theff'hand ^or if not, thbn by ma&flg 3 full and fatisfa&o- 
ry compenfafidn.: Yea, be: tho thing: great or fnjall, more 
or left, though it fhould feeraingly tend to the lols of thy 
Credit, by acknowledging fiich, a : Wrong; or vifiblyjend 
to thy irtipoverifhkig! or undoing to reftore it ; yet notwith- 
Ihanding, thou artbound to reftore every Farthing of what 
thou haft wronged and defrauded thy Brother. Nor is it 
enough to confefc the Sin before God, and to beg Pardon at Si res alt* 
his Wands; Ibut thou mnft like(wijfc^^«nto.^ f what !£££, 
is hi5due,ittnd y hat thou unjuftly keepjslf worn hjm ; :,whe- peccasum 
therit be his by thy Promile, or by hM<^n|prmer P)«flel 2 on, : eddi 

as ever thou hopeft to obtain Pardon for thy Sin from the 
Mercy of God;' jat^.*asdd' l>Q«|f^rJ^c^rifeto^he ve- «•, pm- 

xy utmoft of thy Power to make him recompence Tor all te ”/ ia u ^. 
the dammage which he hath in the mean time fuftained by JEJK, 
thy unjuft with-holding his Right and Due from him J OF non remit- 
elfe thou (halt never obtain Pardon and Remiflion for thy 
Guilt. And the Reafon is, becaufe as long as you detain rejhtua- 
what is another’s, lb long you continue in the commiflion of tur a bu- 
4hefa«ne Sin j for unjuft Pofleflion is a continued and prolon- 
ged Theft: And certainly Repentance can never be true nor Macedni- 
fincere, while we continue in the Sin of which we feem to *“• S4- 

H h h repent; 
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TTCT^beigraijtedtltefe.• J ' ;( ‘ ■ 1 ■;■' </ / 7 /i ' 

Rut von will fty. What if thofe whom we have wronged 
befince dead > l^eaBWeKtotiQnW itatln'Wtotheair 

I anfwer • In this Q*,*d»»W bowidnamalfe i t* their 
Children, or their near Retouond, » Mwt» M 
Wed, Aat what then hall wrongtaUy demined. wouldW 
defended, and been toft tg-rtem amf df!«M* of theft ma 
. _iu!Lj nM nd W ^ whom/of Tieht 1 it:roa&y;W©ngy dten- 


■God’s Rieht takes plice, ^ 

etor of aU tJritigs. AndtRtm'Otfghfidft,,! befides- «hc^ -art 

obliged to give of ft&ie own* t® beft»™ ** ** 

-fwirv and PietVt fef it fs thed jefcbeated 60 kwn: Yet 
withalf rhou haft greatteafon to bewail that thfl* haft fo 
•tong deferred^ 1111 

' This pdfflbly foiy’feeiaatt hard ELeiroh? -and dowbtlefc it 
is loin aWorld fo foil of R^iiroandlnjttfttce^butyct as 
liard as it is, the is the Rail© ofChnftanity ; this* *he*^ 
■flexible law ofjufti^; tb* yonili^ «jd d# 

without all hbpes of pwden* by' con^mwig ifl« 

yoor teitt^^i I r» ^ <1-: i 

* ■* ■' . ‘ ' I !■ •: r *-i i .u •'*» ••;: m r. ; \ ^ 

And thus mu<ft 'for this Bigfo& r O)iiiuiandi»eitf* 

'• . i.-u’. r '.’:u i.t -yyir/j v ’• lo f. :>;'•■•>: 

_ • .. i . ■ _r. . i a a. . ■ i .. __ •_ _ 
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THE NINTH 

M MAN D MEN 



«* « , ; x 

Xbontyaltnot bear falfeUfilitneis agautfl 



T H E former Commandment provided for the Security 
of everyMan’s Property,,that they may- fufier, no 
Wrong nor Detriment in their Gdodsfl Thiswhich I have 
now read unto you, provideS -far rthe prefervatfoo of 
their good Name, which is .* moth dearer PofJefiion -; - For, 
A gmd Name, faith the Wife Man, Prey. 3 % i. k rather te 
be cbofetr than great Riches. And therefore it ought to be 
icept by us, although not delicately and nicely ; yet tender¬ 
ly, and with refpoEL' Whofo contemns. Fame, will foon 
proftitute Vertue; and thofe who jcare not what others jay, 
will fhortly arrive to that Impudence of finning, as not to 
care what they themfelves do. Indeed a good Name is fo 
excellent a Bkfling, that there is but. one thing to be pre¬ 
ferred before it, and that is a good Conference; whert thefe 
two Hand in .competition, Credit muft give place to Duty • 
and in this Cafe, it is far better to iofe our Repute with Men, 
than our Acceptance and Reward with God." It oftentimes fo 
happens, through the Ignorance and general Corruption of 
Mankind, that what is honeft, and pure* and juft, are not 
yet of good Report atriongft them. Piety is but Affe&atij 4 
on; Stri&nefs of Life a peevifh HypacriCe ; the Croft a 

H h h a Scandal; 
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Scandal; Chrift himfelf a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Publi¬ 
cans and Sinners , his Do&rine Hereftet and-his Miracles 
Impoftures: And if thou lighted upon anyfuch /reward and 
perverfe Cenfurers, as too many fuch there are in all Ages, 
who think it ft range y as the Apoftle fpea^cs, that ye run not 
with them into the fame excefi of Riot ; freaking evil of yon j 
feeknotby any bafe and firijuj coppliaqpe tp/edeem their 
good opinion / but rather glory in .the Tedirnoriylof^t^eir 
Railing, and account all their reviling Speeches to be bur 
i’o many Votes for y our Bleflednefs. Mat. 5. 11. BleffeJ arc ye 
when Men /hall revileyoujinft ferfecuieyonl an ft/peak f 'aftman¬ 
ner of evil againftypefafyifaywfrhet Never covet a good 
Name by bad AdHons: Fcrf what Will all the concurring. 
Applaufe of the whole World fignifie unto thee, if yet thy 
Conscience condemn theerlouderthan they can extol tiige i 
This is but to haye Mnfick .at the Door, Whcm aH the while 
therefoChidirtg &' Brawling withinitis far better that otheVs 
fhouldwburid thy Credit,tb*n thop thy ConfeiencfeThat is a 
Wound whichwirTonjguea caa never hckwhdle again'. AH 
the Reputation thy Popular .Sinning can taring, thee,'will be 
. .but like hanging Bells at anHoriea Ears; when- all the while 
'his'Back isgail’dwith his Burthen Whatever will be. a 

Chridian, mad refolve to go thronghbed Report; las well 
as good ; hefhould deficenheone, bticnotanxioufly refafe 
the other. And if any will befpatterhim, let him be care* 
ful that it be only with their own Dirt, and hot with his; 
-with their own Malice; and not his MifcaiJriagcs; And 
whildhe thus keeps his Confcienee dear, ho may be aillu- 
red that his Credit ihall be cleared up at that day,i when ali 
their unjud Reproaches ihall but add a Grown and Diadem 
of Glory to his Head. ,, , 

But where a good Name is confident with a goodGonfci- 
ence, we ought to prize and value it as. one of* the ctioifeft 
of Qo&Rledings in this World, and to ufeall lawful Means 
to prefer ve it: For, 

FirA 
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. Firft, This will render a Man moreferviceaWe to God j 
tod the Utter Inftruraent to promote his Honour and Glory 
in the World. And therefore the Wife Man, £cclef. 7. r. 
compares a good Name to precious Ointment ; and in the 
Companion gives it the preference; for as precious Ointment 
difiufeth its fragrancy through the Room where it is poured 
forth, and a Reds all that are in it with its delightful Scent $ 
fo do Men’s Gifts,when they.are perfum’d with a good Name, 
delight and attrad others, and by a fweet and powerful 
Charm allure them to imitate and pradife thofe Vertues 
which they fee lb recommendable. And therefore we find 
it the Ap°ftle’s Care; x Cor. 6. y to give no offence in any 
thing, that the Minijiry might not he blamed. Though it be 
our great Foily to eftimate Men s Counfels by their own Pra- 
dice; fence a difeafed Phyfician may prefcribe a wholefome 
Medicine; . yet foit comes to pals, whether through the 
Curfe q( God, or the Prejudice of Men, that thofe who 
hav£ loft their Credit, have, together with it, loft all oppor¬ 
tunity?,^nd advantages of doing good in the World 1 tec 
their Parts be never lo,flourilhing, . and their Gifts never fo 
eminent,,yet if once this dead Fly be gotten intathisBox 
of Ointment, it will corrupt it* and.render- it ; mpfeveury tf% 
all. Ajnd thei.Devil hath no fach.policy .fo, m^ke the 
Gifts of thofe whom he fears might, fh^ke his^ngjfomun* 
ufeful, as either to tempt them to the commi/lion of feme 
infamous and fcandalous Sin; er to tempt others faifly toca- 
fem^niate ,, and, report fuch profligate Crimes concerning 
them : For then he .knowsfuchan one. is diiarmed, and made 
unferyiceable ; and if he can but once blaft die Reaves, the 
Fruit will feldom come to any maturity and perfedion. And 
therefore as you delire to be lerviceable to God in promoting 
his Glory ; and to the World, in promoting their Good and 
benefit; which is the great End of our Being, and. the only 
thing worth living for; fo endeavour by all wife andhoneft 
Means, to. keep up your good Name. Be good, and; appear. 

to> 
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•tobefo.’ Let ymir Light fo fhrne lefere Men, that they fee¬ 
ing yeur' good Works, way glorifie your Father which is m 
Heaven , Matth. 5. 16. 

Secondly, A good Name, as itgives us Advantage of doing 
6ood toothers, -fo it lays an Obligation upon us of being 
good our felves: For if the World be fo kindly miflaken, as 
co report welt of us without any Defert, yet this cannot but 
'work upon us, if we have any Ingenuity, and ingage us to 
deferve it; fo happily turn that which was Praife into Mo¬ 
tive. Or if they give us but our due Commendation, and 
our Veftue juftly challengeth this Fame; yet ftill it'Will en¬ 
gage us to do Things worthy our felves, and worthy that 
common Eftimate that Men put upon us, that we may not 
kill Ihort of what we have been, or what they ftill repute us * 
to be. This is a laudable Ambition, which feeks by Yer- 
tue to maintain that Credit, which by Vertue we have ao 
quired. And doubdefs when other Aiguments have been 
baffled by a Temptation, this hath been a Sheet Anchor to 
the Soul, and'hath often held it in the greateft-Storms, 
when the Wind and Waves have beat moft furioully againft 
it. ' Should I consent to this Sin, What a Blot and Diflionoijr 
fhbukf I getMb my felf! How fhouid I- tfe able to look good 
MenIrt tbe Face again !• Would not this "Sn brand me for 
an Hypocrite in theirEfteem ? Would they ever look upon 
me, or receive me with Affedion after this Fallf Should I 
not carry the Di%raoe, and Scat of this Wound vifibly upon 
me to my Grave ? No , one Sin fhall never mine all the 
Goinfort, and all the Repute of fo many Years Piety : And 
I who have been fo long noted and exemplary for Holinefs, 
Will not by this one Fad: make my felf a worn to the Wicked, 
and a fhatne to the Godly; and by thofe Confiderations, 
he rejeds a Temptation, that perhaps ran down afl other 
Considerations before it. But how, a Man of a loft and 
defpeface Credit , fins impudently, without any foch Re¬ 
straint 
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ftmtotiipon hiiii:! He t hints it is butinvun ior him msb- 
(lain from any Wickednefs; for whether he doth, or not. 
People will Aiil believe 'hint guilty; His credit is fo disfigu¬ 
red, pnd his Name fo infamous, chat he thinks he cannot 
be worfe than he is already reported ; jtad Jfo cubs his Fore- 
htad^ and ourfacecb Cenfure, and With a brazen: Impudence 
Cases not how wicked he is, oor how many knew him to be 
fo. 


Thus you have foen how cautious we ought fo be in; 
fawntnim ag ourowo good Blame. 

• ' I 


tBirt^thb Command requires us alfo to,prelerve rfieiKepute,. 
and good Name of others;: as wed as our own. And k 
forbids, .... 

; ^ec<>W^, Detra<&oi»HMSlantler:- . ! r \ : 

- thirdiyy 'Bafo ]S®odri«g,ja<nd umwtotthy Flattery. 

• ■ ' ' ‘ (| . ’ - • ' 

Firft, This ComrAandi prcfhihitsL'yiog. A Sin, that com 5 ' 
,U<reh|esads'under trihttftcc^ IPfooept ;■ Jtor 

ISlantKikiaidTFiattdr^ arefcotkofithmrilAe^diffaierit phfy in 
(Manner ; r- . \ <_ : f 

- £ .-. r r i ^ , ■ .t 


' ■ ■ ftfkho&it is a-Sin large and compreheofive in; itf Naturd;: 
font is genera l and wiwerfai hr its :Fna<ftice ^ Wiei. dray wdl' 
oompliiinuuitia^he Fiohyi Prophet; .That' Tr.utk ih \ fcrijhbd 
fvm jh'e Earth. ■;':y. M. v +Volunt» 

, ' • v ’^ • • • - H •" : 'Vr ) • riaFalfi 

.... 'Here! ftralbfifft: fheWi^u what a 'Lie isdad fhm the 
Heinoulhefscand. Aggravation of this common 5im j! cruft? 

- A Lie, according to Si: 

4-ttSuutaiyij|peal«ig^jf aa Untruth* nridi ^imedt todo-I44 

* ceive,. 
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-ceive. And therefore in a Liethere muftbe thefe Threein* 

£redients. • 

- Firfty Theremuftbe the fpeaking of an Untruth. 

Secondly, It muft be known to us to be an Untruth) and 
a Falfnood. And, 

.. Thirdlyjx. multbe with a Will and Intent to deceive him 
to whom we fpeakit, and to lead him into Errour. And, 
therefore. 


Firjl, Parables, and Figurative Speeches are no Lies i For 
neither as to the drift and fcope of them, are they Falfhoods ; 
nor yet are they fpoken with an intent to deceive, but rather 
toinftruft the Heaters') and fo? have neither the Matter, Cor 
the Form of a Lie. The Scripture abounds with thefe Tro» 
pical Expreflions, which, although in the proper (ignification 
of the Words, they cannot be verified of the Things to 
which they are applied ; yet do very fully agree to than in 
their figurative and transferred Senfe t Thus Jothanfs Para¬ 
ble of Trees chafing <tban a King, waS aptly accdmmoda- 
ted to that Senfe which he meant, ana which thofe that 
heard him, well enough hnderflood. And thus our Saviour 
Chrifl calls himfelf a Door ; fignifying by that Metaphor, 
that by him alone wemrift entier •into Heaveh aod-Eternal 
Life: A Vine ; fignifying, that without our' Inciffon into 
him, and fpiritual Union unto him, whereby we derive Grace 
from his Plenitude and Fulnefs of Grace; as the Breathes do 
.Sap and Juice -from the Stock, we (hail be caff outas wi- 
thered and fruitkfeBranches, fit for nothing but to be bur¬ 
ned. Innumerable other Metaphors are every where difperfed 
up and down in the Scriptures. And befides Metaphors , 
the Scripture ufeth Hyperbolies. I. (ball only iriftance in that 
famous one, Jobnvt.nlt. Many otberthings Jefus did; which 
if they fbould be written everyone , I fuppofe that even the 
fVorid itfclf conldkot contain the Books that fbopldbe writ-' 
. tem * This.high EtprelUonthc Evapgelift ufeth only to ex- 

. aggerate 
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aggerate the Number of the Miracles and remarkablo Paf- 
fages of our Saviour’s Life j and to fignifie to us, that he dicj 
very ihany other things,, which are not upon Record. 

And iometimes the Scripture ufeth Ironical Tauats.Tlius 
in that hitter Sarcafm of Elijah to the Prieftsof Baal, i King. 

18 . 27 . He mock'd them y and Jaid , Cry aloud ; for he is a 
God. Which kinds of Ironical Speeches are fo far from be¬ 
ing intended to create Errour it! the Minds of Men, or to 
confirm them in it, that they are fpoken on purpofe to con¬ 
vince them of their Errours, and to make them appear to be. 1 
fhameful and ridiculous ; and therefore arc no Lies. 

But here we mult take this Caution j That in ufing fijch. 
Figurative Speeches, we ought fo.fb.circumftanhate them, 
that the Hearers may eafily perceive the Drift and Scope'of 
eur Difcourfes ; or at leaft may. be allured that we intend, 
fbme other meaning by them, than what the Words do pro¬ 
perly, and in themfelves bear. Otherwife, though it may 
not be a Lie in us, yet it may be an oocafion of Errour and 
Miftakein them. 


Secondly , Every Fallhood is not a Lie ; for though it hath 
the Matter, yet it may want the Form and Complement 
to make it luch : For many times Men do fpeak ana report ’ 
that which is not true, which yet they themfelves dobelieve 
to be true; and fo are rather deceived, than Deceivers; and * v,r ^ 
perhaps are far from any intention of impofing upon the Cre- 
dulity of others*. Such an one is hot fo much to he accu* bet 
fed of Lying, as of Folly and Ralhnefs, in reporting that fof‘^* M *' ai 
Truth, the Certainty of which is not clear and evident unto -£j 

him. “ ' tntndaci- 

v . '■ um die atm 


* Thiirdiyi A Man may Ipeak that whichis true, acid yet 
aXiaj info doing: As in thefe two Gifes: , " ' !GeiLn«*st 

lii 1. When 
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%. When we report that to be a Truth, which, although 
it be fo, yet we believe it to be a Falihpod, and report it 
with an intent to deceive thofe that hear us: Or , 
a.When we report the Figurative Words of another,leaving, 
out thofe Circumftances which might make them appear to 
be Figurative. And therefore, Matth. z 6 . 60. They are cal¬ 
led fa//* fVitnefes, which came in againft Chrift, and tefti- 
fied, that he laid, he was able to dtftroy tlx Temple of God, 
and to build it in three days. In which, though there were 
many Falfifications of the Words of our Saviour j yet had 
they reported the vfery Words that he fpake, they had ne- 
verthelefs been falfe Witnefles; becaufe by their Teftimony 
they wrefted them to another Senfe than what Chrift inten¬ 
ded by them j for certainly he is a Liar,- who reports my 
Words with a purpofe to beget a wrong Cohftrudion of 
them, as much as he who reports me to nave fpoken what 
I never laid, 

1 Fourthly, It is no Life to conceal part of thfe'Tmh, when' 
it not expedientor neceflary to be known. Thus, i Sam.i 6 . 
x. God himfeif inftru&s Samuel, when he font him to anoint 
David King over lfrael, that he fliould anfweri he came to fa- 
crifice unto the Lord $ which, was'Truth, and one End of 
his going into Bethlehem, though he had alfo another ; which, 
he prudently concealed. 


Fifthly , A Man may ad contrary, to wha,t he before faid, 
if .the Circumftances of the Thing be altered, 'withdot being 
guilty of Lying. We have- frequent Example of this id the 
Scripture. Thus, Gen. 19 . i. The Angels tell Lot, that 
they would not come into his Houfe ; but would abide in the 
Street all' night j yet upon his Importunity and earned In- 
, treaties,' they went in with him. And thus St. Ttler, whji 
fome heat and vehemency of his Humility, refufed that 
Chrift lhould walh his Feet. John 1 3. 3. Thou Jhalt never 

“ * wafb 
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M>afb my Feet : But when he was intruded in th* fig- 
si ficancy of this Condefcenfion of ourSavipur, not only 
permits, but intreats him to do it. So likqwile in all things 
of fuch a nature, we may lawfully change our Words, upon 
the change of our Minds; and upon the inducement of 
feme CirCumftances that were not known or confidered by 
us, wemay without the imputation of Lying, do otherwise 
than we before refojved and declared: But this mult be Med- 
fully cautioned: 

Firft , That the Adions be not fuch as we are bound to 
perform by Divine Precept, Nor, 

Secondly , Such as we have bound our felves unto by the 
voluntary Obligation of a Vow made unto, GotJ. ; Nor, > 
Thirdly , Such as our not doing them, or doing otherwife 
than we have promifed, lhould be hurtful or prejudicial un¬ 
to others : For if I have promifed another that which is bo* 
neficial unto him, however I may change my Opinion ; yet 
I mull not change my Purpofe, but unlels he will relealc 
me, or hath forfeited the Benefit of my Proraife, by foiling 
in the Conditions of it, I Band engaged to perform what I 
have plighted unto him. 


And thus you fee what a Lie is, and what is not a Lie : 
The Summ of all I lhall contra# into this Defcriptiott of it 
A Lie is a Falfhood, either real, or fuppofed fo by us, fpo- 
ken purpofely, and with an intention to deceive another. 
And therefore neither Falfhoods, nor thought to be lo, dor 
Figurative Speeches, nor Truth partly concealed, nor the 
change of our Mind and Purpofes, upon the changing and 
alteration of Circumftances, can be chargeable with thac 
fcul and fcandaJous Sin of Lying. 

Now Lies are uiually diftinguifhed into Three Kinds: 

The Jocular, 

Officious, and, .. 

Pernicious Lie. 

Hii Firft ,, 
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■ Firft, There is a Jocular Lie.; a Lie framed 1 to excite Mirth 
and l46ghter , and deceive the Hearer, only to.pleafeand 
•divert him. This, though it may feem v^y J turrmlefs, to 
' deceive Men into Mirth and Recreation ; yet Truth is fuch 
an awful and fevere thing, that it ought not to be contra- 
didled; no, not in Jell: And God reckons it up as a Sin, 
: againft the Ifraelhes, Hofea 7,3. That they made the King 
and Princes glad, or merry, with their Lief. 

Secondly, There is an officious Lie; which is told for ano¬ 
ther’s Benefit and Advantage ; and Teems to make an abua- 
-dant Compenfetion for its FaKliood, by itsUfeand Profit t 
But yet neither* can this exeufe it front being a Sin; for fince 
a Lie is intrinlically evil in it felf, let die Advantage that 
accrues by it, be never To great, we ought not to fhelter 
-either our felves, or others under that rotten Refuge. That 
■Hated Maxim holds univeffally true in all Cafes, We ought 
not to do evil, ' that good may come thereof. And therefore, 
although thine own Life, or thy Neighbours depends upon 
it; yea, put cafe it were not only to fave his Life, but to fave 
his Soul, couldll thou by this means molt eminendy ad¬ 
vance the Glory of God, or the general Good and Welfare of 
the Church; yet thou oughteft not to tell the lead Lie to 
promote thefe great and blefied Ends. This the Apoftletakes 
for granted, Rom. 3.7. Which Place, becaufe it may Teem at 
firft glance, fomewhat obfeure, I fliall briefly expound unto 
yOu. - If the Truth of God hath more abounded through my. 
Lie unto his Glory, why yet am ialfo judged as a Sinner ? Tire 
Words, as they lye, feem to be favourable to fuch a benefi¬ 
cial Lie : But if we confider the Scope and Drift of them, 
we fliall fee that they clearly condemn it. For the Apoftle 
had in the foregoing Verfes taught, that the Unrighteoufnefs 
and Sms of Men did oceafionally conduce to the Manifefta- 
tion of the Juft ice and Veracity of God, in fulfilling his 
Threatnings upon them j againft this Pofition, he raifeth an 

; Objedhon; 


Digitized by VjOOQLC 



tfte /Btntt) Cominantutunr. 

Objection : Verfe If the Unrighteoufnels of Men'com- 
. mend, and illuftrate the Righteoufnefs of God; How then 
t .can God be juft, in taking Vengeance on thofe Sins by which 
; he is glorified ? To this the Apoftle anfwers twt> Ways.’ : 

Fir ft. He abhors the Confequence, Verfe 6 . God for hid, 
tliat we fhould think him unjuft, becaufe he punifheththofe 
Sins, which accidentally ferve for the Manifcftation of his 
/Glory. For if God were unjuft, ho w then ihould he judge 
the World. 

Secondly , He anfwers by putting a like Cafe, and giving* 
like Inftance, Ferje 7. If the Truth of God hath more aboun¬ 
ded through my Lie, why yet am I judged as a Sinner ? As 
if he (hould fay ; by the like Reafon, as you infer, that it 
would be unrighteous in God to punilh thofe, who are the 
occafion of fo much Glory to him through their Sins ; by 
the like I might inter, that if by my Lie l might glorifie 
God, I were not to be accounted a Sinner for Lying. But 
this, faith he, Verfe 8. is a moft wicked Confequence, and 
fuch as would jufttfie the Slanders of thofe, who report that 
we affirm it lawful, To do Evil that Good may come, vohofe. 
Damnation is juft : That is, it is juft with God to damn 
thofe, who flander us with fuch a grofs Untruth; and it is 
juft with God to damn thole, who hold fo wicked and de- 
. flru&ive a Do&rine. So that you fee nothing could he 
more exprefly fpoken againft thefe officious Lies, than what 
the Apoftle here produceth in this Place. He aflerts in the 
general. That wemuftnot do Evil that Good may come 
thereof; and heinftanceth in particular, that we muft rn.lt 
lie, although the Glory of God may be promoted by it. 

Thirdly, There is a malicious and pernicious Lie, a Lie 
devifed on purpofe for the Hurt and Dammage of my Neigh¬ 
bour j which is the worft, and the moft heinous fort of all, 

anti 
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and hath nothing that might excufe or exten uate it. ft 
fhews an Heart brim-full of the Bitternefs of Malice, when 
this PafTion works out at the Mouth in flanderous Reports,' 
and falfe Accufations. All Lies are in themfelves {inful j 
but this the vileft, and mod abominable of all. 

Now for the Aggravations of this Sin, Confider, 

Firfi y It is a Sin that makes you moft like unto the DeviL 
The Devil is a Spirit, and therefore grols carnal Sins cannot 
correfpond unto his Nature: His Sins are more refin’d, and 
intelle&ual; fuch as are Pride, and Malice, Deceit, and 
Falihood. &ohn 8.44. He is a Liar> and the Father of it. 
And the more of Malice goes into the Compofition of any 
Lie, the more nearly it refembles him. This is the Firft- 
born of the Devil ; the beginning of his Strength; for by 
Lies he prevailed over wretched Man ; and therefore is his 
Darling and Beloved Sin, and the greateft Infirument of pro¬ 
moting his Kingdom. ’Tis that which, in his own Mouth, 
ruined all Mankind in the Grofc j when he falfly fuggefted 
to oiir firft Parents, that they fliould be as Gods, and that 
which he Bill puts into the Hearts and Mouths of others, to 
ruine and deftroy their Souls, and the Souls of others, Ads 
5. 3. Why hath Satan filled thine Heart to lie unto the Holy 
Gboft ? When he fpeaketh a Lie % he fpeaketh of bis own , 
faith our Saviour: And certainly when we fpeak a Lie, we 
repeat only what he prompts and di&ate$ to us. Thou ne¬ 
ver lieft, but thou fpeakeft aloud what the Devil whifpered 
ioftly to thee. The Old Serpent lies folded round in thy 
•Heart, and we may hear him hiding in thy Voice: And 
therefore when God fummoned all his Heavenly Attendance 
about him; and demanded who would perliiade Abah to go 
up, and fall at Ramotb-Gilead, an Evil Spirit, that had crow¬ 
ded in amongft them, Reps forth, and undertakes the Of* 
fice, as his moft natural Employment, and that wherein he 

moft 
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moft of all delighted, i Kings zz. iz. I will go forth , 
he a lying Spirit in the Mouth of all his Prophets. Every 
Lie them tel left , consider that the Devil fits upon thy 
Tongue, breaths Falihood into thine Heart, and forms the 
Words and Accents into Deceit. 


Secondly, Confider, That it is a Sin moft contrary to the 
Nature of God, who is Truth it felfj a Sift that he hates 
and abominates. Prov. 6 . 17. Tbefe fix things doth the 
Lord hate ; yea, /even are an abomination tint 0 him ; a proud 
Lo ok, a lying; Tongue, &c. And, Prov. 12. 32. Lying Lips- 
are an abomination unto the Lord. And therefore we have 
■ fo many exprefc Commands given us againft this Sin. Lev.. 
19 . 11 . Te JhaO not deal faljly , nor lie one to another. Col. 
3 , 9 , Lie not one to another. Eph. 4. 25:. Wherefore putting, 
away Lying fpeak every Man Truth to his Neighbour. 

Thirdly , Confider, That it is a Sin that gives in a fearfuf 
Evidence againft us, that we belong to the Devil, and are 
His Children: For he is the Father of Lies, and of Liars 
God s Children wilf imitate their heavenly Father in hisr 
Truth and Veracity. And it is aVery,<»bfervable Place, Jfa~ 
63.8. Surely, laith God, they are my People, Children that 
wall not lie ; Jo he was their Saviour.. 


Fourthly, Confider, how dread fufly God hath threatned if 
with eternal Death ; fcarce any one Sin more exprefty and! 
particularly. Revi zi . ult. Withouteven in outer durkoeft, 
are Dogs, and Murtloertrs , and Idolaters ,, and whatfpever 
Japorh, or maketh a Lie. 


.' Fifthly : y A Lie fhewetha moft degeoerousi and coward ly 
Fear of Men, and a moft daring.Contempt of the greatGod. 
Whldiibever lies, doth it oat oi a bafe and lordid fear, left- 
Lome Evil and Inconveniency ihould come unto him by do* 
it daring, 
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daring the Truth. And this Montaigne, in his Effays, give® 
astheReafon why the Imputation of Lying is the moft re¬ 
proachful fgnominy that one Man can lay upon another; and 
that which moft paflionately moves them to Revenge; be*- 
caute, faith he, to Jay a Man Ireth , is to fay, that he a auda - 
xious towards Cod, and a Coward towards Men. 

Sixthly , Mankind generally accounts it the moft infamous 
and reproachful Sin of all others: A Liar Iofeth all Credit 
and Reputation amongft Men ; and he who hath made him* 
felf fcandalous by Lying, is not believed when he (peaks 
Truth. Yea, it is fo odious and foul a Sin, that we nnd it 
generally efteemed worfe than any other Sin; and the avoi¬ 
ding of this, thought a good Excufe for the commiftion of 
others: For when Men are moved with fome violent Pallion, 
they oftentimes refolve to do fuch things, which, when their 
Pallion is allayed, they muft look upon as grievous Sins ; 
yet rather thanbefalie to their Word, and fo cenfured for 
Lying, they will venture to perpetrate. Thus Herod, for 
his Oath’s hike, beheaded John the Baptijl. And the com* 
mon Excufe for rafh and unwarantable Actions, is, I faid I 
would do thus , cr thus ; and therefore I thought my felf bound 
in Honour to do it* 


Seventhly , It is a Sin that God will deteft, and expofeth 
thbfc who are guilty of it, to Shame and Gontempt. Prov. 
xx. 19. Lying Lips are but for a moment. And when 
they are found out, as ufually they are, by their own For* 
getiulnefs, and the interfering of their own Speeches, how 
mameful will their Sin be to them ? And the only Reward 
they (hall have for it, is, that thofe who have accuftomed 
themfeives to Lying; (hall not be believed when they fpeak 
Truth. v 

Thus much concerning that heinous and odious Sin of 
Lying. 

- - There 
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' There' remains two other Violations of thiy Command- 
men t: The one is, by Slander and Detraction; the other, 
by bafe Flattery and Soothing: Apd both thefe may re- 
fped either our felves, or others. I jhali iirA; fpctfk of that 
common Sin of Slander and detnadjop) * a -Sin'that is reign- 
mg and triumphant in this our Age: T.fhpuld Iike^ 

wile fay in this Place, I think I fhould hot niy felf heguilty; 
of it by that cenfure. Indeed Slander and Detraction Teem 
* fomewnat to differ L For Slander properly-is a falfe Imputa¬ 
tion of Vice; but Detradion is a cauffefs, dimini filing Re¬ 
port of Verkue. The one. traduceth ms^beriyhac indeed 
we are not; the other Jeflens vyhat we.rcaUy .aije.andboth 
are highly injurious to our good Name and Reputatibn, the 

fceft and deareft of all our earthly Poffeffions. . , 

When a Man’s Life and. Adfons are fa blamelefs and ex¬ 
emplary, thateven Malice it felf ;is ; atih^Lpi’d to vent iti. Ve¬ 
nom by bafe" Slanders;., left it fhould appear to be Malice, 
and the Reproach fhould light rather upon the Reporters, 
than him whom they feek to defame ; then it betakes it felf 
to thole little fly Arts of nibling at theEdges of a Man’s 
Credit', and dipping away the^Borders-oThis good'Name, 
that it : may not pafs fo current in theWoHd as .before. Thus, 
when any are lb juft ,as to give others their due commenda¬ 
tion either for Learning, pr.Wifdom, ot Piety, or'and other 
Perfedion r either of Grace, or of Nature,,jyfou'fhall ha\Z$ 
thofe who lie in; [wait to off'other -Efj^eiiu if„tjieV 

fee it fo flrongly fortified by the r CoofpJcj^^lijQf and 
the general Vote of, the World,; that they‘dare not attach 
the whole, then they lurkingiy aflault part of it; and what 
they cannot altogether deny, -they will endeavour to diini- 
niflis. 'Ttitrue, Jufk.a •<«and 'Knowy 

i*g}i bttt.vfijrkaht Joikrtwing^#,/o He;-h\f^ “ 

fat ka WtfAom is rafter, pplfti^hy i vftah&fatrfwi 'Hnfa/w ‘fits \ 
Dejigns arebyafiA with Self-Ends^ He if\ charitable yptttbij 
Charity feems too iuAiJcreet | or if fuch if .you fact.not pro - 
; ' K kk 4 cUiiu 
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claim &u mod Works, be himfelf would. Hi » pious asdde¬ 
tout indeed, poor Man, after his Way,.and'Accor dingto bis 
Knowledge. Thus by thele blind Hints* they endeavour ei¬ 
ther to find, or to make a Flaw in another Man’s Repute; 
well knowing' that a Crack'd Na roe, hiker* CrteltVt BeU^wift 
hot found Haff lb dt&r artdiofidifl the: Eanrs of the? World, a* 
elfeitmighr. ; ' :: " 1 . J; I , : • r- . 

Thusyou fee what Shridersaod Detractions am Now* 1 

’ ' ; ^ ' UW'. * i ; 

Pirjt, A 'Man. may be a Self-Slanderer, and a,-Self-Dcs* 
trader ; and fuch art thofe who traduce and defeme thenv- 
jfelves, and either aflurirte to themfelves thofe Wickednefle* 
they have not committed, or bfemeably conceal thofe G.k» 
and Excellencies they are endowed with, when they are cal¬ 
led to difcover them for the Glory of God, and thepublick 
Go6d. Sorhe ffander themfelves out of hope-of .Reward; 
when riiey fuppofethe Crimes they bdaft! ofv may be ac¬ 
cepted as Services, by others. Thus, when <&»*/had flainr 
himfelf, an Amdekite • falfty reports to Dot id that he hack 
fialrt him, hoping tb obtain a Reward, from birirfor. difpat- 
thing his Enemy. Sometimes Men- iwpknrfly boaft, of, thofe 
Sins which they never did, they newer durft Commit* mea¬ 
ly out, of a braving Humour of Vain-gfory* and thatiamong 
their debauched Companions they might gain thareputatiori 
of Valiant and darirtg.Sinners.* Others felfly accufe tbenv 
felves of thofe Sins Of which they were never guilty, out of 
a defpairing and deje&ed Spirit.Thus many a poor Soul that 
hath iabouredunder fevere Convidhons,begins firft to doubt* 

, , and then to conclude that he hath certainly committed the 
“fT, un P ai ‘ d °nable Sin againft the Holy Ghoft j & mextra/ne *o» 
W 5 m«- guifti & horrourcries Guilty,& corifefleththe JYicto&meat that 
« f^ldy drawn up againfrnitnby the CalnmnyoftbbDfeyil* 
Ariflu Eth. and his own black Fears arid Melancholy. Sometime* Men 
1 4 c. 7. detract from themfelves out of i tying and’ diffcmblcd HU* 

" mility; 
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milky ; makingthiskind of Detrt&ioii only a Bait for Gonv 
mendation; as knowing the Ball will rebawd back the far¬ 
ther to them, the harder they (trike it from them. This is 
ufually an Artifice of proud and arrogant Perfons; and thofe 
■who cannot endure to be contradicted in any tiring elfe, 
would be very loth you (honld yield to them in this. And 
ladly, Others detrad: from themfolvct out of a too bafliful 
Modedy, or to avoid forae troublefoare and unpleafing 
Employments which they are ailed uoco. Thus we find 
Afofes, Exod. 4. to. nuking many ExcUfes, that he was not 
eloquent, but of flow Tongue, and a flow Speech i and all be- 
caufe he was loth to undertake that difficult and dangprotis 
.Chargeof bringing out the Children off Ifraeli rom the Bon¬ 
dage of £gypt. All thefc Kinds of Self-Slander and Detra¬ 
ction are evil, and forne of them mod vile and abominable. 

Secondly , There* is a flandering of, and detracting from 
another, wronging him unjuftly in his Fame and Reputation; 
which we ought tenderly to preferre and chethh. God and 
Nature have intruded us mutually with each others good 
-Nome. Thy Brother’s Credit is put as a precious Pepofuuj* 
•into thy hands; and if thou wickedly laViiheit it oik, by 
fpeacting faife Rumours of him, or -caiirdefly.rkeeped.it, by 
fullering other to do fo, when '.it is tin thy power to juftifw 
him, know alluredly that it will be (trkdly reared of thee: 
JForin thisrefpedt every Man is his Brother's ;Rqeper. . 

A : : y.; ;." • ’ 1 u. 1 . ; r / • > 

- > Wow this Slandering of others, may. be richer An Judicial 
JRrocds, or clfe in common and ordinaryCoavefle. 


Firfl, In Judicial Procefs; and then it is truly and pro- 
'pcrly ,faife mtnefling ; When thou rifeft up againft thy 
brother in Judgment, and acceded that which, tlrou know- 
•efttofeefclfeand forged, or which thou art not mod initii- 
libly allured to be true : And this .Sia is the more heinous 

Kkk.x and 
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and dreadful, Upon the accdunt of tWo aggravating Cu> 
Tcumftances that attend it. ! . \ : r ; 

■ ’ , ■; ?: ! ; ; : -.1 ' 

Firfly Since ufually all A&ioris in Law and Judgment-, 
concern either the Perfon, or the Eftate ofthy Brother, by a 
Falfe Wirtlefs thou tiot only Wrongeft him in his Name and 
Reputation, but in one of tbefe ,aod fc art not onl^ a Slan¬ 
derer, but a Thief or Murtherer. ?rov. 11. 9. An r Ffyticritc 
with his mouth deft royetb his Neighbour. And by fo much the 
more odious is thy Crime, in that thou perverted: the Law, 
which Was intended to be a Fence and Safeguard to every 
Wans Property, and turned it again ft it' felf, making it the 
Inftrument of thy Injufticie *and; Cruelty. The Pfaimift, 
Ffal. 5X. x. compares Dreg’s'malicious Tongue to a fl>arp 
Razor ; and certainly when rhoit giveft a falfe .Teftimony a- 
gainft thy Brother, thy Tongue is a ftiarp Razor, and it not 
'only Woundjf-huiCremt, ^juto'attS hisThrdaf., 

; v.-i i .-tt r;i v!J:r»r" a-:.! 

Secondly? Since ufually all Judiciafl Proceedings exa£Hroni 
the Witnefles a tremendous Gath foiemidy taken by the 
Name of the great God of Heaven ;> to give in a ifalfeiFeftt- 
Ynony, is not ortly to be guilty of Slander* bwthof Perjury too. 
Yea^arid let me'add one thiog rriore to make 1 it a njoft*ca>s- 
tnulate Wicked ifuch a - falfe Teftimony is pat dnlf 
Slander and Perjury jfeutk is Blafphemy too: For what elfe 
is it but to bring themoft holy God, who is eternal Truth, 
to confirm a Falfliood,and a Lie? What can be an higher Af¬ 
front to his moft Sacred'Majefty than this ? For a jVorn .Wit- 
nefs is therefore accepted, bccaufe he brings God in to fee 
Witnefs too. And wilt .not thou tremble, O Wretch, to cite 
■God to appear a Witnefs to that, which a Thoufand Witnefles 
within thee, (I mean thy own Confciefloe,) do all depofe to 
fee falfe and forged j and fo to transfer thy Injuftice, and 
•Rapine, and bloudy Murther upon him, and fheltef them 
all under the fhadow of his Veracity and F&khfulneft ? 


Digitized by c.ooQLe 





tfje /Rmtl) Comman&mmr. 

. Youfee then how horrid an Impiety this is. And yet how 
common,, not only thofe who by this wicked Meansfuffer 
wrong, but others , who are converfant in filch judiciary 
Trials, do too truly report. May it pleafe God to put it in¬ 
to the hearts of ourRylcrs to enaft more fevere and rigo¬ 
rous Laws again ff thole who^re found guilty of it. It is 
fad to thinky that whereas a Thieffliafl be adjudged to Death 
for Healing fome petty inconsiderable Matter, and perhaps 
too for the reliefof his prefling Neceflities ,* yet two Villains- 
that have confpired together, by falfe Accuiations, and per* 
jured T-eflimpnies, to take away a Man’s whole Eftate, or 
poflibly liisLife, fliould for thefe far greater Crimes, *Joe fen* 
tenced to lb eafie aPunifliment, that, only Shame and Re» 
proacli make up the feverefl; part of it. Certainly , ma- 
thinks, it were but juft that the leaft they fliould fuller, 
fliould be a retaliation of their intended Mifchiels; and that 
die farhe they defign’d agaVft their Brother,ihould. be in- • 
fluffed upon themfelves,:* whether it belpfsqf Life,, or'lofs of 
'Gttbds dnd'Eftife. Itis tbut aM Equity’that the Complotters 
and Artificers of Mifchief,. fhould perilb by their owaCraft. 

. And* if tills. Rigour and wliolfohie Severity were but once • 
nfpd, we'lhbuld not have lb manyOaths let out.tp hite^ nor ' 
wpujd iiiy ihake if a Trade to be a* WJfheJ^^but Innocency 
wduld be fecuredhnder tile Protedhod of the Laws, and the- 
Laws.themfelves be innocent of the Ruinq of,many Hun¬ 
dreds, who ‘by this Means fall .into,-the $nares of ungodly 
‘Mfen. Of this one fhibg ramforbiThatGo^lnm/^fthpught: 
if ^ tinoft e^uhaWe LaW',j when ; he f tt^$ "provided, fbra/ie : 
<Sklety of his People ifrael . Deut.iy-iti, *9,4.0.' If the 
Witnefi be a falfe fVituefi^ and (ejl/fie faljly. .againdhn Rko? 
fiber, thin fhutl you do unto him at be had though t to da unto ■ 
his Brother : ’ So Jhalf thou put away. the. Evilfromampngyou •; 
And thofe who remain, jbdll hear, and fear, anf {ballhence* • 
forth.commit no. mare any fn(h evil amoujgyou* . , ' . 

Secondly,, 

/ 
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Secondly, There is a flandering of others in our common 
and ordinary Converfe. ‘ Ana this is done two Ways; 
Either, 


Ft rtf. Openly and avowedly, in their Prefence, and to 
their Faces. And that is alfo two-fold. 

Etther by reviling and railing Speeches. And thus Shim?* 
bark’d at David, v Sam. 1 6, 7. Come out, thou Moody Man, 
,*nd thou Man of Belial. And I with that our Streets and 
Houfes d id not, to their great l>ifgrace and Reproach, eccho 
with fuch Clamours; and that too many did not rake toge¬ 
ther all the dirty Expreffions their Wit and Malice will ferve 
them to invent, only to throw into one anothers Paces. 
A Sin, which as it is fordid and bale in it felf, lb it chiefly 
reigns among thofe who are of a mean Condition. But 
wherefoever it be found, it is a Difparagement to Humane 
Mature, a Sin againfl: Civil Society, and argues Men guilty 
of much Folly and Brutiftmefsj and 1 am fure, is a Trahf- 
greflion of that evprefc Comniand of the Apoftle, Ej>h. 4. 
It, 31- Let ail Bit ter neft , and Wrath, and Anger % and Cla¬ 
mour, and EvH-fyeaking , be put a may front you, with aH 
Malice's dnd he ye kind one to another, tender hearted, for¬ 
giving onti another, even as God far Chrift's fah hath for¬ 
given yott .' ! ' ' ... " ' 

* But then there is another way of open, avowed'Slander, 
and that,is by bitter Taunts,’ and farcatfical Scofl&. Anil 
fliU -is- ufually atr applauded Sin’ dmoog the more refined 
fort of Men; wfio tahd a Pride artd'GIory in pjqlpfihg others, 
and making themVidiculous; thinking their own Wit ne¬ 
ver looks fo beautiful, as when it is died in others Blufhes. 
But this is a molt icurrilous, and oflenfive way, wherein 
certainly he hathihe molt Advantage, not who hath molt 
Wit, but that hath lealt Modefty. Thefe kind of taua- 
tings, are fometimes fuch as the Apofllecalls cruel Mocklngs^ 
and reckons them up as one part of thofe Perfccutions the 
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Primitive Chrifti3t» indared, Pkb.\t. 3^. Others had trial 
ofcruet Moe kings. 

As Nero, for his barbarous Sport, wrapp’d up the Chri- 
fthms in Beafts Skins ; and then fet Dogs to worry them: 
Sothefe difguife their Brethren, into felfeand antick Shapes ; 
and thert; fell upon them, and bait them. 

Secondly , There is a more fecret and fly conveyance of 
Slander; and that is, by backbiting, whifperiog, and car¬ 
rying upand downof Tales, like thofe Lufie Tongues, Jer. 

20.16. that would fein find, or make themfelve9 tome En> 
plbymentj - faying, Report, and roe will report '. And fo a 
felfe and flanderous Rumour fhall, like the River Niliu, 
fpreacT over the whole Land, and yet the Head of it be ne« * 
fet known ;• it fhall pais on to the indelible Blot and Infa¬ 
my of thy Neighbour, and the firft Author of it lie hid^and- 
concealed m the Croud, as feme' Fifties will in the Mud, 
which they themfelves have flirred. Againft this fort of 
Men, Solomon , in his Book of Proverbs, is very fevere ; and; 
there is no one Wickednefs, which that excellent Com pen* 
diuhtof Wifdom and Morality, doth more inveigh againft,. 
than this of whifpering about another Man’s Difgrace, Pro**. 
t 6 . 8 . The Words of a tale-bearer are as Wounds, they go 
down into the inmoft Parts of the. Belly, And this he repeats, 
again, Chap.%6.%%. intimating to us, tint the Wound fuch 
a Tongue makes, is deep, but yet hid and fecret, and there¬ 
fore the fflofe irttfurabfe. And' Prov. 16. *8. A Whifperer 
fipararet chief friends. He is as it were the Devd’s Tmcli- 
man; and Interpreter between them both ; and gpes to one,, 
and buzzeth in his Ear what Inch an one laid of him, at- 
tfiogfr perhaps it be altogether- falfe ; and whetr he ; hath by 
this means g6t feme angry and choferiok. Speeches from 
him, goes and Reports them back ter the’ other; and fo by 
his wicked Breath blows up the Cods of Strife and Diflefltiom 
between them. And therefore the Wife Man tells.us, /*/w. 

id- 
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16. io. Where no Wood, is, the f ire goeth Wt ; ifowhere 
there is no Tale-bearer , the Strife ceafeth. The Apoftle 
eautions^heC<y-/*fagamfts this Sin, % Corinth, it. iq. 
1 fear, left when I cone, I Jhail not find you Jueh as I would\ 
left there .be among you Delates, Estvyings, Strifes^ Back¬ 
bitings, Wbifperings ,: Tumults aod he reckons it upamong 
-the black Catalogue of tbofe Crimes, for the which God 
gave up the Heathen to. a reprobate Mind, to dojhings which 
are not convenient ; being Jilltd with all Vnrighteoufnefs, full 
of Envy, Murder , Debate,: Deceit, Malignity, Whijperers T 
Sack-biters, Defpightful, Inventors of Ei/il Things', Kota. 
a. 2.9. 30. Now one of . the chief Artifices of this fort of Men, 
is to Calumniate ftrentioiifly, according to that old Maxim 
• of the’ Devil ; Calumn'tare fort iter, & aliquid adhrtrebit. 
Slander ftoutly, and fomewhat will fttek behindFor though 
■the Wound may poflibly'be healed, yet the Scar will ftill re¬ 
main, and be a Blemiih to a Man's Reputation as long as 
lie lives. 

But then again there is another kind of Slander and De¬ 
traction j ana that is, when a Man divulgqth thoie Imper¬ 
fections and faults, which are truly in his Neighbour, with¬ 
out being callodj or neceflitated to do it: For fonaetime$ 
Truth it lelf may be a Slander, when it is ipoken with an 
evil Defign to the Hurt and Prejudice of another. Indeed if 
thou be duly called to witnefs in Judgment * qr if it be in thy 
own Defence and Vindication ■, when if thoudoft npt djfco- 
ver him that is .guilty,thou thy felf may eft be fuppofedto be 
the Perfon ; or if the Crime be fuch, as ought not to efcape 
unpuniflied ; or if .he remain contumacious after more pri¬ 
vate Admonition; in which Cafe, our Saviour commands 
us to tell theGhurch;qr, laftly^whqn.it [is, for the. Safety 
, and Security of ahother, who.might.elfetbe wronged, fhoukj 
we conceal from him the Mifchiefs,; which others intend 
him: In thefe Cafes, it is both lawful and expedient to make 
known the Faults of thy Brotlier. But then be fure that thoq 

do 
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do it, not with any fecret Delight and Exultation, thatthou 
liaft his Credit to trample upon, to raife thine own tlie 
higher; but with that true Grief and SprroW of Heart, that 
may evince to all the World, that nothing but Confidence, 
and a Senfe of thy Duty, inforced thee to publifh 
his Shame, which thou Ihouldeftbe willing to hide at the 
price pf anythingrhut Sin, and . thine own Shame. But 
alas, it is'ftrange to confider- the Depravity of our Nature, 
how wp ^elight in other Men’s Sins, ahd are fecretly glad 
when their Mifcarriages give us an occafion to reproach and 
difgrace them. How many are .big Wp* fuch Stuff} and go 
in pain, till they have disburdened themfdlves irito the Ears of 
others! And feme are fuch ill Diflemblers,pf tKeir Joy, that 
they do it with open Scorn and Irrifion. Others are more 
artificially malicious, and with a deep Sigh, and a down- 
caft Look, and a whining Voice, and an affefted Slownefs, 
whifoer to one ; Alas, Did you not hearoffuch agrofs Mif- 
carriageby fuch an one > And then whifper the fame tiling 
to another, and a third; and when' they have made it as 
publick as they can, hypocritically defire every one to keep 
it fecret; for that they would be loath their Neighbour 
Ihould come to any Difgrace and trouble about it. Believe 
it, Sire* this, though the Matter you report be never fo true, 
is nothing elfe but Slander ; becaufe it is done to no good 
end, but only to feed your own Malice; and, like Flies, to 
lie fucking the gall’d Backs and Sores of others. And there¬ 
fore we‘find that Ddcg, though he told nothing but the 
yV iith ' i Sam. %i. 9,10. Yet he is |>y Dtfvid challenged as 
a Lyap and Slanderer, Pfal. y i. < V ; ^ - ‘ 


And thus npw you have feen what this Slo of Slander is. 

! : . 1 Pi ! . i 1 • •• *. . ( _ti. . v! ) i ; . ,ij \ v’ 
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Firjt, Some brief Rules and Direftions, which through 
the Grace of God, may be ferviceable to keep you from this 
common Sin. And then, 

Secondly, Shew you how you ought to demean yourfdves. 
under the Lafh.of other Men s.ftand^rous Tongues. 

, . • i • • i .. . ! j i : . , ;■ ; 

Firfl., tf thou wouldft keep tfiy.fdfiroihi beirrg-a Slande* 
rer of others, addi<&hbtfhyftlf yiolCTrify toariy one Party,, 
dr Perfuafion of Men. For pkft-takitig will beget Prejudice, 
and Prejudice js the Jaundies df fhe Soul, which teprefents. 
other Men, apd their, X&iphs', tiv-the ColcruV which our owi* 
Dileale puts upon them. ■ ffideed \ we ha ve all genfe* 
rally fucli a good Conceit of but felves,- that itisi very haftj 
and difficult. Matter, to have a good efteem for others, who.- 
are not of our Judgment., and of our Way. And this makes, 
us fifft very wDling to hear forile ,£vil of them: : For fcecaufc 
u;e think that Iwhat we do is good, wy catihbt Cordially 
think them good, who dp not judge and aft as Ve <mr felves-. 
do j and fo our Minds are prepared ro enterrarn-Reports a* 
gainft them from others, and then to fpread them abroad* 
our felves., And I cannot but impute to this the great Un- 
charitablenels of pur Days, wherein Love and Brotherly 
Kindnefsly e murthered under the V iolence of drfferent Petv 
fuafions, apcTdifferent Modes, and divert Ways of worffiip* 
ping one and the fame God, and mir “Lord jefos Chriifc. 
Hence aji. thofe lying Rumors, and ‘lying Wonders, that; 
cne Party invents to beat down the other. One Party' re* 
ports the other to be all profane,! andfuperftitiousr anfa tlie 
other reports its Oppofite to be all hypocritical* and — 
tious, and both fuffer from each, others invenomed Tongues • 
and between both, Truth fuffijrs, and Charity pemheth, 
and is utterly loft. For Shame, O.Chriftiansf Is this the- 
way to promote God’s Caufe, or Chrift’s Kingdom ? r Doth, 
He or k ftandfn nefed bf ^out Lies ? WM ^ou Tyeaftwick- 
edJy for God* and talk deceitfully for him ? Shall his Ho¬ 
nour 
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nour be maintained by the Oevfo Inventions, ?-> ilhaU aoU 
(peak partially ; but wherefaever th^ Fault lies, there let 
this Genfare fell ; That it is. certainly a very ftrong Pre- 
fvmption of a very weak and had Qsufe, when the Refuge 
and Support of it are Lies 

. Secondly, If thou wouldeft not be-gjudty of Slander, be not 
bufie in other Mens Aflairs; keep thine Eyes within doors, 
and thy Thoughts at home; enquire not what others fay, 
nor what others do; but look to thine own Affairs, and guide 
them with diferetion: Thou haft work enough at home, 
within thine own Heart, and in thine own Houfe ; and if 
thou art careful to manage that well, thou wilt fcarce have 
either Time or Inclination to receive or divulge bad Re¬ 
ports of others : And therefore the Apoftle joy ns Idleneli,. 
Pragtmticalaefi^and Tatling together. They learn to 

be idle,wandering about from-Houfe to Houfe; and not only ldie y 
but Tatlers aljo, and bufie Bodies, fpeaking Things which they 
ought not. They are idle, and yet bufie-Bodies ; very idly 
bufie ; who, becaufe they care not to employ their Hands, 
let their Tongues on work, and fuffer them to walk through 
the World, abufing and lafliing every one they meet. A 
true Defcription of a company of giddy Flies in our times, 
that are always roving from Houfe to Houfe, and skipping 
about, now to this Man’s Ear, and by and by to that, and 
buzzing Reports of what III they have heard, or obferved of 
others. 


Thirdly, Take another Rule; Ifthou wouldeft not be guil¬ 
ty of Slander, be frequent in refle&ing upon thine own Mis¬ 
carriages, or thy Pronenefc to fall.into the fame, or greater 
Faults; when thouheareft orknoweft of any foul and fcaq- 
dalous Sin committed by anot.her, look backwards upon 
thine own Life and A&ions. Canft thou find no Blots itl 
thy Copy i Is the whole Courfe of thy Life fair written 

L11 x upon 
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upon thy Confcience?* if not, how. tanft thou with any 
Ihame and modefty upbraid thy Brother with his Mifcarri- 
ages, , When thou thy felf haft been guilty of the like, or 
greater? Or why, 0 Hypocrite^ beholdejl thou the Mote that 
u in thy Brother s Eye,and fee ft not the Bearn that is in thine 
own > Methinks our (hajne for pur own Sins, Ihould be a 
Covering to our Brother's; and when We our felves are guil¬ 
ty, we mould not be fo niahctous, nor fooltfh, as to reproach 
our felves, by reproaching him; otherwife, to eclipfe and 
darken liis goal Name, is but as when the Moon eclipfeth 
the Sun, her own Darknefs and Obfciirity is made the more 
remarkable by it; 

Or, if God by his retraining 'Grace r hath kept thee from 
thofe Wickednefles into which he hath fuffered others to 
fall; yet then look inward, view and fcarch thine own Heart, 
ranfack over thy corrupted Nature; and there thou ihalt 
find thole, yea, and far greater Abominations than thofe, 
like Beds of twilled Serpents, knotting and crawling within 
thee; fay with thy felf, How can I reproach liim who hath 
but copied forth mine own Nature? How can I expofe 
his Infamy who hath but done what I have much adoto keep 
my felf from doing ? Poffibly the fame ; Temptatipn^ might 
have prevailed over me too, had God let icloofe upon me. 
1 owe my Prefervation, not to 1 any difference that was be*- 
tween us, but only to the free and arbitrary Grace of- God : 
By this it is that I Hand; artd Ihall I reproach, hin? for fal¬ 
ling, who Ihould alfo my felf have fallen, were I not fttong- 
Jy upheld by another? Thus , I fay, by refle&ing on our 
felves, we Ihall be With-held from bring injurious in our 
Cenfures, and in our Reports of others j we mull hardly di¬ 
vulge their real Miicarriages, much leis accufe and Hander 
them with falfe and forged ones. This is tlfe Apoftle’s Rule. 
Cal. 6. i. Brethren , if a Man be overtaken in a Fault, you 
which are fpiritual, refiore fuch an one in the Spirit of Meek - 
conjidering thy felf, left thou alfo be tempted* 

Fourthly t 
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. Fourthly , If you would not be guilty of Slander* liften 
not unto thofe who are Slanderers and Detra&ers. Lend 
not your Ears to thofe who go about with Tales and Whiir 
pers whofe idle Bufinefs it is to seUN^ws of this Man and 
t’other : For if thefe kinds of Flies can but blow in your 
Ears, die Worms will certainly creep out at your Mouths: 
For all Difcourfe is kept up by exchange ; and if he bring 
thee one Story,thou wilt think it Incivility not to repay him 
with another for it ; And fo they chat over the whole Neigh¬ 
bourhood; accufe this man,and condemn another,and fufpeCt 
a Third, and fpeak evil of all. Iwifh that the raoft of our 
Converfe were not taken up this way, in recounting Stories 
of what pafs’d between fuch and fuch, when all is to no other 
end, but to bring an evil report upon them. Now if any 
liich Back-biters haunt thee, who make it their Trade to 
lun up and down with Tales and News, give them no coum 
tenance; Iiften not to their Detractions; but rather ihirply 
jebukethem, and iilence their fhndarous Tongues; and this 
will either drive the Slander from them, or the Slanderer 
from thee. Prov. 15. 13. The North-Wind driveth away- 
Rain y fo doth an angry Countenances backbiting Tongue. 

, . Fifthly ■, If you would not be, Slanderers of others, be 
hot Self-Lovers *, for Self-Love always caufeth Envy; andi 
Fnyy-Detraction. An envious Man aannot endure another’s 
Praife; and therefore feeketh all be can to blait itby falfe 
Reports, and lying Slanders j as if all that were detracted, 
from another, were added to his own Reputation. Wheat 
This Neighbour s Fame begins to grow; tall* and.to fpread ar 
bout him, lie then feeks what he can, to cut it down; be* 
cau.fe he thinks it hinders his ProfpeCt, and the World can¬ 
not take fo fair a view of him as he defires; and therefore he- 
is Bill hewing at it, Ibmetimes with oblique, and fontetimes 
with direCl Blows • fometimes flriking at his. Parts, and 
fcmetimes at his. Piety ;• and if he can but make thefe fall in 
the efteera of the World, then lie thinks none ihall be fo 

much 
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much refpeded and honoured as himfelf. A Man that is a 
SelMLover, thinks alt due unto himfelf ,* all Praifeand Com¬ 
mendation muft run in his Chanel, or eKe it takes a wrong 
courfe, and he accounts juft fo much taken from him, as is 
afcribed to another: And this puts him upon this Bale Art 
of DetraQion, that by deprefling others, he may advance 
himfelf, and raife the Structure of his own Fame upon the 
Ruinesof his Neighbour’s. And therefore if thou wouldeft 
not (fender others, be fure do not too much admire thy felf. 
For Self-Applaufe, and Self-Efteem is like a Pike in a Pbnd, 
that will eat up and devour all about it, that it felf may 
thrive and grow upon them. 

Sixthly , Be not too eafie and facile to entertain fufpicious 
and evil Snrmifes againft others. For if thou begin to fufpetft 
evil of another, the next thing is to conclude it, and the 
next to report k. This Sufpicion is a ftrange Shadow that 
every A&ion of another will caft upon our Minds ; efpeci- 
allyif we be beforehand a little difafledted towards them. 
Thus very Dreams increafed Sufpicion againft Jofeph in his 
Brethren: And if once a Man be out of Efteem with us, 
let him then do what he will, be it never (o vertuaus and 
Commendable, Suspicion will ftill be the Interpreter. And 
where Sufpicion is the Interpreter of Men’s Actions, Slander 
and Detraction will be the Glofs and Comment upon them. 
Indeed Sufpicion is always too hafty in concludingjand many 
times our Jealoufiesand Diftrufts upon very (mall occafions, 
prompt us to conclude that what we have thus lurmifed, is 
certainly come to pals; and (o we take Shadows for Ene¬ 
mies, and report that confidently for Truth, which yet we 
never few adted, but only m our own Fancies. ; 

. Now, notwithftanding that this Sin of Slander and De¬ 
traction is fo great and heinous; yet may it not be juftly fea¬ 
red, that many place their whole Religion in it, and think 
themfelves fo much the better, by how much the worfe they 

think 
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think and repdrtof other Men ? Do they not think it a piece 
of Zeal and Warmth for the Worship arid Service of God, 
to cry down all as Superftitious that do not worfhip him iq 
their Way ? Do they not make it, if not a part, yet a fignof 
HolinelS, to Be fldl finding 1 faults,-and crying out again ft 
outers, kqdiccenforjousand daiporoos!? Such a fbrt qt Me*a 
are alt leud and profene; and feck a fort are-all rebellious 
and Hypocrites: And then to juftifie their Cenfures,inflance, 
^ofllbly inTwo or Three, of whom perhaps they know no. 
tti&rfe than the bare Nantes .: And what toads all this to, but 
mutual esafperation > TlioFe'that do not believe them, are 
jettafeerated again# the Reporters ? and tfltofe who do believe 
<hedi, ane exafpecatcd againft the Slandered : And as it 
lends to' Exafperatian, fo likewife it encouragedi and hard- 
ineth many in their Sins : For when they hear fo much Evil- 
blazed abroad in the World ; and few or noueiCfcape without 
having fomefoul Blot rubb’d upon him,and infamous Crime 
repotted of him, whether truly or falfly, they think that 
Sin and Wickednefs is no fuch flrange Thing, and lb embol¬ 
den themfelves to commit that which they hear is fo com¬ 
mon* 

f bafeechyou therefore, Q Chrifoans, for rl>e Peace of 
♦heChurch, which elfe will continue ladly renttuid divided; 
fcr the fake of Chriflaanity, which olfe will be diferedited 
and reviled-; for your Brethren’s fake, who elfe will be dif- 
couraged or exafperated, be very cautious what reports you 
richer neoeiue; or make of dthm. Their good Name is very 
- precious j. "preciousta God, when their blemelefs Converh- 
'eion deferves it ; and precious to thcmfelves; howfoever, 
tinlcfc there t>e abfolute flecefihy, and you be oonftrained to 
do k for the Glory of God, and the Good of others, divulge 
•not their "lrnperfe<9ious, though, they be real , and in no. 

- ctffe whatsoever feign jot. devife lake .Rumors concerning 
-theth. T-oke J&ed left*if ye bin and devour one another> ye 

- ’be »ot confmutd^one of another , and one uitb aaatben. 

Thefe: 
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Thefe are the Rules to keep you from being guilty of Slan¬ 
der againft others. 

But now if any are guilty of railing an ill Report againft 
you, obferve thefefollowing Rules and Diredtions, how you 
ought to demean your felves in this Gife. 

Fir ft. If the Reproach they call upon thee,'be true and 
deferved, though they perhaps have finned in difclofing it 
to the World; yet make this Ufe ofit; go thou and difclofe 
it in thy mod humble and penitent Confeflions unto God $ 
yea, and if thou art called thereunto by due Form of Law, 
give Glory unto God by con felling it before Men. Men 
pofiibly may upbraid thee with it; but by this courfe God 
will forgive thee without upbraiding thee. 


Secondly , If thou art falfiy charged with that which never 
was in thine Heart to do, yet improve this Providence to 
-ftir thee up to pray the more fervently that God would for 
ever keep thee from falling into that Sin with which others 
flander thee; fo ihall all their Reproaches be thrown meerly 
into the Air, and fall at laft heavy upon their own heads, 
whilft thou rejoyceft in theWhitenefe and Innocency of thine 
own Soul 


Thirdly , If any unjuftly flander thee , revenge not thy 
felf upon them by flandering them again : I muft confefs 
this is a very hard Leflon, and requires almoft an Angelical 
Perfcdion to perform it well. We-read in the Epiftleof 
St. Jude. , That When Michael and the Devil contended about 
the Body of Mofes, it is laid, that the Holy Angel durft not 
bring a railing rlccufation againft that wicked Spirit; but on¬ 
ly faid, the Lord rebuke thee. And fo, when Men of Devi- 
liih Spirits fpue out their Slanders, and broach all the mali¬ 
cious 
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dous Accufations that their Father, the great Accufer, hath 
ever fuggefted unto them, return not Slander for Slander; 
for fo the Devil would'teach thee to be a Devil; but with all 
Quietnefs and Meeknefs defire of God to rebuke their Lies 
and Calumnies; and by all wife and prudent Means vindi¬ 
cate thy felf; clear up thine Integrity^ and make it appear, 
that though the Archers have fbot at thee , andforely grieved 
thee with their Arrows., even hitter Words.; yet Jlitt thy Boiv 
remaineih'in its Jlrength* What faith the Apoftle ? % Pet.$.y> 
Render not evilfer evil, er railing for railing, And indeed 
wjiofoever doth fo, feeks only to heal a Wound in his Name, 
by making a much deeper one' in his Ganfcicnce.- 

f i ‘ j-t. ' ’ ' ■ r * r I 

~ * ■ *- lit-.: . ’ ; ; ; 

Fourthly , When thou art falfly afpers’d arfd Hindered, re¬ 
fer thy feff, and appeal to the all-knowing God; retire into 
the Peace and Refuge of thine own Confcienc, and there 
fhalt thou find enough for their Confutation, and thy Com¬ 
fort. Know that a good Name is in the power of every flan- 
derous Tongue to blaft; but they cannot corrupt thy Con¬ 
science to vote with them. Poflibly it is only the excellency 
and eminent of thy Grace that offends them; if fo, glory 
in it ; foi;me Reproaches of wicked Men are the belt Te- 
ftimonials that can be given of an excellent and fingulae 
Chriftian. In a ftridt and holy Convention there is that; 
contradi&ion to the loofe, Profane of the World, as at . 
bnce both convinceth, and vexeth them; reproves, and 
provokes them.. And if thou doft thus reproach them by 
thy Life, wondef nckat it, if they again, reproach, 'thee, by 
their lying SlahdferSi Be nottoo folidtous how- they-eft-eym; 
of thee; It is miferable to live upon the Reports and Qpinh 
ons of others; “let us not much reefcoh what .they ^y;fbug 
what Reportsbur own Confciences make i >and if a- Storm qf 
Obloquy and Reproaches, Railings fend! ganders; do;itf any¬ 
time pdttey li^on tlfee, ; how fweet vis it ttOBrecife jntfirrc&s.'jto 
tKe dahnlnnbcfency ; of dur-o\yn .tttarcs ? jciX-here ar.e.ith^u.- 
' J M m m land 
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fand WitneflTes will tell us we have npt deferved them. How 
comfortable is it to remit our Caufe unto God, and to leave 
our Vindication to htm,for whofe Caufe we fetter Reproach i 
Thus Jeremiah appeals to God. Jer. zo. to, xx. I beard the 
defaming of many } report , fay'they , and we will report it : 
But, 0 Lord of Hafts, thou that tries! ■ the fiigbtfotu, and 
feefl the Reins and the Heart ; to, thee have f opened mp 
Canfe : Thus; if whilft wicked Men are naahcionfly cpnlpt- 
ring how to blot and felly oor Names, we can but keep 
our Confidences clear} what need we much trouble our 
fdves how the Wind blows abroad, fince we sure harboured 
under the Retreat of a peaceable Heart ?, Tliey.may^poffibly 
perfuade others to believe their Calumnies} but God who 
fearcheth the Heart and Confidence, knows that we are in¬ 
jur’d } and he is haftening on a Day wherein he will clear 
upouoRigbteoufnds} and then the Teflimony of a good 
Confidence (hall put Ten Thouf&nd Slanderers- to Jifence. 

And thus I have fpoken of this fecond Sin* of Slander and 
Detraction. 

The Third Sin againft this Commandment, is bale Flat-; 
tery and Soothing} which is a quite opposite Extreme 
tothe other, as both are opposite to Truth. . , 

* 

Now this is either Self-Flattery, or the Flattering of o- 

S» - * r 

First r There is a Sdf-Fkttery. Apd j^deed every Man 
is ( a s Vlutartb well obfervcd it,} his own greateft Flatty 
rer; and however empty and defe&ive we may be , yet we 
are all apt to k>ve ourittires, perhaps without a Rival, and 
to.be puft up with a vain Conceit ©f our own imaginary 
Perfections, to applaud and commend our, felves m owe 
own Thoughts and Fancies , and to think that We excel 
all others in what we have} and what We, have not, 
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we defpife as nothing worth. From this abundance of 
a vainJHrartj break jQiit arrogant Boaftin gs of our fclyes, 
contemning of others , a prefumptuous intruding our 
felvesirtto thofe Employments and Fun<SHons which we are 
no way able to manage. Learn therefore, OChriftian, to 
take the juft meafiire of tfiyfelf. Let’ it not be too fcanty; 
for that will make thee pufilanimous and cowardly; and 
through .aft Extreme of? Modefty, tender thtehnferviceable 
to <5oo and the World. But rather let it be too fcanty, than 
too large: For this will make thee proud, and arrogant, and 
undertaking f and by exercifing thy felf in things foahigh 
for^thee,'thou wilt but fpoif whatloever thou ralhlyarid 
overwecningly ventureft upon. If thou art St afty time cal¬ 
led, dr neceflitated to fpeak of thy let it rather be lefs 
jb$p th^ Truth, than piore: For the Tqngue is of it felf yery 
apt to fe laVsfh, when it hath fofweot §fm pleafing a Theme, 
as a Marrs own Praife. Take die Advice of Solomon. Prow. 
xy.x. Let another Qian praife thee, and not thine own Month ; 
a Stranger , and not thine own Lips. 

Secondly , There is a . linful Flattering of others j and that, 
either by an immoderate extolling of their Vermes; or what 
is worfe,by a wicked commendation eyea of their very Vicqg. 
this is a Sin moft odious unto God, who hath threaded to 
cut off all flattering Lips, Pfal. ii. x.But efpecially it is moft 
deteftable in Minifters, whole very Office and Fun<ftion it is 
"to reprove Men for their Sins : If they fball daub with un» 
tempered Mortar , and few Pillows und$r Mens Elbow s, cry - 
ing, Peace, Peace , when there is no Reate to the wickeds . only 
that they may lull thein alleqp in their Security, they do 
but betray their Souls; and the Bloud of them God wi4 
certainly require at their h*tods. * . .. ; . 

Thus much fortheN/«r& Coipmandt&ent. , 

: '• ♦ , ■ „ . 

Maim x • THE 
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C O M M A N D MEN T.; 

%t)M fljalt not coDtt tbp jfJeigbbottt’S 
, ^oufe ; 13 )ou (bait not cobet tftp jBetgfc 
boot’s cutfe i. .no; &is $&an=$>eti3m , 
no; b»s tyaBkfbatoMt, no; bis j©p, no; 
Ijtsstft, no; attp tb*ns that is typ jfrtifjfc 
: bout's. 

T Hus are we at laft (through the Divine Afiiftanoe,) 
arrived to the Tenth and laft Precept 1 of the Moral 
taw. Indeed the Papijls and the Lutherans divide itinto 
Two ; making thele Words, Thou (halt not covet thy Neigh¬ 
bour's Wife , to be one entire Command ; and then putting 
together the other Branches of it, Thou (halt not covet thy 
Neighbour s Houfe; nor his Servant, &C. to piece up the laft. 
But then withal, to keep the Number of them from fweliing 
beyond a Decalogue , or Ten Words , the Lutherans joyn the 
Firft and Second together into one $ and the Papijls , in pro¬ 
pounding the Commandments to the People, wholly leave it 
out; fearing they may be corrupted by hearing it, bccaufe 
it fpeaks too boldly againft their Idolatry and Image* Wor- 
fhip. But how infinitely temerarious is it for vile Wretches 
either to invert, or defalcate, and as it were, tb decimate 
the Laws of the great God, by the which, they, and all their 

A&ions 
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Adiorts/nuft bd judged At tbri laft Day i And certainly, were 
'it not that ttyeymigbt the^better conceal from the ignorant 
common People, the. JD^flgerous and Heretical Words of the 
Second Commandment,they could :have lain under noTemp-* 
tation at all,to do a thing altogether lb unreafonale,as the di¬ 
viding of;this Tenth CommAndmentintoJwosFpr upon the 
lame ground might they;as well have divided ■ it into leven, 
lince there are many more; Goncupifcepces mentioned in ir, 
than that of our .Neighbour s fVifa. and of. his Houfe. And 
if each of theft mud conftityte a diftindt Precept, why not 
alfo j Thou Jbalt wt covet his ' Man-Servant ; Thou /halt not 
covet h/sQx,&[C> Belides, . the Order of the Words makes 
clearly again# them : For, whereas they make, Thou fait 
not covet thy Neighbour s Wife , 10 be the Ninth ; in the 
Text, thole '.Wprds, Thpu. fait not covet thy Neighbour's 
Houfe% go befpre them: So fhat.eitherthey muft needs con- 
fels it pa belong to the, Tenth, orelfe muft grant a moft un¬ 
intelligible Hyper lotion both of Senfe and Words j fuch a$ 
would bring in. utter ConfWion and Diforder amongft thole 
laws which God certainly prefcribed us in a moft admirable 
Method and.Di^ofition^ -"5 


, But to fpeak no more of thisThe Sin here prohibited 1 ,. is 
Concupifcence,.or ,an unlawfulJufting after! what is another 
Man& For fince God had in the other Commandment for¬ 
bidden the Ads of Sin againft ourNcighbbik, Hd well knew 
that the bed Means to keep them from committing Sin irt 
Ad, would be to keep them front defiririg it in Heart * and 
therefore he, who is. a Spirit impofeth a Law upon our Spi? 
rits, and forbids us to- covet what before he had forbidden us 
fo perpetrate, ; It is true that briber Precepts, are fpiritud 
likevvifti. and their Authority teachetfr• tot. tbetMindahd 
the, raoft feeret Thoughts and Imagirtdtions of the Heart 
Forour Saviour, Mat fib, .$,iaccufeth him. bft Adultery*: that 
doth bpt luft after a Woman; and him of Murdrir, that is 
i " bUt 
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butangry withfi^ Broiber wkliout ft C^re. And It is fc 
moft certain Rule, That whatfoever Precept' prohibits the* 
outward A&of any Sin, prohibits likewife the; inward Pro- 
ptnfion and Ddires of the Soul towards it. But becaufe 
thefe are not plainly, and literally c^prefs’d; irttheformet 
Commands* therefore the infinite Wiidom of God thought 
it fit to add this laft Command, wherein' he doth exprefly 
arraign, and oondemn the very firft Motions of our Hearts 
towards any finful Obje&. And whereas before he had 
commanded us, not to Kill, not j to Steal* not to Commit 
Adultery, not to Slander, and beat Falfc Witnefs j. now, in 
the laft: Place, for the greater Security that thefe his laws 
ihould not be violated, he commands us, not fo much as to 
harbour in our Hearts any Defire towards thefe. So that 
thtrTentfa Commandment may well be called Vinculum Le~ 
ocr j .and it is efpecially the Bond that ftrengtfhefls and con*- 
firms the Second Table. For becaufe all our outward Addons 
take their firft Rife from our inward Motions and Concupi¬ 
fcence, there is noiuch Way to provide foir our Innocency, 
as to lay a check and reftraint upon thefe. 

Now Concupifcence is fometimes taken in Scripture id a 
good Senfe; but more often in an Evil. There is an honeft 
and lawful Concupifcence, when we defire thofe things 
which are lawful, ta which we have Right, and of which we 
have needThere is likewife an holy, and pious, and a 
wicked, and. fulfill Concupifceuce. We have both together. 
Gal. f. ij. Hu Flefh lufietb agairtft the Spirit % and the Spirit 
the Mefbi ■ it is only concerning this fulfill Concu¬ 
pifcence, thajtweaseat prefent to fpeak. 

Now this fcvil Concupifmiceis the Firft-bom of Original 
Sin , {he ifir&pjflay* and Expreflion of that Corruption 
which hathfeia»don'as,!andonall the* wretched-^ Pofterity 
of Adam : For sin. .Original Sin* (brides thd-Guilt' which 
refuftf-from the imputation of' the Primitive Tfenfgreflk>n 
to us, apd! makes, ns iiable.’to eternal Death,) these is like- 

wife 
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wife an univerfal Depravation of our Natures, confiding in 
TWO Things. 1 ’ * ' -~ 


Firjii in a tofi of thofe fpifitual Perfeaions, Wherewith 
Man was endowed in his Creation. And' this is the defacing 
of the Image‘of God* Which was damp’d upon our Nature 
in Knowledge, Righteoufnds, and true Holinefs: And as a 
Godfequent upon this, ' 


- Scctttdly, In a violent Propenfion and Inclination to what- 
foever is really evil, and contrary to the holy Will and 
Commands of God. 'And this is the Image of the Devil, 
into Which Man by hlS Voluntary Apoftafie, arid Defection, 
hath transformed hitfifelf. Now this inordinate Inclination 
of the Soul to what is evil and finfuJ, is properly this Con- 
cupifeence fortridden in this Commandment. For the Soul 
©f Mart bfcing an active arid bufio Creature, muft dill be 
putting fbrth it felf in AidtoWisdttattfe toies Natutfe But b<k 
forethe fall; Min enjoyed fopernatural Grace, though in a 
natural Way, which inabled him to point every the lead 
Motion of his Soul towards God, and to die him as the Ob- 
je&, and End of alibis Actions: But forfeiting tliis Grace 
by sindfbCing left in the Hands of met* Nature, 

*11 his A<dfenfe r rioW, rrtftead of afpiring tttitd'Grid, pitch Ofl* 
iy upon the Oreatute. ’ Addfliis becomes Sid unto os, not 
meetly becanfe we af?e&, and defire created Good, (for that 
klawftd,) but becaufe we affe#, and defttu it in an inordinate 
rhaflrier; ; that is, 1 Without adofting, aaddetfringGod. And. 
thus, the SbM not being able; withOudGrdce andthelmage 
of God, to raife iw Operations unto God, pitched* upon 
what it can, wi low, Artful Obie&s, to the negle& and 
flighting of God. and the great Concernments of Heaven :. 
Arid tins is iti the general that inordinate Difpofifiori of the. 
Sotdj Which is here caHjed? Coveting, wPGorieupifo^iCft - 
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Now there are four Degrees of this finful Concupifcence. 

: /'»/?, There is the Motus prime primi , the firft Film and 
Shadow of an evil .Thought, the Imperfed: Embryo of a Sin 
before it is welllhaped. in us, or hat,h received any Linea- 
fnepts und; Features.' . And 1 thefe the Scripture calls the Ima¬ 
ginations of the Thoughts of Men’s Hearts, Gen. 6. $. God 
fau> that every Imagination of the Thoughts of Mans 'Heart 
was only evil continually : That is, the very firft figment and 
flu filing of our Thoughts, is evil and corrupt: Indeed fbme 
ofthefe are injc&ed by the Devil. Many times he afi&ults. 
the deareft of <jpds Children with horiia and-black Tem¬ 
ptations, and importunately calls into their Minds ftrangc 
Thoughts of questioning the very Being of God, the Truth 
of die Scriptures, the Immortality of the Soul, Future Re¬ 
ward and Puniftunents,! and fuch. other blafphemous, hi¬ 
deous, and unfhapen Monfters, againft the very Fundamen¬ 
tals of Religion, for the Truth of which they woo& willing’ 
ly facrifice their very Lives, as a Teftimony to them. Thefe 
indeed are not their Sins, although they .are their great 
Troubles and Afflictions ; for they come only from a Prin¬ 
ciple without them, and they are meerly Paflive .and Suffe¬ 
rers by ifeem, fo,;long as they arewatchfel to abhor and re¬ 
fill them, and to caft thefe fiery Darts of the Devil back a- 
gain into his Face. But then there,are other firft Motions 
arifing up in our-Hearts towards thofe Sins, which are more 
delightful and plcafant to pur fenfeal Inclinatioijs ; Thefe, 
(whatfoeyer the Papifts fey . to the contfjary,) ; psfoohas eye? 
they do.but begin to heave and.ftir in opr Breafts, fere truly 
Sins, and do, iq their meafure, pollute and defile the Soul. 
For the Soul of Man is like a clear Mirrour, upon which if 
you only breath, you fully, it, and leave a Dimnefs Uppn 'fe^ 
fo truly die very firit breathings of an evil ThoughtandDe* 
fire up in our fouls, do fully their Beauty, and dim their 
\m-'i Luftre» 
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feiftrc, and renderthe. Image of tipd ^rs cpnfptc^ous in 
them, thanitwasbefore. ; '. ^ V / r 

[; Secrndf), A farther Degree of this ConcUpifcence k, when 
Aefe evil potions are entertained in thefenfual Mind with 
lome meafure of Complacency arid Delight. When a fin- 
ole Objed offers it felf to a carnal Heart, there is a kind of 
inward pleafing TitUlation, thataffeds it with Delight,and 
begets a kind of Sympathy between them j that look aS in 
natural Sympathies, a Man is taken and delighted with an 
Qbiedbefore he Imows the Reafon why he is fo; fo likewife 
£ mis finful Sympathy that is between a. carnal Heart and 
a fenfual Objed, the Heart is taken and delighted with it, 
before it hath ted time to confider what there is in it that 
fhonld fo move and afted it. At the very ffrft fight and 
plim pfe of a Perfon, we many times find that we Conceive 
fonie more particular refped for hitm than pofilWy for a 
whole Croud of others, though all miyte wually unknown 
unto us: So upon the very firft glimpfe and apparition of a 
{infill Thought in our Minds, we find that there is fome- 
thing in it that commands a particular regard from, u$> that 
unbofomes and unlocks our . very‘Souls unto It,^ even before 
weteve theLeifure to examine wty. l 1; ; 

Thirdly Hereupon follows Aflent and approbation of the 
Sin in the practical Judgment; which being blinded, and 
forcibly carried away by the violence of .corrupt and carnal 
Affodions,: commends the Sid. to the. jekecutive Faculties. 

. The Underitinding is'the great‘Trie* of every .deliberate 


that Adion is. to be done, is tfre gr? iT; v . ^ 

fed in this Court; and alt the Powers and faculties of the 
Soul wait what Definfriye.lSent^nce' will be tefe pronounced, 
and fo accordingly proceed. Now here wp'Things' do 
. • r ° Nun ' ' ufually 
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Sin • God sLaw, and Gods Advocate, 'Cohf&difce: IPht 
Lawcondemns* andQonicience cites : ^utthen 

ike Anions Jlep'inTaW bribe *he °f 

riveitsYofS ^.Ti“i n 'n®*: < i I I ii -tT ; f i o ■■! > 
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Motanceyand pafe felt, tile 

^sasssspm^», 
s^j&tsssssgm 
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frietit: But irthe oin proceeus ain ri T,r: i f“Ti, 

the Bounds and Limits •dft'his'^riiBd'ittCtib,; 

der -the prohibition of feme of the ;fo?mer, whj<jh ^rb^tho. 

OutwardA&f of$ipv • , ; V •' : ;; :;i v .'j r ; •' 

! fhxis mhCh conCdririn^ ih^bfe^^Cri^ 

^Dbje&s'df \i\ Thy, Neigbtour^ \ 

njaits.hu c«ttleiCm& tthteh ; are d^i^etided illfoits 
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, / ? //$* 'jiam here to adore the ioll.'.tJwiuijels 

Sovereignty ofttyp great, .fits Awth^^y iromediateljr 
reacbejh ta^he.yeryqqul and jConfeieo^^. and lays an Qb- 
J^igaupn upon our, very Thoughts, arid, Hete j \vb.ieh 09 
hjuinane Law? can do. It is bui; a Polly fori Men. to jpterf 
peddle with, # ‘pr.iriipqfe Xaws unpn, th^M^whicfi. *Key cm 
tf^e/ho cognizance : Aridrtherrtpreom-VTfjpijgkfe andf P9- .v 
fires are free from, t^eltCenfufe, any fe*rt^r ijhao tljcy : ^i|cd,- m •*■••• 
vcr^emfelves.by ovetf 'A< 2 s.. 

Commands and Notioe of Men , yet they cannot, Wca'pe -Wl. - 
God. He feeth nut at- Men fee, neither jftdgetkh.eldf Men ' 


the mod opacous Bodies are unto us. The Lord, knovoetb the • 
Thoughts of Men that they are vanity , P&I. 94,11. And there¬ 
fore his Law, like hi? Knowledge, feach.9th , unto t ( h.e nfo(t 
fecret Recefles of the Soul, fearchpth evecy.' Corner, of the 
Ijeart, judgeth arid, condemns!tho^e c^lla^^^^hieb-Mfp 
never eipie; and if thefe find, harbour ancfftielter. there, 


V ;V' :: 5 *5 ;r:: !:.!>•-; • 2 V!! • ( LtfilL ,1 T" i.V .! r. •'.] U1J 

. i^fW^ Poptent.npt thy, felfwith anou^vard confc^- 
.ority tq tbe Law j btjtlabquii.tp. apprdwe thine Heart an. Sin* 

- '•* • ' 1 n* •' I** . t 1 * t:' _>v* : t ..'J ' mi r 
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Law readied only to (he ,putward,Man „ and although we 
entertain’d and cfaeriftnf Wicfcfed Defirfe?,and ^vif Purpofd in 
our Hearts; yet as long as they did hot break forth into 
outward Crimes, they, were not to be imputed unto us; nor 
did God account then) al jSins. And this St, Paw/ confeifeth 
of hirnfetf. That whiUt he wastrijhetj up Hi' t > harifiical'Prin- 
cipfesV'hedid ribt undeiftaha the iriWard motiohs bf Lufts 
to be Sins.; But alas! this is but ^ilding^over a dry and-rot*- 
ten Pott; which, though it may look beautiful, ro.Men-j 
yet God cpmes to'examine jt, .will not abide the fiery 
• Sctlut r TTial *. Thou aft "as trh ly a Murthertr, : a Thfef \ dn 1 Adul- 
tererlrt God s'fight, if thou doft hu t Har^ur 1 bloody, ttii* 
tftuUum 'ddiflj' unjuft Thotighrt in "thine Hearty.,’ is thou 1 W’oultffiibe 
^nZbtt ih Men’s, if thou lnotildd: a&uallykiH, or deal, l or‘ wallow 
lav.Sat.13. in die open and profefled Abb of Uacleannefs; Indeed mod 
*f.v tS Men. do herein grofiy delude thbmfeives ; and; if they' can 
hht refrain from the outward cbmn^flion of grols.andlcan- 
s»e«t dalous Sins, they very feldoth refted upon theirHtatt-Lufts, 

lnir r Rhe. w hich, tike deep Ulcers ranrie inwardly, ana pbfbaps grow 
incurable, when all the while they may be skinn’d over 
with a fair and inoffenfive Life. Although the Heart eftu- 
'ate andIjboil* over With malicious, 1 revengeful, lafciviouis 
Thoughts, yet(he^ ufually, difpence wi|h’ thefe, and thfeir 
'bidtutal '^^oflfci^rioe indulgetli. them Without ffifturfeemee. 
But deceive Mpt your felves , God is not mocked^ nor can he be 
impofed upon by external Shews y neither will he judge off 
' thee as others do, or as tilbu thy fcffdoftI know it |s a Vd- 
ry difficult thing to convince Men of the great Evil that 
therejs in fmful Thoughts and .Defires ; and therefore very 
difficult to perluade them to labour againft them j forbe- 
baufe they ate of a final! and minute being* therefore ’Men 
‘ihihk they carry in them butfmail <?uilt; and iittte’Dabgef. 
' Every Man that hath but a rerfinapt ofCbnCcibri^ iCTt hnii, 
; Wilf beware of grois and notorious Crimpy tfjtttcarfy'the 
Mark of Hell and Damnation vifiUy ftampy j upon their 
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Fore-heads: Such as he, that can without Reluctance com¬ 
mit; them, muR jneed^ ownhirnfelf for. the apppreni iQff- 
fpruigof ri>e Devil. Butfor art invifiblq Though tya Notion, 
a Defife, a Thing next nothingj this certainly I may pieafe 
my felf ^ithal; for,'tin? can hurt; no- one. By. a maUciou* 
Porpofo, f»,wfoqgLnq; Mify • by a/*oyet6ui; Defire, I Retort 
frpflt >nohlan.; ind^kai’d&^ea^vi* then eah .there' benin 
dijr? |t ij tf'ue indeetf)' we?f : tho« only po deal with /Men* 
■wliprp immaterial Things touch not, there wece no fijeh 
great Evil jnthetn^ Rut when.tbou haft like wife, to do with- 
*«j immaterial: andrfprritp*]:; Qnd,. before whom: thy. vztf 
Thoughts and Defoes, appear-, r .as- fobftanmlnwid. bOnftdera- 
hle-a^thyoQutward Adaon** ^hsn know tlifct tltefe,- jrttfliglit 
and thin Beings as they are,' fall onder-hisGenfura here, and 
will fall under his Revenge liereaftef; ^ . 

, - w w«^thijPer/uaOoneffe&Hajly wroughtinBotiicMjrtds 

of. Men Jf were^pnfobfo jhc&dd ifaujget^aiBlbl^Bs’ah 
W Win,; frtKh^'.ttncleanii.^licipiHtTiiohgirfsiahd 
Pehres i\ VVere it. pollible they., fo'dofety, fcroOd • on 
Goeltatrice Eggs, .which will bring-ford! nothing but 
Serpents-to Ring them to Eternal Deaths Were it polRble 
they .fhpuld deirgbt; ip roll ing, add toffing-a Sinto and fro lh, 
gadbyd^gfjji^g’ie,;ji^kftdie/Oa^l fenieift®. 
com(eflpe. for not daring- to rpoefirnh: ft. ; Certainly >Tiuriv 
A*®B a r? a R. 0 ge$lier Phaeqyaihted whh .th'e.iifc and Powii: 
.of true Qraee, when,; as jhofoi $in$. wbfo.li they dare nat>a& 
.yetthyy^re 'with, RJeaforbiRWtemplpt^. aotf Raflgh widow: 
theirfagqies,*mjhmgmvions • >• >«>. • iWV/btts 

; ' .fiy#«wwardsrj :bdwall, mud fibitortA- 

jauiR- thft;pft^nd • Gpneupifcence Whfoh: lodgeth thlare: 
And jneyerTpptent thy fol^hat^How haft'daamrfcd pp the 
F^^tl^^rppiapqs frp0 foVerOdwini thy ; Idfe 'and 
AWP^h hgfthift.fcifcethe 

o?<3 y] I'iv; f.va 
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Thirdly, , See here the beft, arid; the foreft Methods to keep 
us from the outward Violation of God’s Laws ; which is to 
mortifie our corrupt Concupifcenceyand Defires. * And there- 
fore (as I told you) the Wifdoirt Of God hath fet this Com- 
mandmfent in-the lad;- Place, as a Fence and Guard' to ah the 
reft ;i Thou fludrriot Codefc; and then ' certainly, * fhou ftwlfe 
aaod’KiU; non-Sbeal; dor commit-'Adultery, nbT bear Falfe 
.Witnefs;' but- be kept pure from all outward Defilements of 
the FIclh’' when; thou art ’thus cleanfed from' the inward 
1>efilemetitsro£'the Spirit>Fdr frorii thefeit ‘ is> that alt the 
more ivifiblb Sint of our LiVeS : arid Actions have their fupply. 
Apd therefore^ jfaith «o«i Saviour^ Maith.- iy. tyV Oitf of 
the Heart freed d evil' Thoughti , Murders , xduiterfes. 
Fornications , Thefts , falfie Witntfs, Blaffhemy . ObferVe that 
be puts: evil Thoughts in the Front, as the Leader of all this 
Slack Regiment. -For out of this evil- Titeafare of the Heart, 
Men bring fotth EvilThirigs; arid all the Fruits t>f the FJefh, 
the Grapes of Sodotn*, land the Clufters of Gemtttab\ receive 
their Sap and. NourUhmcnt from this Root of Bittemefi. 1 Ft 
ought therefore moft defervedly to be the great t an<| chief 
Care of every Chriftian t6 lay the Axe to this Rdot^ tb purge 
-and: head thiSTountairty that fends forth foch corrupt,' : and 
fpoifondus.^Str&imgy to keep his Heart Clean fronv fii%l 
-Thorights r and Afiedions i and then this Life will be dean 
by Gbmfemkeace^ And- therefore God very preftlngly re- 
• {qube& this*. ftei yAq .; © Jerufal'em* ihf'heart from 

iVickednefs j How long fhall vairi Thoughts 'lodgitfithin thee* 
-And faB tneadd^ that pnlefo-We ^ake this bur chief Care; 
uole& We do knbft folicitoufly oblerve th&laft Comnjand- 
rriient* hli ouc Gibe lnf obfepvingthe former,"wiirbe utterly 
iin. vaini; not pnly in- refpe3? of our ; Acceptance, and Retyaj-d 
:rt&thiGbd^ bucas- to&riygpod^ffiijeahd' AlI :: oth<p' 

Endeavours will be as fuccefslefs, as to attempftlifCnretrf'an 

Ulcerous 
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Ulcerous Body, without purging it, where the Corruption 
will quickly break forth again ; or to attempt the empty¬ 
ing of a Pond, that hath many Springs (till riling up 
in the Bottom of it, which will foon grow as full as ever 
it was. 






S E R 



ON 


; On JOHN VII. XIX. 

Did not \!Mofe$ gi>e you the Lair : And yet hone of- yOn 
hepetk the Lair ? 

Have in feverai pifcourfes, according to tfre Meafure; 
I of Divine AAiftance, endeavoured to vmfold u nto you. 
M - the vaft Contents of the Law, and thofe various Du* 
ties that are fummarily comprehended in thole Ten 
Words, which the infinite Wifdomof God hath given us as 
an Epitome and Abridgment of all Morality. ; | well know,, 
and am allured, that there never was, neither can there be 
any. Tfeatife fc>exa$ and particular, as to d^ain this whole 
Saveli: -For fince itcomprizeth ip it the Whole Duty of 
Man, in every particular Occurrence, .and,.A&ion of his, 
life^.ftnce tjie yariety.of Qrcufqftanqes $ alrrjofl ipfinite ; 
and yet tbdfe eircumjance^^ec^ie out ; 1 A&ops, .and ‘ mal*. 
them morally* fitter gopd or, qyil' ,A^d t ^pce /every.. friT. 
cept extends its Branches, fq fat, • os to ipjo^n .every ManV 
Djaties collaterally, which yet 4 t doth- not touch diredUy jj 
arid, to forbid ,v«3r- c Bwnyf. which it; 

doth-not; ifJimdW3F' % pirphj|pit ( ; vpfhej-efqte: I ,cannot })uf« 
jadgejtneift-tpifA.lfqpqllibility minutely) to.. reckqn ppevc* 
iy fin, and.efjery DHQr; methodical!^ to rank ajjd wlpp% 
tfcfitBLtvery.oijie ui)dey chat particular < (^pmmanjd. to which 
.t . '. Oed * J ■ ' they 
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they do properly appertain-. The ferieua- C o nt e mplatio n o £ 
this boundlefs extent of the Law, occafiomrdth zrPfnimift- to. 
fay, Pfal. 119. 96. That he had feen an end of aB Perjethon 
He had taken the Dimenfions-Otall other Things, and found. 
them fuch, as an inquifitive Mind might defcribe the whole * 
Limits and Coqfpalkof tliftm sBut tbr Cjemmawdmnt ifyx- - 
ceedim lr\oad r Not*for the irjdlilgenc&'itf ■ gives fcjfcr fa*# is . 
exceeding' narrow.' The- broad Way is not-tile Way/of 
God’s Commandments; but that which leadeth down unto’. 
Deftru&iort : Rut broad it/fs, ity refpie< 9 { qf - ,its Qrrnprehen- 
fivenefs, as it reacheth to every Thought of\>ur Souls, and> 
every Afltion oi opjoLives,, apd..oyeiy .Qr^umflanoe of- both* 
And therefore frnce the Z^w of God 'iS-of fuch an urttneafifra- • 
ble Latitude; as Aflrvnomers take-only the more confpicu* 
ous., apd remarkable. Stars into their Conftellations , but 
1'eavef mnuht^able others, With whidfthlg Hdtfveiisartievii? • 
iy Where: thidt : flhddedf tbtk^caluftk iQbferVgtiOfr of the 
Bfchbldtrs i So- f have contented^ rriy fed? to * ret^artt unw you 
thole Dutibi and; Sins wbich^re rftofb eminent^,* atidtb re¬ 
duce th^mdnto Oder under thefe- feveral-PFecepts^ where*- 
they ate; eithei required^ ot foMbiddeny teayin^'toHumwablfr 
oth»^-tb*.y5otoi* d^n ; i«ivate f Qb^Mattefl.'! J;: ' J t J i - mr- u ; 

• I" hope* thfrt^h^ hathl 3 efeU } Ifftlkrf kftthfeib?- hathf ricMP 
bdep as ‘Vetter 'fpHt upOn'tlhd Grduftd, ^oH a- S&bftd buly- fbit^ 
rered dnd lofrlirthe Air.' ' l Fbr'thefe*THfllgs aiu> of 
Concertitnentf to 1# t^TIie HHhWiedgbUhd^PSrafiliife ‘ofihetfii id 
ds thuefr : yin&tiiisy fey* 
tfifa*y«fr, 7 ife •.! ‘'lfeye fcb-Lifo .uadi 

iSkfedi bcfbtt-ydu i .TLify, ?f yd'Wljl h&frkbfi‘ ; ob^ >bUr> 
ErernaVDeathahdT 5 eft;ro(ftidii : , if fe reftifc'and-'VGbeh. E*ri-i 
tfcrtain nbe any* tow 1 ahd ( de&fag'TTtougkfs b£ th 
Think 1 hbt the preafchibg of-ft' hhWdtteiy‘%he i *'Ft , eedaniik3fj 
GT/fel-'Tmcs, or of 'GtfbettS\}{r\i & 1 * ‘Pkrfdw that # COftipfcWr 
bfRulh Nbtionifts, ivlro are very * WiMih^ tef frttIkfi<ofr<hei 
Yoke tfonr their Necks''; anjf td deliVerihemfclVes rather? 

G ! y front 
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trbttf’tW; Confciencse, &aU'fc<wi 4 he ftwier iof jSn^rha'vfc 
•^awidttred ‘agairifcthte wiyofe pwfline^BuQ^ ym& iri&rdng 
,fhe '!Arith<#ky * ifihthe Laities Mgw kfithaohiag:; aridHav© 
%lafphemed it, as contrary t^thtat-Libetty wh*oh<2hrifl>hatb 
;purchafed for us ; and ‘mu<?h 1 )eneath. ^thettyiritual Attaiu- 
mentsbf thofe'thatf sftemfade pirifi&in (him. And i .'fear 
-teftforfte’wf that corrupt Leaveh may'HWl wanain in the Spi¬ 
rits Oftdo many, whodelig^ftonly itbhoar\of theftichesfof 
■free Graces the Privilege* of. Saints,, ihe Mnfiiffideacy, ^md 
.Willingnefs of Ghrift -to feve them ;: andean milt thenafel vos 
<away in 'the “tery^ ! Sti^rt«fs ia(rri"”Tendbtiifefe ^fil jtheir 
•Soils Under <uih glirtous - Dtfoovettefc I Bqt >iF ©bedienci, 
itfndgofld^^orlst^grefs-’d-j if wepre*ch 'to'«h?n» Oode^:- 
tnirtgRighteonfnefs, Temperance, and Jafiice, und thofe Mo- 
<ral Duties of the 'which refpoft our Department tb- 

wards Men, as well as thofe which refpe& the Worftiipiand 
Servicdof God ; this Is flat, and iafipid to thefe nice arid 
refined Profeflors, and they are ready with afcomfalPityto 
cenihtt ft forhoneft, Moral Do&rine, (fit only for young 
Beginners, who are not as yet oome from under a legal 
dOifpenfation. 

• Biware, tpy Brethren, that you do not thus vilifie and 
'difparage the HolyLaiv of Grid. Fdrlet the tdl yon', this 
is theRule that he hath-given Us to guide ©or Anions; and 
this is the Law ,.by which he himfell will judge them: There 
isno other way to obtain’Salvation, but only through Obe¬ 
dience to it. This LaW'isthe Very Gate of -'Heaven arid ' 

the Two Tables . are the t;wo Leaves of it. We ihall never 
eriter mfo it, but brily through, thefey f&v. VL *4*' BleQed 
are they that do his Commandments, that they May have R/qht 
unto the Tree of 'Life, and may enter in throng the Gates'in¬ 
to the City. ..Although Our Salvation be the Purchafe of 
Oteitt aiul he calorie hath redeem’d us from Death, and pro- 
■Qtfetl for us Glory and Thiniortality by his 6Wn riroft pro- 
"cibA Blood- •Vet hire‘fliuScripture affirm Sj-that We ©brain b 
V • Ooo z Right 


/ 


Digitized by 


Google 


tag fcjfcttWO* ml°h*7.J9- 

R jght wtffl the Tree of Ltfej | t. t* tjo Eyerlalling life, by 
oar Obedience , ^ doiu# the Cpww^uimen^ of G<*J. 
A Rights not indeed bf Merit 5 hit u ; Right i>f Evidence, 
oar Obedience to the Lrt> istbfi only found Evidence th« 
we can have for our Right tp.the .Promifes, of the Gofpel; 
and without an univerfel Qbedifcncp iu ; da^whole Q?vrfe :f of 
-our Lives* all our Jbys,, ami^b®fpirt% ^nd ; con^eqf ^iq)0- 
dationi Df Heavcn.andiHdppiQefs, arp but t fpjendjd Delufir 
ons, and enthufiaftical Dreams, ..byiWhichMpnoflopfq Prin¬ 
ciples and Pradioesr, leek tft unite (together tjvo- Things, 
which,God hath put&tlan irreco^l^ble dUlanqs; tfiat isjp 
.fey, an unholy Life. here* and. an; happy. Life- %reaftcr. 
And if to p/efe this great Truth ;^pop, the C^fciepce 
to infill on the necefiity of new Obedience, and Repentance 
from dead Works, as well as Faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift* 
be legal preaching, let mine fee ever, fe acppuqted.. But ii^ 
deed this is ib; fer from being ,a legfil, Pfadrioe* mat it is one 
of theigreateft and mod precious .Truths,, that the Golpelexr 
hibits. To preach up JulUfkatibn by the Law, as &£mer 
nant,..is legal, and makes void the Deatkaod Merits of J$- 
fus Chrift. But to preach Obedience to the Law as a Rule, 
is Evangelical;,* and it favours as much, of jvNew t^imeht- 
5piiit (as theyphrafe it) to urge tl^e Qwuhsinda^f theLaw, 
astodtfplay theProraifesof die Gofpel..< ,. »; : 7 • 


There are: two great Ends for whlcli the Laww^sat. fir# 
[given ,* Con vision, and Refongatjaa* {; f :3 


v first* It was giyen, and ought lfitt, ,$abq preached; fqr 
the Convi&ion of Sinners: And it ferves to convince them ot 
Three Things. \ . 


/ '..a-;uj 


Firji t Of their Guijt contraded by the ; Traiii^gtelpen, «jf 
the Law. - For by laying their Anions to the Rule* j^pm,- 
paring the Stridnefr and Purity ofijKe on<j* jwitb the £%- 

quity 
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iralty.W Defeats of other,' they. «gr«W 
See offended , end their hanral Confewee <^7 

• AdS«taEOto’diar«e their SdiandOmlt “pon^-.-i. V»P 

toh ihe^VpofHe,««", 3 -«». »«. We , iMW L wL,Jt ! hu l s 

faith, it faith to thtr,, that are fJ"A‘ 

f£i i?cL Jilt, Mora &, for'i/tha Lao, u the W 

•Wnf'^Sii.' 1 '" : ™.mr.h . -hwl 

,-y c 6 ’ : ■ \ ■ - ' • : • ' "..) / ■■■ 

• or that Wrath and eternal Death, to whidr 

r ^ey<ftan/’exp^ed fcy reafon: aftheir i the 

''Sw^tbat 'finMtth, it Ezdc. i§* (£n 

tttjftWm Wktimeth mi in, */hhngH^r*mm*4* 
the liooWof the Ldt» to Jo, tbeni, Gal. J. »<* < And, , ; . 

• ' TBrJliy It ferves to convince tw of the jitter kapoM^iliiy 
nrfd^ frmch'fce lie in this IdnrifalleO'and^fjHi^Sft^. pf 
VWf.Kb^iiUnd •Joftificatioa by .the WwJ« ^th^ Ippfio»- 
<if cbl r ihg Worksof.the LatrJM 

I: ih e i&l m k**wb Jge of Si *.: For weccannot.b^uftj- 
fied by out obedience to it, linCethe LaW ^iporiftrates that 

nc ' 1 u 7 . r. n. *. 7 ^- /Mit tup lv» in fri fipn nV m.V 



- r> L 


rbwe^j^ntiwlien 

1 klSth'Stotife • Matita.defpam MMflifefil 
3 his4^t,4filtha«i W*th?irt which ^ 

?efcf& 
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Dafkntfis, fflltfce’Spirit of Ocri .who hath thus byjtbeK^i- 
1 iiri v ftry of i'he J Eitw convinced rhim:0f IwownUnTnghieotd- 
iteft in hiri^el^ ^Sotli MirtitWy of UieGolpel cop- 

■•yince him 6f a'Rtghteoufhefs out ; of hknfel£ in the Lord Jp- 
fus Chrjft: For it ii the Spirit that fo*vi*eet\ tit if Si *, of 
'KrgitexmfnefS,' tutAof 
*•" • ' ' •" '• - : -•'• t V . i 

Secondly, Another great End of the Moral taw* .is, CRo- 
forpiation and Obedience: That having oar Rule before us, 
\We friayfcndaVOut tOConformorir Actions accordingunfco it 5 
and be deterred'‘by the Majeftyiand/ Authority pf 4 t, ;r«n 
adding^Sin to Sifi,-ahd'treafurbtgMp to our, Jelves Wrath 
' Bgaiitfl 'the VTy dfWtaib j and that by \ feeing v Qtir Defies, 
we may endeavour- to amend them. Thus the Apoflte teds 
us, Cal. 3.19. That the Law was addedhecaufe of Tranfgref- 
cn, i. e. becaufe of the exceeding pronenels qf oar corrup- 
ted J Nafares to trarffgrefej.God hath given usan holyqfld lp- 
'Fete La*v to curb incur Lulls, to check.ow headstrong J>e- 
''firm anddenlbal Appetites, and to keep uswithin the Bounds 
'of Doty and Obedience: For thefetwo great Ends was the 
Law given ,• Convi&ion and Reformation. - 

• 7 v ;• ".••0; 

^ Andfupoti bmTl : th<tfe r Accoi»ntS)the Pceactong of the Law 
'$'bf iti^ohiieTiecieffify'': Toiy ■ I , 

‘ Fir ft, Wjttre the Law hath not wroughtits convincing 
*%Orh^h ; pdw^^ upoiHhe Corafafehpe,.' ifoereilhfc 
‘of fdlf&Cftrm' will- bb'altogether, iovauu nKor untU a Sio- 
ner be throughly convinc’d of his Guilt and Mifery tr add ins 
Cpnfcienoc awakened by the Threats and Terrors of'the 
‘ I*w, that'he ;ftarfds : forfeited xo^hc Jnftioeof God, Jitblc 
16 eterpaf’Wrath,and may: every moment be fwalfojv’d -up in 
f J theAfeyfc iotbnahichXJiPM^Bidsfyfare 

‘bifyifackifly toertdbracethdfoTefld«rs t o£Me^(?F pdiichtbe 
7 ; Gofpel 
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Cftfpd holds foftli-utfto Him :b$r jtfos iOiriftj. he’wra^fe KlnJ- 
fdfirffcis ©vmx:a»ii»^ednfidoriorattti > Security;. and. fees ad", 
need -of rooking cue- after any other JUgtoeoufotefev than his*. ' 
own ; and- although his- owm Righnjoufnfifs bebatf filthy. 
Rags, both impeded: and impure; yet being his own, he • 
thirf^rheim better than:b(5M-oUYd::ftab^ AuU'thSrefore; 
faith our Saviour, Matth. 9 . it. The whole need not a Phfji- ■ 
ciwdi imthty timwe'frckj Te. Thofe'wlib th'infc' tftetnfeiVes 
whol^and found, although- indfeed titty: b© fide unto- death, 
they* need.not atPhtfician; tiheyapiprehertd uotth&rrreedi 

opjulfl, oor wiil-ttiey bep^fuadedltb feek Unto himj- And, 

• -Am A; ' * C) 1 :y ,• :C -r , - 

^^^As'(Chrift<artflDe<Bejaceeptedi where:the Lawrdotiv 
nfttpwfopmiits^coh vinci ffg, Work •; fo hewilinor five,where '• 
it* dot& mat? pdrforth it^fttforft^4Woifc ioWliete there is no-> 
aj^dn®ritWUftfAliefbc&rhbdr»,’iwgwe»dft OfStay,' rfor* 
true 1 hopes* of&ilvfittonk Fd# lOhliflrifc givew ti&mrt td fave> 
u& in ow ShisV but fk>tn thek&-’}'/&ft the' Author of ete*ndX 
S*h»tio&Walltkoft'thatoi'eyMmiHtte y; 9 / ' *• 

. t .... A >; 1 . v 1 .'•/•#. .1 r .. j ; c ‘ > 

i.AndttoybuJftt of; ^hat^Wohit^ncodaityk feto prefe 1 ■ 
tfi8‘4aw f 'Upd<Ptho> : 4ot)ft4«jfcei, to dinbuttte'itS TerrbP^ -tb 1 
insutoatedft 'Preeepts; finee'-the- ctm v'itrcing Wbrie of it prfrs 
pares us for Chrift, and itirefbffldng'Wodc fop tbe Salvations 
purchafed by Chrift. Without the one we fhall never come • 
unwhimiAnd wi&i&ut-tHd othefc^we^aMine^^ j 
by l£mb • r. ji . . i i... 1.; :i ; r ;.vT uh < ; • .task 

• :m 1 ]r »•••;:•. v-v ’ ;: •• <• ~i. L. cA '; rt 

- That w<hiclt:r chiefly deftgtrfor the prefer ivtotreatof; 
tfco eoaviHciitg/ Work ofthfc' Law,- ahd' tha« itireauhiofI© * 
Three 1 G*tk\ Ceh^Uk‘ of^)rkt$4 . 

add twm ■'mt&tip'Jtm■ 
&V ftrfelWsifMritfxtfyeii}JrtfaT&gbf&kfiieJl,■■<".: • : - > > 

: < . r -:[ ‘ i'l. -r’." ■: 

Iftfttf 


} .1 



I (halt now tredtoftheFird u Xt> which purpofe ! have 
chofen thisPortian'of Scripture* John 7.19. Did not Mofes 
give you the Law ? And yet none of yon keepeth the Law. In 
which Words we have an Expoftulation, and an Accufation. 

in the Eipoftttiation We nfay take notice of Three Things. 

Fir ft. That this Law of which our Saviour (peaks, was 
the whole Sydeme of Divine Precepts, both concerning Ce¬ 
remonial Hites, Judicial Precedes, and Moral Duties: For 
the Jews from. Mofets Hands . received Indtu&nns for all.. 
their Oblervances, Gifts, Offerings, Wafhings, and other 
Typical Parts of Worlhipj and fbr all their Suits and Con* 
troverfies between Man and Man, which was the common 
and (landing Law of their Nation; and laftly, (brail Moral 
and Natural) Duties, refpe&ing either Goa tor Man. flat 
this lad being the, chief part of the Law of Mofes, is here • 
likewife chiefly meant and intended. Yet none of you keepeth 
the Law ; /, e. None of you obferveth to do according to the 
Commands of the Moral Law. Forour Saviour frequently 
bears them wit nefs that they were very pun&ual obfervers 
oft he Ceremonial and Judicial laws-,* but condemns them • 
&r negle&jng the weightier Matters ef the Moral Law&kdg* 
went, Mercy, and faith, Matth. i3« 

, j . \ t 

Secondly, Whereas js is (fid, . That f he Law was given ante 
them, i. e. to the Jews; it mud be underdood, That the Ce¬ 
remonial and Judicial Law was given unto them both im- 
mediaetly^pd only ; but the Moral Law was>given to diem 
indeed immediately, but not only. No other People on 
Earth were necedarily Obliged to the obiervation of th$Coi' 
temonipl Law, much lets of the Judicial, hutthe Jews -alofick 
Yea, and (as I have before obieryed,) Profely tes of other 
Nations were admitted to the hopes of Salvation, without 
binding them to any other Oblervances, befides the keeping 
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% dttttt&ft dft Jofol *f. 1!^ 

ofthe (even Precepts Of Noah} To renounce Idols, to i)orfiJf> 
the true God,' tt commit -no Mutt her, norZfncleandef,nor\ 
Theft, to exttute juftice,, and to abftain from Blood. But the 
Moral La\yj although it was given to them immediately , 
yet not only to them j but its Obligation is as univerfal as 
hamane Natureit felf ji for iudeed it is ijhe very Law of Na- 
turey and right Reafon reduced fntoPrecepts ; and therefore 
although JiUfes gave this LaW tirito theifrak theMirtifterahd - 
Mediator of*he old Covenant i yet 4 t : is likewife given to 
usby God, as tfoeCaufe and Author of our Nature, and the 
Commands’of k are as obligatory unto iri, as them; fo chat 
as our Saviour frith to'the fowl. Did not Mofts' give ym[ 
theLdm ? I mayfay to you. Did not <xod give you the Law.*' 
and yet none of you keepeth the Low. ~ 

Thirdly , Whereas it is faid, that Mofes gave them the 
I^w, we nrall here riote* 

^.J>ir 3 y That Mofes gave it only Minifterialty; but God 
Primarily and Authoritatively: And therefore, Gal. x. 19. 

It is laid, that the Lam was erven by the hand of a Mediator , 

And Mofes is commended for being faithful in all God*s 
Hoafe, asa'Servant, Heb.3. f. As one Who received Com¬ 
mands from the great Lord and Matter of'it* and delivered 
* tftemtohis'FellowtServants. 


Secondly , That although the Law were given by Mofes; 
yet as-to the Moral Part of it, and’fome of the Ceremonial, 
it was. owpedin the Ghurth of God long before his Mini- J 
ftry. As for’ -fome Parts of the Ceremonial Law, we read 1 
frequently of Sacrifices and Circumcifion inufe among the 
Patriarchs, many Ages before Mofes % Time ; and fo frith’ 
OUT Saviour, John 7,2a. Mofes garde unto yOU the Ciriumci* 
Jim i not beeaufe it is of Moles, but of she Fathers. And- 
for theiMoralLaw, allthe Duties of it were incumbent up* 
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oft from the very fyf: Cj&atjQB of tbenWfttld* k«g. 

before-'the tyomi£m*k 

Murther was Iqrbidden, and ivK>wn-tohe'a^* .hfafero th$\ 
Lord proclaimed* Thu,fit A not 4/# Ysa* and cauflals Ask 
g£r* apdtdpudy ^V(epge%l jfrrppffs i w* 9 &mSj, Gem.+ fit 
d. FoftnicatwA \yas:*bpdi ') flPSQ? qt«i,ac. Si» i worthy o£ 
Vm)*x W': ««**»*!<*; Worfliip: 

and -Service* ©faSodifl; S^lfftM %pd'ftiWi6k:^»flwW^. wtts 
tpeiv hnown, tobeaDuty y as apples, Ge* 4 - *j 6. - Sothac 
thp Church of- God .neW; *«?§>. frayfft. foaHrbewithout this 
Ijaw, ;horifr writ^upqn thair hea*t3<,> liidiblwvdfietpimc^d) 
uflto th^p^cidy'tqr'tho.l^iqiftfyof the GtorchsEor-: 

. fq 2%i> is fold tp bq a, Tty&kex Itos th&Qid'l 

World % xPeti. Yet, T •. . 


- TkihLfa Ifr is. laid’ to- beu gjyfc* by UetajifcofUie 

more folemn and confpicuous Deli^^ofii){titflMhBiiQt/«Sf«ie^ 
when Godefpecially magnified him, hy calling him up into 
the Mount, ephuepfingwif H< h*n Forty; Days; Wiitihg^with- . 
his, ownrFiqger thqTep {^ipmandmema, Or two Thblssofl 
Stone,, aod aahvqring, die® 1 haiicW to; ezchihitiuita < 

tjiq^eqp|e, Npw hsqaufo of tbifl ffetena-ftromulgatioa^ofithA 
La^ybyi thp MpW andr NUaifl^. pfc euR 'Sauk)ur.\tfiMi. 

that itt^-gjyep'i tjh^fihlhyl bif»^ And; thisisiaJh 
that I thall confider in the. Expq^^ladPn; Enl :*d/cMi*6&r 
give you the Lam.*. 


■ •' | M - '•■• -us-J •;:!::•' ur .i!; r : in 1 f ,v'..vr.* i*. 

] . which:! pdsfiiHai^intfnd) tftimfift)]*jr;isoBi»A»( 
dilation ,. 4 u 4 ryetrnm tf. p>u\fofpfithirt>*H 'LavLoc/toAswi 
iadon that may truly l»-l4td^^ly^:^aMrfb:tl*55^j, hah 
againil alt theWprW^Never; apy o^r^rTifixiiiiJthei 

v-eryfirft Creation- of theWorWvUStP thfeday*en*$tiDgh^ 
only wh(^wa*thq Son- of God* weUsaa tho Spatwft Mao^ 
apd; whom it hcamt tf jtdJi{.a#;Rl$tt<m(nefa*k rd»d; o* 
cap. perf«% f ai*d_e»f% iql&cali, fcfet thetUatanaKCod no* 
quires. And 
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. And lo this the Scriptures give abiinclaht^Teftltuony 
Rom, }• x$.‘ -AB have finned^ andeome jbort of -the- 
Glory of. God. . Jam. 3. %. In tnany things we offend nR. 

And the Prophet oonfcfleth the corruption of our Natures, 
and the hoperfe^ion of put heft Perfowpances, /fa.64. < 5 , 

We art a£ as dnomdean thin & and aU oar Rtgktceufneffts arp . 

Os filthy Mags. 5<?/o«w-chaileogetii the heft .and holieftup-, 
on this Point. Prbv.xo. 9. Who eon fay 9 / have spade mine 
Heart t lean, Jam pure from my Sin > Many Other Places 
rruy be albdged to the feme purpose j as, 1 .point *.-8. If 
we fay that -we have -no Sin, ae deceive oarJelves t -and.ihe. 

Truth is not ih vs. And, verJl tQ- If we fiay tbatyoe .have 
not ihtnedy toe make him a Lyar. And all thefe Exhortations: 
which we find in Scripture to confefs our Sins, to rfepertt 
of diem, to watch: and drive againft them, do aU clearly, 
beat down the iftfotent Pride 0f> tbofe who accept them- 
felves but of the oumbfer of Tiunlfefefiors and Offenders. 

And is it not very ilrarfge, that rifler fe> many exprefe To* 
ftimanies afScripturefthan whwh nothing can be more 
plain and pofkive* notwithftanding that everyday and hour 
might admtoifterafeundant Convi^ioa to them; yet there 
lhould be a generation of Men Jfo inapudendy Vflinrgloriou% 
as to boaft of an abfolute Perfedion in this Life ? And yet 
this is the Do&rine of the Papi&s, That a :Mdn may aQ 'his 9 fi Tr, f 
JLife-time e/cbeth einryMrrtal Sin y 'anddoa£ that theLaw of e ’ 1 ‘ 
God reflates efbirp, And uctt onfly fb:;but*sif God’s 
Laws were not a Rule Arid enough fotitbttn to.wklkbyt 
they hold, he may do much more than he is ohli&d unto , and 
fuftrertogate y and merit for ether! whKfd&Jbort.vf Peffeflh. 
an; and Idy .Use' Atm if his ypndWorki into , the comtooy 
Stocks and Treafury of- the CbttrekAb id granted pat ito other s * 

that want them. And although they affirm* That.* Jnjli r 
fied Perfon isjlill liable to commit Venial Sins ; yet they 
ma k e thefe Venial Sins to be of lb flight a Nature, that 

Ppp z they 
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Bellar.de they are, not repugnant to Grace , interrupt not. our Friend/Bip * 
mnif.Grat. w ^fj Q 0 jt dejerve not eternal PujiijHment's, require neither 
Nos do*e- Confcfkan nor Repentance,’ and‘ are 0} fo bar me fa Nature* 
mut com- that he that dieth in them, may yet notwithjlanding be faved. 
Tnifupcc- Certainty thefe be ft range kind of Sins, that do not offend 
God, nor deferve Punilhment} tier need Repentance j and 


dam ex if a Man live free from aH thefe, I think hemayreadily con* 
fuanon c l U( le that ma y hve free from alt Sin>; for as- they defcri* 
indig, wm bed thefe Venial Sins, they can benone. Yea, fome ofthem 
reddere grant that by the fpecial Grace of God, a Man may live free 
amicitta f rorH Faint, not Only of Mortal, but of Penial Sins too ; 
Dei, & andfo attain to aifpotlefi Perfection And this proud Con* 
Mortis a- cgjt of Perfe&ion isjiot only entertained by Pa pi Its, but by 
a fort of Frantick People amongft us, who yet exclaim againft 
all others, as Poptfh and Antichri/tian ; but perceive not whole 
Craft hath taught them both that and many ocher Popilh 
Bo&rines • as, fuftificatiin by Works, the Infitfioiency of the 
Scriptures, afld Infallibility feat ed in\ any-humane Breast '. 
Certainly the Hand of Joab is- in.att this. Concerning tbefe, 
I (haU fay no more, but what the Wife Man’ obfervod of fuch 
aRaceof confident Self-Jufticiaries in his Pays, Prov. 30.1x1. 
There is a Generation that are pare Uttieirma £yes, and yet 
Ore not Vyajbetffromtbept''i^hindf^ -■ • . •: 

• , ' , • i i ’ 1 i .•! • **: r ::' :V\J\ ji'iK r.'; ; > r 

But what! Are then die Laws of God impoflible to be 
fulfilled i Is it not our Imputation *to the Equity and Wit- 
dom of God, that* he fbou ltl coknmand' thdr which ~we>«rt, 
net able to perform* r. i : - r,\j { h;'l -j!;j : i r, :’a: 7 

’ • ,, ' r . r , ,» ... ' [ 1 j v . 

1 ’j r :'.. 0 ,«'U ‘aV'> , , ,i. » • 

I>Anfwer. Firll, The Laws of God are in tihemfelves pof* 
fible as wellasjuft 5 and there is nothingwhich he now re* 
quires of us,' which he didnot- 6ndo\V- us with ftreogth in • 
our Creadon to perform*-’ C-a 1 ..-' v 


Secondly, 
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SecotJM Intbtsour falleq andcorrypted Eftatc ourpeiv 
fed: Obedience is-become jmpoflibie j: not becaule the Law! 
is more flridt and rigorous; but becaufe we are grown, 
weaker and more averts. 


4 

Thirdly, It is nq Injqftice in, God to require what isim* 
poflible for us, to perform, when that Impoflibility rifetli 
from our own default. It is not Gpd, but our felves who? 
have made theobfervation of his Laws impoflible. And al¬ 
though we have wafted our Stock, and are become Bank¬ 
rupts* yet he may righteoufly exa& from, us the Debt of 
Obediehce. which .we awe him- • 


' Fourthly , Although a perfed'and confuramateObedience 
Be now impoflible ; yet an inchoate and fincere Obedience 
is poflible through, the Afllftance .of Divine Grace. And 
oertaiply that Law which commgnds abfolute ^erfoffioti 
fromusi requires us to, endeayounafter the higl^eft deg'cee 
that is attainable- So ,that theie Gympands whicfrexceed 
eur prefent power, and are. neither vain, nor unjuft:? for 
they engage v^.to exert, our ftrengthto the.utmoft, whereby 
attain, unto-n far ^gr^terper^fedioiv.iu 611$ 
Qbediehce, ^ia%if we vyerpeRjqynsd'tha^ whifhw^ce eafie, 
or meerly poflibie to perform;,* ,and fofh' is the diftngenmty 
of our Temper, that as much as the La w wererelaxed of its • 
fevprity, Ib mpcli proportioaably we alfo lhould remit,of,out 
ipdpftty :And,therefpr^ floce.our ^lothjwilltake Allowances • 
po it fejf T/ it isfai; moreepcpedjeruu^that jCfod hath corap 
m^ndqd from us thfogs beypptf } Sphere of our pre&nt 
Ability,than if he [had commanded wjhat was ;■Within it T for 
I much doubt, whether if God did not command us to do> 


mtfflc than we ( qafy t -. we foould dq s^ much as we do. 

But yott will fayi To require more than is poflible for us* 
to perform, may rather feem a difcouragement, than an ex* 

citement^ 
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i«r % 0KH«m WJohn. f. 19. t 

dtenpient tf><iit l g iaa»ii>i ^ li For Mm will 

afctertiptthaft he knowstdheinrpoffible 1 ? 

To this! anfwer, Fir ft. That there isu twofold 1 mpofl£ 
bility : One that confifts in the Nature of the Thing pro-. 
'pbiindecl uiitdus; anotkef^tfeat^Oetriifls Oiily id an -eminent 
and fo{<erlative degree of it. : Thefitft'fort of dmpbffib&tyj 
Which confifts'in f he Nature bfthe Thing it feff, doth utter¬ 
ly forbid all Attempts and Endeavours. Never any wife 
■Man attempted to climb up into the Sun, or to fnetamor- 
piofe himibffmtoa-n Angel 1 b^^fe tlie Thing'it felf 
cconftderable degrees of it, is rtnpofiible. But where the fchi 
poffibility confifts only in fome eminent degree., and yet 
every degree that is attainable by us,hath Excellency enough 
hi ijrfeffto invrte and engage our Endeavours, there the 1 m- 
poffibility of the hlghelt degree is no difcouragefnefrt toa 
vtvife ati$fottonail *P*larri fiftm attempting to doliis uhnoffc 
So it is in thrs cafe ; rtiatoy degrees of Holinefs aftdObech- 
> fence hfe attainable by us, and every degree that We Can at¬ 
tain unto, is’infinitely worth our pains and labour ; and 
therefore though abfolute perfedibn in it be ‘ irrtpOrffibfc, yet 
this tarfWtfo dMcourageihefit fioni ufihg ohr j httnoft Erl* 
-deWorirS.:' 1 ThC' mod; wfe 'ftfive after it, the ihore we fltsttf 
fixfl atfeaiipp and what we do attain is an abhnddnt Retort^ 
^nCeof tnrr Indulby, and carries m it fomUth Excellency 
aswill quicken and excite us unto farther Improvements. 
And certamlY whilft we erideayotir toward uhkttairiaMe Pet* 
fodtbft, we fMl!%ttairi tmtO diuchihdre, ! tftah if ■ wOfotdur 
Mark Ofor^erV ashe that -aims Uf a Star, is likrfy t)o Ihoot 
Anrch higher than hethat aims only at a iTnrf. 


Secondly, As we muft Aiftingaifh of lmpoflfoility, Tolikfe- 

wife of Perfection, which is either Legal, or fyangelicaL 

•< : ovax: <. * /'<.! tw /; T: . r :l»- 

- -u ;r -i ■: h \ > s .:n ./■ 
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FivBy There is a Legai Pededaon, tcwhichTwo Things 
Wttrt&eeilariiy reqpwed.. i ...- 
.... : : * - - ' ‘ i ' '' ' 

4 xft. Freedom from Original Sin;^ Hat there be no Taint 
dtrived down* upon our Natures, no Corruption inherent in 
u9^.thatiih$pid)ineUnn »fe, unto-EvtiiFor whercOriginai Sin 
ijs-» thet^Xiegal Rightectfnels. aad^Pisnfedtion .cannot poflibly 
he-.f ^ar^eft thw SraasraLWoiadanrbf tbeLav^^ i. /•;■:' 

? . . ./ ; ' ' • ’ ’ ' • • • • ■ ’ •-’ * ■ 

-f aiyi There muft bi a perfedF and eraft ; a&iial ftddllirfg, 
of.aU tbe Fjws of God, , witbbotv faitiag* iA the JeallCircuin- 
flwcnjW'teaift.HttieiOf Obfervatjan;; For, fxgal' >Perfe&xQH•. 
«nni^pofliWy !aa 6 ^ :withihd leaft Guilt! - 1 r - f * ; • 

.n ' :• : ) ■• .’:1 - . .- : » 

Secondlyi There is an Evangelical Perfe&ion ; which is a 1 
State, v though noti of hifloceinqy, yen of .'djriti a perfonal' 
Righteoufiiefe and>Hatondfsias^hail. biafceptddJano rtwain ■ 
d$d by God. Now. this Evangelical Perfe&ion. con fills in 1 

TOwTlWig** - •ri'.r-:i t;’!••:.ini •;.hv‘ ■->:! , K:i 

• * .... : . 


: i&i MittuftandcfincemfiBpdnfithcefor’ cnepaft ©flienoes,. 
begging Pardon at God’s. Hands, and eddeatfotgingta?ab« 
(lain from the Commitlion of the like for the future. 


-;:Jc hrr. tP.nri-./j?. vhjinilnl A .\oi) *lo wJ otiT ,Vc u\ 

- aiyj foatruo 4nai jivetyEatthjuwHeidjy 
tbehM^iWvanh.Satiifc &k>iv ofChnltjaloneifcin the RembScu* • 

-UJO itii .1 v!:::.’ -.v;i i:’’ jl.Ci 1 ::.n 1 -*/:» 


;iv-^ :4 .rjq 1:r 1 n oinvPi v j r - ji . n j-;>j * ;• .uhsj ^ 

v. •!. j \lU^w<«nd f^r&Qbpdieiflte, ondeakoumig; hto* live* 

WCffe.beWyi ,at*dtsi>, waikmore-ftHdly ihkF parfo&ly) bcferi: 
Go^iiaewrdingr: tojtht Rulet he Mth 1 prefaabetfus iiibislto* 1 
ly^wv Add this eoalftiL both iit tb6 Nfotthtoatiod^of tfco 
c^rwpiijati^ifotfhl •defile* oBittiej filefii, anshiai tfee^ dhilf 
o^fWhgfWpiihnrdipg) rof hhaiSpiva,? iriKftfy we gtofra 1 
Qnocia M&KkdfQ when Wd 

."1 do > 
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do att this in: tfod Troth and Sincerity of ourSouls, we are 
laid to be perfect with an Evangelical, or Gofpel-pcrfe&ion; 
and this indeed is all the inherent Perfection and Righteout 
iiefs that i&attainableby us in this LifeThus it is that the Saints 
tare in Scripture termed Righteous. So Noah is called figb* 
teviis’y <3ert.y. ii And \Abrahamy\c2ife with God -for the tigk’ 
tcMn i® i£Wo»» iGeiii>x8'.at;>izp AitdZackary 9tnAr£lizhhe^ 
have tliis Teftinadny,: That sheyiivereiboth rrgheeoks , todlking 
in all the Commandments <of God hlameleJS, Luke i .6. Thus 
we have’ thferWays. df HoKnefe called fftys+f tUghteOuf- 
atefs, Hal And the Worktof Holiness, Worksof &gh* 

*tokfnt& iPfch i £.*. ifa.^ 4 . 3 ., This - Evangelical -Per- 

fe&ion is attainabte;;ft» fhisi Life,*nd indeed is attairKd by 
every fincere and upright Ghriftian. 

| c»« • *"• * : . 1 i 

But fora Perfe&ipn, it ’neither is^ nor can be attai- 
oedin this life r /Andthit upon Two Accounts^ * 

■ -■ ■ ;Tf * -ho* • ■ i‘ : 

**' Firfly Becauie of the infinite Exadnds an& Idoliftt»&ta? 
theTaw, it is not attained. 

Secondly y Becaufe of the Corraption of <wr Natures, it 
cannottaiattainddb» . </ ' ■ : • < rr - 

: i,\i toi odd "" 

Firlfy Tlie Law of God is infinitely Spiritual, and obli¬ 
ged us not only fethe.perForrtian^ of the exterrRl Duties 
of Obedience; but: requires alfo the abfbliite peffe&idnof 
the inward Difpofitions; not only that our Love- Of'Gctd-be 
fincere and cordial j but that it muft be intenfe and perfect 
to,the ihighefl degree, .c-Thus* fjitWi d.y* Thowflshtt^lcroe the 
L#rd t hy Gpd meth^aM thy Heart, And voitkfibU thy Study and 
with -off\thy Mights .;. The Law. and - Covenant • of Works 
a& a Petfe^ion of degrees in our Love and Obedience, as 
wgH as.of Pftts s it jnufl not only be . fincere, -bufi ooin- 
pljptf $-?it not only:tries,our Obedience, by the touo&ftoney 
hut WQgh^Titin thcBilancg,^id givesui ndGr^awofAW 

lowance. 
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tovtfance. ;Now, isther&any'Man upon Earth that fdlbuesj 
God, or.obeyshim, that it is dot podiHe. he dhoulfcljove-i 
him mare*. or. obejphitat better ? Do noO jfortib/Chrtftiar^s'ex-^ 
ceed others in their Grace. and Holinefe ? And i might not; 
til exceed themfelyes if they would?. Thp Law/give's no al-r 
lowance for any Failings. . And thereiord if thbu. <danflrloyet 
God)more,' and,lcrvc him.better thanthou doft, ihout art. 
not i FulfitterlOPthe LaiW,. but a Tranfgreflbr 6f: it./.fence' 

St Adfli *in hisGonfeflions, hatha pious Medication*.!#^?; 
ta our' cwmtndable Life y if, thou Lord/ fitting thy Mercy \ 
afife x fhtitldjh temott it: seconding to t'hc.Jlri&j <RAtet !ef Jin 
JiiMQltidjfot:&9PI. T •' ; VrJ Sic. hi i-:li !i.':h 'rlfA-t'.r ;. : Li V. : 

; Seawdiyi < BeOaufe of the (^rruptfoaof our 'Natures, thisr 
legal Perfection cannot be attained in this Life : For we ire 
totnlly depraved in every Power and Faculty of our Souls 
and every Imagination of,the Thoughts of our Hearts is a* 

Ly evih continuallyi'; Gur: Undcrftandings are darkened with 
the.thick Mifts.of. Ignorance and Error: Our Wills ate per-> 
verted, and fland at a profefled contradi&ion to the Holy: 

Will; of God,: .Our Affeoions^are become impure and den- 
fhal; our Hearts hand and^nfenfible ; our. Gonfcieodcs■ fettt 
rjedaad; ftrtjid ;oand ourxamaL i Minds; ate, iBharfkyjiagajnfb 
(flfAs-lFofjtbey neithn are fnfjeft tec the: diim \ofcfmd\ isnaetbeh 
indeed A* lie:- As the Apoftle fpeahsj: HmS* %* j'NoHfr 
where there ..is this Corruption jof .Nature*.’ hdw can ndserei 
poffibly be Perfe&ion.c£Li& HFor iwho-jcanlbringja :deat» 
thing out of an unclean ? Not one. And although this 

_y»tlig3t<hfli0ed 

but in part." In the very belt, the Flefli.ftdll bifteyfr 
the Spirit, and the Law of the Members warreth again!! the 
fcf i*d,. fe*h# Ahfthe■ airings, tydftch 
they. w&pJdjj o j a:\ h 

, ; Yea* lgt tfte/addthistp^ Thw: Gwruptiirfi wore pern 
fe^lyrgogedp# of;tbe feft«ic£a0$*lndi!iiwh .aianextrwr* 
dinwy; it^tfur^pf .-fogtfofy ijtg^ Gi&ap; poaferard uponuhrfra:# 
,.:ii ‘ 'as 
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ss might inablethem to perform whatsoever the Haw of God 
required, and that to the taft degree of.intenfe Love end 
Zeal j yet would riot this that petfed Obedience amount 
unto xlegal RighteOufiiefc. The Beofon is; becaufc the 
Law of Works bding given to Mania his pure and upright 
Eftatc, when ho had a connatural Power of his own to obey 
it, requires Obedience to he performed onljrihy his own* 
St ren gth, and allows not the Auxiliaries <jf Divine and Su¬ 
pernatural Grace to inable him. If therefore we fhoutd 
grant, (which yet we deny,) that through feme extraordi¬ 
nary AfTiftance vouchfafed to fbme particular Man, he 
Ihould perfectly fulfil the whole Law : yet this adtuat Obe¬ 
dience, becaufeit proceeds not front Original Righteoufnefi^ 
and the Re&itude of his Nature wherewith he was at firfl? 
endowed, would not at all avail him to the obtaining of Ju- 
ftification, according to theTermsof the Covenant of Works. 
For God requires nor only Raymdnt of the'Debt of Obedi- 
ence,which we owe unto inm ; but aifo that elds Payment be 
made out of the Stock of thole Abthries^ which be beflowed 
upon our Nature in our firft Creation.*. Now although k 
fiiouldbe polfible for any Man to pay off the Debts of Na¬ 
ture, with the Treaferes of Grace received froni Cheift ? yet* 
this would not fatisfie the Obligation of the taWf iince in* 
tfeefifft Covenant itwas agreed between God and Man, that 
Payment fhouldi be made, out of another Stock; vh. the Pow* 
er and Free Wilhofuocorrapced Nature. 

•, ! ' . .. o zcW. — uvjbrrj V ?: t .. 

? We ate therefore udder of being 

jufti&dby theIiaW. l - cr 1 : ] no/ JI.: :.I .1 :.:j 'll. ■ 

.1 1 ■ ... .... i > ’■> 1 t 1 ' l ■ •; 

: /fir/?, Becaufeour Obediertcecan^dfio tins Lifevttak* 
abfolute PerfedHon j bm ftittthergi^itt beFatft^rtrfFIaws 
in it from the nfrxrore hf thbt Corruption, Which AilV in 
part remains in the beft ftftd hofieR^ whn therefore ought* 
daily to* pray, not out of a feigned, and complertieftfetf: Hnmi.- 

lity. 
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lity, boratrue and deep Senfe of thek Ncceflity t Fdrgtve, 
ksJkr Tteftafes* > ■■■.<. 1 : . . >' 

Secondly, fiecaafe although our* Obedience Could be per* 
fe&ed j yet perfect Obedience without Original RighteOUA 
Ads, wiU not ftinbrafrootov iegabRighteoufhefe. ' ! 

r~.. ..O' - .'i i r ; -' r." r j r - . n ,, ; 

• And thus I have done with the Doctrinal pen of theft 
Words, and (hewn you the ftnpotency-weail Us under of * 
perfect and exa<ft Obedience to the Li w« 
f " . '■ ■ . i ,.. ) c r i .0 f) 

First, Then let this ferye to abafe tbd PHdc, and flain 
the Glory of all Flelh. Search into thy felf, O Man : Con- 
fider, what art thou, but aMaft of Sin, Rottenhe& and Cor¬ 
ruption ? *Refle& back upon the whole Courfeof thy Life. 
HOW haft thou ftfont thofe Years, which- the Patience and 
long Suffering of God hath lent thee ? Haft thou not lived 
in Open defiance with the great God of Heaven, and a con* 
tinual Violation of thofe Laws, which his Authority hath 
impofed upon thee? Suffer thy Confidence to awake, and 
bring in its AcCompts,: And though it fhduld be like the 
unjuft Steward, and fet down fifty, for an hundred, and frnall 
Sins for greatj yet even according to this .Computation, 
thou fhalt find thy felf defperately indebted to the Juftkfe of 
God. Read over the black Catalogue of thy .Sins,- and fee 
with Aftoniftiment and Honor how much thOu owelh n.. 

■ - '“Firft. Art thou not confcfous to thy felf of iariy prribra* 
ptuous Sins committed agairtft thy Knowledge, the Checks 
and Exclamations of thy Confcience, agaitift thy natural 
Light and Reafon with a deliberate and refolved Wilfulnefe ? 
When thou haftieen dll the Curies and Threitnings of: the 
Law ftknd ready bent agataft thde* and HeH-ftid flaftilhgan 
thy very Fhcey when Confciedce hath xbmirianded thee 
in theKtune of the great God to forbear, and denounced 

Qjqq i again!* 
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again#- thee Wrath and iQeath :if: tfxoo Idar’ft commit ,it;: 
haft thou not then fallen upon thy Confdenc^,. violently 
(lopp’d its Mouth* yea wounded and (tabbed it, and may 
BOtithe-Blbod>and'iScars Of do teftjfraigamfrtfhefi fYe*r to 
add Mealurdto this; haft thou:-not frequently,rfdapf^d/inter 
the (^mmilhonioftWeifii^uhTptTiDnsjandndariog {few, ,and 
repeated them againft thy Vows, and Proteftations, and 
Praters, and (feeming Repentance, and fib ripping! opo/thc 
Wounds ^of thy-Confidence again; befoiw they were wdi-clo* 
fed, and making them bleed afreflj i . Wboiof tt?. aU r.cfp ;, ac¬ 
quit our felves of Sins againft Knowledge, and Confidence, 
that lihve everMdanyKriowledgeor Confcfencer? . • . T , 

: O ; \! '/i — ■ .••..•! : !f ; ; - - > 

* Secondly, The Sinsrof Ignorance-, .which you have com-* 
mittedare altogether numberlcfs. The Souloaniraliy. J js ^ 
dark and'confufed Chaos.; and' rindl-the- Light; of the Tglo^ 
Horn Trath-ihine tifeto it* Sin add Duty die u^iftip'gjtimed,* 
and; ini the blindneis .of our Minds* we oftemimes take" the 
one for the other. We many. Times tranigreft -the lawj 
bscaufe we know it not; andmany times tranfgrels it, when' 
we intend ito obfervc it;" We heed:not our,. ow,n;‘4^iQP«i 
but let thehr pafs from us-without Copfideration orwRefle, 
/fcion f.qnddruly diegrcptiift^part of our.Lives-is thus : hud? 
died up, wkliout iponidering !what wedo; and we aije.eqaalf 
fy ignorant iris catelefs^ whether im doWell or. ill.; And ja 
(uch nCgledted iAdions, .the fer; gtsatCT jwt muft neecjs/be 
fmful: For when we heed not the Rule, it is hard for us not 
to;tra»%re&if^JUid tbbrc&re'&ith .Pfakiy.yx, 

Who. caininAerfiand biStErrori't Cleanfe thou, me .from fecret 
faults* /Add to this, • > - . ; • 


i . 1 \ \ u ;i-." •'!■*{ hr\; 7 [ 

■j hTTurdlyy Ml thy iSins i)f lofkmit)^ .a^dWeafo^fty Sin* 
rto^Irichithouilrt betrayedcontrary to.thy.Jpurpqih and Re¬ 
flations, by the Tudden.Surprife;of a; Teipgfttiop^ Sjps, 
which although they may: not be wilful apef pjefpqaptupus, 
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yet they m$y be very grofs aqd fcaodalous, •as was.-S tJ?eter\ 
Denial of* his Matter. Caftinalfo, , 


* Fourthly y All the Swarms of thy fecret ;Sins, thy vain, 
Thoughts,, andfinfqb, Deflres jyhich though [( the 

Wprit^caq take no Cognizance of them/y^q-re, Wfibl^ ^n4 
confpicuouf to. the Eyes of the All-feeiqgGocL He feesa; 
fmfvl.Objedk lying in the Embraces of thy Afle&ions j and" 
if there be but the lead hovering, of thy Heart, the lead 
fluttering of thy Thoughts towards Vanity, he remarks it, 
and writes if down in his Debt-Book, although- perhaps thy 
donfcier^eimay pmitit j andj oh, iiqw..yat^.a Summ tliefti 
alone amount uqto! Thy Thoughts, run as fwift as Time, 
arid click as faft as the Moments, And fuch a. giddy, fea¬ 
thery,. uncondant Thipg is the Mind of Man^ that we can- 
h<jf dwelljot^upoh ^ny one- -Thought; but whild .we aro 
purftjipg .one, 'Ten-ihoufand; others arife Our tTlioughta 
are like tnofe nujnberlefs Motes that play .in a Suh-beam ; 
they flit, up and down, in our Minds without any certain 
Sopp^pr Dedgn, ,We cannot turn our felves fad enough 
m them i ;f nor. can we think-what we;think.. But God 
Khowedt .ttiem; all ; and for fuch in^qu© multitudes of 
Thoughts,'.lie fpts down fo many Sins $ antfyet befldes alB 
^hefe,..art thou not confcious tp.thyfclfl, . / 


' . • ;f . . r : . y ! ' ' 

• . Fifthly,.Oi the Qmiflion of many jdoly ; Duties which; 
thou ougbted.tQjj have performed ip, t}ie fever^tTimes. and 

• Spafons when $od. called for them; (Cand fhow. not ‘ call to * 

Mind, that thou haft often refrained.; Prayer, from God, or 
CharityIfrom Men-,* that thpu.had not fervedhim,. nor heir • 
I>edthen?*,whpp.thoOinjjgh^ed-.have dbpjieV. Haft thou; 
gpf negipapd jtnfijQrdipances of/jefuf ^hdA, ( h^Wordiand 
^a^m^vupoo frnall or k>ught •Opcafi9p^,:;i>rve|fe feo)(ij(h: 
dtw rterejudices.. ;.Endlefs ’.&> W]?pld;.be ; tjalf* * 

aU the QmijfliQns we $je jjujfei>fj t whichjcert^injy. 
- ■ ^ ^ are© 
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«e many more dun onr Unties, attdyw ferhap Cat more 

numerals. 

Sixthly , all thy Mifcarriages in thofe Duties which 
thdu haft performed, the Dulneis of thy Afle&ions, the Va¬ 
grancies of thy Thoughts, thy Hypocnfie ahd Formality, 
all thy bafe and By-Ends, which like dead Flies, corrupt the 
moft precious Ointment, are all Sins, and God’s Law cell- 

fores and condemns them for iuch. c 

_ . . ....... ■ •• • ■ *■ ■•.''••• * : -</ '< - v 

Now, O Stutter, having luch a Load of Guilt Upoft thy 
Soul,how dareft thou look the holy and juft God ia the Face* 
Confidpr, O Wretch, what a Life is this which thou haft 
led, that in all the Millions of Thoughts and A&ions thou 
haft employed thy felf about, the for greater part Ihould be 
Sins for the Matter of them, and all the reftfinfol for the 
Manner. Can thy Conference lie foiled afleep when all thofe 
Troops and Armies of Philifthtts be upon thee ? Awake 
yet at length, O ftupid Soul } rouze thy lelf, andconfider 
the woful anddefperate Eftatein which thou art^ Wonder 
no longer at others, that they complain and mourn, and gfd 
heavily under the burthen of their Sins, and the pangs and 
fmartof their Convkftions: Mufe not tint there Ihomdbe 
fomefewwho with horrour cry out they are undone and 
ruined, eternally undone. Alas, wert thou but once Ihaken 
put of thy Lethargy, couldft thou but look about thee, and 
ierioufly view and ponder the infinite multitude, and the 
Nature of thy Sins, nothing bu t the ftrbng Cbnfolations of 
God couH keep thee from running up and down diftra&ed 
with the Terrours ef the Lord, and with the utmoft hor¬ 
rour fttid defpair, ctyingout, Thou ait damn’d, damnVal- 
teady. But the* Truth is, Men are dead in Trefpafies arid 
Sins ^ thdfe Sinsr whichate the Giefe of their Muery, keep 
thefo from Mrtg K. But believe it, year mnft be convin¬ 
ced t)f your Sins either hetfe, or hereafter. Conference wiH 

revive 
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revive in you, if not here, yet in Hell: Nay, it is now writ 
tins down your Sins again# you, and drawing up ( die Bill of 
▼oar Jndi&arae; bat asfome ufe fcch Juices, that what they 
write ftaU not be legible till held to the Fire, fo do many 
Men’s Confdencei write down their Sins; which, although 
they cannot perhaps read themaow, yet they lhall read the 
tong and black Scroll of them, when they hold it again# 
ri^flamesof He#. And how fid will it be then to know 
that you are Sinners, when you lhall likewife know that you* 
are eternally damn’d for your Sins! When yourConfcienees, 
which are near peaceable and gentle, (hall then on a fudden 
rave and Ihriek, add flyin yow* Faces* ahd begin then (but 
thenabswdlate) to tfcwiwt and alfeght yon, when fluere . 
is no hope, nor payability of Remedy. Be perluaded there? 
tore now to recognize your Sins,while there is yet hope. The 
Day of Grace is notyet tot upon yen; Mercy and Pasdon are 
yetofeted to yoa i and thofe Sms which you are convinced 
pf by theAtii|2ae& of the Law, younwy, if you,will feelc 
is by true Repentance,. obtain Rfimiflioa of through tile 
Grace and Mercyof the Gofpet. . 


Secondly-, Are ailTranfgrcdors of the Law ? Then here leer 
awohdShipwrackoftheiiopes amd'.OcaifldenCe? of all Self* 
Jn&mries^ Henceieam, dat an hooefb^uiefi 03#!^, 
honttte; gro&and fcandakmx PoBatioha of the World, is. 
fgp £gfiicie(ic JPtea, few bfcavdir? yet wfaxsi atone, is that which: 
the ttewWhjtv- of:thd ignoranfc fortnlpedaByi .«tte upon. 
tTHetplEivnq see <harndyl% thsin DfeBlingsjhH* an^i upright; 
Htt&ctiA rtoxh^laiit (they itt'Wpukgtir J hy them 5 andthere- 
lore certainly <if GodWill five angrjthriy ®*ft. he of the Narn¬ 
ia, • Uieaftily veifli, that in tbiefe Words I could have pw> 
ycw^< butrteniy l doubt thairttemeftiof youi are not 
iyt* 0&&ie to -iiurns;.MoEahtyt, nor twite attained'to the Hck 
H&ty Audi fall jfhcntrsctfefcicivew (finafiP" 

yttn ceold teally ilfidiisf/ yctdisiPhsii •' 
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For, is thare'Nothing tHatyou know by your ftdves, either 
relating fo God ©r Mart," wherein you.havo offended A Had 

4-^ftidttghe in yon that flipp’d awry * 
Have you never utter’d a Word that -fo orach as iifp’d ooo 
trary -to theholy Law of God i -Did you never do any ode 
A<5h6n‘\vhich Purity &nd- Iwnocencfe it- fejfmtghtnotown? 
HaveyoUr LivesittOverypoint been asttriA andhalyathc 
IlkW'vc4GodCodnlirids , tlieni tohe t If thbaJdareftto affirrii 
-this," thou makeft not thy felf the more innocent.thereby ,- 
hut the more tin pardonable ; and art a fenfleis ftapid Wretch, 
for thinking thy felf pure anddean -; or if. upon a natraw- 
«er Search thou findeflfomti Mifaarriagesby itfeyfelf,!rcmera- 
her tfoou att yet’.btitc adehb*1Threfliold of thy Heart ,* enter 
farther into thy felf, arid thou (halt difcoveryet greater Abo¬ 
minations. However, could it be fuppofed that thou , art 
guilty but of one Sin, and. that'one the leaft thateverwas 
•committed i yet this bne Sin makes thee a Tranigreflot of 
.the LaiW, :*nd the Guilt of it-can n£ver> beetpiated by any 
thing' which thou. canft either' do or duffer but eternal 
Death and Wrath mud be thy Portion, unlefe the Blood of 
Jefus Chrift purge thee from it. 

i l • o ‘Jj. r iij i i v; 

7^^j?-SeeithenoWhafcabfolbteineed-ive;alf .ffcaftdiaof 
<• f efW Ghrift; - pjoi only i thole amongft us whofe Lives have 
been openly grofs >and fiandalous-j.. butoVen thdfeahbwho 
are' the -frkoft circutnfped: and careful in . their., Walkings. 
’Though they do >n©t. wallow, and roll 'themfdffes: in the 
; Comn^-polMous ofthe World <ybt.it is not poflible, bUt 
•thsttUfrflh dirty la ^adjtfacy/nwfr teiLefpirkfcd^ and their 
•Garments fpoited with theFleftu AbfalutePenfe&iot* •*»<■#. 
-State tutherbe-wifKd fhr, than bnjoy‘d i aides Life ; the 
cadhereattainiixntb,>is^ pot mdofnmtt prefbf$- 
■pcuotia Sih^ancwto aHmfr jour jehtaskd. arE^j.wheothfP«ftgh 
'Lnfitmky wo^kfoimnkthenLi iiBdfc i®nejwoifcs$ia& •xyhft' 
^tro^Piefuai^tibii^oi^W^kBa^f Yltoiidr’of lgQora&QB, 
' • - . ' <fc 
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or againft Knowledge; whether the Sins of our Thoughts, 
or of our A&ionSj can be pardoned' withour-the Bloud of 
God, and the Sufferings of our Almighty Saviour. It is the 
lame precious Bloud that fatisfied God’s Juftice for the Adul¬ 
tery and Murther of David,' the Inceft of Lot, the Perjury 
of Peter, that muff fatisfie it likewife for thy vain and foo- 
lilh Thdughtsf’arid ralh and idle Wofd^ if etferthowart la¬ 
ved.* For withoutjB loudthre js no Remimn, Heb. 9. zz. And 
without Remijjion'there can he no Salvation, A&s zz. 18. And 
indeed this is one .of the great and main Ends of giving the 
Law, that the.Necejrity,and.Ah;foffi?icflcy pf- Cbrift tofavc 
us,, may be rendered the more confpicuous. Thus faith the 
Apoftle, Rom. 10. 4. CbriH is the End,of, the Law for Rigb- 
teoufnefi, to every one that believeth. The Law was given 
us„ not that we mould feek Juftificatipn byobfervanceofit ; 
but finding itimpoffible to be juftified by fulfilling of it, we 
Ihould thereby be driven unto Chrift’S' iRighfeoumels, .who 
hath both fulfilled it in himfelf, and fatisfied for our tranf- 
greffing it: .And therefore faith the fame Apoftle, Gal. 5.14. 

The Law was our Schoolma.fier to bring us to ChriH, that we 
might be juftified by Faith. To this ehd t wds it promulga¬ 
ted, that feeing the Multiplicity arid Stridtnefs of its Com¬ 
mands,the rigour & utter irifupportablehefs of its threatnings, 
and being withal fenfibly convinced of our own Weaknefs 
and impotency to fulfil the Comtnarids erijoyried, and there¬ 
upon, of our diablenpfs to undergg the Penalty threatned, 
we might thereby be frighted arid terrified, arid 1 as - it were, 
by a School-mafter, whipt unto Chfift,/to-find that Righte- 
oufnefs in him that may arifwer' all' th'e Deinandsof the 
Law; which in our felveswe could not find. And whilft 
we make this ufe of the Law, we bripg it to , be fubfervient to 
the GofpeL ‘ 
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On GAL At. IILX. 

For as manyss are of the Works of theLaVo, Art under 
the Curfe : For it is tor u ten. Cur fed is everyone that 
cmtmuetbmt m a/ITbttgs Tthieh are writtenintke iBook 
of the L<& to do them* ) 


T H E Law confifls of Two Parcs; a Syfteme of 
Precepts j and the San&ion and Enforcement of 
thofe Precepts, by Promifes ahd Threatnings. Ac- 
„ cording to the Firft, it is the Rule of our Obedi¬ 
ence, and (hews what we ought to render unto God: Accord 
ding to the Second, it is the Rule of Divine Juftice, and 
fliews what God will render unto us. ! have already eon- 
fidered the Precepts ef the Law, and in part treated ofthofe 
important Duties, both.of Piety towards God* and of Love 
and Equity towards' Men* that arefuhmKfrity comprehended 
in them. 

t Tlie &in£tfon of this Law is twofold. , 


Firfl, APromife of Life and Happinefs to the Obfervers 
•fit. Rom.iQ.5. Mofes defcribeth the Rigbteoufnefiwhich is of 
the Lave.that the Man that doth thofe things, fball live bj them. 

And 
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And again, Gal. 3.11. The tbit nfath them, {ball live tn 

them , i. e. by them. Which we have ©pee mqre confirmed 
to us, Ezek.vo. a 1. / gave them my Statutes and my Judg¬ 
ments ; which if a Man do , he fball even live in them. All 
which Places aretranferibed from that of Mofes, Levit. 18. ?• 

Te fball keep my Statutes and my Judgments, .Which if a Man 
do, he fball live in them, or ly them. But becaufe our Na¬ 
tures are wofiilly degenerated from their primitive Excellen¬ 
cy, and we have contra&ed fiich an ImpQtency, that the 
feme Obedience which in our upright eftate was both eafie i 

and delightful, is now become irkfomp and impofiible;(as I 
have demonftrated to you in the laft Subjcd I treated of j) 
therefore we can receive no Confolation from this Promife, 
not entertain any hopes of Life and Salvation, according to 
the Tenour of this Covenant of Works: for all have finned, 
and are come fbort of the Glory of God. The Precepts of the 
Law convince us of Sin, and our Sins convince us that we 
have no right to the Promife of the Law. 1 

And therefore as I have endeavoued to promote the Con* 
vision of Sin, by reprefenting to you the infinite Defers, 
Irregularities, and Contrarieties of our Adlons cull ipm J ^ 

the Divine Commands; fo now likewife I fhaU endeavour 
to convince of that Wrath which is due unto the Tranlgref- 
ibrs of the Law. 

For there is a Second Sandion of the Law, by the threat- 
ning c of a moft heavy and tremendous Curfe againft all that 
tranfgrefs it; a Curfe that will Waft and Wither their Souls 
for ever. And this, we have in the Words of my Text; Cur- 
fed is every one, toho,&c. 

The great Defign of the Apoftle in this Chapter, ahd in'* 
deed in this whole Epiftle, is to demonftrate, that Juftifica- 
tion cannot poifibly be obtained by the Righteoufnefs of-tl.e 

R r x a Law,/ ' 
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Law, nor'-accoidki^^'^l^s^tHcFFSrAf(^y&iarit; Do 
this and live. qAfid ambh'g irlafoy others, brie ! of fl^ortgeft 
Argumerttshe makes ufe oft t6 provd, mis 1 Rif 4 flsition, lies, 
couch’d in thefe Words which We are now confident^. 

' Wherein welhave thefe TVo Parts r. >?' ‘ 

, * • *;; > ' ' •* y.'\ 1 r , .1 •• ‘ ' • * c *'• * ' 4 * ' ' ' V ' 

. #//, A* fhefisy & fofiiibn. kfbtahy kr are if the Worts of 
the Law are under the Curfe. / / ‘ 

Secondly, A Proof of this Pbfition an irrefragable ,Tefli- 

mony of Scripture: For if k writtdr, turfed b every'one f bat 
continueth not in all things, that are written btthe Book of the 
Law to do them* ■ f-'-T ",/' 


The Words are plain and obvious: Only I . fhall briefly en ¬ 
quire, * ‘ ■ 

.... . . • • . • ; . '• ,(•• •. .-■! u :*;«»'' v • 

Fir/l, What the Apoftle means by thefe who ar'F of the - 
Works of the Law . And, 

Secondly , What it is to beAccarfed. ■ 

To the former', 1 arifwer, To be e/ the Works of the Law, 
fignifie8 no other than to expert Juftification and Eternal Haj> 
funefsby. Legal Works; to depend wholly on our Obedience 
unto, and Obfervation of die Law, to render us acceptable 
to God, and worthy of Eternal Life., Thofe who dius relie 
on a Legal Righteoufnefs* arefaid to be of the Works of-the 
Law ; .( as Perfon$ are faid to be of fuch or fuch a Party,) 
becaufethey ftifly defended the Caufe of the Law, and flood 
for J unification by the Obfervance of it, in oppofition to 
the Grace of the Gofpel, and the Way of obtaining Juftifica*- 
tion and Eternal Life by believing. But, faith the Apoftle, 
As many as are-of this Party and Fa£tioh are accurfed, even 
by the Sentence of that Law which they hope wifl juftifie 
them. For it is written in the Law,Curfed is everyone that con* 
tinueth not in all things, &©, Now, Secondly, t 


Digitized by 


Google 




2 C $CtttURt Ott Gal. 3. to. 

Secomdly , To be accurfed, or to be under the Curfe, is no 
other than to be liable unto, or actually under that Wrath 
and Punifhment which the Law threatens (hall be inflicted 
on the TranfgrefTors, as a Satis fa<ft ion to Divine Juftice for 
their Offences, fo {hat the true and proper Notion of a 
Ofirfe is this j That it is the ; Denunciation,or Execution of the 
Punhhment contained in the Law, in-order to the fatisfaCH- 
on of divide Juftice; for tranfgrefTing the Precepts of it.Some 
therefore are only under the Curfe denounced ; and fo are all 
wicked men,whofe ftate is profperousinthisLife:Though they 
flcurifh in Wealth and Honour; and float in Eafe and Plea- 
fere, yet are 'they liable to all that Woe and’Wrath- with 
which the Threatnings of the Law {land charged againft 
them. Some are under the Curfe already executed : And 
fo are all wicked Men, on whom God begins to take venge¬ 
ance; and exa<ft Satisfaction in the Miferiesand'Punifhments 
which he inflicts on them- in this Life. He fometimes puts 
theCup of Fury and Trembling into their Hands while they 
are on Earth, and gives them feme Fore-taftes of that bitter 
Draught, the Dregs of which they muft for ever drink ofTin 
Hel^and there they are accurfed ^ ete rn ally. Fo r 

the Curfe of the Law contains in it all thedirefu 1 ItTgreult 1 !!Pc 
of God’s Wrathwhat foever we can feffer,either inthis W 6 rl< 3 , 
or in the World to come, all Plagues, Woes’, and Miferies 
being comprehended in that death threatned in the Cover 
nant-of-Works *, Jxt the Jay that thou eateft thereof , thou 
Jkalt furely die , Gen. z. 17. *Tis true, many Godly Men. 
feffer fore Afflictions in this Life ; Pains, Difeafes, Lofles,, 
Perfecutions from Men, and Chaftifements from God :Yet 
thefe are not Gurfes to them, becaufe not inflicted for the 
Satisfaction-of Divine Juftice; but for the exercife of their 
Graces, and the manifeftation of his Holinefs, (as I fhall 
liereafter (hew you more at large; ) But whatfoever Evil 
any wicked Man feffers,it is from the Malignity of the Curfe, 
which will at laft.pour aU its Venom into their Cupin HeH. 

And! 
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And thus you have -Teen what it is to be of. the Works of 
the Law ; and what it is to be of the Curfe of the Law. 

Suffer rae only to Paraphrafe the Words, and I fhall add 
no more for Explication. It is impoffible, faith the Apoftle, 
that any fhould be now juftified by the obfervation of the 
Law,- for as many as relie upon their Works only, to juftifie 
them, and endeavour to uphold the Fadfionof a Legal Righ- 
teoufnefs, againft the Grace of the Gofpd, and the Way of 
Juftification by Faith, they are under a Curfe, and ftand lia¬ 
ble to all the Punifhments which the Law threatens. For 
even in the Law it\is written , Curjed is every one that conti¬ 
nue tb not in all things that are written in the Book of the Law 
to do them. Which becaufe no meer Man hath done, there¬ 
fore all lie under the Doom of this Curfe. And thofe who 
expert Juftification by no other way, muft for ever lie un¬ 
der the execution of it. And this I take to be the clear fcopc . 
of the Apoftles Argument. 

Now, whereas he faith, It is written , be certainly refers 
tis to Deuptx’j. x 6 . Curfed is he that conjirmeth not all the 
Words of this Law to do them. In the Original it is, rapi ttfj 
Nonftabilett doth not eftablifh, or ratine. In the Septua- 
ginty ix ifx/xiv o, non per mane t } doth not continue, And ac¬ 
cording to that Tranflation, the Apoftle both read, and y fed 
them. However, the Senfeis the famein both. 

You fee then what an univerfal Curfe thefe Words de- 
flounce: A Curfe that fets its Mouth, and difehargeth its 
Thunder againft all the finful Sons of Adam ; A Curfe it is, 
which as Zachary fpeaks, Chap. 5. 3 .goes forth over the Face 
of the whole Earth , and will, if Mercy rebate not the Edge 
of it, cut off on every fide, all thofe that ftand in its way 5 
that is, all that are Sinners; and aU are fo j for theCha- 

nufters 
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racers which the Apoftle doth here give to thofe,. who are 
ender the Curfeofthe Law, are lb general and comprehen¬ 
sive , that no Man living could poffibly efcape, if God 
fhould judge him .according to the Conditions of the Cove¬ 
nant of Works* For, 

Fir&, It is faid, that every one is accurfed that doth not: 
thole Things which: are written in the Book of the Law. 
And this is a Curie that cuts off on both Tides : On this fide 
it cuts off thofe who* are but negatively righteous ; who- 
ground all their Hbpes for Heaven and Happinefs upon 
what they have not done, and put into the Inventory of their 
Vertues, that they have not been Vicious, no Extortioners* 
no unjuft Perfons, no Adulterers, &c. But alas! this Account 
wiU not pals in the day of Reckoning; The Law requires, 
thee not only to’forbear the grofs Adis of Sin, but to per¬ 
form tlie Duties of Obedience: And it cuts off on; that fide- 
all thofe who have done contrary to what-is written, in the 
Law ; and that not only fcandalous and outragious Sinners,, 
but even thofe who have been leaft peccant, and rather Sim 
riers in Thought and Imagination^ than in Pr^ffcicej yet 
daelfe olio.fell under the Curie of the Law. 

i - ' “. • ■ 

Secondly, Thofe alfo who have not don® all tint is writ¬ 
ten in the Law, 7 are ftruck with this -Anathema or Curfe: 
And where’s the Man that dares lift up his Face to juft the 
himfelf againftthis Charge ? Is there no one Duty, either 
of the Firft or Second Table, refpedting. either God or Man, 
that thou haft utterly neglected? fe there no one Sin that: 
thou haft committed, either ignorantly or knowingly, ei¬ 
ther out of Weaknefs or Wilfulnefc, by Surprize, or upon 
Deliberation > Certainly the Law of God is lb vaftly large 
and -oerapre hen fore, that we can foaredy know all that is 
eimtainedl 4 t|And our Impotence and Corruption fo 
gmt> that much lefs can we perform it; and yet ia a Cafe - 
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of the leaft Failure in any one Particular, we become ©V 
noxious to the Curfe and Maledi&ion. But fuppofe that at 
fome time or other thou ftiouldeft have performed every par¬ 
ticular Duty; yet, ■ "' . 

thirdly, Haft thou continued in all Things that are writ¬ 
ten inthe Law to do them ? Haft thou fpun an even Thread 
of Obedience ? Are there no Flaws, no Breaks, no Breaches 
in it i Haft thou been always conftant in the higheft Fer¬ 
vour of thy Zeal for God ? Haft thou been in the Fear of 
the Lord all the Days of thy Life ? Have thy Afte&ions ne¬ 
ver languifh’d ; thy Thoughts never turned afide, fb much 
as to glance upon Vanity ? Did’ft thou never drop one unfa- 
voury Word, nor do any one A&ion, which both for the 
matter and manner of it was not perfe&ly agreeable to the 
Law ? If otherwife, Cas indeed fuch anabfolute Perfe&ionof 
Holinefs is to be found in no Creatures but the glorified Spi¬ 
rits,) thou art ftill expofed to the Curfe of the Law: For cur- 
fed is every one that continueth not in all Things that are 
written inthe Book of the Law to do them. 

Now this Curfe is mod dreadful, if we confider that it is 
univerfal, and extends it felf not only over all Perfons, but 
unto all things ; every thing which a Sinner either doth, or 
hath, isaccurfed to him: Let us a little rip up the Bowels 
of this Curfe, that you may fee how much Rancour and 
Venom is contained in it. 

Firfl, He is aocurfed in all his Temporal Enjoyments. 
His Bread is kneaded, and his Drink mingled with a Curfe; 
his Table becomes a Snare to him ; and every Model he 
eats, is dipp’d in the Bitternefs of God’s Wrath and Curia 
In his Health, his Food is poifoned with this Curfe ; and in 
his Sicknefs, his Phyfick. He is curfed in every Place where 
he comes j and the Place curfed for his lake: Curfed in the 

City , 
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City, W atrfti in tie Fie/J i atrfij it iii’sutet fn4 ' 
Store j cnrfedi«the Fruit of bis Body x and in the Fruii of 
bis Land j in the Inereafe of bis Kine, and of bis Flocks ; 
turfed when be cometb in y and when he goetb out ; as we find 
this Bed-roll of Curies denounced againft him. Dent a 8. from 
the icth to the *oth Ferje. . His , very Mercies are Curies 
unto nun; as on the contrary, a true Believer’s Affli&ionS 
fre Blefiings. He is billed in Poverty, in Sicknefs, in Pcr- 
lecution, yea in Death it felf: So Unbelievers Mercies are 
all turned into Plagues and Curies: For as m an unlbund 
and corrupted Body,the wholelbmeft Food converts to Putre¬ 
faction and peccant Humours, and ndurilherh the Difeafe 
more than the Man ; Soto a corrupt and finful Soul, the 
beft of God s Temporal favours turn to the Nourilhment of 
his Difeafe. His Plenty and Profperity do but purvey for 
his Lulls; and Abundance that God gives him,, doth but 
lay in Provifion for the Flelh j and through the fecret,' but 
righteous Judgment of God, proves only a fironger Tem¬ 
ptation unto Sin, and makes him the more lit to promote 
the Devil s Service, and his own Damnation. 

Secondly , H? isaccurled in all his fpifitual Enjoyments.' 
The facrea Ordinances of Jelus Chrift, which are the only 
ordinary Means which God hath appointed to make us eter¬ 
nally bfeifed j yet even thefe are all curled to him ; for they 
do but the more harden and confirm him.in his Sins, and ri¬ 
pen him the fponer for Everlafting Deftruftion/ For as thd 
Rain which falls upon the Earth makes a livirtgTree, whole 
Sap is in it, to bud and flourilh, and bring forth its feafona* 
ble Fruits; but only ferves the fboner to rot a dead and wi¬ 
thered Tree: So thofe very Ordinances and Difpenfations 
of the Means of Grace, which diftil alike both upon Belie¬ 
vers and Unbelievers, have a far different Influence upon 
them. Into the one, they kindly ioftnpate, and call forth 
their latent Graces; and where they find die Root of the 
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Matter, iriake them iprout arid bloltom iittor a beautiful Pro, 
fefiion , and make them bring fdfth v plentiful F^aits unto 
Hojincfc But to the other, that are cfead Trunks, theft 
Showers of Heaven, and Droppings of the'Sanctuary which 
fall upon them, tend only, to. rot theth, aWcf to make them 
the fooner fit fuel for Hell ? and EWfr&ftirig Bufmings: 
And, oh, what a ftd and,<^ead(ut Curleii idii^ that thotf 
who comeft to hear the fame. Word preached, which to o- 
thers proves the Savour of Life unto Life Eternal, no thee, 
through the Corruption and Wickednefs of thine own Heart, 
it Ihoujd prove the Savour of Death ftitr# Death Etefnal; 
and infteadof humbling thee undef the Power and Evidence 
of the Truth, fhould omy exafperafe thy Heart againft the 
Truth, and thofe who difpenfe it, that the Sound ofthe <5o- 
fpel lhould only deafen thine Ears, dnd: the Light of the Glo¬ 
rious Truth only blind thine. % yes! ,That thou who perhaps 
partakeft of, thp Sacrament ffioifld'lt eat thine own Damna- 
tion, when thou eateft the Body of i Saviour j and drink a 
deep Curfe to thy felf, when thou drirtkeft the Cup of Blef- 
fing! Thy Sins are of lo baneful a Nature, that they poifoit 
even the Bipod of. Chrift unto thee* and whilft the .Heaven¬ 
ly Meat is in. thy Mdujth. even the Body of oyr |tord. Jefus. 
Chrift, which is Meat indeed to a befieving Som, the Cturfb 
of God cometh upon thee ! And yet how many* fiith Spi¬ 
ders have we, who fuck Poifon out of the fWeeteft flowers? 
Clayey and Earthy Semis,, that are bdt .hardened by the Sun- 
ftiine of the Gpfpel, and made -the more Incapable;‘of any* 
Icnpreffions to be wrought upon then! i And' Wnat a dttadraf 
Curie is this, when the Means of Grace Ihall be turned into 
theOccafion of Sin > How deplorable is their Eftate, when 
Mercy it fe|f Ihall mine them, and Salvation it felf,fbaJl de- 
ftroy them* 

Tharldly. If ail the Favours of God’S Providence, and 
the Diipeniations of his. Grace, then certainty much more 
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are aH-that Gbailii eme n ts an d Afflictions turned into Curies. 

If there be Poillbn in the Honey, much more certainly Is 
there in the Sting. If. God* he wroth with them when ite 
fhitias, much more when he frowns upon them. Indeed 
true Befrerereimay with a great deal of Peace and Calm nefs, 
undergo all their AfHidions) for ihough^theyfce fore and 
heavy, yet there is nothing of theiCwfo in them. That 
was all received into chelfodyofChtiftwhen he hung upon 
the Orofr; and their Father correfife them, not to fetisfie 
his Jullicewpon them; but only by luchu41iarp Medicine to 
purge diem from their Sins, and to make them partakers of 
his Holinels, though the Potion may be bitter and irkfonfife 
in the taking, yet the Effects of it are falutary and healthful; 
it is hot the Evils we fuller that are Curies; but the ordina¬ 
tion of thole Evilfc to the fatisfying of Divine Vengeance up> 
on us. And therefore fad and dreadful it thecondition df 
guilty Sinners, who are out of Chrift; for there is not the 
dealt Affliction that Jbefels them, not the leaf! Gripe of any 
Pain, not the leaft Lofs in their BftateS, the moft flight and 
inconfiderable Crols that is, but it is a' Curie inflicted upon 
them by the Juftice of God for the Guilt of their Sins. ’ God 
is beginning to fatisfie his Juftice upon them; he isbeginning 
to take them by the Throat, and to exadt from them what 
they owe him. Every Affliction is to-them but part of pay¬ 
ment of that vaft and infinite Summ of Plagues which God 
will moft feverely require from them in Hell. And there, 

Fourthly, They fllall becuriedtopurpofe, and liefor ever 
under the revenging Wrath of God. Thei^SentehCe is i,Dt* 

■fart from me,ye Car fed. Matth. xy. 41. Hell indeed is the .ge* 
neral Affembly ofallCuries and Plagues. All the Curies 
they have undergone in this-ptefent Life, are but the Curies 
*nd Preparations^) -this fatal and final Curie. iFhey are 
eterna%>curied.. • - 
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Firfi , In their fcpiration from the Siglit and Prefence of 
God. They have indeed the Prefence of his. Wrath, to tor¬ 
ment them, and of his Power, to uphold them under their 
Torments, and to enlarge their Soiuls to contain all thole 
Vials of pure Wrath and Fury which he will pour into the 
m ,* but they are for ever; cut off from the Preftince of his 
Grace, and of his Glory. The-enjoyment of God is the 
foie Bleiledneis of a Rational Creature: And therefore to 
be cut off from thofe ineflable Communications ofhimfeJf, 
which he vouchlafes ,to the Blefied Spirits, is fuch a Curfe 
asis as ineffable as are the Joys aod Happi-oefles which they 
lofe. » - - T r . . » . 

Secondly , They are curfed in the Society of Devils ami 
damned Spirits ; hideous Company, who both upbraid and 
torture them fear their Sins. i ' 

thirdly\ They are accurfcd in the Work of. HelL For 
their whole Employment ihall be blafpheming and Curfing, 
and in the Anguiih and Horrour of their Spirits roaring out, 
and exclaiming both againft, God and themfelves. Then, at 
they loved Curfing, and clo at he d tbemfelves withit as with a 
Garment; fo it (hall come into their Bowels like Water ,. and 
JikeOyl into their Bones ; as the Pfalmiil {peaks, Ffal. 109. 
a8-. 

Fourthly , They Ihall be curfed in the Pains and Torments 
they muft eternally fufier. Every limb Ihall drop with Flakes 
of unquenchable Fire; agd the Worm of Gonfcience Ihall 
prey upon them, and Ring them with unfupportable An¬ 
guiih ; and in this anfpeakable Torture ihall they'ever Jive 
a never dying Death. This is their final Curfe z • Ztpon the 
Wicked God (hall rain Fine, Snares anfi Brimfione, Stndnn 
horrible temped i this (ball be the Fort ion of their 

And 


Digitized by C.ooQle 



' And thus you fee what Malignity and Vehom the Carfe 
contains which the Law threatens againfl; all rheTranfgref- 
forsofir. 

■ * r «-» * - • t . i 

i . . | , IJ - ^ » * - 

r 4-' Now briefly to apply this. 

i 

. r . * .• +C ' 

. /vr/?, See here what an accurfed thing Sin is, that carries 
wrapt up in its Bowels Woe, Wrath, and Eternal Death. 
To this it is that you owe all the Miferies you have already 
felt ; and to this are due all that God hath threatned to in- 
fli<ft hereafter. The Law is not to be condemned for 
(condemning the Tranfgreflors of it. The Juilice of God 
. is not to be cenfured for taking the Forfeit ure of our 
Lives and Souls. But all 'our Mifery is to be charged upon 
our felves, upon -our corrupt Natures, and our fmtul Lives. 
.We our felves breed thofeVipers that gnaw our very Bowels: 
And os putrified Bodies breed thofe filthy Worms and Infe&s 
. which devour them j fo do we breed thofe filthy Lulls in our 
Hearts which are continually preying upon our Vitals, and 
will at lafl; fatally deflroy us. As God is an holy God j fb 
■he infinitely hates Sin ; and as be. is a Juft God; fo he will 
afiuredly puaiih it. Not a Sou! of Man fhall.efeape, not a Sin 
pall by without having its due Curfe; yea, wft find Qod fo 
nates Sin, that when he found but the Imputation of it upon 
his own Son, Divine Vengeance would not fader him to 
efeape, but loads him with .Sorrows* land fills bis Soul With 
JCfcrknefs and .Agonies, nails him to the Crofs, and there 
cxadfcs from him a dreadful Recoup pence, which he was fain 
to make good to the utmoft Demand of his Father s Juilice, 
before be could be dilcharged. One drop of this Poifon be¬ 
ing jet fall upon the once glorious Ailgels, turn’d them into 
.Devils, epade all their Rays of Light and Luftre - fill off from, 
ihenvVaujd being tmee tainted with this Venom, God coold 
iml longer endure them in his Prefence, but hurls tfhemdown 
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all flaming into Hell. It is Sin that is the Fuel of thole ua- 
quCnchable Flames, and lays in all thole Stores of iFlw and 
Brimftone,. which fhall there burn for ever. It 'is Sin'that 
difrobed Man of his Innocence, turned him out of Paradtfe, 
and will certainly, if not repented of, and forfaken, turn him 
into Hell. Ana therefore a? ye love God, or your own 
Souls, be fare that ye hate Iniquity; entertain not any kind 
thoughts >of it, however it tempt and folirit you. Remem¬ 
ber the Curie of God is affix’d infepanaWy unto it; and if 
you will fuller the accorfed thing to cleave unto-you, yau 
tfinift for -ever be accurfed with it. ; > 

, * • I . • 

Secondly, If every Tranfgreilbr of the Lawbe ftecuried, 
foe then the defperate Folly of thole Wretches Who make 
, flight of Sin, and account the Commrffion of it a matter of 
ihaall, or no concern to them. They play with Death, and 
dally with Woes and Caries; and fo (rapid and infonfote are 
they, that they think that to be of no great momeot, whiCh 
yet can everlaimUgly damn them. Did we but formally con- 
fider with what a weighty Curie every Sin is burthened^iow 
much Fire and Sulphur, and deadly Materials ere contained 
within the Bowels of it, we ffiould be as iearfai to touch or 
'Corae near it, as to take up's lighted Granado When it is juft 
ready tohre&k about us, and tear us in piecs; and certain¬ 
ly they are moil; judly to be condemned of Madnefsand 
Folly, that will caddy venture upon their own everlafting 
rDeftrudion, and hud Firebrands, Arrows, and Death, which 
will afKuedly lightupcm.'themfelves, and yet lay, Am I not 
infpertt 

Thirdly, If eswy Tranfgreflion expofeth us tb the Curie, 
beware then tfaat you never encourage jtoiu' felves to com- 
mitaay Ifm, -beouife perhaps*!* World accounts it but fmall 
and little. for;the dealt is as much a Tcanfgreffion'of the 
'Law, and; makesxheeas liable to the “Curie of God, and 

eternal 
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eternal Damnation, as the greateft and moft flagitious. They 
are all mortal apd deadly; and thotj maift as well (ufler a 
fittfe-Stab at the Heart, as allow thy felf in tlie oommifli#» 
of any Sin becaufe ifcisUttlc. 


. fourthly* See. here, what Reaion we have to blefs Goi-ftf 
Jeiiis Chrift, who* hath delivered us. from the Curie of that 
IaW; but io much, for this Time* 
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